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Notes on the'international communi$

uranium for civil nuclear energy." For the
accordance of doubq by the l/esr the au-
tlrors mean America, Western Europe,
Canada, Ausl ralia and New Zealand.

Martin f acqut's, the author of What the
hell is the interu,ttional communifiZ is ei-
ther a citizen of the United Kingdoh (UK)
or a resident, going by the opening pas-
sage of his angry essay: "You have heaid it
a thousand times. Ourprime ministeruses
it, so do cabinet ministers and opposition
spokespersons. It slips off the t-ohgue of
BIIC correspondents and newsreadeis as if
it is irrst good old plain common sense.
Ncwspapers constantly use it. We all know
what is meant bv the term'international
communitv,' doh't we? Ir's the West of
course, nothing more, nothing Iess."
The anerv man continues: "Usins "inter-

nationaf cbmmunitv" is a wav of"disnifu-
ing the West, of globalising it,ilf makTngit
sound more respectable, more neutral ahd
high-faulting.'The international commu-
nity thinks this... believes that... is con-
cerned about...'You know the stuff. But
just rernernber: wlren you next hear the
term, what is bcing referred to is not the
international communiry at all-under-
stood as all lhe nation-statas that make uo
the world- but just a small sliver of it, ou^r
bit." This proposition like the preceding
one, calls for no claritication.
Then follows the third prooosition: 'The

great maiority of the world, indeed - the
West constitutes less than one-fifth of the
world's population - is, in fact, being tac-
itly ignored: unless, o[ course, it happens
to agree with the West, in which cald ir is
imp'licitly tagged on the end as a good old
Western fellow - traveler. Usuallv. thoush. a
large majoriry of nations don'tigree firith
the West. That is why, for example, the West
fir'rds it almost impbssible to irrin votes on
rnany issues in the UN general assembly."
Jacques' fourth and final proposition is di
rected a( journalists: -This kind ofpolitical
thinking is also an excuse for the most
exlra-ordinary Iazy, and arrogant, journal-
ism. The media don't need to find out what
the rest of tlte world thinks because thev
treat thc L|/est as synonymous wittr ir"(eni-
phasis mine).

'il

.fHE term, "iuternarional community,"
I came on board the active oolitical leiri-
con between 1988 and I992 frillowing a se-
ries of inter-connected political events
which, at least in my own life-time,
marked a definitive iurning-point in
world history. The historical coniuncture
defined bv ihesc earth-shakini slobal
events ledto the emergence of tfie"ideol-
ogy ol "international community" and
"unipolar world" as a reflection of t he dc-
finitive shi[t in balance o[ power interna-
tionallv and in several countries antl
regioni of the world.
My first proposition here is that the term,

"international commun jrV," as used todav
is essentially ideologicaL Unfortunatel-v
this fact is laigely not-understood by many
people inclutin! my own compatiiors ii
Nigeria who frequent[y invoke t}e term as
you would invoke a holy diktar. This is a
tragedy forthe term "iriternational com-
munitv" is a new weaDon of domination
and enllavemcnt by irhperialism in its re-
lationships with nrost nalions and oeo-
ples of the world; it is a dcfining element
of the "new world order" whiclr enrerged
about 20 years ago. The f.rct is tlratihe
world is today no more a "community"
than it was zo years ago.
ln mv own "interrop.ation" of the conceDr

o[ "iniernational cdmmunity" I recentlv
checked the inrernet for definition and de-
scription. I selected tlvo short essavs: one
from Wikipedia, the free encvcloiedia ti-
tled ,lnterirarional commuiiw', ind the
other by Martin facques with the caption,
What the hell is the international con-
munirv?The first essav defines the "inter-
national community'tas "a term used in
international relations to refer to all peo-
ples, cultures and governments o['the
world or to a group bf them. The term is
used to imply the existence o[ common
duties and obligations berween them." lr
goes on to say that "activists, politicians
and commentators resularlv advocate the
term in the context of"calls f6r action to be
taken against political repression and to
preserve the respcct for hunran rights."

This definition is clear anrl straightfbr-
ward. As an abstract, gcnt'r.rl .rrrtl aca-
demic definition, it is fail nn(l line . lttrt irr
the last section of t lrc ess,ry, t it lcrl r-olrtext
and trends, tht' atrtholi bccaure cau-
tiously critical: "Stn('es lnay sometimes
refer t'o'the will of the interiational com-
muniry'to strengthen their own point of
view. It is sometimes claimed that oower-
ful countries and groups of countries use
the term to describe organisations in
which tlrcy play a predominant role, re-
g,trtllcss o[ llrt'opirrion of othcr nations."

