
.I'IIE GUARDIAN,'I'I11 IIISI)AY, MARCH 6, 2OOB 65

ryi**##ihi'a,i;r,f#iir:riillHi Notes sm,poverty eradication'zooS), reminded me o{'a po.
ment conrlnctecl iri Calaba.:

Ii.y llrlu,i n Mtrdunaglr
oovertv eradicaLiutt rut,I lrttt I'ti, l rr,tllmen-
iaries 6n *rem, tlrawltg hottt s,,tttrls lrc hacl

either cited or had known. I shall lirllttw this
with Asozinos fural reflections ult ltis ttwn
,r.r.*r"].- I shall then end wit h wl ta I : t vcl t'r'-
in bo[tician, a nonJeftisq said rcccntly orr

an lsoecl ofooverw eradication. "lrt lrtrtr-
dreds'of ided flourish", to paxaphrase Mao
Zedung.". 

Proposition One: "Ln a nutshell,
what I orooos6 is that an annual allocation
from r}'e btrdeet should be given directly to
the people as grants, not crcdits, to invest on
theii own as part ofilre fight against poverty.
The developid counbies do this every year
and we need to do it also i['wc me ever to
banish oovertv fiottr otu'laltl. I wlrs thrilled
to read'in The Guardinn ort editorial last
week that our own Servant I-cadcr ha-s bucl-
eeLed one billion naira. lt-r lx' rllrx'alrrl lo
Tz,ooo heads of families, tn:ile rrnrl li'rtt:ilr'.
across the country". Cr.murrelrt: In ilrc
Calabar experiment small gt'a:tLs wcrc given
t o neighboirrhood organ isarions lbr cotnmu-
nity d-evelopment - rehabilitation of roads
and markets, sanitatir-m, etc.

Pt ooosition Two: "The a.llocation
is no alternativ^e to the recornrnendation of
Zhe'Gualdian for roads, elechicity, hospital
md iobs for aII, but giving of grants is essen-
tial io the uoliftment of oiu people from rnis-
cru". Coimenl: Good.- Tle Calabar
nd.-i"ioul Eovernment could also not have
Irclieved thit its popular programmes would
solve aII the sociil-'emnc,iniiproblems of its
constituents. That adminisfbtion had two
r,'l,iectives: to alleviate mass poverly and

1 
,r iisent a powerfitl era.rnple andpossibilities,

Io lhc nation.
Prooosition Three: "Boost the

, r't ltive indusfies in the country by eshb-
lislrinu a Iiurd for film-makers in tlre budgct
r,.,,, I,,fi bring lhat as granls to any citizen who
h;rs rr. good film proposal. The lmock-on
ofl'orts will be amafrng since every film pro-
drrction employs many professionals liom
diffcrcnt baikgrounds' ln addition, set up

lilm st:lux,ls irr t'vr:ry state rurd establish iihn
studios l. ulr, lr llrc rrr:rsses wtrtildbe given
free at'ctss'] (\ilnt)ttltl: lhis is tJtoughfrrl
ald cornrncn,l,tl,h.:rll.lrrrtglt I do not ttrhk
thatit should cxrnrr: itr llrr: Iirsl. stirge ofpover-
ty eladication l)r'ugriurtrrtt . 'l lrc Mrrnicipal
Government had such lt pl:ut.

Propositiott liittn: "'[iul sotn<: of
the white elephanl projecls tlat pilsl gov('rlr
rrrr.rrts built into Stock Exchangcs in cvt'ry
st;rl|t Drovide glants for the training ol'nrar'-
kr.t I riar i,'rs undundergraduate studcnts alike
irr slrrk rrding, provide grants for yormg
grarlull.s l{, gr'1"s6'ted in iocks tradiliganii
iou will bc cn'irting hurdrds of billionaires
in thc countr"y belitrt the cttnent tetnt in
ofrce ends'l tltnntent: 1'his is excessive.ly

idealistic and optimistic. ftrtherrnore, the
ideology and viiion informing the proposi-
tion are, to sav the least, unclear'

