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t'il.

fffF'*'F:i#iiitll::T#fff Notes on th
tion"s that require ieipois"s. Some of these'
like the prcsent one, I use as pegs fo1 arti_: schools, former federal government-owned
cles in ihis column. The latest "advice" buildingsinLagosandAbuja,etc,oughtnot
came from a man who claimed he had been to have been sold. Why?, he queried. I
a "long-standing comrade" of mine. He replied that with a more patriotic, less cor-
said thit though-he believed I was a "good rult and more independenl ruling bloc these
man," "a man committed to the welfare of assets could be utilised to lay the foundation
the masses," a "consistent sociaLrst," etc, 61 x system that could substantially improve
he thought that I was unfortunately "behind the human condition in Nigeria - while still
the timCs," a mental state rhat would render remaining loyal to global capitalism. It was

me irreievant in the task of "recreating" at this point that my comrade broke ranks
Nigeria. He went on advise me on what I with me and launched his homily. The casu-
coild be doing for the country. my family al meeting ended unceremoniously - as most
and myself, assuring me that nothing I get of my meetings with middle-class person-
from ttrese effons can be regarded as "too ages tend to end these days.
much," judging by what I had "suffered" Just as my adviser was suggesting that I
for the cbuntry. was "behind the times" in the movement of

Whatdidl saytoprovoke my."advis- history, a United Nations (UN) agency
er"? Nothing much, I would say. We had announced. quite suddenly, that no country
both bemoaned the level of comrption in in sub-SaharaAfrica, including Nigeria, was
the country. We had also lamented the likely to achieve any of the Millennium
deepening mass poverty and unemploy- Development Goals (MDGs). I suddenly
ment, although he was more concemed reqaliedthatacoupleofyearsago,anAmet-
with the state of infrastructure. especially ican intelligence age[cy "predicted" that
public electricity supply. We both Nigeria would cease to exist, as a cc,untry, in
expressed suppo( for the skrking workers about t5 years from the date of"prediction."
of Oyo State. Wc tried to figurc oul how a and that if. by any miracle it still existed, it
sole "hread-winner" who e;,rs about would be as a "failed state". We had all
Nl0000amonthcouldsustainafamilyof denouncedtheAmericanprediction-evenif
even four. "It is a miracle," we both agreed. for different -reasons. Our goverrtntent's
Perhaps I should have stopped there. and implicit response to the agercy's prediction
not overstretched what later turned out to seems to be that Nigeria is aspiring to be, by
be an accidental consensus. But then I had the year 2020. one of the top 20 most dcvel-
proceeded to criticise ttre policy of privati- oped countries on earth. Do I laugh, cry or
sation. pray?

My luck dried up when I pleaded with Before the United Nations' sudden
my friend Ip forget the fact that privatisa- announcement several intemational agencies
tion is a "global trend" and consider pri- and foundations had painted a depressing
vatisation in Nigeria of 2007. Since he is a picture of Nigeria: At least 70 per cent of the
public intellectual I had invited him to con- population of about 140 million people live
sider, even tbr academic purposes, the on less than an American dollar (N125) a
question of privatisation in Nigeria from day,thatis,lessthanN3.T50amonth;Nige-
our concrete history and prevailing circum- ria is near the bottom of human development
rlances. and from frst principles. My index; it is one ofthe most insecure countries
propositioo was that public assets like to do business; etc. tt6se agencies and foun-
NEPA, Nigeria Airways, re{ineries. unity dations are "with the times," aud are dccmed

e moYement of history issued through a fictional group of inteflectu-
als commissioned by the owners of the lead-
inq transnational (or multinational) corpora-
tidns that now dominate the global capitalist
economv. The intellectuals assembled at the
Swiss ieaside resort of Lugano were to
answer just one question: "How-pan global
capitalism be preserved in the 21sr century?"
WaU paid, well endowed, with all needs and
facilitjes provided in abundance, the Eroup
went to wbrk. The "egg-heads" who claimed
to be "ideology-free" prodirced a report with-
in 12 months. They asked to be taken serious-
ly and apologised for their terrifying lan-
guage. But they pleased that their rcport
iould never be as terrifying as what they had
seen.