Wikiltatlit is t Irrrs t ritic.rl ol sorrrc itrvo.
cal iorrs ol "jrrtr'rrt.rtional corrunur)ily." liut
I arn also critical of the encyclopedia's
mild criticism. My second proposition in
this piece is not ihat "states mav some-
timei refer to the will of the interiational
communiry to strengtheu their owrr
point of view," as this encvclopedia savs,
but that all those states and entities tliat
now consciously - or unconsciously -
make this invotation a/wavs do so'to
strengr hen their own point ofview, or the
point of viewof their principals. Thc lcad-
ing state and non-state entities include
the United States of America (U.S.), the Eu-
ropean Uuion (EU), the North Arlantic
Treary Organisation (NATO) and the G-Z of
leading capitalist countries. Bur these
powerful appropriators and cynical ex-
ploiters of an otherwise huminist con-
ceDt constitute a verv tinv fraction of
hdmanity and nationl of the world, as
Wikipedia correctly says below.
This is what th e Wikibedia aflicle savs in

this regard: "The Kosovo War is described
as an action of the 'international commu-
nity'undertaken by NATO, which repre-
sented under to per cent of the wor-ld's
population durin.q the Kosovo War." And
lhen: "An example of the term used by
some Western leaders is when denouni-
ing Iran, for its nuclear ambitions of sus-
pected nuclear proliferarion by stating
that'lran is defying the will of the intei-
national communitv bv continuins ura-
nium enrichnrcut.' fhe Non-Aligned
Movcment which consists of llg counlries
from the 192 Unitcd Nations member-
states, has endorse'd Iran's right to enrich

Mv own third DroDosition reouires some
baikground. Ttie Charter of th6 united t ta-
tions, signed on June 26,7945 in Amerlca,
was drawn up eight months earlier by del-
egates of tive countries: China, France, the
SovietUnion, the United Kingdom and the
United State;. The five couritries became,
and today remain, the permanent mem-
bers of Uirited Nations'-security Council,
each with a veto power. The- UN thus
emerged as an organisational form of the
alliance and compromise reached be-
tween the big powers that won World War
ll (1939-1945). But this "alliance and com-
promise" began to break down even as the
Charter was being signed. There then ap-
peared three global "camps": The "Wesfl"
led by America; the "East," [ed bv the Soviet
Unioh; and the "Middle," Ied by tndia, ex-
Yugoslavia, Ghana and Egy?t.
The Charter of the United Nations and the
structures that were established for the or-
ganisation, though a compromise be-
tween the foundins core members were
the best that could Ee obtained under the
circumstances of r9ss. The imperfections
of the organisation notwithstanding, it
managedTor 45 years (t9a5-t990) to "save
the succeedinggeneration from the surge
of war" (that is. another "World War"). But
the hopb that it will continue to do this is
now gone - with the emergence of the "ln-
ternational Communit/ which has virtu-
ally nuetralised the United Nations.

My proposition is this: "What is now
called the "lnternational Communiry" is a
statement of domination and neutfalisa-
rion, by the "West," of both the "East" and
the "Middle." But this domination and
neutralisation, rather than being the "end
of history" is the beginning of a new con-
tradiction or dialectics which is qualita-
rively different from the West-East-Middle
divide into which my generation was born
but which will be a truer reflection of the
state of human liberation and human
progress on the planet earth. This propo-
sition is, of course, made in the hope that,
in the meantime, this false "lnternational
Community" does not destrov this our
common flanet, or cause it-to be de-
stroyed.
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t, By Ednin Madunagu

nOME ouestions definitely arise from the
5i*o oleceding anicl:s in this column:
irt*i tili ia i, i" E istorical context(une-23)
and the first part of the present arricle (tast

ihursday, lurie 3o) The ume questinns can

also be asked in confrJntatiolt w:in my

most recent comments on the current re-

;;iaii" North Africa and the Middle East:

r^'iiiilorl ii tne Nticzn conrinenr(Feb-
ruirv u. 2011); Further iessons lrom Nonn
afn:a (naarch ro, 2oll);and ReJ7ections on
' 

iii i lidiru cara srrophe' March u, 2on)'
Ths ouestions I have in mind can' m lacr,

be surhmarised into a singlequeryiShould
the world have looked on while att oDvt'

iiislv ntad resin)e slsremailcally liqui'
7:ris its own odrtp.le?ihe answer is No: (he

