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By Edwin Madunagu
-pHE battles to wlrit lr I rclr'r lrcrr'rlivitle into
I rwo groups wlrit lr ,rrt rrltrrn,rt, ly lirrl<cd.

They are linked in the st'r rst' t I r,r t or rt' t,r rurot be
resolved in any rcal s('nsc wi(llorrt ,lt I('.rst a se-
rious ancl credible ('nll,r!,r'r u('r ) I wi t I r t lrc other.
In othcr words thc slrJt('lr,y "l('l rrs lace this
prohk'ln antl,,rllrr its rt'solrrliorr, l.rte lhe
otlru"" - cannot wor l<. I .r rrr lcltrring, ol course,
to the lJolo H.tr.rrrr battlcs an<l (hc nrass exis-
tor)tial battlcs wlrosc cr.rr r rrrl rlorrriDant form is

a phantom imperi.rlisrrr llr,rl is pcrr r'rv('rl .r\
merely cultural".
The message fronr tlrr olrlt'l tornp,rtr rot w,rs

just a remindcr arrtl Ircrrt t' tlitl rrot r t't;rrir t',r r t'
sponse - beyontl .trkrrowlctll',crr)r'r)t. lllrt nly
younger frierrrl rtccrlt'r I,r r ('\l)( rr l\r'. I t,r I lrr I Irr r r r

on phone and .tl llrt't'lttl ,,f ,t I,,ttt',,rtr,l st'trt,'
what heated argur))('r)t I ru,rrr,rllcrl to l)r os('nt .l
position whit lt trr,ry lrl srrrrrnr,u iz,'rl ,rs lol
Iows:The ant i.itrtl rr rlrsir ly r r'r r rov.rl I)r1)t r'\ls ,1r lr I

t lreir leadcrslril)s w('r (' l( I('( )l( )grt ,rl[y. 1roli1 11 .1lly
and socially l.rr llrrrn lrt'iug lrontol',t rrr'orrs.
The movement was hclcl togethcr tlrrotrglrorrt
the protest - fron) t Irc rr)()r) r('r rt I lrr ltrcl srrl rsir Iv
removal was ant)oun(('tl ort l,rrtrr,rry l, 2ol.l,
through the national worl<t rs' stril(c wl)i( Il
began on January 9, to t lrt' nrilil,rly ot t rrlr,rl iorr
of Lagos and somc ot hcr r il it's 0rr l.rrIl,lr y l(), l tl)
to the armed dispr:rs.rl ol llrt'protcssiorr ol
some scrrirlr citizer)s.r torrplt'ol tl.rys l,rlt'r l,y
oplxlsitior) to t lrt' int r c,rsc ir r I I rt' I 

rr ir t' ol pct r oI
antl tltc tllt't ts ol llris slrtr ilit irrt r t',rst'orr rlt'rr
cr,rl pritc lt'vcls.
'I llr' r ) lov('rr)('r ll w.rs si rr rull.r r rt,or rsly st l( rr rg,r rrtl
fragilc. Wc' all s.rw thc strrllg,th.'l he lragility,
wlirch was tliere fron the start, began to show
when the regime indicated that it woulcl pro-
pose a 5O per cent price cut in the more than 11o
per cent increase announced on fa nua ry t. Th is
indication was then followed with a political
blackmail backed by "securiry reports" that
some elements in the protest movement or
among its "sponsors" wanted to use the crisis to
achieve what ttrey coulcl not achievc througl'r
tlre h,rllot lrox:;r "rc11irnr"'ch.rrrge, tl),Il is, re-
nrov,rl ol I'rt'sirlt'rrl lorr,rllr.rrr firrrrr powt'r. flre
inrpor-t ol l lrcst' tw() r)lovcs by lhe regirre were
t,tplrtrt'tl lry tlre prirrt,rrttl sori,tl rnedi.r. /7re
Lutnlian ol Surrday. January I5, for inst,rnce,
carried tl're front page lead headline: "Fuel sub-
sidy: Labour, Civil Sociery m.ry spiit".
The proposition emerging frorn I Irt' ,rLrovc is

