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ruigerfan *rl stoq_v thrrmr;6}u ASLIL}
'. By Edwin Madunagu

fl rvas with in-;:::;:: :.1r.-,:::;.. .,: ..'l -- i :. i.,.' ion
.[that I obained and read ASW Communiqucs,
1981- 2OO9, a 28o-page collection of corl)rnu-

.. - niques released by the Academic Staf f L ln ion of
Unir ersities (ASUU) betweenMarch lgst dn(l I.rr r(.
2oog.Thirtyof the 39 cornrnuniques were isstrL,d
bythe union's National Executiv'e Counci.l (NIC),
while the remainingninelverereleased bv is Na-
tional Delegates'Conlerence (NDC). I sav oleasure
anrl .,ri.f:fuon brcau:e i btller e ihltive on :he
I eft shctrlci begia to documenl collate and p,-rl>
li:.1 : o:r r i :rr,r lri gi orv ;i:tl tire history oI or rr ir,le s

ir rl;c nr.rl:ngcf ]..lire1';",.'15a un r;,1,/., r\ ( i,,ri
cor:11r/ rhould nct l-,r i.lt to nl()nr,r)oiis.: tlrLl
rvlii-r -of l'.i;^cri;,r l.; tr :'v I ruJrrr ri,.t r:;,.i.,1,
falsiications anri di:tcfiiL.ns-anc1 aisc rvriit oui'
own Listory anrl *ie history of cr.rr ellolis ;.rt
cirecl.rmating their cpprlssive and destructir,e
pniiiits ard actio.i:s.
Ilte .SLIU Con:iitrr.t?,tll'cr, just pu'Llisl-red, ls a

','i:rlf ,: :nc rtlr-i,t:r:- i il r.l, ;:- l l :; ;tl.rl r Ji rr; I i.llt,:,,;-
c:,,'c, r::lt,rrlrl.;r'ir::''' l, :,r1.:., r:.r-1 r'! t..
geil.er l.y ind;v;-'.:-is ",:d c,rr, rrri:..ti,.i15 . rl,,,g
ha'.e,i'.;rud irtlrel.r.t ir','/',.:.iri. II;r: -',1. -rr-
mn'.L,ili,rlrs;lso inclu,.l .'..',l cts,'l (rrr'. ,..!
rvjtLin ti:e pui,L:.,r cr.:.:r.i...rtinns,rn,.l rr:, r,'
nrr nts rlrrnrselycs. Tl:is is rs il shcul,l bl i,'.r
n:urc ccmplcte, r:i-rleOive .rnd pclit:cal)y u' ..i ,le
Js:( lsn :c) :r s. I srlute ASUU lor iu lalcst pul I :t:.
tion, as lvcll as prer,-ious ones.
1Iris.rpprcciatio n ofA\UU Communrquescan bc
seprrated into [our p.:515,;iltho'rgh for pr;rrriml
re,rsons I sha]l not bc der.ling ',1)th the prrts sep
arateiy Theyrviil he comhinr:d. The first prrt is a
comradely critique. In the second parg I shall
tr;ce *re tr; jectory of Nlgeri,r's political histoi"7,
and t-hrt of ASUU, in thc prrrio(l covercd byASl JtIs

; publication.'l his is irnport,tnt b(.c,tuse, rs Jny
. . reaCcr will see, and as srrli;.1csred by tlre tirlc rrT

, this picce, cach olA5ULfs t orr..nlrr.itiucs ir.r r.'
I viu'.i;t,d ctitriricoi iiliL'cis {'1 i,,.i:ii;rr i.i..:.rr'7,1 polidc.rl cconnmq stiite i;id socicitr In Lct. r hii.