* ,. f a rnuiinbt, ind carnot, look on' A fol'
low-up question. a mo:e concrete one' ts:

in it,.'fr'.. of the United Nations'inabiliry
in int"t*n. effectivelv in humanitarian
il; rliiont ina "crimes igainst humanity",
ii Juia ott.t state and 

-non-state entities
ir'riiii.*.ii.i-,tgain' rne answer. is, and

sjrould be, immediate and strargnfior-
n,ard:rl, the face of Uniied Nations lallure'
c tJi Litities (state and non-state) are

rrorallv oblieed to intervene to stop
;i-ti;ei again"st humaniry" or eliminate
Urr.lti toai*orld peace ahd securiry" or
hah. an,.r then rev6rse. the descent to an-

oit .i witti war - a rr'ar ir, tvhich there
would be rc winners and no losers''A-".*. ; .n 're ,oncrere' though still gen-

eraf.oues i( .t:\\'hatstete and non-stateen'
ii,.ies' crrr;:ntl1' hrvt the capacity to
interven. : I huinanita;ian situations, seri-

oui toiat conflicts and geuccidal cam-

n"innsi ,reain. the answeisiares us in the
Ir.?'i(" "Filrt.. 

rl:;r c:rrenrlv posstss the

caDacitv to intenele l:l sucn cases are:ne
ilfiii d'sr,.l', t o: ^':-'.e:ice 

/t1.5. 
). the -Euro'

Dean Ut,,11r (EL; "ird the \(r,ll /t,antic
ir eat ,' r.1rA.rnizaiior (1..\10). oui ans\(e.r,

ivhiclr -'rr Ihe wat. is re .'iislic an(labsolulel)
.oiii i .'n"n.ttr*)ess p.tts l;; exac(lr r"here
ihes,' ir;,,e entlrirs I rvhirit r.l lgr"-it[:ate
3rP r'ludl f : ih: ' :nt:rnot'on'i' i{ inmu'
iliu' iii:.,.r, us ro 5e: gioiral help '''ss.de'
penccnca olr cr::ities Ihal nad

appropriated ttre place ol the Uniteri Na-

tions."tn*'inu 
r:ut., ltrrw has tllc "lnternational

comminirv'' bcutr rlischlrgiuP the re-

snonsibiliw u'hiclr' it wottltl ttor'; appear'

f,Itto.v t ript.r.ed ttt its Il'ttltis'/ l:vt,ryone
iino"'itn..ht*'er: I ltt I lt ( r't l)'r I rr'i)n I ( r)11 r-

munliv has b,'cn d,sch'rrgirt'- its "ittstot't-
cal rcsitonsihillty". ln accord:n(c \\'ltn lts
oirn-iil,.i.itt .ird its o*n vision o[ thc
*oiia oil., it \var.:s to bring intt'r being'
Even tltc blind and the deaf knolv rhat thc
iri,.iriii"rrt con:munity i: nrr' neutral
,na iinnot be ner:tral oi altruistic Bt'rt'

irre",li.*1iia th,' llnited Natio'i' fail?

ir,,*',ri. ir ell,'r'tirclv supp)arrted "y 
the

Inlr'rnatrrttr,tl ( ()ll:munity in lhc crltlcal
i,'r.i<'.,it,,r.r,',, trt rg, sl,.r1tpi rlg l llc.! 1:un islt-

in* "tl tittcs ,rgaitl;t hulttatlll\ / I lll'llly'
*hat cail be oonc 10 r{store Ihe autrrolli)'
and capaciw ol the United Nations?
.ln answei to thi first question ivas at-

t.*ci.a ijrt tnursday in'the first part of
this discussion. A single-lin: ans\^ t'r La 'l

il';ir';; r; ihe seondquestion, And tl- s

i"r' filoLilit. it. nadons ind pcoplcs of r" e

r.torld who are cu:rently oulsicie tlle "ln'
ternational Communiry" to.re-a ppropria te

th: funcrions and potver wltich ll'lve tlet'l)

;ll;;;i;Jf;"; thdm. Tht'v I'r'rtrst i't'-t'(r' ')-

iiti'ifr. unit.a Na:ions: "ur' rht J",pl :s

of the 1'nited Natitrns, deternrlnetl to s' "e

i".ci.n'ng gener;tions froni tltt scourge
.i-"ii. ,rfri?n tw::e in ottr litttir'rc has