thJt it wds forlunlre th,rt the l)rot('st cn(l('d
wlrcn jt d id, or rnore spcci[ic,rllv, t lr,r t il w,rs lor -

tunate th.rt the civil \(x ir'lVwins o[tlre tnove-
ment agreed to encl thc protcst when the
labour-wing callerl ol I t lrr rr,rt ron.rl st ril(e. Had

t lrt' 1rr ol csl t or rl itrrrt,r I il worrltl ntost probably
lr,rvt'toll,rPs('tl rrol irr its cr)tircty, but as a
rrrril0rl lr0ill. lirrl tlrt'n, lllc strellgth of the
r))ov('rn(',ll I,ry ur tlrt'rrrrily ol its various frac-
t iorrs ir lt.rrl il ir.r l l ry r l i l lcr t'rrrrs in levels of class
,r rrtl poIit it ,r I t orrst iousrrt.ss, rnaterial circum-
sl,rn( ('s, irrrrnctli,rt c rrertls,.rspirations and ex-.

Irr'r l.rl irrtrs, r t'srlrIrrr r'.rr)( I ('xl)('r icnce. O[these
l,rt loI s, r lillt rt rtr t's irr I Irr. (h'Ar ('r.s o[ [r cedont
Ironr llrt, inllrrcnrr. ol tlrc lulcrs'ideologies
lxrscrl I lrt'tr c,rl ('st (l.lnrr('r,)l t hc ti nre the strike
,ttrrl Prott'sts wt'rc t,rllerl off. Every veteran
Irtlrlcr wor rl, I l ,r,r'r l 't.r tcr I to r t'cogl r ise byTues-
tl,ry, l,r r rrr,rr v 17,.,r )li t I r,rt rl worrltl I rc pol it ic.rlly
.tr rr I ltryr I rr rlo1,.rr .rlly r I rr.rst I orrs for I Ire masses
,rrrr I I lrL'ir or li,lnis.rt ioDs to Jnclrpt to continue
I lrt' ; rr ol Csl wit lr t lr.rt Pa|ticular contposition,
sl r r r( I l rr (., lr'.rr lcr slrip .r nrl airove all method.

I I rr',rl,ovr' I )r r )l )( )\tl t(,t I t,tt r lle tttadc st ronggr'
Yor r wr ll r rl r;r.t t ivr'ly lre.r rr,rgcrrl 1lr ovocateur if
yorr .rtlo1>t .r lbr"rn of strr-rggle, origree to be in-
vr rlyi.,1 l,, .r lorrl of st r rrggie, or accept to be in
t lrt' lt'.rtltr ship o[ a forrrr of st ruggle and fail
or rrluse t o sec wlrer r t Ire.rdopt ed form has got
(o the end of its life span .rnd has to be laid ro
rest or transformed lo anorher form. So, in
analysing the l.rst ,rnti-frrel srrbsidy removal
struggle we should be able to see thdt Ihe ques-
tion o[ "berrayal" does not arise. The protest
was also not a-failure. It exhausred irs subjec-
tive and obiective possibilities as a unired
front. My insistence with the young compatri-
ots here was that the alliance with tabour must
not be threatened but, rather, should be main-
tained and stren.qthened.lt will be suntmonccl,
again and again,by history.
About tl're time I receivecl the contradictory

"verdicts" on the anti-fucl subsicly removal
protest from my two compatriots, I saw tlvo
Dewspaper reports on the mattcr. In thc first
rcl)orl,r st'rriorl,rlrorrr It,.rth.r r.rirl llr,rl tlrt.,rilrr
ol l ltt' tn,tss l)t olr'r,l w,r\ l( ) r (,n ll)r'l llrt'govtt t r-