Iorn:,',istlrcr;..'i;',."'1.'rir.r'..'rr :((r . .:, -
uoo.lritltcllri:.j l'lri,lsh.rll r rl r'.r (1.,..', ],, ...,1

the communiqu€s.And, in the fourttr and l)nal
part I shall lookatthe autlor,theAcademic Staff
Union of Universities(ASULJ), becluse,x rt'e have
been ccrrectJyadvised, society should nct be di-
vided into two part s - one tlat is educating, ar rd
t hc othcr that is being educated. lhe educator
rrrrrst bc cducated.
I r rst, t I)e cornradely critique. There are two ele

r r u'r rts here: the minor.and the major.The minor
cr il it ltre has to do with the ptrhliiarion's inrro-
<lrrct ion cmbotl icr I i r) I I )o 1i)r1'r4.()/r/rvrirtrn I ry
thcA:^UtJ Pr csirlt'rrt. Il is rr,'lr,rt,r |orrwortl slrorrId
bc:,r sltort, rr rtl sl r.t r 

1 
r',,t, t r it'r,l ll-rvl r.tt I hr' l,r r L>

liccrion is all abou t, .rnr I jis uhi, , r i\,'. llur I r I 1ir)k
the statenent should hl,;e bccn a little more
elaborate - to inclurie a iiaji:ctory of ASLi-J's his-
tory Allcr n. tiv( Iy, ll,,' r'tnL:l I I,;r'r'Lr, r'n .rir 1/)-

lrl)i1rr(Il(,1,Cn:1'n.l;:r.,.r 1,, r, i,i,t'iy, iA,lllI
' or rl.rtcrl hiril rlil;hts r 1 i t.;.t 1 1;1,, ;J -', 

jlr ar1t1;Licn tr.r

Ll t t i :olewr l rl- l\! ;r r t l j ; L, i i,,; j',yol irl :;u11,r,,.st tJ t;it
ain iilIrl)r1u(lllrr :,1 rr. L r Ir 1 I rt rr i iirii to .luti:re ccl i
tjon cl tllis t--ulrlil.rl lr:1. ii t I;rtrc,"I-:cticn :hor.rlii
::iso plcvide sLrllr'J c(-ril'.r..i-s or ):;ci;qor:nds to
ilre \rai-lous cLlr}ljliur,rirlrds cr !;rcl-rp5 c.l com-
i: ;iltlliit-:r'-S- ili: t-r'..1:lr r : .' i'i I Il ::, :. " li.rrilCl i:r Clj-
'"ious:'to enhance rirL: a1 pr,:cijiicn of tlle
ctur:lunicue s-

Norvto thd"nt.: jct "r : .: :'':' 1. I Ir..1.c rJ n :r5t.' Ji
UI} rln of iji;ii,.i.i :1 iL .r r,,,.r ll r) I il jltt j rlr-r, b.:j jtil i_.c-

t.,,.,ee n 192 and tr73 rrn{ir"i lirr: ruiiit.rry rtr:irrlt
cICencr.:l Ciusr...r r;i,.:" :.io. Ilrc co:r,1:y's
I,:bour movenrcrrt h.. 

--1, 
i n L',e cir ly lriL i, J : er

tlre Civil \,Vrr (rt{.7.?;u), in;ri.rted ar lrr-
t(,nomous re+ry..rnir.ili^n. But the n.ilit,rry
rcgime of Gencril Nlunala Lluh:mrned',vhjch
c.rnre to power in lulv t975 inrcrvened in r,iis
process olself-rcstructtring C i:banCcd t-l-.e Icur
crntr.r l ft bou r mo\.nr onl s, r rd j n j t i,rted i's c rr r
restrucruring of thc courrtry's trade tnions.
ASUU was one o[ tlie unioni rrlrich en:ergcd
[r om the thrceyc.rrprccess( tg7]1978).ASLU rr',rs
c);ssified as a "stnit-:r st..:ii" union,excludeC lror,-r
mer:lbemhip in tl're sole central labour org,ani-
sation, dre present Nigeria Lalrour Corgress
( I :l . r. (A.:i ltJ "ii,r c-'ri' it:,. 11 i: Lto tirc NLC rrr r I rr
c,uly t9Sos, brrt ',r'.:s c',, Ir:,JcJ ar.rin by tiil
t. ,l::^r'l C,. i'.r.,1 Il r.'1,: :r ll.rl,,rrl i,l,r).

