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still fe,:l? Nly piide i;sues fi'on: the []rct that tiil
auih.^,r- Chicio On.rnlal;. ls r-,:ie oi'tirose v(iir:l{
ittgft i ciaim as "m',/ hi-r',:c", a srllstl oi -l,,v
1;ol-li'iI i;er.-r0ii..". I har,r i'.:t';',^.':t Oll,-r;n,n ,;tci'
1;e,...,as .-ti;oul i;aif ills i-,:.i:;.lrlt aE.: i :.1-rail ii.t,,,-
tr; <.li:rluSS tile cifcunrsi.ti)cc,-.c ci mV ilni:,.',;;:'{
a ;tij tr r'etl nE h i i;i a lr d i ii,; i:ar i-.i *'tI ; nC :.;r rrri
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ltrie$ra! j)it'Ls trf ti'll;t i i.tre sae ns at at{iiia.j,,,c/
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rinclr; ir. TIrus, tire secrlni! I ilapr.c :, ln ereise o{
d,;i'i.li ;tt ti'ii;';. ii;l':, .,i Ilii,.t' il . ; l-i ,.ssa,. ,;i'[h:l I tri:c.
lhe iJat,: ci lr:-sl tlrt,iis3t-ir;3 cf i;.r-n essa\, ji
iai\,eX. ! r,r jliil .ri-ri ITt,*,(1, L:::: lt !:f-ibiifatiui:
i;il';: oi the Ci3i ii. r{.!)f;gf ';ar ! in :Ci-15, {uiiuir,eri
'r-, r, )t i;:;tr, 21,: t.) l, r t't'6 2 r; r-i] .

i:r .'it-;i;;;rl;,r:il.c. (n:d,'-, Ciiliirlil]t saVi thai. as
cr i,'r.)tlil{ [-r;i,1. l:i' rl,r;!t "i;t5.r i( [i','c iiiitresi in
i.J:';er;l-'i i'i;i:ti' i.i i:i',;ir.til'.; ;" iltd tiliit t.ltis i:r-
il,I,-,::f "\n,.ji-ii-,:iII:lii .jjti'fCSi:Oi-: j;l ni1,/ii'r-lr.'i-'fi,:l'-
ticip:lioit Irr i irc s,-ir,j,':ii liir\r-il=-ierii r-iiid.'iIi'le
auspires ,:i ii:e I'i:i:rc:ai ,'\:;i.,--i-i:-jorl of l-.ig.:r-
i,i n S'iu,l t ris ( N,\li-i ), i ;td ;r f tr: r,LIi-a d u.'i t i o ir i il
jcurnaIi:i rr". r:\j-rri. iri :he Pre;a..t,liiiic Atuz:t-,c
rc..,t I i.; ri r 
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irt its tiist si.r ve.ars oii--\.i:rtr.:1. i'l'.-:'i7 - i!i':.1.,
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ul:'iei- the Stutie.t-lii' IJn:l,::. Ti-,c i;fil.ti,.i:ic,.
tion;il fi:in cf' il-,is r:l;, iel.r;rcria,r i,,..i iili..i,,;,
as the Stait-Stuiiftt i (.;tF :' :-i I :...tivl i.{}tr:itj :i,.:.:
cr S!CC, r,r hose sILia,i,]lii t., iil'3. \.,'..r.i c.;i:i'{ij
nateal :n 1982 bv KaYcCe Kilr;,.-,]: i,:, (;;:.1 r-rf it.
iI()st St!Caessftii a|i,j aliil.lCi,-ri: -, ii: 1,5i1!,;iti: i;i
iv'!l')i Ciiiio Cnuir,ah ,::;:Llll-,..,: Ii:,t .li:. .t.:';'- -
silip ci,l\,l[,N in late t9uus..i,..j t\,r:. ri;_r, i;i.g ir)t,
Sli.rti. ue r;c.i. the i jce Prls:dciii o: Nr1,l\i:.. Ii
r'.,Ar io iirar historir i, cirr)r:'.i il-,-:r i iir*t i;)rl
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By Efirin Madunagu

f ASf Thursday in the firsr seqment of this
I series, I intrr5duced the boo-k, Time to re-uclaim Nigeria, a collection of 65 essavs
authored by Chido Onumah, a 45-year old
Nigerian. The essays were wriften over a to-
year.period,20ot - 2011, and presented to the
public in AFuja, Nigerian cipital, on Thurs-
day, December t5, zott. I also introduced the
author by means of the historical circum-
srances in which I met him. The segment
endcd with my general assessment of the