The Lugano Report can be sePa-

rated into three parts: premise, warning and
recommendation. Their premise can be sum-
marised: "The market, at its broadest and
most inclusive, is the closest we are likely to
come to the wisdom of the Almighty". It is
therefore desirable to prsserve global capital-
ism, or rather free-market economy, tl]ey
said. Then the warning: But the way the
transnational corporations (TNCs) are cur-
rently pursuiltg production, it is not only cap-
italism that is endangered, but the planet
Earth itself.lhe TNCS must therefore fashion
mechiinisms to discipline themselves in two
directions: saving the environment and cont-
ing to tem.-rs with the inevitability of the "sys-
tem" not being able fo accommodate every-
one. There should be no room for morality.

The Lugano Report's core recommenda-
. tion was that population reduction strategies
must-be evolved to check population growth,
and then reve:se it, most particulmly in the
countries of the global South. The world had
exceeded its optimum population by a least
40 per cent. and most of the "excess" popula-
tion comes from the South. Drastic measures
must therefore be initiated to bring back the
population to the optimum. Population re_duc-

iion measures must become conditionalities )
f,rr economic assistance, the Lugano Repttrt I
rr,c,.rmmrnrlcd. llrs my comradc evcr hcartl I
','ihirr J

By Edwin Madunagu ;r",.ff"::."TiJi,,S;H",ffi;J"'*t#:t:
to be in the position to know the facts, and than dsident Yar'Adua's seven-point
oo be preeminently qualified to make pro- agenda, was likely to be met in the-next
nouncemenb on such facts. Beyond that' eight years unless, perhaps, drastic measure
thev arc the forces directing our economy. are taken now.'The annouhcement on-the millennium 1.ffi 1999. at the tum of the millennium,
goals whs followed by a conclave at thef Pluro Prcss. l,ondon, released a book, rJre
-UN. lt *as reported at the time that no' Lugano.Report: Onpreservingcapitalismin'
African govemmeni le.rder was invited to the 2lsl century. The author, Susan George
that conc:lave which *as meant to discuss (an American, but living in France), had.
the catastroPhy in Africa. Rather, Africans before then, and for a period spanning about
were invited to several noisyjamborees that a quarter of a century, written several books,
took place in the contineni bf America in ba[d on painstaking research. on the caus-
the month o[ September 2007. Nigerian es of world povefly, hunger. famine. debt'
governmcnt leaders and their advisers uent sfuctural adiustment and neoliberal globali-
io New York and Washington with suppli- sation. The Sooks which are simuluneously
cations, but did not look critically at what is academic and popular, liberarily accessible
happeninginthesouthemhalf oftheAmer- as weu as well-documeuted, include IIow
ican continent. The renewed nationalistic the other lulf dies (1979 and Fate worse
stirring in Venezuela and Bolivia mean than death (1987). Theil, in 1999, Susan
nothin-g heyond u'hat the ittlemalional com- Georse put out her masrcrpiece. The Lugano
rnunit; says of thcnr Why should we bother Report.
about ''rascals" in Latin Anterica when a The comrade who gave me a copy of the
Nigertan has just been appointed a Manag- book r*,hen it r#as newly published warned
ing Director of the World Bank - not long thar ir $ould "frighten" or at least ''unsettle"

afier another Nigerian was appointed a Vice me. The Lugano Report had both effects on
President of the same institution that con- me. Before presenting (or, representing) the
trols the u'orld econonty ! central message of the book, let us hear from