[ioue-h: untota sororv to malktnd' alrd to
i.rffrtt faith in fund.rltt.'tttal itr'tman

iinrrii, in irr. dierity and 1v1'1'1li:'l'hr
iri*i p.*on' lri rhe equal 'igl'i ' 

of men
ar,j rr. men and of nations largc ar'1
srnalI...--in. ilrn., of th.e Unitt'd )'l,rlton' tsub
i:lirea ,ii tn.lln irgens: th*. Gereral As-

s:mttirht 5r'.ltr r-\' \'|rrllLrr' I I' I \ i'i' ": r!

,rc:; :lLo'.'r:t . irujlrcs)-r1' r'; rt;l'I:1
i.i,'l.r,. n.t Crurt ..i luslicc "r-' 

t-he Seire-

i"iii,. ii,r. 5L .:.i! Coun";' rthose

i-l, I ::hiprs p::-.:rii, l5.:n ,1,t:rr.tit;;-t:
,"n,i,,'.ouiL, is g.' eil the re'p' :'iil' ili;v cI
'lra.n..:inilt': int,.r.:i'iotia' ;l 'i({ 'lilc se-

. . r: , : acii :',i; -c 
't i:h tllr t t'.:lle(

. r,j lr "'),rsc( )i I :e Jni[e\i l';: r''' 
" 

lt ls
r ,, i, ,:J. r("lc iit'ilit\ 'r' {1-lc: r''ininl-
;'..,. .'., ,i.rir.;,i ' :i.:c,ri t. :rr raL , : tL t t'i

assression and to recotnmend what acdort

ifiSirla be tat,en"; "to call on members to

iootv economic sanctions and-other meas-

"iEshot 
involving the use of force to pre'

vent or stop aggression"; and 'to take

i',iiiitaw J.ti6n #iinst an aggre.ssor''
The lait two su Ema nd ate s ot the Sec.urlry

ctii,nlii iti rilmportant i nd ividually as

itt*.li in-tt. distinction ht tween thcitr'
i;i;ki;;;,ilo"asainst an erring state the

Securit\:Council may "call on members to

ioorveionomic santtions and other meas-

ui[s'not involving the use o[ force to.pre-

i."i 6iii6p agsr?ssion or"take military
.iiion aeaiist i"n aggressor"' The nvo can'

"i 
["iitiE. 6iit .niimultaneously But the

iiuiiit ooint is that it is the Securiry Coun-

cil. and'nor anv other state or non-state en-

iiii,. rLrar is reqirired to take milita4'action'
if t'his'!.reconres ncces:ar1 orineiitable'An0
iir; ffi;;i N;tions knows how to do it and

iiiOlna".a U..n doing it- until the "lnter-
iiiii"rii c.rn*unityvemerged and, with
itr Dractice of pressure, maniPulatlon'
blac'kmail. intimidation, bribery threat' etc,

ef fectivelv suPPlanted it.-ine 
unitedNations was formed in 1945'

rnuiviiislater, in 1949, the North Atlantic
i '."ii oiejnirition (NATo) was formed' ln
19;5,'the"western EuroPean Union rvas

for med. Five days later, there came all an-

i-,"r"i..i,rt-iiom warsaw capital -of
i;ntina. of t he formation oi the Easrern Eu-

, ooean Mutual Assistance Treary otienvise
kn'r v !. as the \{arsaw Pact' This was tol-

iorn-.<i by the crystallization of the Non--

Alis"nel Movement tormed DY trrc
;nt.r-t loc' nations' Allied or suPportive'
bur r 'ualiy ideological. gro-ups sprang up

in :i,I s-'quent Years. But all these lorma-
iib-"i..i.lpt ruAto anC EU, are now either

Jeia br ne'itralized. And leading these sur-
:..:- -. - ir n.:irrtrin,nolhr"nrtrtl"n'lfr