Drer)t to respcct I lre wishcs ol t lre N igt'r'i;rrr pr:o
ple. He therr .rtlvisctl ,rnyor)r' wlrrr w.rrrlt,rl ,r

irigher objt'ct ive, st:t lt r s "r t'girr rr r lr,r r rr',, "', l, r

gtl through tlre h,rllot Irox. llrt nr'\t rl,ry ,r

leader of onc ol I ltt' |. rr t i, iP,r I ir u,. r rvrl rr ', rlt y

organisdtions said that Labour had obviously
reached its "lim its", but thdl Ciyil Society activists
were yet to get to theirs. These two statements
were mild indications of the threat to the unity
of the movement - as I said earlier. I patiently
pointed this out to theyoung pdtriots.
It was also my advice that the "protest move-

ment" must get the economic argument right. I
relerred someyoungcompat riots to Biodun ley-
ifo's argument: "The simple truth is that there is
and Ifiere /s no oil subsidy. There is: because ac-
tual sums are paid out by the government to in-
dividuals and businesses. And there is no oil
subsidy: because the marhem,rt!cs .rnd the log-
ics of operations along the value chain of pro-
ductjon indicate that the 'subsidy' is a pure
fiction, a concoction that is used to divert hu-
mungous sums from our national coffers to pr!
vate hands" (Talakawa Liberation Courier,
Number zz8, The Cuardian, Sunday, January t5,
2012).
On Friday, Ianuary 8, I had received a text mes-

sage to rhe e{fect that the sender had learnt from
wvo independent and reliable sources that "op-
ponents o[ lonathan.in the North are using rhe
name Boko Hararr [alsely t o ca rry ou t terrorism",
and that "rhe re al Boko Haram is not anri-Christ-
ian and is for thr: common people and the poor
in Nigeria against the riclr". He ended with an ad-
monilion that is rypically his:"Be w,rrrred against
imperialists, secession pl.rnr)ers arrtl rcckless op-
portunists". This slal enrr'rrt,,rs it slarrrls, rlocs rrr,l
say much aboul Iioko l/,,r,urr, hrrt'(,rn sr'rve,r\,r
sl art ing poillt ol-.r tlist trssiort. I slr,r ll pr rr sr rt' t ir is.
My gre,rtest Ii,.rr,rl I lrt' rr roru(.nl is r I l.rl il t lrc ctrr-
rcnl &*o I ltr.lrr ollcnsive cscal,ites, rarlicalpa-
triots nray not l(now how to respond, or may
respond jn factions - along the lines of the in-
evitable divisions in the Nigerian state. Although
it is not for me to dictate what individual patri-
ots should be doing now, I feel it is necessary to
,rdvise tha t as we prosecute ou r pa rticul<l r str ug-
gles we should not lose sight o[ the movement
of thewhole. I shall,in the comingweeks,elabo-
ril te the key points I raised in this opening seg-
rrrcDt.
. Rt be continued.
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The very ncxl tl,ry, Wctlrrcsrlly, flrruaryt8, an-
otlrt't'cotttll.tlr iol,,rrr olrlt'r orrt', Irt'pln his Icxl
to nlc wil l) tltt' wot r I "( ot t1,,t,tl ttl,tl iotts". I Ic was
happy about tlrt' ,rr lritvlrrrt'rrt ol tlrc labout'
nrovement and civil soLicty groups, but re-
n-rinded everyonc tlrnt tl)r: struggle had to go
beyond what tratlc unions coulcl clo, and were
l)repared to tlo. Ilrt' crrt'rny, he insisted, "is im-
pcr"ialisrrr lirrl<t'tl lo tlr,: local vultures". After
r t.acling tlrr: lt'xt I s.rirl to no one in particular:
'And for thc .rvoitl,rrrt t' of cloubt, this imperial-
rsnr is neolibcr al r'.rpit,rlist imperialism and not
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Irlotes on currentbattles (2)
By Edwin MadunagY
f N this second segntct)l I slt,rll Ir rl tlr, l sltlre my
Itlrotrghrs and riotes ott tltt' ,t rliitr, tlevelop
rrrt'rrt,Iraiectory itlt'okrgy (so1111' 1,rll it "lrarra-
tivt"),agehda,alttl tttolivl hrlt r rrl /i r/.tr Haram,
,rltt lroil to eng,lg(' I I rr I rlr x,t ly tt ttt tt 1',t'ttcy - dia-
logrre, or force]o'r:lrot lr. I slr,rll ,rls,, Lrok'at the
tlrr:ents or allegt'rl llrtr',tts ttl st't t'srloll .rnd the
voiced pledgciol sotttt' st t t vivir rg vt'l ct.tns of the
(tU{'6 -7O) crisis,tt tr I w,rt I o, ot tr r',t1iti tt, oppo:q
iccession'with .ttrtts. [;toltl .tll tlrcsc would
urtterge, I exptr l, I I rt' t'lt't t tt't tl.tly lt'ssor rs oI Niger-
i.rrr history irrtl ( l rt' t,tsks l rt'lot t' t.tt ltt',tl p.ll riots,
rt'rruine demot t,tts.rrttl lt'ltists. ltt tlris present
tlxcrcise - atrtl t le lir ttl t'lv r rol ;rs.r rtrle! - I would rry,
,rs much as possihlc, to ornit names of dramaris
t n'rsonac, oi t ltt'i r,rl I i I i.rt ir tr rs or even their loca-
iitlns. Myairtr is l(),lvoi(l,.llsoas much as possi-
I rle, ad h6nrirrt'rr r ri'.rdi r rg of this parricular piece-

