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TY HE unenviable business of

following the political strug-
gles in Nigeria now compels us to
study the political aggregates called
power-blocs more closely. For it is
these power-blocs that shape the ac-
tivities of the so-called political
class.

A power-bloc is an aggregate of
social forces either in power, or
pushing for power, in the country or
in segments of it. Power-blocs are
constituted by social classes and
Jractions of social classes, reflecting
the multiple modes of production
that define a social formation. Thus
a power-bloc in Nigeria has capital-
ists, feudalists, compradors, com-
mission agents, senior army officers,
professionals, intellectuals, bureau-
crats, politicians, religious leaders,
leaders of fraternities and cuits, etc,
as fractions and constituents. He-
gemony in virtualy all the power-
blocks in Nigeria is exercised by
capitalists, compradors and commis-
sion agents. All the power-blocs are
to the right of the ideological-
political spectrum. - -

Nigeria’s power-blocs are

- regionally-based. Put differently,

there are no nationally-based power-
blocs in Nigeria. It is unfortunate,
but inevitable, that Nigeria’s domi-

nant classes from whch the power-

blocs are constituted and reproduced
have not been able to transcended
their regional origins. Only the left
¢an constitute a national or trans-
ethnic power-bloc. But this bloc is
yet to emerge. The blocs that exist,
namely, the Category A blocs (the
Northern Oligarchy and the Western
power-bloc) and the Category B
blocs (including the Eastern power-

bloc and the blocs in the Delta and
the Middle-Belt) are all regionally-
based.

The greatest illusion created by
Babangida’s two-party system was
that it would lead to the construc-
tion of two nationally-based power-
blocs one a little to the left and the
other a little to the right and both
democratically alternating the exer-
cise of power or hegemony in the
country. Hard experience has now
taught us the following: One, that
the Social Democratic Party (SDP)
was essentially the party of the
Western power-bloc; two, that the
National Republican Convention
(NRC) was the party of the North-
ern power-bloc: three, that the Cate-
gory B power-blocs and marginal-
ised fractions of the dominant

' classes had to reconcile themselves
with marginal positions within the -

parties; and four, that both parties
were right-wing.

Many political analysts once be-
lieved that Babangida was con-
structing a new power-bloc in Ni-
geria through his economic and po-
litical programmes. The new power-
bloc which would be national
would then supplant the Northern
Oligarchy as the dominant power-
bloc in Nigeria. Again hard experi-
ence has taught us that Babangida
was only trying to construct a hege-
monic faction within the Northern
Oligarchy. The neofascist dictator-
ship which his regime tried to con-
struct was not meant to be inde-
pendent of the Northern Oligarchy
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but to be the instrument of the hege-
monic faction within the Oligarchy.
Babangida’s faction lost out in the
battle but its parent body, the North-
ern Oligarchy, is still in power.
Babangida aborted the June 12
Presidential Elections not simply
because the winner was a Yoruba

_political leader and a candidate of

the Western power-bloc. Knowing
fully well that Bashorun M.K.O.
Abiola does not, politically, belong
to the mainstream of the Westen
power-bloc and that the Bashorun
was the best ally from that bloc that
the rival Northern Oligarchy could
ever get, Babangida would have al-
lowed him to assume the presidency
— but for a certain factor.
Babangida knew, or felt, that there
were political forces in support of
Abiola’s presidency which regarded
his inauguration merely as a
stepping-stone for a radical restruc-
turing of the country’s polity and
economy, a prelude to the over-
throw of the Northern Oligarchy
and the bases of its power in the
country. Abiola therefore had to be
prevented — with all the risks in-
volved — in order to deny power to
these “dangerous” forces, most of
which were outside the control of
the two parties. _

The annulment of the election ex-
ploded the illusions of the two-party
system, and exposed both the huge
opportunism that characterised the
composition of the parties, espe-
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cially the SDP, and the bankruptcy
of the so-called political class. While
the Western: power-bloc, the leading
bloc of the SDP at first stood firm
behind Abiola’s victory, the other
factions and groups started vacillat-
ing and finally abandoned the man-
date. Eventually the Western power-
bloc itself became divided over the
way forward: While the bloc was
united in opposition to Ernest
Shonekan’s Interim National Gov-
ernment (ING) it was divided in its
attitude to Abacha-Diya-Ali coup
d’etat which ushered the Second
Dictatorship. It is now known that
that coup was a joint programme of
fractions of the Northern Oligarchy,
fractions of the Western power-bloc
and elements of the Radical Move-
ment. But predictably, the Northern
Oligarchy has re-established its ab-
solute control.

Now that the illusion and deception
which produced the Abacha-
Diya-Ali coup have been exploded,
the politicans of the various power-
blocs have retreated to their “natural
homes,” expressing the interests of
their blocs as crudely as possible.
Not only are the power-blocs strug-
gling to consqglidate their powers,
they are also struggling to absorb
fractions of the Left and the Radical
Movement into their political hori-
zons. Thus, on the critical question
of restructuring the polity, the North-
ern Oligarchy and some Northern
radicals are in strategic agreement:
No restructuring is necessary. They
also do not believe that a Constitu-
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tional Conference or any other
Conference, is necessary. .

The Western power-bloc wants the
Constitutional Conference, or
preferably, the Sovereign National
Conference (SNC), as a vehicle for
achieving a “power parity” with the
Northern Oligarchy or gaining
control of the West in a regional
set-up that will open up the
prospects of mutualy-beneficial
working relations with other regions
and power-blocs. Thus for the
Western power-bloc the demand for
the restructuring of the polity into
six or eight regions is not a position
that cannot be abandoned or
negotiated out. They are
“bargaining” or “fall-back”
positions.

The other power-blocs, the minor
ones, are still unclear about their
maximum and minimum positions.
This is a reflection of their weakness
as political aggregates. While the
Eastern power-bloc cannot be said to
feel strongly about the
Constitutional Conference or the
demand for restructuring — being
more concerned, as before,  with
constructing winning alliances— the
blocs in the Southern minorities are
still vague about the content and
form of self-determination. Beyond
that, these blocs have not addressed
the problem of popular sovereignty
or' popular democracy in the
restructured polity. They seem not
to be aware. that there are internal
social forces that are committed to
preventingthe ethnic minorities from
becoming mere reproductions of the
present Nigerian social formation.

To be concluded next week
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