:,;;i: i; i-h;':lnternatrnnai cuntmun lL1 "

wh'rs. u;:,iispu:ed leade- i( the Unltco

St.iles ct.A.ilerica.
jerel; \'. ars ae,c, :n l0 ''t. )al'-'ir Amin nut

'rut a bbok rhrourh rht \err'Yoik-baseo
ilninJv i"ii." fie-., irlec rhe liberai

''ir:,-r., 
r;6rnraren r lt a, a. l(j 1rr' r'ic:ii i-(a ti'n

n,i ,ir'iriiii.ln tre l-uok tre 'uthor listed
iiit slobal obiectitts L'eirg pursue-d by
r.meiira. Ihe first is to-neltr;liseand sub-

due" Westera Europe a:d l:'pa:"'.:ne':ca':
;;'t";;i;;hii nhin calli rhe ci;icctive
i;;;;;; ;;;; ;;;eii io neutrarise and sub'

t;5 i;t;;tfii"imise their L,;pacity to act

: x *'.+ :"* m'+ ;il,,ii,ff ,; I i;,][: .T;t l"l
I#;ir;il',ir".'ilrttt' atttntic lrcan' organi-

;: ii"',ii i''Aio i ; n d't-'ti n An I r j ci a i ze- t he

i'#',rf.tt".{s;l?Yf lHilfl .li:lli"i
;fH;'ili;;i. iist 'nl reniial A:'r and

in.iio.tiot.r. resou rces".'l,h e.Srp''' m Der

tt. :obr bornbing \vds a g-lor"al :rag''(r\' d

.ii*. isi*i, hu"n:rniri'' 
-Btir then'il lro-

i,ii.i iF.^o.ir.ct excuie lor 
"he 

rul 
' 
is ol

ffi;;.:iJl:;;r,ie it eir str' ier:;c r1 tn-Lor

miiitarily colonizing oi I e-caionlslllB Lrr(

Arab and Muslim \A'orid'"nti.iii.;t iorrtlt str;'tegie rhlecii e' ac-

.;;;i;". i; liamir A,r'n' is r'; r'distrtantle

ii'ri.?,iirt. il:e subcrcin"rio ) other

Ii;iL' ri ii:r ij, l: I :1, I I :"9 rri i, :?1,; :?,i J"o';mation of reglona! D jJLs "
Iuj.'i" 

"Li.?i.te-the "er:lt 
:: ii 'balizi'

Ii*". 
-f,rd',n. 

lifrh ir ro "l]lil!1r 1l!se re-

oirnr oitt-r.Snrrth tl,;" h;r ' no i Iategl(

ii,.i." ru,:ii . :'ir;:ed si-ti.' ll auitror

;.';'ei,'""ii;; n iiiita :i s t () r' i o ,'' oi tl'r e

ii"ii.a i,.i.i rh:eatcrrs er ci-\'1ni ]1 'r1 
r'-'5

it.ii ir,. talir* : r$.ic a s.H i ii er'': :' ihanl:e

aaonon-ria ard scir;l ieil:' l'' ! j' ' :t' our ol

;h.';;;;;;;l,o(.Ir i-coPri rrc ;l,h tni';'
tarv means".'ili.'i'.J*ol. .'l :Irc uN Cit'; i::ii"i:\ ''l
"nvice in oui'iiletjrne- 

-lhr' "1":cn;c ttere

ill',iii.' ririi ro riiJ lt ar ,rer4 ' rv:d) and t ir(

i.i:ona rv,iiia \'.'ar \19i9'19'1r). Tne unite-c

xltlo,',t s.l\s tllat'uih a.w"; nru:: neve:

iii;;;;;;,;l iin . ? \r'i jl;a nr 5hr rt r' i''' tlt-
i!'i[iildi.rt.r or ti'e ior'' r'r'i'l :- i''i, ttt't'
llil"ittT..-ii;'ir-': and tatt ct rhe Thira

n'a,af,r,A h i < t o t t. t' t N ; t i L r'I ; )lrirll'' dfl i:r€ ! 5

i11'r1i1gcr1rr, ' 't. trr:iC1\ Ai, {J 'l i''1""r}-'
i.,1-i;i'..,rr'; .:..,'.1,',1. '-li tlr .i( ' r':ltlr
ii..eola"r,e :liIr:jl -'('' --r: r:';: n<:

il it sholid ., ::.c rvir' 'r' .i 
r''l)' ''( c Il\ :' :'

,.j.iiiirr. n,..1 ,,;'. ;iq:'i,' : ar' 'lr 
'ir 

)r 
'[L

i tttln. ir.-l" t"1 ' ;ll nr" ''r:' i';li if:-
nrne uill evet Ic'ilort iI' 'Ir':r' i\'r:i r- Iii!
f lnouaro.r ar.' ': , ( .'li .ia: i^ i r;rl '-ltt
:.;I;o b".:, : it l::'' ' ' rir 
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