?> .look, describ.ing it as "lucid and accessible,
appropriate in time, patriotic, radical and

' revolutionary". His ideological and political
platform is InambiguousTy and uriiformly
progressive and democratic. Other people's
reviews, which I endorsed, praised the 6ook
in terms of clariry courage, hope, passion,
faith and optimism. We shill, beginning with
this segment, look at the book in more iletail.
The first chapter bears the title The trouble
with Nigeria and consists of eight essays:
Why Nigeria is a basket case (|une 5, 200-6);
Nigeria at es: Rethinking Nigeria (September
30, 20O8); Rebranding ouileaders-(April r,
20o9); The trouble wlth Nigeria (October r,
2OO9); A country of low expectatidns(August
2, 2ou); Who is afra id of homosexuals(March
13, 2006); Hontosexuality and its eiemies
(March 21,2o-o6);and /n solidaritywith a for-
goften people (October 10, 2006). From what
I have said so far about the book as a whole,
and about the author, and from the reviews
that have appeared - some of which I quoted

. last week - iiis possible to guess the adthor's

iiifiHHnT"iiil{.j}""::?'#}!+nsr,hli*i
through his wrirings for the fi"rst rime. I shall
tneretore tocus iust on three of the eisht es-
says: the essay bearing the title of the cHapter
arrd the rwo essays ofrhomosexualiw.

Tlre authol, ghido onumjh, alignshimself
with one of the theses in Chinfia Achebe's
tgs3 classic,The troublewith Niseria. In this: srnall boolqAchebe said:,,Ihere iSnothingba_

Nigerian is our constitution".
Onumah's second essay on homosexualiw is

a res-ponse to public reaitions to the firsr tike
I did in regard to the first, I shall select some
statements from the second essay, Homosexu_
ality and its enemies, and offer some com-
ments. First statemenf.. "From the onset, let
Tg sayl am norgay- not rhar I need to iujtifu
this to homophobes our there. I am statini
this.to help change the tone of this debate, and
perhaps, shift the focus." Second statement:"We are told that homosexualiw is a ,White-
man's p[oblem'; that it is foreign, or io, tf,oi.
wno prergr tancyterrn,.un_Afridan'... We denv
the tact thar homosexualityand homosexuali
have been with us from tirie im-e-oriai.t -

. The riridstatemenr is a rhetoricaicf,lliinn.,
'How.many Nigerians our there who 

";;;i"r,an .all-girlq'_gr 'all-boys, school can come out
anct sfy boldly that they didn't hear of homo
sexual encounters in their school?" SDeakins
for-myself, I would say that I Uiiinv;,-ri;;;A
an -all-boys" secondrry school wh-ere I was a
Doaroer out would now not be able to enter
the denial which Onumah chailinges rs toao.
I can also not enrera denial in rega?d1;;r;-
perience later in the universiry."And titi'On_
umah,- I am not gay. By the'wav. I was in
secondary school i-n lhe first half of tt .igool
anct in universiry in the second half. So I am
talking of ben,rreen 40 q4d-5o 1,ears ago. Vou
can therefore see how old the phenomenon is
in Nigeria.

Onumah's fourth and last statement in mv
selection relares to the fundamentoliioiii 

"1the. peopl e to- say No to bad ta*s : ;oi.;l-r;;.1;
tslne dury of governments to make laws. But
wnen governments make stupid laws. peonle
have.a responsibiliry to oppose such la#s". fni
:: l[,'.Ei] B,?,"f#: H'; H-,f5*I,il g"r1 ],?[: 3X:
umah are,gpposing them with sciintific, his_
toncal and humanist,and even constitutional-
grgument!,- Put, if, in spite of the latter,s if
torts the bill becomes law, its opponents will
con ti nu e th eir oppoj;-i tion by a I f lh ea n s neces-
sary and possibte. The right and duw to oD
pgsq Dad taws have no.s-tarute of limifafioil..to De connnued ndftThursday.

bate is not new as demonstrated by the nvo
essays which Onumah wrote almos[ six vears
ago - on March B,2006 (Who is afraid of no
mosex.uals?).a.nd on Maich 2t,zoo6 (Homo
sexuality and its enemies).

