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2005. a par-

Ba-1aYusufu
Usman rvas delivered to me- It was ad-

very
I said

dressed to my spousc and me. I was
happy to rr.ceive rhe publications and .

so in my e-mail to Bala--Even before

l

I ex-
amined the six books,
t,"e.d
Bala

public lecture.

to appreciate, ,

'The funre of

six magaTines
I could suess

and a
,*hy

would send such a heary new _,-eaf
prcseDt to us: He santed me, in particular,

orce agaia, his views on
rhe Nigerian Federation",

especially,the campaign for a Sovereign
National Conference (SNC). and tle de-
mand for the restructuring o{ Nigeria along
ethnic nadonalitr lines. -These two issud
heve dealt a dev'astating blow on the self-
corfidence, urity a.,!d credibility of the Ni-
,gegra4. I-eft, a blow more powerful then

Fat dealt by the crtsis in the global sociai-
ist movement culxninathg in the dissolu-
tion ofthe Soviet Union.
BalaUsmn needs no introduction in aca-

demic, iatellecural and political circles in
Nigeria But for those outside gese circles,
and the younger geleratioas, in particular,
a brief gblitical introduction'is necessarv.
Since the cnd of rhe Nieerian Civil W;
t1967-19701. that for afrrn rhree ard i
half decades, Bala has been ir the tore-
front of radical politics and radical poliricat
discorirse ir Nigaia- He is a radical hislo-
riaa'and a radical teacher of history" In
1975, he ard Segua Osoba (the acad;mii,
uot.rhe fomer governor) were appointed
IBto thf 4g-rember Constitution'tiraftine
Comniuee (CDCI rhar produd the firi
drdft of the t976 Constinrtioa. The two

IV[essage frorn Bala [Jsman (1)

this, the revolutionary govemor accepted
impeachment. The leftist alld socialist
movement celebrated Balarabe
Bala Usman - the latter, for

Bala Usman was a member of that fac-
tionalised leftist and socialist movement.
So was I. He is a member of the successor
movement which has become so s,eakened

sume enforcement roles in the organis4i611.
What a tragic mess, And yet this matter can
be resolved in a three-hour meeting of genu-
ine sociaiists and leftists.

lv{any comrades had died our of frustration
u'ith the comrption of the movement they
had spent their lives buildiag, and the coop-
tation, by reactionary trourgeois forces, of
the cadres they had raised and nourished.

But we cannd give up either on popular
democracy and socialism or on the leftist
and socialist movemgnt as a platform for
&e struggle to realise them- And we cannot
gil'e up on genuine national unity. For us,
the two projects - thar is, poprlar.democ-
racy and nxional uoity - are linked. The
latter catr only be achieved definitively un-
der the former, or in the process of real
combat for the forrer. So, the debate must
continue - among socialiss and leftists, and
in &e polity as a whole. But it hrs to be
more and mo're intelligible. The language
may continue to be hash and abusive, if
ttrt is inevitabla Bft cact contribution
must aespond to comrE{e issues raised; tbe
debare must eot remain a padiarett'of the
deaf. It is in this cornte# tlret I pttiseEt, with
some running commts, my uaderstaoding
of Bala Usmaa's core positims on the cam- ..

paip for a Sovegeign.Narioaal Coufererrce
(SNC) ald geopoliticd rewuauriag of the'
coutrtry.

Yusnfu Bala Usmat is categodcally otr,
posed to SNC and rcsmduring, and has.
consisteatly mahtained this position for
long. His categorica! oppositioo rssues
&om what he sees as lte esseace of the

elected on the platform of the party. Balar-
qbe Musa was Governor- Bala stood by the
govemor and helped ensure that he was not
forced to enter into any unprincipled com-
promise with conservative bourgeois forces

- 
just to remain in office. Rather than do

By Edwil Madqnagu lgltffif,i'ijjr:X{::H [f: [::idiji;
lluence and prelsure from bourgeoii feu- and p6titiduy, by lehists. Theiegal fro'nt ua"s
dal, ethnic and r-eligious forces. We identi- been handed ovei to lawyers and coutts; and
fied these forces as hostile" armed etlmic militia hav6 been invited to as-

Musa and
the second

timrc in five years. Bala Usman is very
bright, pqsuasive, incisive aa( above ali,
very polemical. He can be rude, and sysa
abusive. But this trait is not unique to Bala:
it was a characteristic of radical leftist poli-
tics and discourse in Nigeria-