" ;.(,\\;tj;ci).:Lliciiil:rLrrttl,'r',:l ; r(( l.ir,( I i.l,': /

Contnturtitlrrr's, t,tst :oog,which covers about scryinq and rctired-Tlrc other larties" tothe dig
23 yeJrs, Ic.ivcs out 1978, 1979, 1980, and part of Ptlte - sl tldcrt ts .r rld u Itivcrsiry teachers and ad-
l()r{t,at(,l.ll t,l irrst llrreevears.HenCe.if iheOe mirris[r.ttors wcrenotconsulted.Fourmonths
rio< I wlri, lr r lrti pr rhlic,rr ion covcrs h-d been'ex- latel inAugust 1978, tltc miUt.try rc.inlp 6l lhlishad
,..,rciruuur^,rrrtir;vtustthreevears.itwould theReportof theComlnissic,rr,.:.gr'Litirwttnrts
have covered rh e entirb historvo(aSUd'. I am sa* own l\hire Paper.
ing this not iust because I arri in love with corir Thepunitiveactions trken by tIrc r('gil r)e, with irF
p/Ercness. Of course. I arn- The stronser reason mediareeffe4'rncluded:thc tlism jsialo[nvoVic+
Ior my comra<lely regrct, howevcr, is that the Chancellors, several Universiry lecturers, a
three yr',rrs orrrilictl wirrrt.ss,.tl grt',rt p.rtriotic Polytechniclecturer.aUniversi$rl{edicalDireao6
sl r r rl,-rilt's lr), tr,,rt ltt,rs irr or r r cor rr riiy's ttiri;rry in- a senior.Unjversityadministratoranda prominent
stitr rtrirr rs.r,s t irry rrlr c cr I rcr l,irrli lr orrr t lrc Niiicr, irltrrna)ist working in a sta[e_govemmintowned
i.,ny's:nti,rtiorrrrl ll11jy1,1 ityl,',r, lrlrrlNAI Iijto Ir(w'F'lx'[thcrusricationo[severalle..dcrsofthe
tl:e.\t;C, til:C)t.rll Ultiurruf1 r,,l.,1r;;1,,.,11,rt ti y. 'lr:,1, , 1\'r..r'v( ilrr'rrt;lll, l),'lr)ilit,,i, l ll.c.i;rt,xstu-
'l l:.'lsttr:i'--les\ve;er('c.rL[rlin,rt ],,r trlrr,,' ri'tl" r'i.'r:,ri"tt,tlr"ll :i';:,,ll"r:'lrt{lr'irr'r-
1."iUcori,iiuni{llriq,T\'.ui :u':tll-'iihcil.tinn:l i. rr'i'r'l,.rl (l'lll"l,.r: 'lri." r, i;t"" ,1 (.1 lil iNS
f...,i,:;,..r',,u:i;l(\Er_).:,ic:i,.b-Viilcl'l;Lc;rcl l',.'d:rtrrr.rrr Ir,tr., i '.1 ' .ll:1,.r'.,.rr
L)ri:i,trtts'Conferlnce'(itDC).Thtsethiccim- tl:nn:onsiilcriirljllrti)r,r1t(l(rrrrrlilr'lii,ii lrru.;];r<:r

I l.-:1lc:t::t.Ul.i i:tls-.r1,lr:,.VbeoLilrrs- ii:rl:'.S.'cuntlil.li:it;, 1t;,, ,1r. ll t '..'1t.,..r.n
i, -'t e :,t r. jtt.'.r l; o;rr Lhe p lLllca tjcd. tll;t "clsciplj naly' actioii! \.''rl'ii:' t,1l'tII il;r,iril r:,1 serL