I do not intend to revie#the currentdebate
or revisit earlier ones, beyond the observa-
tion that the scientific probf that homosexu-
ality is largely biologitally determined has
not been falsffied. I li-mit riryself here to pre-
senting some of the pronouncements bn-
umah made on this citlestion-in the essays
mentioned.lnWho is ifraid of homosexua'ls,
I selectthree of these pronouncements: One:
"What is human natuie? Human nature is no
more than the agglomeration of social, cul-
tqral, historicat 5ia economiC i"cto.s tnit
shape the lives and attirudes of a parriculii
group of people. Human nature ishot static.
In some societies in Nigeria, manvthinss. in_
cluding cannibalism ind killin'g of tilini,
that we thought to be "natural" ii time oast
are no.longer a.cceptab_le'. I may alsoidd
that "left-handedness" which was once
taught to be "evil" and had led to the murdei
of "left-handed" children is no lonser so be-
lieved-ornot widelyso believed. THe reason
is that, like homoseiualiry "lefthandednessn
has beenproved to be largely biologically de-
termined.

The second statement is more "provoca-
tive": "\igeJig w_as lot cobbled toglther on
the basis of the Bible or Koran. Ni"geria is a
secular state, or so the Constitutionfavs. It is
worrisome when the government abahdons
its re-sponsibiliry to ciiizens and becomes thi
handmaiden of religion. The civilized world
has moved away from the period in histoiv
when religious-laws and doctrines formed
the basis of social interaction between citi_
zens in a state". The third statement is a state
ment of humanism and constitutionaliw-
"Gays and Iesbians (that is, male ana female
homosexuals respeLtivelvj are not harmins
anybody. They arb nor aliehs from some disl
tant planet. .They are our fathers, mothers,
slsters, brothers, uncles, aunts, in-laws,
triends, neighbours, etc. Thev deserve to be
accorded dl rights guaranteed to every

History optimism and rededication (z)
sically wrong with the Nigerian land or cli-
mate or water or air-or anything else. The
Nig.erian problem is the univittinfness orin-
ability of its leaders to rise to rhe rlsponsibil-
ity, to the challenge of Dersonal 'examole
which are the hallriarks 6f true leadership".
The trouble with Nigeria is therefore "simply
and s.quarely a failule of leadership", Chiriui
Achebe said in 1983, and Chido Onumah
agreed in 2oo9 and endorses in the book
gnde.r a.ppreciation. WhiIe accepting Chinua
Achebe's (and Chido Onumah'sioro6osition.
I shall interpret or reduce "lda^derthip" in
Chido Onuniah's essay to the Nigerianttate
and the various governments constituted
under it.

With this reading,l can then make the fol-
lowing commenti. There is an old saying -
which is sometimes read cynically-to [he-ef-
fect that a people deserves the qovernment it
gets. We kirow that this is histoTicallvand oo
Iitically unrrue. And its inbuilt fallicy is iot
completely removed if we add the qiralifier
'sometimes", so that the statement be-
comes" "A people sometimes deserves the
government it gets". But it can be trans-
formed into a strong proposition if it is re-
formulated as a sfatement of risht and
imperatiye, namely, that a people Kave the
right and the dutyto change the government
it does not deserve. If for some reasons a peG
ple (temporarily) finds it difficult to change
the government it does not deserve, no
blame can be put on it. But, if, for some rea-
sons, or for no reason at all, a people re-
nounces its right, or duty, or both,'then the
blame is squarely on such people.

The debate on homosexuility and same-sex
marriage is still raging in the iountry. At the
time of writing, the Senate had passed a bill
criminalizing homosexual practices and
same-sex marriages and imposing stiff penal-
ties on those forind zuilw bf corfimittine or
facilitating the acts. The house of Repreien-
tatives, the other chamber of the National As-
sembly, is ye-q to decide on the bill. If it passes
it, then it will be transmined to the pre3ident
for assent. So, there are still nvo hirrdles on
the road of the bill becoming a law. The de-
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B-$istmry ffirsmffill re \̂* fcat-i*rx 4
By Edi'rln [iadunagu

|' ASl 1 I rurst 1.111, rt I I rt. t.rrd of the third segment
I-of t}lis appr r ;( r.rl l( )t r ol Chido Onumaht nme
to reclaim Nigcria,l r c.rlized that should I con,
t int tt' wtllr I l I)'( ,r It, r r, rl plan of approach. that is,
chaptt'r l,V rlr,r;)l (.r ('x,'r ( ise, I wouJd end up with
ahor rl st.r,r'l r rr )ot (,sr.Ar r r(.nts. As this wouldbe un-
,tt t t'Pt,r I rlt , I r iecrtit.r I to aPprgsch the remaining
,r1 rlrr r r r,rt iorr t hen rt t it t lly. But the new plan still
g,rvo nreaborrl Ihes,rrnc numberol segmens. To
solvc nrydilemma, I decided to stickto thematic
apprcciation, but to pick only four themes:
I)rrrroclacy and military govemance, "June 12";
I \ rl it ical economy of com-rption; and Ti me to re
t l,r i r r r Nigeria. Initr is founh segment I shall look
at t Ire lirst two themes. The fi1h and final seg-
monl, nexl Thursday, will be devoted to the lait
two themes. Butthisis a booktowhich Ir,r,ill con-