It is well-known, among the older getrera-

$9ns, that while it was vibrant, tbe Nigerian
leftiss and socialist movemeat was notori-
ously factionalised. Some dividing lines
were objective, otbers nere subjective;
some werc ideological and political, others
were penonal. lilhile soms socialists were
Marxists, others werc either aon-Marrists
or anti-Marxists. Many.Marxian socialis*'
were trot conimunists. Many bourgeois litr.
erals ald .iocial . demodrats caUfo Oem-
selves socialists,.even Mdrxists. Some "so-
cialists" vere, in fact, tr;i6€r anti-capitalist
nor anti-imperialist

At the level of programmes and pladoras,
therc were differcnc€s on the critical ques-
tion-trf transition'to socialism, ftat- &e.
problcm of intermediate economic, social_
and political regime. or put differbntly, the
question of acceptable atrd sttpportable re-
form programrne rmder bongeois nrle aod
hegcmony, or sfill the dialecdcal tint be-
tween refum and revolution- To rhis was,

grcements between Bs are moie signilicant
and more bittedy fought than &e disagree-
m€nts between us, on the one hand, and the
class opponents on the o&er. The words
and terms some comrades eryloy agains
o6sr comades qrho are fighting etllnicity
rnd religious bigotry 'inconectly' arl
hqsher ftan those 6", employ against the
ethoic and religious bigots themselves.
Some comades havb simply appropriated
$e rulenhip arrogirDce of tbe power bloc,
Sometimes thev see comrades aod class
foes as either tie same or almost indistin-
guishable.

Alas, whel lopk around, I see some
for soch extFeme

that

shich

turn again I see
$g mslc.- gn I

the ac-

or rro( rhis i3

shodd have

fqa

a tragic

- 6at i&

imag-
leftist

h€(oes $f lte

tiek
to stats
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ry O Couirued fum la$ nu.rsdtY Message from Bala Usman (2)
ard sociat 'commarding bcigtB', TbG
comrildties wiII be departmcnts of tbc lo-
cal governmt Thc oblrtivc of all ihir is
pqrk atrd grassroot democracy, tog€{her
wilh 'balerccd' federalism- Not thc cuv-

By Edwin Madunagu

itrg oNrt of sphcres of inflrrcncc fc 'godf+
&ers'.

Bala &ails what be regards as 'invalid

false'. I subscribe to the view ftat tre

accept that this prcmise
anyone subscribing to it,

is also false; ad
camot be a social-

m*r rcdiry of tb miver of lte SNC-
caoprigncrr ir vety signitrcant 'The
agcnda of tt6c dcrrndio8 drc txealc-up of
Nigeda m, thc instiffifoxalir$ion of eth-
nicity itr Nigcdao politicr thougt a sover-
eigp nariooal coafmcacc d clhnb natirual-
iticr ir protnoins fu tkorying out of pub'.
Iic rccoutability ad tbc nlc of law and
ticrcfae of dcmarry. Dcoocracy will be
rcplaood *ith tibalfut, r*ist, and reli-
giotsty bigorc4 aicutor*Ap, which shall
cornct prblic rcxnurcar witb irynity, un-
der cmveuicat covcr of parcdial politics,
constit*ims and l,rwr'. And thse accused

fit OR oc. the Sovercircr National Con-

I fcrencc'(SNC) caniot be a confcr-
ence of ahh mtionditics. Repescnt tives
of c6oic r*ionalitics caorct evfo cnosti-
trrc a meirritY h fr. SNC. Btt thY mst
bc cutatrilivifv rco{trfiled. And thc r+
timal oucsrion villtc orc of tbe cm itcmr
or ftc ic€oda of fu SNC, alongpi& ismcs
of Domk md gasrroots deuocrwrr and
clei irircidct &tb federalisn wc dccire.
Atrd'fresc- orinciplce. I hsist, must be
lintcd to fu qcuion of populr and grass-

rootc detDffiacy aod popirlr - not just l+
sioDal m &ic - 

control of Powcf, aod
icsouces. But fc tbc avoidarce of doubt I
state catcsGicallv rt^r I bold that what we
hsve now-is reitf,er a demacy nor a fed-
eration- Wht we bave is a unitary dictattr-
shio.

tYhen an albnric national conference
errrcrEes, atrd tbe nsrion recopises it s
such,-lefti$, socialists, progressives ^qd
senuim d€cocrafs rnust not allow bogur
i"a ate 'national intercst' sentimetrts to
orevail Tlrv murt combat bonarpartist'
iuora-class. doshtdnss. Every item must be
sin ttougi'classiard "gended, h addi-
tion o 'nftonal', 'elhnicity" or 'religion'
or whatcver o(her perspGctives other Nig€ri-
ms mav likc to inEoducc.