Pioposition Five: "Such a Pro-
ramme of finahcial literacv would fail with-
6ut mass literary In thit direction, the
irnplerncnLration of a rmivctsal literary pro-
,-ni,rtnt,' l,y whitlr llrt ttnrrttployod gradtt-

'it,rs 
w,rrrkl'lx'lrirr(l l() l('il( ll thc illitt'latc I'or

lorr yr';us worrld lusrrlt irr every body beirrg
al.,le io loady irnd write within tlre terms of
o{fice of ComLrade YarAdua'l Conmentr This
proposition is thoughtfirl and commendable,
ihoirsh excessivelvldealistic and optimistic.
Who"will implement the proposal? I may
mention, howeve! that tltis was what the
revolutionarv reqimc in Cuba did in 1959 -

with literally riacrcal results. But then,
Nigeria of r,oday is 2o wolkls aparl lrorn
Cuba of1959.

Pntoosil il t n S ix : " Lstablish schol-
arship hrrr,ls loi t.he poor trniversity students
and irls,, scl ;rsirk'ir stlrl-up firnd for those
sraf,hraIls wlro wislr l'o vennreintobusiness.
%rr will srt lnw tltey would help to reduce
r r rrr.r rrl rL rvr nenl rrnd also reduce the tempta-
t ior r tri rti irrl o t riminal activities. It is not the
lrir rrrriltirurtiorral cotnpanv that hires iive
tlnrrs:rrr,l w,,r'kers tha:t s6lves uncmploy-
r r rtr rl I rt rl tlrt' fiftv *tousand small brtsinesses
t::rt lr Iririrtt five workers". Comrnent: *ris is a

Loltl statcinent. But it does nob aridress the
skrb:rl contex'L. the Wpe ofsociety cnvisaged,
ihe entrenched inttir:ests of Nigeriat ruIing
classes, and the question ofpopular power.

tlecl, l,'s,,u,, l'l r| irl I i' lI w.ts (1,rll t.ibrrtt'd by
Biko Ailrzirr.. rt Ni11't irttr ",:i,.t"rrri";i;i 

iurmeusely li'o,r the radic.lis:'rtion of g,ass-

;H#1,1" j;:lt?.di,*ji#i,i,#{t"f HJi:f_f}:r,r,*i,Jljil'}q:T*u
i"iil:il.i.'iii-;lidqr,;;iiil#.lr,,b;c' ,. ,Bv the timi th. r'l'ctcrl cotrncils

Tlecornectionb*r*""n*"iilt'.r#'3-,"" were dissuivid- in.May lgl"tl)' tlro Mtrnicipal

;;l;,iil'^;#;;;;;i ;il';;;;'il ;il; Gov.etnmenr had rec'rrrl'rl rlrc rbllowing

course ol the prcsenl -r"."J#t#". I'trrurl f-":-1:t1"""I' tuition lits ltrr' l ln'on abolished

n*. ;;",ib"'t1* ."p",r*#t^i,a iiffi p,;13,ffi i};, i;;',Ul; :'L,,'ll;:*,'m: l#
retturr to the article.

,fff.l#"t,mp.mu*qfrAffi*ilft $li[.liiriiiil,iil,';,g"'+ll'
r.pliurrl lry lr rrlililluy 1,,,,,r'tl,l,'i'"t"i'f lr"l"' lr;r'l l.u''rl "ttrtk 

l" 
''rt1'1'lv 

wltcr lothe
Ct:,u.rl Mrlr;rrrrrrrrrlrr lt,;i,,,;;.':l;;.';ii t.srrh ttl"..l lltr' ;trt' t.ttl ' rtr: rr''iglrbotrhood