L,rst Thursday, irt tlrc [irst segment, I reported
beiDs toid fy; 6tl11ip,rtliot that he leamt from
two independent arxl tlependable sources that
"ouponeirts of lon.tllt.rrr irr the North are using
t hb hame Boko Har,rrt r I,llst'ly to carry or tl tt't tr rt-

ism" and that "the rcal lktktt llarattt is tlot :rtiti
Christian and is [or t ltc cor tt tt tot t lrr rplc .tt ttl t Itc
rroor in Niseria as.ainst the riclt". Ilrt'll lollowed
ilre warning, wfrrcYfr Ialso reported: "Be warned
,rgainst im"perialism, secesiion planners and
Ircl(less oDDor-tunists".
nrr ordiri.rh rc,rrlirrg of lhis message suggests

tlr.rl tlrc.rrrllior lx'lit'vt'sthattherearemorethan
orr0 lkrl<o I laraln, or tltat Boko Haram nowefsts
rn l,rt I iorrs,ot t lr.rl t lrc "original" BokoHaram has
I rt't'r r takrtt ovt'r, or lril.rcke-d, by other forces -"en-
rrnies ol'lon.ithJtt ltr rttl tlre N-orrh". The last pos-

sil,rilirv would stlgg('st thc olrvious, namely, that
Ionat6an hasotltt't "cttt'tttit's" liorn otherparts
i,f the countrv. in thc Sor rtlr.'lir he able to adopt
this message, as cl.tlxrr'.tlt'tt, ;rs a working hy-

Irothesis, I h.-ave toellt'tt Iw().llnt'ndments. Fit sl:

i lrat "lonat h:r rr", I ry wl r rt I I is tttc.ltll t he regi me ol
I'residertt Corxllrri k loIt,tllt.ltt, It,ts "cncrlries" irt

thc North otlrcr tlt;rlt, or irl addition to,thosewho
Ir,rve hijac kt'tl t ltt' or irtir r,tl Iloko Haraln, or hlve
l, rrrnedant,l I tcr - I r tr r iil,'t ottsly sectarian - faction

of the Egoup (but retaining the s.lll l(' t r,r rr r(', /l()k( )

Haram).
The second amendmt'trl is t lt,rt t I rr' I'l rr'l I I tt'\ \('

indicated can be separ,rtctI ittlt I I wo 1',r r )r Il'\: r.', i/
enemies and nlerc (I)/n,L('Ill\. llrt rlllli'r rrtt t'
should beclear in Nigi'ri.l's l)t1's('lrl 1,oltltt,tl t ott
text. With these twoamctttltt tt't ll s, I t,lt l,tt I r1 rl I ll1'

messase I received - or t.ttltt'l ils.'l,tlxrt,rlt'rl vt't
sion -a"s a working hypot I rt'sis. At I tt st l, x rk. t I rt' I rv

pothesis may apfe,r ir ll ('l I l,lllV ( r,t )ll.lt ltr loI y. Al

tloserlook howevcr,w('s('t' llr,ll il i\ l)()1.