What'I am saYfuu in effccq is that to ex-
chde rcorcsc,ntitiv& of ethnic nationalities'
or to eiie thcm a mcr:e tokenist reprcsenta-
tion, ii to clocc onc's eyes to powerftrl al4
in some plaes, popular struggles crlrrendy
going on in Nigiria- On the other hatr4 to
iunina"r fu SFIC to the represematives of
ethnic nationalities is to itrvite' not the So-
vier experience, bul the experiences of
Checheiva- Yucoslavia. Rwanda and Dar-
tn. f,effists aid socialists should know
what I am talkiag abouL I am ralking about
diglectics and cdtical alliances. Bala Usman
talked abou the dimberment of tk
coolrtn. Wbm I rcad this" I chucHed. Dis-
memb&mem of thc country cannot be de'
cidcd uoon in a confqence. Dismember-
me,m tates placc on tb ground and repre

- sentatives of factions - some fate, sorc

conference to scgotiate a ocscfira and
contDrcmises. WhJther or not th issue of
disnimbcrment is on thc SNC ageuda a
fieht will Stalt i8 rhtt confere*cp hell as
gfrn ac such a motion is pa$.4 or evco
sgissty tablcd Thc fidf will ihc' argulf
th coontry. Ni$da camot treat.uP pese-
fully; and it is fopossible to resEocffic Ni-
c€dr aloaq c{hic nationalitv liu.-wbd [ds snd how many-cthnic narionali-
tics? Brl the cttnic natiolality qrestion, in-
cludisg fu qucstion of uncqual d unfair
conrol md ilistribution of powr and re-
ioweca. must tc seriorly address in an
SNC^ Atrd bv disuib,ution I mn distribu-
tioa bott act6ss re.giom and aloos class and
sc,ader lires. Somc form of geopoliticsl ro-
gnrcu[rine, among othr dcmocratic and
oooulg measures,-will necessaily emcrgr
hoin Euch a disorssion. This is wh€rc left-
istr ad socialists mnrst stard all aud p'ro-

vi& a solution. Tbey are the only ooes that
can sovide a solutibn- fud ltcy carmt do
fris if tey line up behind tteir 'hafus'.

I h.ve 
-outlircil my owtr pixition on tbe

ouestion of eeoDolitical restucbring sev-
&at times snip isgz. Briefly p4 it is: The
Fedcraeion should re,fiain; tfoc ptescnt scar€s

shorld remain; tts states should bc gouped
into eidt regions; thc regions coold be oL
aineOEV sinpty dividing thc p,la€st North-
Central and South-Souft zotres into two

rcstate,6eir premiscs.
Bala gave a numbcr of instanccs of etrnic

nxionality fmation in t{iSetia to provc his
'invalidity' chtrgps. His roin aguneilt i3
that Nigeria ethnic natimalitie,s as thcy cxis
today, werc ffiEd itr Nigpri4 that is, aft.r
Nisedahad bcen creared thrcugh Britirh coe
qucst ana not bcfq€. Hc gavc' as cxamples,
tbc formation of fu Igbo e6nic nationality,
ttc Yuuba efuic utimatity,tte th$a c&-
nic nationality, 6. hlbe cfuic natioqplity,
tbc Kamri cltdc utionality. €fc. Atrd if ttar
is tb case, ttctr thcsc enhnic nationalities
canld not bavc cme bge|ber to 'agrEc' to
fcm, or belong to, Nigcria Hcncc this cmld
not bc a valid premise ftr dcmanding a re-
structudng of Nigcria h 2(n4 along ettnic

orcmiscs' on which the cunent dcmmd fc
'SXC aa resuucfiring k bas€d" Hc listcd
tbrec of thcm in tbe open lecu[e be dcliv-
ercd h Maiduguri on luly 15,2004 titl€d
"Tbe Rrtrc of the Niggriar Fcdeiation;
Publie Accouatability aod &e Rule of
Law'. I shall stale tbsn, and votc ol lbem.
First 'The bxic premire nat ec Fedcral
Republic of Nigeria bas been consti$ted by
the comins to8€eer of the v6rrious ethnic
nationalit'rcs that arc now forad withia it is

rationality lines.
After detailhs the 'invalid prcmisas' of tbe

SNC caryaipBala wd ovef to statirg lhe
wcmise of his 'United lliS€da' advocacy. I
srrmmrise it The British conquered thc poli-
ties they met in tbese paff md destr,oyod
their sovereignties. Tbc sovereipties "which
were lost to tte Bdtish, wcre not recovercd

inclu& ee overwhching majcity of left-
ists, socialists, p,rogcssives ard heroes and
beroiocs of militrnt naimalism, aspecizilly
itr th. Soutb'Wcst and Sosh$ou& geopo-
litical zones of the country. I do not krow
il trris worries Bala lt worric* me, my posi-
tion on the mafrer uotwithstanding.

