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By Edwin Madunagu

sis on Boko Haram and its insurgency. We
continue from there.

Thesis Number Five: In some historical con-
junctures the balance of forces may permit the
identities of big “collaborators” (“sponsors”) of
armed insurgents or terrorists not only to be
known publicly but also to be able to operate
publicly and even to receive semi-official recog-
nition (Check the recent histories of Northern
Ireland and Spain) The people carrying arms
and the “big collaborators” (inappropriately
called “sponsors”) are in the same game, play-
ing different roles. Boko Haram may have
reached that stage of development or may be
rapidly — ~ approaching it

Six:The response of the Nigerian state to insur-
gencies and rebellions had been to act like
Nigerian fire fighters, that is: recognize very late
that there is fire; move in to stop the fire if it can,
or allow it to run its natural course; and then
withdraw - to await the next fire outbreak. This
was theresponse the Nigerian state init ially had
for Bokg Haram. In 2009 the Nigerian state dis-
covered that it could no longer ignore the exis-
tence and'reality of Boko Haram and the threat it
posed to its own authority. It attacked. But, after
theattack, the state could not “withdraw”. Why?
Because the insurgency quickly bounced back-
more ferocious than before and expanding
rather than
receding. Today, the Boko Haram insurgency is
the strongest armed challenge to the Nigerian
state since the Civil War. The insurgency has be-
come a factor in the general power struggle in
the country and, more specifically, in the battle
for2015. You just need to observe the politics of
the Boko Haram insurgency as played by thevan-
guardsand organs of the frontline combatants
for 2015.

Seven: the present situation is that of war be-
tween the Boko Haram and the Nigerian state.

Before the declaration of state of emergency in
three northeastern states of Nigeria and the for-
mal proscription of the sect, Boko Haram had -
according to President jonathan himself - taken
control of asizeable territory of the countryand
had hoisted its flags there. The war has now be-
come international: the insurgency has for-

T It lastsegment ended with the fourth the-

Notes on the current situation (

mally and openly called for foreign support, and
the “international community”, represented by
the government of the United States of America,
has joined the war on the side of the Nigerian
state - but reserving for itself the right of inde-
pendentaction. I do not now know the status of
the “tallks” and “amnesty” I had heard
carlier.

Eight: The ruling classes, in general, and the po-
litical class in
particular, are so deeply divided both on the na-
ture of Boko Haram and on how to respond to it
thatitcan now be proposed that the Boko Haram
has asolid bloc of allies in them. And the battle
for Election 2015 has been engaged: a battle in
which, it would appear, all weapons are al-
lowed. So? The way I see the situation suggests
that only a united ruling class and a united na-
tion can resolve the Boko Haram question. This
dual - unity cannot be achieved by either Elec-
tion 2015 or politics of hate. We are back to
the imperative of a Sovereign National Confer-
ence (SNC) ora special national conference or-
ganised specifically to respond to the present
¢c on j umnoctur-wx e .

Politics of combination, association and disso-
ciation (around the country’s two power blocs):
I'assume that many readers of this column are
conversantwith my concept of Nigeria's power
blocs (riot power blocsin general). For those not
familiar with the concept, three recent refer-
ences from this column can be offered: Provi-
sional report on Election 2011 (May 12,19 and 26,
201;and June2 &9, 2011); As the succession bat-
tle begins (April 26 and May 3,10, 17 & 24, 2012)
and The presidency and Nigeria’s power blocs
(June 7,2012). The last reference is quite suffi-
cient for those who donot have much time. The
following summary may however be offered
here: Nigeria's power blocs are sociopolitical
forces that are strong enough to push for
power at the centre. There are only two of such
blocsin the country. This thesis first appeared in
this column about 1990.