General Murtala ll4olr,rr r r r r rt cl, rvas popularly re-
ceived across the corrntry cxcept in (he arr.rs
where Mohanrmctl,,rs li,'lrl r orrrnranrlcr, ollcr-
ated during tIre war. I Irt',rI ror I ive coulr oI I t'[rr rr-

ary 13, 7976 which clairncd thc life ol' Gcne r al
Mohammed was largr:ly unpopular across thc
country excepg agailr, in the alcas where Mrr
hammed contmalrtlt'rl Nigt'r iatr tltxrps tlrrrilrg
the war. The coup ol Dcr crnlrt,r ]o, tgxl wlrrt lr
lerminated lhe "tlernr x r ,rtrt and t orrsl it ul ron.r I

governmcnt o[ l)rcsitlt'rrl Slrehrr Sh,rgar i" .trrtl
produced Generals Iltrlrari .tnd ltli,rglrtrrr, w,rs
generally well rcccivcd.arnol rg I lrc rri.rsst's,u rtl
segments of the constitutior)al oppositi()n. l'lrc|c
was mass indifference to the coup of August 27,
D85 which produced thc military prcsideirt, ( icn-
eral Ibrahim Babangicla ; but theie was jubi lat ion
in the community of politic,ans and rnerlra insti
ruoons,whose cxpt'r iclrt es rrnder llulr,rrr,u rr I I Ir.

agbon were, to put ir uril lly, lr,rr slr.
There was mass intiilli,r e nce to thc allcgcd at-

tempted coup ol I)ct't'rnltr 19u5. l'llc Gideon
OrltaJt'cl attr:nr1)t e(l (1)u l) ol Srr n(lily, Al)ril22,l99o
wJs l)upul.il ly I ct t'rr t'r I itr sort rt'1)Jrl s ()l I Ile (oun-
tryantl segrrrerlrrol tIrt'population.Thecoupof
Novenrhel tggl rlrat brought General Sani
Abacha to power wasgenerally unpopular except
possiblv in the circles of small groups of poliri-
cians who had hoped that the general would ac-
rualize the resulf of June u, Isgl presidendal
elecuon which gave victory to Moshood Abiola.
The alleged anempted coups of I995 and 1997
were sreeted with mass disbelief and cvnicism-
The change ol government resultrng from the
sudden death ofsani Abacha in Junergga and tlre
accession lo power o[ General Abdulsalami
Abubakar was received with relief across the
countm
To coirolete this narrarive I shall brieflv elabo

rate on the "forejgn coup" which I earlr6r men-
lioned. I \^'as in Accra. Ghana, a couple of days
aft er rhe December31198l nrilita ry coi p d'tattiat
remotred the government of Presicient Liman
and irrstalled the military regime ol fur Firght-
Licrrtenanl Jcrry Raw,lings.lresriry dur from whar
I san'and hea:'d and read. the coup wds very pop
ular with the uhanaran masses. I spent severil

rl,rvs irr Clr,rrr,r r,rlkins to several oeoole across
t l. rr:, rt rr I s,,t r, r I lnr r r rdaries. ln parhcular, I spoke
irrr livitlr r.rlly and colleclivelywith several mem-
l rt'r s ol t I r t, I ul i ng Provisional National Defence
t orrrrt il(l'NI)( ).
I n',rr r ltr.ply irnpressed bythe discussions I had