I ),,t,,c e i ej,.l,,tl to a1;;r.ci,-.re tl'je thrcc omittc{i er;ri.seniored:iors of the fti,'r,lirr-r-a.rtirill o,vned
crrrLrin:.ir:trri[s in some druil. ii;.-,;,-;;i.;i.;; L-y rhe Federa] Ccvenrileni:.
ofihcsrirlclurl,:d jnthelril:1.--,ii-.1i,.illbr.p-.,,rc Ir ,,,,.rslj:alnstthisb;r:k..:i.cr:rr.1t-hetilttN..t.cnil
s1.letch,,l i:ci.:use tilcy lirrr-1'.,sle:l< ir:r thr:rtr- Ir:'c'rrrJlv''6-n,,n.il(Nl()r-rftite r'::'\'ivc,'t:rf..1.1(,i1r.I
L,-l.,rli;ir:,.fr..llrilc;riui,.tr,,.r:,iio,iili.i,,rltr i:-i,l:::r..ir::;,,ri,.i'.,,rr.:,r'';:.Lrl.,-'i;,r...,r:,!i(..rr,l.
L. l:i: ,".'i. ,ul:cs:rl.:l iri :c,iu:l L,lrll-.rctrnii. ( .'r'. i',r" t:,i,\'.t"i''.t' 't.:t , i{ , lr',,i' :.c.(rn
It'.'.;.li.r'l,r .,l' ;ltJr"rinAI,lillg;3,Urriv.i:f ysru- \ l;t:rl r', 'l ', :ril.l-ll. l'.,;. :.'. . ' r'. .:'.'.1:,.1
(:(.::\,:\r, Stlrr',^rrntr'.',Or:,.'r'riscdUntlettile lr:;1,t.:"r;,,'mi):.,,i,rt 1.. :.,:. :.. i: ,:.,'S-
l..r.o,'.': .:rrl..:..ii,:ri..L,:!.r.1;1,.i,i,..), ,:.. .:: ".c";ilt-,..\'.t.' '1,:t, ' ,'i:.',

1.t..::l .rii:!u1;1,.1;i..l,r',,1 ,trir,lrrti,;,1.'i; s ,i.f-l:ytl':N;tl:n;.1 1..-..':::t.i',,-.i.O. l-i,,Ce,
i-.,. j;.1 i,:rlc.i.tsin.tlte,,i ILL),rjl(l(,1i1,:r;.:l:Cs. ;::L.l ;".:urt,iiirrlrintlpr) c,,)ccrsl.iLcUl,c.n,r.rus
1,:11;rc:c:tri',crcvi,.l,:n:llsrrl:nrc\:c(ll,v.1nr1(r1 i:-rrcdtlresanredry. lheCot:rr:,ilnic'.:enn,ilyscd
p;l:ietl.uel:;:r,:r;a-;s, r,.1,iidbyt-heirrllrt,rry .tndeollt.ltr,rn.'Jtlrecorrpo'it;.;nt'IIt:'Cot:uit;r-
i,.r.,rrn...rrrufCrrer.rlO::,:.,.trlio.itrdnrri,l,...li sron, C.ie'finJings" of'tl-.e Comr,!:s;on, tlre
irribrccd bi tlre l.'tler.rl Cornnii;sioncrot EdLi- l(i:nle's \',hire P{er, anri thc puniiite aclions
crt ior, Colbnel Ahm;du Ali. I h is exnl:-. ins wlrv u:kcn ag.iinst *te Univcrsirysls:enl.
thernailrsiig;nof ihestudens'carripaignw;i: In particular; ASUU colr(lctttnttl the rnilit,rry
'l.i!::::..:.:..1 r{'3int.'snlrnto"defin":h:.^rr " rnf -6-.,t.'p:^

lhe suiinression of the srudents'Drotcsts !eedom'fortheUn.ivcnjlys'r':tc,ti. Itattustdtiie
recorJcd scr.eral dcaths _ stuCcnU ar:d iron_sru- rt'j!n re o["cu lpible ovcr.zc, 