Hd;i1;1ffi t1tit;1,'',;iiii l',llilil,i illlii:li:illlii llii',:;i'ili'll,iiiii'Ill:i;i:'"T:tl
i[r\.ri-d"i".g,a.-*ho*rr,,n,"aii,,:i'iii'., ;trrl, r' trr',lirl trltt';tlt"tt " rrlr''' ltad been

it*ia'":"i l"li""rr, rSSOil"* il;'iir- tslrrlrltr;hul itt st'vtr':tl rvrttrls. 'l'ltt: teachers

months aiter assurning il;;-d;;.f wttr' ;r'll ttrt|:titl v.ltttrlr'r." 'llr. Municipal

iil#i,ieia.'.i"idil"?ii,iii;i;hil.,ilti 9::::l':l'::lll ;r.lti.vrrl rlt.s. ri':trs with its

#;*ft*ff*J";#ffi lf Jrt*;:ffi ';xiiT;:;*fi iiillilli:iil:;Jilii{,ffiff1;
ild;.i-;;;;ti';l- ii'i"'[;;iHr;';lrf thepeoplefot sellritrttrt.v' ttt.rrr

mincd irs relurl in Apdii;t;:+#; _ ,,- ; ^. 
I remcnrl'i r tl,:rr rlrr'' ,rr'r's'l this

i"l"if"].t"iifi";"ilit $.;sffi;'i.."i'i politiql experirncnts, a.s wt'll ;t:; rrr,bilisers,

whitcPalrcronth"n,r=ortr"".or"r,#il^: i,T5!.^lo,Y.*"' ln lir.l ll,r 1'rrtr'i1r:rled in

;;ii"T# r;fulg rft"r th","Afi;'iii"i" ttL". direct ialour- Most ol .llrcrr' p;rlriols are

#$"mtt"ht?:T:*#t"'*""-P,,*5$,s"ii;,l5;Ii1;ll;l['',:,'1,']:
mcnr elccr.ions were conducteli;r%.;n; versity reachers, h.appv Tl,! ,1,'lr.rrrrrrrr"llobe

country. 
*.' 

pqrt of this re-rnaking, ol lris.l' rr v ;tttr l lltem-(r'tutu)' 
'fhe result o[ the Decernber, Selves - at a nuclear lt'v''l' ll u't:' :ttt .lpol'i-

r9s7 clctrr.ri in;; rlr; ad;il "ffi;"dfr r-1r""t 
1o1r9.-of 

them co,lrl t:v.t lirr g,t'1. Il is I'air

iY.ii,-r"il *,r, lr.tlv 4isoutif, Til;i."ffi to report thal_this mti ilr,v1'111 I'rr,)lrrrrnme

#f:il1Jl:i.,,ii,il',,r:iTf#":S"rUi'roff ** *b*qd by a radicrtl irhrLl't ,l s.cial

Goverrrment Alt:ir otlt of Calabar tl?rlsronnauon'

Municipality. hvt.utrr:rlly ,l*l",".iii'ilIi . - -wlfl'X::Y.:.::ill:i:'lii,.'::l::li
""ra""U,ja 

r.rld o n".u cltl.tiorr orrlcrcd. In m questlon' lhe trst pt('llllst'r'l /\ll('7lnos

lhereoeatelectioninftl,r.l,'tr*n.'nii-r", artiileisembodiedinitsIitI'': Ilrrlrrrr| Lu

;[';-tT.'.ff:Hl,r."i',ii'ii,,,1,r.''"""".if srrPport poverty eradicatiorr itr Nit.trrr' Ihe

E}'##fiii"liiji"#.jiirl'iryi,|;":il,;l :*":.I.1,_ll^",-# is thar lrr.sirr.,,r ,,";1,',,

i;;;bl" 
-irr,:"rity i" ir,J ct,i",:ir.',r,,. 1rausxY111tdua" 

whom Ag,zirr,, ,1,'scril,rl :rs

Mrrnicioal C,overnmenl ,*d;t ;;;;, i;;: "ourfirst ever Comrade Plosidt'rrl"' lrrrs arlrr;rl'