It is mvhoDe that tiittlt't s wot tltltlllr lt't sl,lt l,ll lt,rl
whatlimhoing lrcrc is n()l (l lll('lt,ttt,l, ttt l,tr l,
sterile-academic exercisc. AII I arrr i rrr plit i t ly s,ry

insis thatwe should be ablc tr r kltow wltt'tt wt'.tt r'
safing the same thitrg irt tlillt't t't tl w,tys, wltt't t wt'
arl fdcusing on diffcrcnt ,lsl)('( ls ol tltt' s-.ttttt'

thins. when we are aDDt eci.tl lttg t llt' s.rr trt' tltittg
at dffierent levels, and, alx,vt' .ill, wlrt't t' wt' tlis
asree and the character ;n(l ll)(',lsl ll {' oI t I lis rlis
afireemenr. One primary tltllV ( )l l,lr I rt,rl I 

),rl I r( )l \,
ginrrine dcmocrits.rlrd lt'lt ists, ir r ;,'tt Iir I tl'tt, ts l.
Fyltl tttttlcrsl.ltld,,ttttl tllt'tt t'x1rl,ttt r lrI I Irt' lI'r'1rl'.'
wlr.rt is goiltgtltt itl otll ( ()lltll I y ttt,tll tl r t,ttttiltt.t
tions airtl il)tcr-(onttcct('tltttss. WIt.rt tlillcrcrrt
I )('()l )h',lr )(l gr ()ttPs. it tt lt ttlrttg I ltt' t r rlt't s,,tt tt I yott
yotri s,'lvt's - tft r wit lt tlre t t trt lt is rrlt irr l,rt t'ly lclt to
them.
Recentlv. I came upon an admonit ion on terror-

ism frori a foreign'military officer who is also an
intellecrual in hif own rightfheadmonirionwas
quoled bv a perceptive Nigerian newspaper
cblumnist. It goes lil('e this: "Fiist of all, you need a

comprehensive national srrategy to tackle terror-
ism.'This comprehensive national sffat egy must
be overarching a polirical strategy. lt may have
other components: tor example, it must hnve a
media component, an information component'
a polirical component, an economic component
end, of course, a military component. But mere
tuse of military force will not solve the problem".
The officer conrinued:'Above all, if the terrorism
is b,rscd on an ideology, then most critically, iCllbe
ir))rx)r t.urt to addres!"t he narrJt ive of t hit itleol-
ogy. I r r wl rich case, you have to dcvelop (l cou I Il ('l:
r r.iir .rt ivc or ln alternat ive ltJrraLive to persuade
people away frorn the narrative which they are

prrrsrrirrli'.' IIrrr rs,rrr,rrlirl.rlrltoIt ollr'tt'tl to the general
I rr ll rlrt, I o "lt I ro( v( r tl I t l,ry ( ( )t l(ern", as they say.

As,rsl.rlr'il rt'rrl 0r r llrr',lt.tl,r tit.rlapproach tOter-
r orisnr ,rr rr I lirr rr lr t'r I lrltt'ttotucna, it is not new;
lrrrt tlrr. ollrr , r Ir.rr Iri st'rttt'rl rt irr a parricularl;i
lrr illr,rrrl,urrl Prt r rst' l,rrrgtt,tge. It is also-signifi-
t,rr rt I lr.rl rt lr,is t,,tt rt' lr orrr .imilitary officer de
sr r ilrcrl ,rs ".tr t orttplislrtcl". But, then,- as a
L rr r1,, 1',,r rt ,1 1'r r t r rs oI i x rlit ic,rl rynicism would say,

it t,il<t's,r wrsr' r r rlrl lo I re,thle to utilize good ad-
vit t'.

Ir r .r1,; r1 1'r r.rt ir r1', I I tr' gr x rr I,rdvice offered by the
rr rrlrt,rr y olli, ,'r,l wot tlt ls,ty that many Nigerians
I rlr,'vt t Ir,rt Ik ilr t I l,tt,ttrt,ol lI)eIerroristlactions
ol il, lr,rvt',rn irlt'ology,.t "ttarrative" and a mis-
sit rn. In,r r ('( r'r rl sl r0r t Pir:cc titled Boko Haran)
ttrtl tltt' tlttc.tt ol tltliiical Ls/am, one of such
N rrlr'r r,rr rs r.rrr l: "lh ilt t I l,rr',t t tt is a jilradist organ-
rr,ir ror r I lr,rl I r,rs t l.'r l,r rt'tl war against anybody
llr,rt is rrlrlrost'rl to its cause. Boko Harammili-
t,r r rl s ,rr ti ri>t askirrg for jobs. Theyare not agitat-
irr1,, Ior .ury lin;rrrcial reward or comp-ensation.
I I ilrr r ,rr rst' rs r t'ligious." I mayadd -for bemer un-