')cl.r 
snrss" .r. r rr.,d a t sli-

Ccnu. Scr.er.il mo_re oeoclc - srudents and non- fl ing the "Universities" in it i.' I ;vc in C.eterm in.in q
srudents - sustrincd irriuries antl universiLies the-jr own procedures oI sc]f nr,rn.r:r rnrnt a,rJ
r'ere closr-cl dow,. Scver.il otooles. includins sclf-managrment" and rcJl,un:I ti,..rr to srrch
srrlrlrnt\, Ir,'l iltcrs, unircr'.'jty a,Jrrjir';,,tratori s1'cophanryandtoadyism,rstcri rl;r:'r.;:rl,.i,"jr-
at:.! I l 1,,r.,:rrclrt ,tc',iyi,t iou::r;riist \,ire ar- itlgs'jckilteveryquanerl.'lr('1.'!:1 r, i; . ;.:11, ,,;-
ri-'l rl.'l lr,.'Liriiil.rryt',rv,r,:li;i(',:isetlrDaCcnt- ictinof lc'ltcctl'trrtheo:lli' li ,;1(,1 I--::r.t:!i:ll[
r.r:.' ,', ., ',.:1,,.. .. ,'lj..lrCrlirrlirr,i,r., .r: ,,\',iltrl,tr'tr,i(t:l.lti,lr:. . 1."

.t..,i : . t,, (.1 I t..i: .,,-.;lt IIr,)CLiun.li.iCS _ o. )l\'Ltillijr.:rr,i'1)r.il i., , .' 
...
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1nI0n
Nigerian history through ASUU (z)
By Edwin Madunagu

rr*lE second Communirttrt'which A5l lll
lomitted from ils Prr'l)lr' rlion' ASI/l/
Communioues: tqtrl )t,t)'), w,rs issuctl ,ll
f he end of ihe tnt't'ltrtg ol lltt'llnioll's N,t

tional Executivc (.ourri il (NIr( ) hcld at thc
t)niversilv ol llr,rrl,ttt, llr,rrl,rlr, r)ll ()( l('l)t'r
24, I(j8t.'ll was siHttt'tl Iry Itl. Mahmud
Tukur, thr'Vitt'I1r'ritlt'ttl (,rt tirrg for Dr. Bio-
dun levilo, tht' sulrst,ttttive l\esidcnt) and
Dr. T. Uzodinma Nw.rl,r, I ltt' Getleral St't rt'
tarv. The meetinq was t.rlletl I o t ottsitlt't I ltr'
wliitunaner wh-ich Prcsitlcltt 5lrt'hrr Slr.r

eari's iederai Government issued on the
H.eoort of the Cookev Commission it had
aobointed. and to 

-respond to govern-
mdnt's action in taking t}e lndustiial Dis-
Dute with ASUU to the Industrial
hrbitration Panel. In ils communication to
ASUU the Panel had informed the Union
that acceptinq the Panel's ltrr isdiction
meant that ASUU would "rcturn lo tht' pu-
sition in existence before the Commission
was set up".

ln othei words, ASUU NEC argued, "the
cookev Commission's Report and the
white6aoer will be treated ai if they do not
exist".'Tfie Council, of course, reiected gov-
ernment's action and decided to continue
its industrial action. But it instructed its
lawvers to "consider and take appropriate
lesil action to establish the legality ol the
or?er of the Tribunal on the Union". The
Union's detinitive position was that "the
Government wh itef aper, I he Cookey Com'
mission ReDort ana ASUU Memorandum
are the basii for negotiations". I n the ASUU