wrt lr I lrglrt.Licut enant Jerry Ralt,lings, Caprain
)rorl;o Isrkara, Sergeant Akata-Pore and Chris
At irrr. Isili,rt.r was the regime's security chief,
Al<ata l\rre was one of its ideologues and Chris
n t ir)r was the student Ieader representing the
nrilitant youths. I remember SergeantAkata
I']orc tclling me that their uprising should be
cornparcd tothe French Revoluhonratherthan
I Irt' Rr rssi.tr I Rolshevili Revolunon. In resoonse I
Itrltl lrint lhlr though I considered what had
lr.rpp,'ncd to be profoundly revolutionary, I
woulti nor compare the event either with the
I.renctr Revolution or the Rrrssian Revolution.
On my rerum to Nigeria I tookon a seif-assigned
task of nrobilising Ghanaian "exiles" here io re
rurn ro Chana ro take up appoinffnents in
schools, government depimibnts and agen-
cies. I was on mywayto Chana on mythird trip
when I was arr6sted at rhe airpon. Gani Faw6-
hinmi's threats led to my quiet release.
I have gone through these two narratives -one

from Nigerian historythe other from Ghanaian
history - in order to bring our the following
proposirions: One.'Tharsome military coups in
Nigeria and the one of December lt, iSbt in
Ghana were actualiy popularly received in all, or
in subsuntial, segmenrs of the counuy and, in
parricular, by many patriou, progressives, radi-
cals and leftjsrs. Ir,r,o:That thi iniriai iubilarion
and enth usiasm engendered by vimtally all the
popularly received military coups quicHy died
dor.tn, wirh some tuming ro dlsappointmenl,
disillusjonmenr and ang"er, on actbunt of the
polrcies and acrions of the regimes. Ihreel har
it is the dury of polrdcal hisronans, anal_vsrs, cnr-
rcs and commenrators to explain generally and,
ihen, case bv t ase. the leas6n. lor lhe inilial iu-
bilarion and suh.eorrenr disillusronmenr.
Last Thursday in the third segment, I recalled

tr,rro facts of history brought out by |acl<\{ioddis
in his book,z,lrrnies and Polititsj"On Septenrber

il, 1918, the Chilean arrnyoverthrewa democratic
govemment and established a fascist type t1,'ranny ._

On April 25,1974, tle Poruguese armybve-rthrew
a [ascistgovemmenr and opened uot]iewavto the
establisfiment of a democratic svsrem". tr,hifourth
proposition is that |ack Woddis'statement is not
onJy facn:ally mre but also indicates rwo acnral
historical trends.
June 12, 19 93 presidential election and the annul-
ment of its resultHere, Ireferreaders totwoof On-
umah's essays:/ua e1z:15 years after(pages 99-102;
,une u, 2oos); and On lune 12 wesand(pages ro3
- 106; lune t2,2oog). I read the two esiavs very
closely to be able to put my finger on the airthor'i
un d eista n d i ng a n d' i nte4i reta"tion of tI e im port
of "June u". I can pick the following proposidons
(in his own words): "lune u elecrion"was idiudged
'free and fair' for the simple reason tharwithinihe
linxtations placed by the miliury regime of Gen-
eral Babangida, Nigerians played 6'y the rules.
Compare that with what happened in 1999,2003,
and more recendv, April ZOOZ': "One could rishtlv
saythat Iuneu wis awarershed in tlre narioni hii-
tory. ltwas trulyNigeria's best opporruniryat dem-
ocraric reconstruftion. lt failed because of the
inordinate ambition of a fewindividuals".
Furthermore:"On Iune u, Nigeriansof allwalk of

Iife made a fundamental polidcal sratemenl On
t}at day, the country/s im-poverished and forgot-
ten masses were able to overcome the bosev of
ethniciry and religious divisjoru by the iuline
class, and showed these are weapons in the hands
of this inglorious class to majntain its suansle
hold on the country'';"No national honourwo"uld
be too much lor a man who won an elecrion and
was nrurdered for atrempring to claim his man-
date. He lost his business 6mp"ire. and fus wife was
assassjna_ted rn the process". To r-hese five proposi-
tions - which can be interrogated and eipanded
but which I endorse, in the main - I add rrrv own
pr-oposition, namely. that the specific wejght of
radical and leftist folces in "Abi;la's eleooial en-
to_urage" was large enough to frighten segments
ol Nigeria's power blocs and the "intemitronal
communiry". Thisfeardhed the"secrer debare"is
in lavourof annulmenr.

mv alnra marer, Obokun
presenf osun state. I

hbuse masterin

that
c( )up was announced I abandoned my bo-vs and
I ri t tl r,' sr reels wi rh ot hercitizens - lubilanngand
rarrs,rt ld ng govcrrrment offi ces in Ihe cjtV.
i was still at Ilesha when the coup of |ulyi9,t966