h€sident Olusegua O&sanjo bas now sct
up a National Political Re-fqm Conference,
oltcrs,ise taown ar 6e National Dialogue.
After rejecting the vcry notion of a uational
confcrence, sovcrcip. or not, fm almost six
yeas, the pmsident sddenly bought the
idea- Tlie confcrencc will not be a sover-
eign national conference in the form it was
p,roposed in the early 1990s; nu will it be a
sovereign national coofercrcc as is now be-
ing canvassed; nor will it be a aational con-

prenise is false. Secondly; 'The prcmise
irrnt &e Federal Republic of Nigeria is
made uD of ethnic citize,ns, wbo, as €*hnic
citizensl share common political and eco-
nomic interqse that can be validly rcp+
seuted at a national conferencc is falsc'. I

by any of tbe $rccess(r entities of tbese p,re-
cirlonial sovercigtr politier, or, by tbe ncw
cthic nationalities wbich have come to iden-

solve som known problems; bul below tb
local soverrunetrt ?rira 6cre should be the
'comiunity" which you may rurghly akg
as tbe present local governoart coucil

ference of ethaic nationalities. Given the
balance of forces in tto coutrtry aod the
hegemony of conscrvative, capitalist and
pro'globalisation forccs, supported by tte
Ieaders of dre 'htcmatiooal commuaity',
"thc dialogue' will atc pke and dominate
theprintmediaaodairwaves.,

Several groups have tbreateaed either to
orgadse a parallel confercacg or to con-

can lead to dcmocracy, pe*e and hrmony,
and economic development, is false" I vote
against ee E€mise.Now, Bala has auib
uied these lhrce oremises to thc cuilcnt
caryaipem for SNC and gco,political re
stru,ioiag. I have voted agaiast the
premises as rcndercd by Yusufir BaIa Us-
mm Thc campaigncrs should rcspond as
precisely and clcarly as Bala has put his
aase. If treir p'remises have been distort€4
they should say so; if fteY have been
qu6ted out of context, they should say so.
tUreaner, they should clearly p,rcsenr m

ist, or a leftist, or evetr atr
scientist.

Ttirdly: ' 'Tbe pre,luise that building a
ooliw on the fouuiiations of institutional-
isea Lmic, racial atrd religtors differences

tifv wi6 tbem'. He 6€[ Dadc a submission
rhit 63rrio a stralegic inplication: 'Sover-
eignty was fought for ad recovered by or-
sanisations and movcments whose identities
ind aspirations were pan-Nigprian and pan-
Aftican'.

Bala insistently reminds us that these pa+
Nigaian and pan-Aftican organisations atrd
movements i*luded 'tte universal Negro
Inprovcment Association and the Negro
W&ld of Marcrx Garvcy; Tbc West Aftican
Pilot of the seat Zl Africa; aod 6e Wcst
African Stuients Union led by Folakc
Solanke; the Nis€rialr Trade Union Congress,
salvanised by Michael Inorrdu; the Nigerian
Surdents Unioo and tbe Ntional Council of

honest social

each: the Eesent local governnent arcas
should remain and a few morc crcatcd to

ward-
tinue to oppose Obasojo's conference. My
prolnsition is lhat bffists and socialists
shorld orgaaise pcallefl cmferencec *hile
tryiry to infltmcc gcuuinc democrats and
nationalists &at oay, for wtatever reaso[s,

in frc official coderence.find themselves
The model is the NGO Forum at UN-
spoasored ilternational
Agaia dialectics.
o Concluded4

genuine and olters opportunistic - ret in a

In effect, I have been proposing a five-tier
oolitical sifltctrre. with 6e bcrcfit of fttr-
'tbcr reflcction" and in vicw of some unao-
ce@bb aEibutes whiqh trg caryaig! for
ccbDolitical restrucEring hrr since ac-
qufued I lhint the states, atrd not tbc re-
frons. should be the federating unie. Tte
ieAois witt have onIY coordimtiry futrc-
ddirs. ard be fu basil fu siting economic

Niqeria and the Camerootrs'. ft was the.se or-
gfisations ftat 'fought aod recovered this
sovereignty and independcoce, not any ethnic
or tribai o,rganisation ' Bala submitted.

conferences
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