NEC Communiquels this other important
statement: "Government thinks we are a

bunch of mercenaries who are interested
in mere saiaries and who would iump at
the sieht of fizures. Nol Our main concern
is the-totalitv*of the conditions in the Uni-
versities who alfect staff and srudents".
The third and final document which I am

susseslins should be included in future
edfiYons ofthe aSUU publication underap-
oreciation is the Coinmunique issued at
ihe end of the Union's lg82 National Dele-

l!.rl( \'( rrtllr'tItlr r'(Nl)( t Ilcl,l,rt lllI lltrtvIt
'srty,rl r ,rl.rlr,rr lr0nt nl)lll llr lt)nl)l li I7, l',8j.
Il)('{ (,rnillrtnirluc was signed l)v I)1. tsio(ltll)
Ir.yrlo (tltr' oul goingl'residenl). Ur. l. Uzud
r r irr r,r Nw,r l,r, (the Ceneral Secreta I y) a nd Dr.
M,rlrrrrutl I ukur (President-Elect ). t he Con-
l('rcnrc "criticallv exam ined issues affecting
ASUU sDecificallv and the nation in general,"
and nissed resirlutions on srx kel issues,
namilv: ASUU-Government RElations;
Restorilion of benefits to lecturers illegally
ciismissed in 1978; Dealh ol Mrs. lngrid
l \(icn ()l)ol; Rt'rt'trl lltttvt'rsily ol (.,ll,ih,lr
stu(lrnl trisis; I)isnttssetl prolessors,tl tlrt'
IJnrvcr sitv ol Lauos: and ttie sta(e ol the na-
I ron's ,'co'nomy.Ishall be looking at the first
three issues.

on the ASUU-Government relations, the
Conlerence, according to the Communique,
"(omrnend('d both sldes lbr the spirit ol
uivr and take demonstrated in the negolia-
ii,rn. esoeciallv bv our own side", but in-
sisted that th6 "very crucial" guestion o.f
tiniversiw autonomv was stilf to be ad-
dressed. The Confererice therefore launched
the Phase Il of the Union's struggle which
centred on the "democratisation ol Univer-
siw administration in Nigeria, the principle
oficcountabiliw bv authbrities within each
UniversiN. efficieni and economic manage-
ment ol 'University funds and the geneial
orincioles of hieh brotessional ethics belil-
ting thos" wor[ing within the Univr'rsitv
system".
bn the question of leclurers illegally dis-

missed bv the militarv s,overnment in 1978.

the Confdrence noted 
-wi*th 

satisiaction "gov-
ernment adherence to its agreement " I oun-
conditionallv reinstate these lecturers, bur
called on the sovernment and the Univer-
sitv Councils c"oncerned to restore the privi-
Ieies of these lecturers and pay all their
odtstanding entitlements, in accordance
wirh soveniment asreement with ASUU on
this iisue "without*any further delay"' And
on Mrs. Ingrid Essien-bbot, who wis mur-
dered on A-Dril 21.'198i, in her residence on
the camous'of the Universiry of Calabar. the
Conferehce called on the ippropriate au-
thorities to "ensure a prompt and thorough
investigation": of the murder and release

t lrr lind ings ot 1 ll' ,tul opsy t ( )n( ll l( tr'( | 'l llt I

hr inq suspr'( I\, il .rrly, to horlk "willtottl ltrt
t her'delay". Essien-( )l)ol, a radit al lt'lt lrt
and ieminist. was the SeLrel.rrv of I he I Ilti'
versitv of Calabar branch ol ASUU at tht'
time of her murder.
Between l98l and zoo9, the period covered

by the ASUU Communiques, the country
oissed throush seven rdqimes: President
(hehu shasari.-(1979-1983): General Muham-
madu Buhiri (iss+-lsas); General Ibrahim
grhanp ida ( tggstggl): General Sani Abacha
1yt1q j-l,ien)jr,r,nt'r.rl Abdulsalami Abubakar
( t,r,rx I,t,r,r); I'r t.sitlent t llusegun Obasanio
(lggg-ltto7\ .ttttl l'tt'ritlent Umaru Musa
Var'Adua (2i)o7.2{)lr}). Wilhilt ll)o s.rme PC-
riod. ASUU hatl the lirlkrwrltg lt'.rdcrships:
Dr. Biodun leyifo (l9tto-lqR I ): I )I. Mahrntr(l
Tukur (1982-1986); Dr. Festus ly.rvi (l9tt6'
r988); Dr. Aftahiru lega (t9as-tss+); ur. As