The Millennium ilevelopment Goals the aurhor's olwn mouth why she decided to
(MDGs) to be achieved by member-states frighten her readers: "I was convinced that
ofthe United Nations by the year 20i5 have - another book of analysis and criticism was
been publicised by the mcdia and should be pointless. I have spent 25 years of my life
well inown. But for the sake of complete- tlescribing hunger,'famine,-debt and itruc-
ness. as we used to say iD mathematics, they tural adiustment and what they are doing to
maybe summarisedforthepurposeofthis the peirple, and virtually nothing has
article: Eradicate extreme hunger and changed. So, I thought, why not make things
poverty: achieve universal primary educa- really clear by taking the logic of the global
tion; promote gcnder equality and empower system to its logical conclusion? I wanted to
womcn; reduce child mortality; improve put the case clinically to show the borrific
maternal healtht combat HIV/AIDS, malar- ionsequences of continuing down the eco-
ia md other diseases; ensure environmental nomicioad we are on". And she did precise-
sustainahility: d('vel('p a global parLnershiP ly that.
for derolopnrent: and 'Jevelt-p .rntl inrple- The l-ugano Repr:Tt is, io ltror, a fiction;
filent strategies tirr dccsnt and pttttiuctive but the contcnt is lhctual. The rnessagr; is
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A I-jI{OUGH i had, in this column,
ll,rejected the charge of being "bchind.Jre
time" in my views on pivatisation (October
25,2ffi7),I agree, wi&oilr hesitation, that
even the most alert public advocate could
easily fall "behiod ttre time" ia this epoch of
very rapid developments and changes. The
world has changcd so E-ruch in jusl under 20
years thx a comparisoo wodd be uobeliev-
able to someooe ftom anotkr planet. And
anyone from our o\trn darct 

-who 
is old

enough would be genulrely shocked each
time he or sirc takes a break to comider and
rc{lect on the ma1Jer, trt is therefore a bitter
irony that ii is precisely at this momeor thar
History is vanishing as an academic subjcct.

It sinrck mc recently that anyone
presenting a quk on current a{fai$ w-hich
requires sbon answen to questions would
bc nussively de,xived because monumental
ignorance can hide under rhis type of exer-
cise. Ooe oitlte quickes and rtost efttctive
mearis of discoverins those "behind thc
tinre" is throug!: tbeir |erspectives, anatyses
and prescripdons - in politics, tulture, econ-
omy. informad,on ald mmmunication tech-
nolory, international relations, alignruents
of forces and balance of power..And, by.tlre
way: lf beixg igma$ of rer-nt changes and
develogrrns is descrr-bed as being'behind
the tirne" *hat do we call the ignorancc of
what preceCed thi current satei If you ar"
not a'r'e$e to comparirg two bad situations,
which lpq of ignoance is worse?

Tbc transformation the world
has pasteC through iri'Sre last 20 years is so
massive tirat it can be said. quite xriously,
that 1987 *nd 2tiO7 are points in tu,o differ-
ent worlds - ar least I'rom the perspectives of
those of us in Africa. The world in wirich

.,2007 is lccated has developed its own lexi-
.cri . it - laoguage, uf social science: inter-
[,-.t icrr.i ccn:tu i iit], st:rkcholdcrs. zero.tol -

trun.c, toiJj, templrr.'. human dcrelop-
rircnt irdex, etc. ln the ncu worlJ. intirrmrr-

Notes on the movement of history (2)
By Edwin Madunagu

always hf<rrmed b.v them. Anyone '.,-,!n is
not, fbr whatever reasons, onscious of them,
or inclined to be infornred by them, may still
rcmain on the planet Ear&, bur should retire
from public discourse.

Many of us have been afected
profoundly by the changes and develop-
rrnts under discussion: our relationships
vr.ith individuals and groups; c,ur expecta-
hons fiom people and people's expctations
from us; the exponentia! grnwth o{ cynicism
and opportunism, even in non-polilical rela-
tionships; dc-radicalisarion of plirics and
ideology; mass poveny, despair cnd despera-
tion to which we must continuaiiv req:ond;
atomisation of the movement which had
dtfined and shaped our actnities and in
s'hose contexl our political consciousness
had develope<l.' With DTticular reference to the
irnpact of tle onsoing'information an<j ccm-
munication revolution on the struggle for
rnass enuncipatioc,I would paraphra,s€ what
Friedrich Hegel once said about historical
progress: No historical advance is auhier.od
ftee of charge, wirhout a pricc. Sometimes
the price is sn ?righ that one begins to wondd{
whetber progress has. in fact, been maCe.
Conrpute.rs, mobile phoncs, text messages,
6mail, internet. cable television; etc. Hegel
may be paraptrascd:" All forward nro.,,emenl
in history has been doubled-edged, since the
crcatic'rr of the ncw inescapably entailcd tk
destruction and transccndence of the old. its
particular virtues included."