For clarity and to guard against misrepresen-
tation: Nigeria's power blocs are not ethnic
groups, although they have ethnic cores; they
arealso not religious groups, although some re-
ligious beliefs may be particularly strong in
them. Nigeria’s power blocs are not political
parties, although they are present in political
parties - in some of which they are dominant
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tendencies or factions or pressure groups. Nige-
ria’s power blocs  are  capitalist * blocs,

Each of the two power blocs mobilises and at-
taches to itself
non-power bloc sociopolitical forces in order to
achieve hegemony over the other power bloc
(and hence over the nation) or to achieve a bal-
ance with the other power. TheJonathan presi-
dency s currently under fire from the two power
blocs. “We are not only in office, but also in
power”, General Babangida once declared when
he was military president. I doubt if President
Goodluck = Jonathan = can confidently
make such a declaration. He cannot because Ba-
bangida was referring not to the Armed Forces
Ruling Council over which he presided, but to a
power bloc. I shall come back to this.

_ What has here been called “politics of combi-
nation, association and dissociation” within and
between political parties and their factions are
the results or manifestations of the aggressive
mobilisations currently being conducted by the
two power blocs. This process will continue and
intensify. My fear now is that the Boko Haram in-
surgency which is already having impacts on the
process will-sooner than later - become part of
the power-bloc mobilisation. Should this hap-
pen, Nigerian politics will become militarised.
This, history teaches us, is a prelude to civil war.

It is because of the fear expressed in the pre-
ceding paragraph that am now proposing that
the Boko Haram insurgency Dbe part of the
agenda of the urgently needed special national
conference to respond to the current crisis, 1
hasten to say that the special national confer-
ence is different from the Sovereign National
Conference (which I understand and have pro-
moted and theorised for over 20 years) and the
Conference of Ethnic Nationalities (which, I con-
fess, I do not understand). The special national
conference will not only involve the forces in
combat, including the current government, but
also popular
-democratic and patriotic forces that are not in
the current power struggle as defined. The
labour  movement is an example.
The special national conference is proposed on
these grounds: first, it is increasingly clear that
the Nigerian state as presided over by the
Jonathan presidency - with or without foreign
support -cannot resolve the Boko Haram crisis;
and secondly, history teaches us that elections -
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even when they are democratic, free and fair -
donot resolve all crises of political legitimacy,
authority or confidence; in particular, a demo-
cratic, free and fair election is not a magic solu-
tion to power struggle. In certain historical
conjunctures national dialogues and confer-
ences aimed atarriving at fundamental agree-
ments must precede elections. Itis the agreed
principlesand fundamentals that give elections
a chance of success. Otherwise elections might
simply inaugurate a new, more serious, phase of
t .
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crisis. Algeria teaches us so; Mozambique
teaches us so; and South Africa teaches us so.

On the last example, we may note that by the
time Nelson Mandela was released from jail (in
1990), the apartheid system had been decreed
out of existence not just by the forces that cre-
ated it; butalso by the forces of history. However,
ittook another four years of discussions, nego-
tiations and agreements (on principles) before
a genuinely national election - through which
Mandela emerged president -was conducted. In
Algeria and Mozambique the lesson of history
stated above was (initially) ignored in the early
1990s. We saw the results. Older readers may re-
call the election conducted in Southern Rhode-
sia ‘under the contraption “Zimbabwe -
Rhodesia”in thelate 1970s and how the election
created a farce. The combatants went back to
the“drawing board” and thereafter wentintoan
election that produced “black majority” rule.

Power and Office: Power is superior to office:
power determines and shapes office in the fol-
lowing sense: Since a Nigerian power bloc’s ob-
jective is to rule over the whole country, it
necessarily has to seek (subordinate) allies to
which it may have to concede office. But the
power bloc rules while office holders govern.
How contradictions between power and office
are resolved is a study in concrete history, not
theory. But do not envy a Nigerian office-holder,
however highly placed, who is at loggerheads
with the two power-blocs at the same time! The
way forward is two-pronged:
Collective Presidency with rotational headship
based on the existing geopolitical zones AND ur.
gentand massive deploymentof our national re-
sources to the rescue of the desperately poor, the
“wretched of the earth”, the “rejects of life”.

» These Notes will now continue under different ti-
tles.