, f*i;f, , n:S*;h* H)ffif il: ilJ,#=&fl :xxfl:f, ffi x ii ui v:; l.lil #l;
' 

clecred on non-pafiy b*[l'ii[;"fi"ifi indeed one of otu' comrar]es Ii orn rnid-l97os'

Howevtr', lt,t :,, t', t;tI r,;r,r,tts whichcalnot
beblanr,rlrrrr llr. I'r,',t,l, trl il isverydiffi-
cul! rtow:r,l:rr',, 1,, ',.rt wlr,, ts it "comrade"
and who is rrot

I t'irn ;tl'.,,,r,trlrrrrt tltat about a
decadelatir', itt IIr'rlr',,tt,I Irrrll ol the19BOs,
AgOzinO bct';tt rr,' r,t tr',,1,,t tt, t,l I rl ilrlt's, a very
sh=ong one. I'l' w;t'. I I r, r r ;t 1',t :r, lt t:tlr' :tssistalt
in the Departtrrcttl ol Srx t,rLl',y, t lnivelsity
of Calabar. One tt':tg,tt I ;rtrt irtltrt:sted in
Biko's article is tlrt: i t t t ;,1 ir'; I I i. t t .l i I : ; t 4 rening
sentence quotctl ;rl,,,vr'. trrrrrtr'ly, t.hat
President YarAduirls t lttl,trt,,' rtl 1xrvr:rt1r
eradication must ltirvt' ir;r;tt,rl {tr,rrr lrir; trrtn-
ladcly, that is, leftist, ;tttlcrtrh ttl., 'l ltt stc'
ord ieason is that tlr,' ittltr l. t, tr,rt',1,r'lti-
naire"; brrl rather thrrws ttlr li.rrlr irlt';t-s on
the question of povcrly t't itr lir';tl iot t : lr ltrlus

that ihould be taken ttp st't i,,ttril1' lrr':rttse
we a:e still in searclr ol'sl.l;rlr1',1 ;rtt,l l;tr'lit's
to effectively mnfront Ihr', rts),'rrttr1'. r,1',itttr'
of neo-liberalism.

In the prearnblt' lo ltrr; ;tltit:lt:,
Professor Agozino aclmowltr 111, I I I r ; t I w I rt'tl
I reviewed President YarAct ral; rrvt' t t 1 

x t i t t I

programmes in my column in' l'l t' ( I r u r I r ; u t

il was t-lrc segment on povcllv rr:trltr:tltrrlt
t)-rat I had the pgeatest dorrlrt. ll, llr.rrl',lrl.
however, tJrat poverty eradication ir; I I t r' 

1 
rtr I

graflxne "t]ral deserves the llrrsl ,rt;,1urtI

from all and sund4y'l Agozino crrrlt" I lri'.;,r,'
arnble with the affirmation llr;rl llrr'
President is a "conscious huma:r I x'i I r1:, wl ro

seeshimself as ourservant' trtis ttp lrr ttrr lrr
srtpport hjm becatue he could tt,rl :r,'lri''vr'
miiih bv himsell his good irtllttlt.tt"
norwithsianding." l can as well trtttlitttt llt;tl
Agozino and I (ftom far-away l;tgos) w.tr'
ar-five participants in tlre politi,':tl , x;u lr
rne.t iir Calabal between Maych lj)xg ;rrxl
Mav 1989.' In what ftrllows I sLlill sttrtr-
marise Agozino"s urain propositions on

tI
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I

I
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,Trtr llS is lltt srrr,ttrl p;ttl ,l tttv tr'vir'w ()l