Ir rr rl. Pl11s 611l can sdll remember the resuking
( ['\l \ rr )dcnq,. r rd apprehension. I rvas, however,
lo lr,rr rr i,rtrr rlrat the coup was greeted with iu-
llil,rt ror i ir. r. rrr rc parts of r he country Bv the time
rlt,., i' il \t'i:r hrolieourd vearlaterlrvas alreafly
.rt lldrlJrr.
lcrrr relr-ien"iber thatthe militarycoup of |uly

29,1975, which produced the regime headed by
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Histo
By Edradn Madunagu

ry optimism and rededication (s)
f SFIALL begin this t!ft h,tnrl, r,r rt lr l, lr I rr1 r..rir r r,,r rr
lof mvappreciation o, ( ltr,l,r{ rrrrrrrr,rlr'r /irrrc
to redaim Nigendwillr,r nr rrrrlr.r r rl st, rr rL.r rrrlrl
orrecal]ed bythe..rrrtlrilr llt ( lr,rllt,'r I {r,}ilil1r
tion lncorporated)-rrr,l r lr,1;'r, 1 x (11tr,,r,, r..
clJim Nigeria). Ilrrs wrll lrr, lrrllorvrrl lry
proposilions mar lr hv t I rr.,rr rr ltor rn I hrrt. L lr.rr r
ters. There will r hen I rr. g,.rrr.r,rl con I n)(.r )l s,rrid
conclusions.
Ffust.tfory;A couple , ll yr,,rrr Jgo, ao insDe( tor

General of Police (tct,) w,r, tound gui)ry bl em-
bezzling abour Nzr r_lrrllr, ,n belonging 16 rhe se-
cxrity and law cntorcerncnt aeini/ Lhat he
heaied. Nlo billion is, lry r he r^ray a billion naira
in 2tl places:a brllion rurla is d million nairu in
tooo places;and a million naira is one thousand
naiJa in l0O0places. S{} Nlo billion iswrinen as
N20,0oo.0o0,oo0 or: lollowed bv to leros. on_
rrmah wonders '\ruhat kinr L rl svslem put an ln-
spector General ol Policc i r r .r prisirion io sreal so
much money''(p.tgcs t.tli . qir). I Iur is rhe fun-
damental q uest io a'. l1 I t,t t k i t t, |,, I sr tt i ot\ o n (, t t t t t
nd polirical systenr nra/rcs tlti.; It,v<,l ol tor nru-jon possible?. or.Ho.w dots r hi, ,..in,l 

ot I ilit iat
econamy ma ke th i s leva I o t c o rruptio n io,s i bl r.,
Second sfory: Not too long anir rhe'storv re-

ported above. another lnspEctor GeneraI oi po-
lice (lGP)"allegedly;dmined rhar he lodsed N557
million arms antl Jmmunition funds rn'eant for
the Nigeria police into Iris personal accounu with
nvo different banks lor todr monrhs". Themonev
came from a stare g,vcrnor for the purpose ot
procunngarrns d nd,r r r r r r r u n ition,,to srrensthen
:ecurity in his sl,lre". llre hanl<ed monies-naru-
rally yielded inlcr,'sls wlr ir h .rt I he r ime r hc ac-
counts irereclosed arnountcd to N6.5 nrillion. So,
where did the intcr(.\ts r:,,.' I ltr,y wt're used for
"operational expens(,s I )y I I rc l r( )l r(i"'. tnd olstory

Th i rd ttory: Withl n th(. \,tr I i(. I I riutl. some oo-
lice officeriwerc "caughr" wrr liN:t million cish
which they clailnetl hclrrlr; r,r rlreir boss, the
same Inspector Cr'nr,l,rl rri l,',lic('. Onumah,
again,ask a questiolr lrc h.rtl aslied belbre:,,Each
rime I read these rnirrr I I rr rgglir rg.rrL ounr s oI how
,'ur parimony i \ \i phr r1 1,,J lry r ncu ra bly cor.upr

public oftcers and their collaborators, th{-. snrno
quesrion keeps coming to my mind: whrr Iu rrr I , rl
system makes it possible for ihis level ol grl lr.rrrr I

comrpnon ro thrive in Nigeria?" (page iso ).
Fourth Srory(This is raken froii rhe dutlror's

essay, Nigenai Co rru p ti o n I n co rp o n t e t l, MJv t.
zooa).'Today, we watih the pinab)e sighr ot lr in
remauonally acclaimed piolessor oI mcdrr irrc
being paraded in court foi embezzlins N loo m il
Iion unspent allocarion belongrng i') rll(.iltrn
istry of health in a counrry w'here rlrr. Ire.rlrh
system is comatose; a counrry with onr' o, I he
highest matemal mortaliw rjtes in rhe world"
(pagerso).