r lt'r sl,r r rr I ir rg ol t I ris Nigeriants point o[view - that
l,olitical IsEmh as beeh defined, simply, as a "set
of ideologjes holding that Islam is not only a re
lision but also a polltical svstem". Modem ac-
triists of Politica'l lslam'fifht to establish this
Dolitic.ll (indeed. social) svstem.
'Mv posiiion heie is thirlnless and unril Boko
Harim or the laction or factions which have
been acceotins. responsi bi I iW for t he bloody acts
of the pait fe"w rrionths tell us otherwisi: the
statem6nt above rema ins a srrong hypot hesis. I

am a keen student of revolutions and I justify
and defend popular revolutions especially those
that are antiiriperialist and anricapitalisr I be-
lieve that many Nigerians of my own ideological
and oolirical oiien'iarion are still strueeling, like
nrvsclf, to understand Boko Haram. ti't.-he group
is .rct ru llv rr:voh rtiona rv it should assist its com-
p.ltr,ots 6y s.rying mort'about itself .rnd itrstifu
its rrrctlri'tts',rrxl .rctions on rt'vrrltlti,tury
grr rr r rrr ls. My ,r ltyrt',r Lt lso 1',ocs, pt'l lt,t; rs r nol c t li-
rectly, t() lkiltt I l,rr,rttt'.s llrroti'ltt i,ttts,rtttl itlto
logues.

Another Nigerian who, narurally, has shown
much concem about the currentdevelopments in
our countrv. said recentlv in a widely circulated
statemen t: their (that i s, Boko Haram s) a i m is to-

brins sociefv to its knees, to creal.e a siruation ot
totalanarchv that will either break up the nation
or brins back the militarv which ruled Nigeria in a
su.c.ss]on of coups between the mid-t96os and
the late 199os". And. again. in the same essay, he
said: "Again and again they have declared their
blunt m"anifesto - iot mer6lv to Islamise the na-
tion, but, to bring it under aipecific kind of fun-
damentalist strain". And, then: "Ratherthan act in
defence of Nigeria's Consfi rurion, past rulers have
cosseted thelggressors for shon-term political
gains."
-Mvcomment here is the same as the opinion I ex-
or6ssed above on the alleeed "narrarive" and "mis-
iion" of Boko Haram. Beiond this, however, I am
struck bv the reference to "total anarchy'', "break-
uo of th6 narion" and "military coups" which the
r,vriter claims - and I completely agiee - co,uld re-

sult fiom an escalarion of ,Boko Haram3offensive.
When some srouos inthe South-South threatened
during the p"roteit over fuel subsidy removal that
thev would consider seceding llom the counny it
Preiident lonathan'slife or refrme was threatened,
mV response was that the Bol<o Haram 3 campaign
of-mas's murder would achjeve t hat objective lor
them. So there was no need to issue threats' This
type of narrowness is ulrimately as dangerous as

the BokoHaram.
As for theexoressed commitment of a [ormercivil
war commaider to put back his army unilorm to
fi ght any secessionist afl.em pt, r ny response is rwo
fold. First, that the most serious t I rlert to t he unity
of the nation at the morncn r is Boko //.lram and
not the "ex-militants" of the Nigcr-Delta; and sec-

ond, that if that thre.rt evcr becotnes real the
calamirvwill not resemlrle tl)Jt of (1966 - l97o). It
will be Iike Somalia or Yrrgoslavia: multiple civil
warsand multiple secessions. Thc compat riot who
wamed about "imperialism, secession planners
and recldess oppoitunists" w,rs pr ohably seeing
the compiex charactcr of t Itc l)t ('sr'l )t nal ion.ll cn-
s1s.
. Concluded.
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