I Irr srrlyurl,,/ 1r,r, r'tr,1:r,/r, ;rli'{r s lit
trrr l,y ltilo At'.,,2irt,,,;t Ntg, tt;tlt I'rulrssol'
ol srriol,rgv l, rtr'ltitrt, rrr llrc Wcst Indies.
Agozirris :rrl.i( l() itppcared in The
tit:utli;ut,rl .lirrrrraLv 21, 2oo8. In ilre 6rst
Diu l .l rrry rcview, which I did last wcek, t
ilistilk"I ih propos'itions fiom Agozirro\
altirlc. and I'a:r shorl comrnentaries on
them. In this concluding part, I shall
extrart and review the remaining proposi-
tions. I shall tJlen appreciate Agozino's
reflections on his own propositions, and
'end with an interrogation and a general
assessment. The main Premise of
Prolessor Aqozino's propositions is llr;rl
tlrt Nigcrirrn Prcsidt'nt. Allrlii I lrrr;rr rr

Mrrsir YrttArltt;t, wlt,rttt lr, ,:rlllrl
"Cornrrk: l'rr:sirlt:Itl", lrlts t'trtlr;t.tl<trl ttrt
gcttrtitt,' lrrvlrly ct;trlir':tlir)ll pl'!',1:lll)lllr'
and ha.s lo lx' srtlrportetl.

Ptooosiliort Sr't r'tt
Govenrment shouJd "provide gllnl.s li,r
farmers everyyearand in allfields ol'lrunr-
inq. No matter how small the amounL you
wi-ll be remembered as the savioru of thc
Iarmins industrv in the countrry, the farm-
crs will"grow weirlthy, tlre people will pros-
ner undcr you: Comrnerf: This proposi-
hon is exceisively idealistic and optimisric,
given the Nigerian leality. Beyonilthis, the
ilobal context (neoliberal econom.ic hege-
"nrony) 

and tlre entrenched zurd'hegemon-
ic class interest ofNigerias ruling blocs a: e

not aderluately addressed. The question o{'
nonular'oower (even within thi rlictator-
lhip of neoliberaiism) to minimaJly guar-
antec this palriotic programme is not
arldrcss,'d. 

- 
l'ivt'rlthing depends on

"Conuatlc Ptesident"!
l' tttltctsitiott Eight: "Provide

grants fot h'aiirirrg irt v:rious sports li)<e

Easketball, socccr; lra.sclxrJl, tticket, box-
ing, swimming cycling, t,nrcks antl what
have vou, as tury one su( c('sslirl sporl's per-
.on 6om these fields could rrplifi a whole
communiw. Revive inter school zurd inter
community sports leagues and walch our
talentedyduth dominate every spot in the
wol]d". Comment: 1 can confirrn the
author's commendable personal interest
in these matters. But I feal his idealism

zutd ooLittristrt ltave otrttaterl lris realisrn. FIr
seems lo have lbrgoHen tlrr global conlrxl
and the c'lass intelests ol Nigr'l iaL t'aparious
nrline Llocks. Thc uislrrs o[ "Conrrade
President" nol vuil I tsl ;t tt, I i t rg, I ltesc inl erests
which ale the mling inttrrcsts in Nigeda,
interesls guautnkrrl I'v llrr' "lnternational
Communi-ty'l will 1,r.v:ril wlrenever lhey
come irrto irrnllict ,iitlr,'r uitlr popular ard
peoplt' rt'tvittg l,r)lllrrrrrtrrs or with purely
Jrirl iiol ir' ;rttr I tltl t,,rt.tltsl i, 1'rrriccls.' t'r,1'rr{rli,,l Ninr.: "lt may ta}e a
n('w l'v('nlr( llkr';rli,rt lirtltrula to accom-
l,lrslr ;rll llrr";, 1'lrr' , tttrlrtl Iirlrnula gives a

lr,,rri rlr;rrr',,1 I lr, tt.tl tott;tl rr'r cnrto lo Federa]
( iovtrnrut'lrl, lltttt rrrttc l,o sl,ate govem-
nrlnls ()n llrc lrt:;iri ol rltrivation and then
s()nl(' l() lrxlrl y,ovcrttttttrrt. :ruthorities. I
il.rllrr('llrrl irl l( rsl lo lrtr ctttl ol'the revenue
alirx lrtrrl lo llrr' {rrltrrrl, :;l;rl(' itnd local gov-
ernnlcrrt k.vcls slror rk I Ix' :r't ;r.sidc to be given
as gramt,s ltt lltt'ttrl;rlr; ll ir; ottt ttroneya.fter
all, it is not t gill lirl I IlrcL' S;trrllt"-