What Hegel saw was the contra-
diction borween cxpanding productive force.s
and stagnant relations of production. We
rnay, however, retunl to dle sk)gans by which
p^ :! anJ currenl changrs and develop
'.'knts ..re c{ptur,.d.'ihc sranrng-point is, as
*ltylvs tt!isJ "Cuin;:ruriism is drath'i tri-
:r.nphaii:rn. lllt.-. most dlanrutic events sig-

naling this were, of course, tlrc collapse of the hsp/iv
Berlin wall in 1989 and the disIn".ryI:Loj The list of the technologicat won-
tbeScvietUnioni".lsgl.Pvff:-:lJ{l?-3 dczs of the pie;;;p*h ;". I*"corrtinued
ttre segment o{ 99."ryi+$ world" in FTt- hd"firdt). ii,;t w# unuinkabte, at least in
ern Europe andAfricahad di_sappeared - leav- di. 

-p", ;i tf,i'*oilA, it-r"r agc. Man,r,
ing only china, vietnam,cuba,-fo{! K9qa, oi"g'r-*.i*o" r-p"riibl" tir"n 

"rJrro* 
po*-

to conti,rue with tlry fl"C.S.ry,l'5l*:l ;i#;#;;ythifsrtharwerepossibletirern
1of0ll wgs contrrctirg, neoliberal capitalist h^;;'b*";Ai"r"**..nut, a\as, from the
globalisation w-as ad1arying, point of view Jp"d* $.r-ct;, t1-'".; *.
ticulardimensionofrhemovement:fH:!:ry *"*"i.itLr" sanre wonders n,*y tlring.
has ended with neoliberalism anjjlre 

^TaJIeI *rai*#- possiUfe i 5 years ugn *" ji*,". ,o
penet?tingeverycornerof theglobe :ATdtlo il;;; p"r!ill";*i il* ""i.afn.ult. 

pop-
anovernent-is clnnibterised b.y,** -g T:: 

-.r.r:J"il*i"tl"to."", 
ipp**f*x1,sed.Thc,r,

,[rcsts. Tbday, r'it!-&9 pgslible elcepug_n of 
",rOa"rf"- "irt 

of mass lruitration and ,lesrrrr-
Grba, no state calls itself socialisl withon d;",;;;;r;;;;;"tir*rs,.r-;,t;,n"i"prrt"
q0alificatioa, u* nl "ryiqJt' .Tf,|!,.,,TI iu"n.;'.rilitirt ,r tuat oplrrs to be ruiningto bepg described as -buildirg capitalisrn- ,":uu.1--i*r *o*rnent is iiiled rerroris*. It is
But'rheo, there is hardly ?,!o-u!q in $" "r*iii"ii"it*t.ButasomarKhayamworrklw-orld without -an anti-imperialist, and explic- h^;"';il;; amounr of u.eeping ian wish ii
idv ang-jcapitalist, political For,",*lnl; 4s ;;"r.:;;i the masses agaih ri-posses their
rqost of these werc formed after I 992. that is. t i.tr, ,.r"nrifi.atr.
afrer that claim o be building one forrn of -* -'' "--f;fin'., 

f, i" in rhe interest of tbe
anu-capitalist sysEm or-3lotk1. Tltere_ a1e new imeri-alism. the elobal diaatorship and
several mt€matsonat c@xt ons.tx*Te. TS fu .futimational .ornirur,ity" rhat we iorget
T!_4$$Ad,arti-cryitalist. That is the ;.ffi#'htrto.v 

"na 
u"f,'u""* if ourGalcrlrreDtsiolatiotr hrstory started *ith tl,"it introduction of

.-:. . :: :-,Thg,YS{B! ,{:g$g$^i -o"iii*."v", .rruryau 
'ignts. 