. Fihh Story Afewyears ago, a piece ol lan,l bc-
longln.q to a govemmen t agency and valtrer I a r Nx
billion rhen,lvas sold bv rh-e Federal Covcr nn rer rr
to a wealthy businessnian for less than NI billlLrn.
When a new government came inru ulir( (, rt
bought backrh-e srme piece ol hnd Ior Nt;.5 l)rl
Iion to build a "world class contr'r(.llce LCnrl(,'
(page 244). 'i\ll rhose involved in rlt(,rr.tns.l(
t ion". t lre \ti )l y ('t I, l.d, "hL,nclitr,rl lr,rn, ls, rrrrr.ly
liilril tlrc rlr,,rl'. r 11111111.111'. ( r)rntnr'nr: "ll),l \.ura
so(t|n, I lll\,r.lrr( Lll j\ (,noulh to Ilr trtg Jrrrr n t It.,
govrrnmclrt- But tlris is NtqctiJ'.

Si.rth 5tory: lowlrds rhc Jnd ui lasr vear. a ted-
eral mini:ttr.dashed" a group of joumaltsrs rhe
sum of N50o,0o0. Bur the iournalisr who re-
ceived.rhe money on behalf of his colleagues re-
ported only N4oo,ooo. When rhese' orher
journalisrs suspecred foul plav. rhe receiver
claimed the grver had asked hlmio keeo rhe bal-
ance of NIoo-,ooo for himself. Not satiifted, the
group set up a three-member comminee to in-
vesrigate the man er. The comminee found rhat
their colleague fiaudulently kepr rhe Nlo0,ooo.
He was reprimanded and asked ro refund rhe
money. and he did. The group rhen decided thar
in furure only an execlEve member cou!d receive
"donanons" on rheir beh.rlf and even in that case
no deducrions could be made "up front"without
the permission olrhe group. Itie casewas then
rested (page z+s). -
Seventh Srory:"Lnte iast monrh (October2ott),

t he govemoro[ rhe Cenual Bankoi Niseria i CB]i )
rolied our hgures aboui rhe parlous irate of rhtl

(1lll(,Ir(,n \r1 tr)r llt Nrgr,r i.r. spr.,rl.rrrri .rr ,rrr
r'v,'nl ln I(.t(llln,t torrr,rtlitlt,.xrrtlt l,rrrlr,l,ry,,1.1
l0rrrrIr Vlrt, r h,ilttr,llilr (,1 lltr.ltnt\i.t\ttv r)l
Iit rrttt, lt,.tr, 'lr.rl t lt,rt',rlt lr,,rrJ]lr t Ir,.r r..lr,.n,,((,1ll
l ).1( lr' (l.lt.t ()n I ltr. rtrrrrrlrr'r r rl NrlL,r r.trr \t il( 1,,il1\
.rhnr.rtl, r'ect,nl rl.rt.r h,rve slrowr i t lr,r l l lli.tr r !vL,re
.rl tr)r tt 71,ilr){) Nt!1,'t I.Il \lltr l(.nt\ irt r ,lr,rrr,t;,.ry11111
.rlrrrrt \t,,r l)tllt,)n.tInil.tllv,rs trrr(rorr i|tjs,ri
,irl,llll\l II),,.illilrr.rl lrrr,lq,,1,rl Nt,t l,rJl,, rrr l,rr..rll
l( r ii.t.tl lnlVr,r \lilr.s'. l lrrr l,r ,l \tr,r V, ,ln r )nly ir.
llttli,rl lor,'t trrl,tl(,n iil'lift'( tlV lllrt rt lr,t\.r Ior ro
rhr rvrllt \iq,'r i,ur r rrl,'r r' l',rrrJ. I rrl,r, v. l,lrrlrrr rrr
trttr :trd uu.'r I,r, k (,1 Ir,I I t{ rt t\il1. (:\,,rr r',,11 rrr r.1,,