Cittttttt'ttt: I ir1',rrrr t:ompletely
and would sugg(lst tllitl tlrt Ii;rr:tion (of rev-
enues) for direct. clisl I il rr r I i,,r r I x' raised to 25
per cent. Futthenrtorr', I worrltl t'rrdorse the
Srrggestion earliet' ttrit,l,' l,r I rr'.'IrrrrrI Ahonsi
ol'ifie Ford Founrlirti,'rr. l.;t11,,. llr:rl tlte so-
called excess crutltr oil r';ttttitrgs slrould no
ionger be distributtrl, lrtrt. :rltorrkl rnther be
usea in revamping lrttwt't ;ttttl tl'ansport
inliastrucfures acloss t I rt' r r rt r t t t ry. Ahonsi,
who happens lo be Ag,,zirr,,s lii,'rr,l lrnrl for-
mer collaazue, marh' llris srrg1-r'sliott in his
arncle Wlat nfi)nntr ,il .q,t,'nr,ts'? (The
Guardian, J anuary 1'1,, 2(x ) ll ).

Ifthe Constitrrt.iorr ol llrt: liederal
Republic of Nigeria drxrs Irol.;ilkrw this, then
ttre appropriale Segm('rrl .l lltl rLr'tttnent
should-be-amended. lhrt itr llr, tttr';ttllitne,
tJte qovemors should lrc ttt;trlt t. rrrlrtlttatily
surr"ender their shares ,,{ lltr' 'r'xttss t nttle"
bootv. We should. huw,'v,'1, in ,'ttL i,l,'rilisnt
andtptimism, nol forgl'l tlrc glolral conlext
and tlie interest ol'natiunirl nrling tlasses and
blocs. We should notfbrgct poiitios and polit-
ical power. What political foices ale to irnple-

qation'l Tlro ttt;tlc tr', i1't, ttl', ,rl llr, qllltLs
ll.y l',rlrr irl IVladunagu iglatte"s) nray rr.l stil'rr(l .llr'' r)r(,M'y

rFceived ol1 new wivt's rrr strtril;tt li'rllls ol'

slxtl ivls .r r r I 1,r, ,glatttmes fot' povel'ty erad-
ir'atir rrr irr Niu,'r'i;r r'[ 2OO8. Ont'set. Plond-
ed bv a crc;t.tivt' lt'fl.isl, is based on dircct
econlnlt(' r'ttr1,I,1rrtcttl,,l' tllc people. The
other. sug{r'slr1l l,r ;t vtl,'r';trt lrrlitician arrd
rcrired pirhli. .,'rlirttl, ;t rt,,rr l,'llist. is bascd
on the creation ol 'Llutl ,rrrltttttly lllal cre-
ates employment'l While Lhc surrn<l set
rclcrs to history and expt't'icnr't'. llrl lirsl
irnplicitly pruceeds ftom lhc nt't'tl lrr tty
t,,rir,. revohrtiotra-rv routcs oul ol'thc ptes-
r.rrl silrrirlion. Bothscts do not qtrestion tlre
11;lliorr;rl :rrrd inlernational context of'
nrrrlilx'rl.l r:a.pit.alist economy. None 4iret'tly
ol r.x1,li,'illv i;rists lltr qttestion ofaltelna-
livc inlilir';rl 1r,wcr'. l1'r'ltitPs llte prtsent
Dowcr strarrlurt will tlol' fur' lhe l\ 0 scls ul pt'l'sPt't-
tives/progra ttrmos an ta golt isl ic? Or la tl rer.