sisi Asobie (1994-2000): Dr. Dipo Fashina
(2oo0-20o4): Dr. Abdullahi Sule-Kano
(zoo+-zooa); and Professor Ukachukwu
Awuzie (2oo8- ).

I had earlier said that ASUU Communiques
is a study in the politica I history of Nigeria.
To further appreciate this, you may con-
struct a coffiposite ASUU-leaderihip /
resime chart bv matchinq successive ASUU

leidershios "against - corresponding
resimes ih the cduntrv. Il vou do-this and
thin read or re-read th-e publication under
aDDrecidtion vou are mbst likely to learn
m6re not onlv about ASUU's laniuage and
tacrics of sl rugAle -over time- but also the
difterenccs i n t he t hr rat ters o[ I he regimes
the union had lat ed as well as the range ol
specific issues ol struggle that developed
between ASUU and the Nigerian state -
ae.ain, overl ime. You will, of course, also ap-
pieciate the range of leaderships thatASUU
has had.
What is left for me to do here is to high-

lieht. testifv to, and commend two declara-
ti"ons in the Foreword. First is ASUU'5
'avowed mission of saving Nigeria from its
local caDtors and their foreiin collabora-
lors at the Internatjonal Monelary Fund
and World Bank (lMF/\a/B)". And the second
is its "commitmeDt to remain in the van-
guard of the struggle to build a Nigerian

nation founded on the irreducible princi-
nles of industrial democracy, socio-eco-
iromic iustice. and home-grown
,levcloomdnt'. aSUU would have idded
"oopulir democracy" which, as the publica-
tiori shows, has beeh a constanl element in
ASUU's olatform. over time.

we miy now conclude this appreciation
with a look at lhe Acddemic Stall Union ol
Universities (AsUU), the author of the publi-
cation. What would be mv reaction it some-
one, after reading what , have so far written,
asks: "Are these n'ot the same lecturers who
sexuallv harass their female students; sell
marks. 

-srades 
and deqrees; exploit rheir stu-

dents in"various wavsiwhile doing very little
teachinc?" Supuos6 I am also questioned on
t lre lcss'Than.it-,mmendable p6rformance of
Nigcr iarr academics- overtime inpublicof-
Iiie? I would nor rush into srupid refutation
and self del'ence especiallv when conlronted
with coDCrete evidence aid illusrrations and
demonst ration of pervasiveness. Nor would
I simolv admit the charges. I would rather
take mv hwotherical inttrrogator through
a dialectiial analvsis of his oi her observa-
tions.
With luck. if tempers do not boil over, we

mav succeed in ieaching the following
asrtements: First, that even if only a fraction
oI what is allesed aqainst Univeisity teach-
ers is true, this"will 6nly remind us fhat the
academic communitv is part and parcel of
the lars.er society anil afflicted by-some of
the larier society's maladies. Secondly, that,
if mosiof the allegations are true, it means
that the academictommunity, once thought
to be an island of exception,-has sunk, or is
sinkine deeDer. into-the larger society.
Thirdlvlthat the allegations being minimally
or mal'imallv true iloes not, byltsell erase
the exemplary political achievements
recorded bi, urilveisity teachers, organised
under ASUU. althoueh it might have consid-
erablv affecied theii sociop-olirical credibil-
ii-;rd impact, as a group .ld ql
ir;dividuals. And, finally, that ASUU should
now oDen or -re-open ariother front, a vigor-
ous lr6nt, in its struggle. The front is that of
moral and ethical selt-reform.
. Concluded.

G.
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