III silit,,')l tlrrr P,rlrrrr.rlly,rrr,l r,h.,rl,,rirt.rllv
h('lI tst i( (loclriltr.ilt.ll ir)il, I Il,. rr rr lr, rr,,rrtirtl tlte
r lr.rl)lr,fut't L()t I ul)l t0il \Vil llr rllt .ril\\vat in; Ill,,
rllt,,\trr )n I)c Il,ld I),r\(11 \(.v,.r.rl I ul{ s: l//r-ti turt,
, t I I t, iltt it, tl r t t tt t,'t I tl,t r I t I I I t,il \l \t( y,t r ),1 j_j.t.;,r-
n,iltt t'rtt)ttr r\lt t ltit h,vJ, 'l , ttt nttt it)n .!jcvonrl
ltt\t trt,tl,iilt tt l\t\\rlth'.' I lr.rt is oLte significalrt

, rttt isstilt t I [' 'rrrr, I trr I lt r: ;re1y, '1 1111 haniibook Ot
llrr I r\ilrA y0ltlllJ Ul Nrgrr ia.
{ )nll)t,tll's l,r.i ess,ty i: titled: Iimeroreriar'm
Ni!{t:rh: WInt is ro be done?I,ublished on No-
vctnberl6,2Ot1 it is also chronologicalty the last.
In ir thc aur hor suggests what the"Nige'an neo-
ple shoulddo-and whv thevshouldio ir -rh re
r/ar'm their counrry. I hive splir the oroDosirion
inio rhree pans. One;The firir task will Lie ro,,as-
gregate the discontent of the suffering massei
ot Nigeria: The ones who die when a Somb ex-
plodes ina market square:those who subsisron
Iess rhan one dollar a dag rhose who die from
preventable diseases. We all must Ieam ro over-
come our differences and confront our com-
mon enemies. Hunger, poverty, and diseases
franscend erhnic origins or religious affilia_
tions".
The second pan of lvhat is to be donereads:

"Nigenans should prepare rhemselves menrallv
and psychologicilly'to occupy every public
space, flrom rhi loci] sovernrilirnr to'rlie na-
tional Ievel, as weil as our embassies in Wash-
ington, Onawa. PJris, London, and ol her mdior
cines dround I he world when the rime comes,'.
the rhird pan is ideologtca,l:"Govemmenrs are
supposed ro serve r he people. But rvhen r hey re-

nege on thar tash the people have a resoonsibiliw
to dssert-rheir cidzenship righrs. We hive seen it
happen before 9urvery eyes in NorthAfrica and
the Middle EasC'.

I endorse.these broad starements, burwould like
ro con-clude with the followingcomments. In the
rules for crirics (which were suiggested last Thurs-
d-av), I opted not to quarrel over"irords and names
iI I have no quarrel with rheir conrexrual mean-
ings. lr is for this reason rttar I refrain from ouar-
rellingwith rhe concept of reclat'm.rhg Nrsefl;. To
reclaim, as I undersrind it, is to rakE baZk I am
aware rhar rhis ideological siogan, togerher wirh
Occ u py N igeia, isnow popularwith ridical patri-
ots, democrdisand humanrights acrivists iniViee
rid- ijut t doubr if the Nigerian masses had, at ai-rv
rime since Nigeria was created in t9t+ and esoi
cially since independence in I960, oumedNieeha.
Having said rhis,l associare myself wth the-rwin

slogans for the reasons stated above anci because I
suppofi their. physical political expressions -
protests, marchesand occupations. Their Dower-
as well as rheir limiradons-have been srronslv
demonstrated in the "fuab Spring" r"d ;o*i";'ri
coqntry. What is now happeningin each of the
A-rab-maioritycountries concerned- EslDr in Dar-
ricular - can either be taken as demon"s"tiadoir of
tlte theory of permanent revolurionor tJ-te Dowe:r
- and - Iimitation of "reclamarion'and ,'otcuoa-

aon'i or borh. However, I shail conrinue to under-
srand reclaim as liberate.
Many of mv comrades and compatriots, includ-

ing the aurhor of Time to reclaiin Nr.gen). were
quiLe enthused by the essenrially anil-capitalist
mass movement which swepr Anierica in rhe sec-
ond hal I of zoit. Ihese com rides and comDatriots
had earlier reacted enrhusiasricallv to dre Arah
Spring, but the "democrariC' and non-violentchar-
actet ol Occupy Moyemenrma j<es the American
model more "appealing". It is however, imperarive
to find our ro what exfenteach "model" wis deli'b-
erately chosen by rhe people concerned and to
whdr extent it was dictared by circumsrances. It is
also imperadve toenquire if rhe model thatplayed
out in each case was a consensus ortle tase of-the
temporanly dominant tendency imposing itself.
. Concluded.
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