are thev uolar opposite and irreconcilablt"/
tlen ib'strarrJy intl t-heoretically' they are
not incompatihle. Brrl lhe queslion ca-nnot

be iurswerecl concretely outside politics,
oul:sirftr the ()ntext. o[political power, class
clrrrirrlt'r'ol'drc rrrlitrg blor:s and tlre state.
lirl tx;rtrrlrlr', willr rlrrr t'r's1xtl lo "('utnr;tde
l'r1'si(l('nl \;utArltrrr', tlrt pl'escltt rcgitttu
t:arrnot adool anv ol the lwo a.lternative
roads to p6verty elariication. Earh runs
counLer lo the logic of lJle ruling blocs' corc
class interests and the diktaLs ol'global
neoliberal capi talist economy.

I,et me conclude by cot)ilng to
terms, once again, with reality. lirr any-seri-
ous analVsis-of any st'liotts proposal for'
social-econolnir' , rr Pr rli l i, ;rl l t itttsfi rrmation,
afiv'wht'rr in llr,' i'lrirrl W,l'ld, inchrding
NiLcriir. llrct rilicirl rlt'tttrttt, ifnot thestart-
ing-;r,irrt. is wlurl I lr:rvt't'alled the "global
,ririri.rr'l Arrrl l,y tlris, we nrean the [lobal
rrr'r,lil*r':rl,:rl,ititlist hegernony and thc
,tl,,lr:rl 1r'liti,;rl dittatorship of the ncw
irrrl,'r'i;rlisrrr. You deceive youself il' yull
,l,,ir't t;rkr. tlris fartor into accotutt. On tlrt'
.llrlr lr;rttrl, you are a miserable slavt if'yotr
:,r rrl,ly sr n.renderto it. You have lo ttt:goti:rle
witli rt on behalf of youl people. in ir dcler-
rrrirretl rurd revolutionary manner. Ancl you
hwc a large degree of fi'eedorn; there is
rrrrtch rootn for negoliation. For' m wehave
seel- as vicious and lelocious as Lhe llcw
imperialism is, iL cannot ga.rrison the world.
rConcluded.

Ir[otes on'poverty eradicatiolr'(2]

mel)L (,lII r r.roIr rl rorlrr \, ;rropOsals?
l'tt)l)t).',ttr)!t '/irt: "One way to

resolvo llr clr',r:. rr llrc Nigcr Delta is by
aJlocirlirrl', l,rllr,,rr:,,i',,,tt.t .tltnually lt'om
the burlg,'t ,,1 tlr, ,,rl rrr'lt r r,'Bion) tlirectly
to the ptrrpl lri itrverl ;rr tlrt^y see fit-and
thereby dctt'r l(r(ln:tl)l)trrl'. rrr; tt sure of{hst
money", (\ttttttt|trl. ,'\1',;rtlr, I ;igree com-
pletely. IJtrr lltl r;rrr",lt,,tr, .'t,' Wlto are
icfually th,'1r'r,1tl, ' ,\rr,l lr,,rr rrtll tlrc peo-
plt' be reir, lr,',1. 1,, r",,,' l,\ I'{ lsun. ot'
ihlouglr solttc tr'1,11',' trl,rltr, . r.rrttttlilors,
village hearls lirtrtill lr, r,l,. r'llr'' W'ar.e'
agaii, ignoring 1',L,lr'rl r,,rrt, rl ;rrtrl class
interests of Nigt:rirri; tttltrtl', lrl,xr;. We:u'e
again, ignoting polilir", .rrr,I 1,,,lrlr, :rl l,ower.
Who GII implcrrr,'rrt llrr" 1,ri,;r,s.tl: the
regime of"ComrarI l'rr",r,l,'rrl'