*a r;;a*
'elgbal.yillage];YoutielnVgrbedi"L-"g* -o""o- to,o* land..lhes;values and con_
affl, witb atr amst.weryhtler:,obJ""t qir: ixpr. are. no doubt, very iryrtanq but tbc
bit\4,gy.our-eq rodyg"-*,lt,Igl3f t" il; ;Artani p"ini i. i,a-@ ao'*t o","spdne in a bathoom in Los Angeles ar any il;;fifu d" -intemariosal'communiry:.
{m9of.tirlayonisll.Youput someoneoo br"*b:6;""d; &Js|; *[; *d 

-ih"

ttrcroadtoSokotoandhorshetrief:Ilt -;ri;;;;;l -**rriry" imged, we had
dre journey progresses. Deper^.llfl 9l I9I b;;;;;*c uutti", iguinst E*pioitutioo,
Eaterial slafi$ you colld watch_from_you ;;**i#.-"j*, and etliiric domiiation nod
bedroom in Calabar the Nobel Prize beinc ;Ii.iJ;;.;":i.ri:, ,iia rrr"l";ffiE;; 

",rdawardedin Oslo,orAmericantroopi :l!:i"q ;i;;bi;Ir, *df.rdemoiraiy,hunian rights
Baghdqd, or Osama bin l:den, issuing a 

-J-ti,. *fJ'"f faw. Although Gre ,r" .olnti-
ftreat from a jungle between Pakisun aad ouiti., *d air.ortinuities iii our national his_
Af^ghanistan. A meeting takgs ppge !"yqo ;;L; i;;,*son to alow rtrc international
l0 people.each.of them_99mt9rta.uJ1:iltinq ts #ilrity ;; i-p.se its selt-Jruing lristoricat
an ofhcc in a different Nigerian State capiiar Goii-ru,i'on on ur.
Au emissary runs into_ trouble in a distant :a;,;lrd;i.
location and you are ahle. instantly, to avert a

tion is obtained so quicHy, and trlrsis so last
and so 'r.ide. that yesterday's r. u's is. a sense,
stale. One can te,refore easiir i:ll "l'ehind the
time". I am acutely cmscioris of this just as I
am conscious of tfie fact that many of our
compatriots are 'living in the ait'' by not
knowing u'hat prreceded &e present. Each
type of ignoralce is a serirxrs imgrdinent to
tlre ty'pe ofengagernent that leads to transfor-
nlation-

The friend wbo brote ranks with
me when our diulogue carne tothe question of
pri.rausation - on tt* SJnurds that I was
"behind lhe tiae" - hrsl. as I later confirmed,
gone tlrougir a, double-i,Ceological conver-
sicn: in politics and in rcligion. But, for a
strangc reascn. he was hirling the fact. It was
hoqer.'e.r uonecersarl,' to hide one's transfor-
mation. He did ,iot ows rne. or anvorre else tbr
'&at nratier. aay obligation of fideliw to rn
ideology. Is it nrx a matter for pride and cele-
buiticn ihat one ltas scen ihe liglt afrer so
many yeals.io the Cart? Io retrospect, howev-
er. I thin-k I should tha* ory unnamed &iend
for raising the question - guite mconsciously
- of dre rnovem€rt of hirfiol', and drawing
atteation to ttre global cl nges that have taken
place. How we itterptt &is movement, and
the changes that congtitrte it, ard how we act
on it, are different matters entirely.

I rcflccted m how to present tlr€
recenl changes, :ard eamc upon drc idsa tha
they can actually be capo,ed in a number of
short phrases, sente[ces and slogans: 'Jlrc
fall of Communism";'theCeath of ldeology';
'"Ihe world is now a glotnl village."'Tcrror-
ism is *re leadiag enemy of all humanity";
"There are no altemati'l'et to free market":
'There is no hiding piece; anywhere you are
thc Big Brother sees you. hears you, and can
get you"; "Many are calleC, but few are chc>
sen"; "Military eoups and rcvoiutions are out
of fashion and. in any c&se, no longer possi-
bie". I arn conscious of the devek.rpments that
are indicated by these statemetus and &at i am
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