Ae:ozittris lirt:tl r tll,rl trtrt: ln
concluding His a,lu,',,,,1. lirl',r AHozino
said: "l adnit thal sottt,i 1'r'rr1'L rrllo gp1

these grants wou]d w:nll llt.ltt rrtr ;tlt,tlltcr
wife or spend them,,tt r1,rr',rrrrllllirllri\m
lather than on prodtttlivrtv s,llr, lxl,Jil('
who go into legitimatt'lrttsitr,,,', Irrtl',lrl lL,p
civenthat there is risk itt llct\ I'tlr.ilt.ss.
Eut with orooer trainins, Irltttl w"lll'l sll('-
eeed. And even if it is o;lv lt;rll l I r.r t,r tr',r rr I

vearlv. the governmenl wt'ttll tlr "v"t lltt'
iranG *u'oirgh taxation tttt llt.tt l,trr'ttt.ss
pro6ts alrd [hrough thc ittr',,trt, l,rr llr:tl
iheirworkers worild pay as t.lr,'v ,';rt Ir' Ir, rl II )

mention the value-added Ltxls ;t t t, I': t vl I t1',s

on imports that [heirprodu('ls;lttrl :r't vt' r's

worildgenerate for the countrv'l- It would have brtlr ,lt:r:t: lt.tts
for {gozino's dissertation if tl tt I ; t t t I I to t I I i tt I

not made thcse concessions, il lrrr ltlrrl rrol
loolrcdback at what I have calltxl "txt:t'ssivt'
idea.lisrn and optimism'l Th(' r1,l lltssiurls
do not counter ihe propositions btlt I itlh('l'
intenogate them, ur$ng tho autltor lo
strengtFen his ploposi[ions by lor-rking rcaJ-
iq, in the eye. We may expand the "intt:n'o-

sell-gratificatirin. Given llr. tr':rlitr ;ttlrl
pt"vilence ol poverb; sotttt' tttrtt ttr.r' lll,'
h'ants to nav their rents. o. theil clril,ll'lrs
.".hool feei- 6r to restore the healtlr,rl l;rlrri
ly rncmbet's, or simply to feed.- 'l'here are also technical Prob-
lems of distribution and the question of
"fi'aud" and "419'1 govcrnmenta.] and non-
governmenlal. Civen the level of masg skep-
6t:isrn and cvnicisnt in ottr coutrhf, tlrel'e is
the real danficr th; r I AI aI l t cr's may stcal I]o.m
*remselves,ihrrI is. it glrnltt may'clrop" the
monev and olead ''lrir,l lrusint:ss'l Ilow do
*" ,a{dr"t. s'uclr 1,r'ol,l,'rns, wltile le laining
the philosophy and csst:nr:e o['[hc 1lt'oposi-
tions?

On Decettrlrtr- Z 2(XtZ Malarn
Adamtr Cirolna- fl vcl('rilll l,olilir'i:ttt wlt'r
had on different ortruit,tts l,rttt Mitrisl, t ol'
Agriculture, Minisler ol lrtrlttstty attd
M-inister of Finance, tnadc tltt' I'ollowirtg
observation during a public event in I-agos:
"From the time of-General Babangida,
ever.ybodv ltas been sayirq that this econo-
*v hr,s n'ot."sponded-to many of the prob-
leins before us.-And one of tJle biggest prob-
lems is really the matter of employment'
Here, we have a large number of people'
millions of Nigcrians, a large number of
lhem vetry young. Thev have gone [o
s, hools. pbll'tech-riics, universities-and all
sons ofeduiational facilities in Nigeria and
abroad".

Ciroma then lamented: "This
('(onomy is nol Laking advantage of it. Yca.rs

;rgo, they invested a nonsensical govt'rrr
rnt:nl programme of mfing people crt';tlr'
r,,l,s to employ themse]ves. In how tttitttv
',.,rrn[ries 

iri thi: world do peoplc cotttc Ii ,r t r

llrr universitics with fresh lechniqtrls :rrrrl
Irirvc plmes to employ thenselvt's? I tlrirlk
wt should avoid {boling ourselves. Wc ttrusl
lrtllc llral oconolny ilrat ct'e;ites ernploy-
rnont".

Here then axe two sets of Per-

,,

l/tt

t.


