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Permanent struggle over'minimum wage t

By Edwin Madunagu

TI-ll strrrqul. l,,r "trtitrttt'ttttt w,rgc" in
f Nigcli,r,.rs, l.r'rvlr,'rr',irt r'r'rrtirIlya po-
litical strrrlgl,'. lt is lrot siruply,r stiuggle
oI Nig,'ri.rrr \v,rB, -u'ork.r\ ag,rinrt lheir
eD)l1loy0r\. lt is the strugel,' ol all the
country's popular classes, the masses, the
comnon people, the worl<ers and the toil-
ers against capital. lt is th,'ir strrrfgl'
against the doutin.rttl ( I.t\\('\. or) I llr' ()n.
hl nd, anrl t hr' Ni1'.,'r r,r rr \l,l l,' wlrj( lr I ' l)r ,

st'ltls llrrrtr.rrtrl scrvt's IlrIir iiltorosls, in,r(l
(litioll to hL'irrg;rrr cnrplol,cr ol l.rbour
|), t lr,r1, tlr,.l,rt;i,.rt sltrtl,.r'trrPl,,V,,t 0rr
llrc rrllr,'r. I lri\ \l r ilgul,' is /rr't,rri,.r/ irr t lr,'
scnse tltat it' hls rro lrr\lor \ (lillr'r('rl lr rrill
the history of capitalisnr in Nigcria; antl it
is peflndne/)fin thc sensc tha( it (.lilnr)t
elid until c.rpitalist oppression and er'
ploitation inallthcir ramili.aribns ha\c
( rttttc I o,)n tn(I.
l:\,('rV lri!lr riile ol thc (yrer-manent)strug'

g,lt'Ior "rrririurrrrl wllli.' in Nigena r.rsu-
r lly t,r lts t h e lo r nr o l "ttneral st ril(e". An d
I lrt'r t' lr,r lit'r'lr al Ii'asl onc sucir high tide
tvcty rl,'r,rrll sirtt,,lltc gcni.ral strike of
l'r4 , ltll,', jt r,,.rlr l['l,rrr IIl.1,,l),,t]rl,'il(,,. I

hlvcrn,itncrr.Ll.rll tlr,' Irrllr ti l, " !rr, tl
8-r'r. ldi ir I lN,' (,1 lr),,.1..Ir(l 1,.,t, .,, l,t, lr,,l'
servedeacltotrlllr.rt lr.r,l t.rl rr 1 l.rr,'srrrr,'
the end ol thc Civil Wrr. lr is Irorr the
pretnises embctldr'ti irr wlr.tt I lr,rv,'s,ti,l r,r
far - premises rvltjrlt, t .r,lrrrir,.rls,r t, r;ttit,'
dembnstrations - tlr.rl I rr,^v,tll('Irl,l l,)
lookat thecurrent hlg,lr ti(l'..ril(1, in l).ir
ti. ular, ans\\'cr so-a o11;,'' ol, jlr Irortr.rr,l
reservations that are culrrntly bcing
raised against the way the lropular- cl.rss.'r,
organized in the Nigerra Labour l'4ove
nrent, in collaborat ion witir ct hcr popirhr
drrnocral icand civir society organtsat iorr:,
a re rvagi ng the cu rren t st rug3le lbr 'm i n i-
mum wage".
\\'r :uar, for now, foctts ott thc Ironr pagc

rr I)ort or fltt Luardian ol ltrL rd.ty, ]uly I9,
:rrtt titleLl Golcrnri,crrr. l.tb.tttr taiks on
new p,t.t'dtadlocl.ed. The rcpori snmma-
r ized the rc.lctions of the varrous "stake'
holdcrs" to the "deadlock". 'tlte Guardian
repol t sa id: "ln h ii r r rbm i:s ior, .r t t ire o; 'r i
inU sr'ssion ol lltc pJIl('v, \t'( Ii,l,rrv to th,'
Covcrnnlcr)l ol tlrc l,'tir'r.rtio:r (\CI). I'iil\
An1,im, said govcrnnreut rrnclL'r'stoorl llrt
i\lilrirrurn \\',rqr' Iar\' l,) I:r, ,il) III ,l [,
uotlirt slr'rulrl r'.utr lrr'lorr llr' lrl.i,tlr; r

rrr.rr I,rrr,l loI I I r,rl llr(' I jllur(' wonl(l Illl,', I

(,n tlr, l',ry 1,.r, li,'t ol.tll w,rtl, ts ttt,'s1,,',
I rvl ol r.rlr cs". I Iris posil iotr ol t lrc I i rltt,tl
(;()v('il)ln('rrt, D()l ,u',1 lll.rl ol il\ \('( r( l,ry,
is lrrrl rrrrrl'lv.r (1il,',1r.,il rrl l'ri.rl irl,'rl)r,'
l.llt,,I ll rr,r llr'irlr,.rl rl,rl,'ilr,'Il,,lLl tlrll
is wlry rro orrI is l,rlLin* it lcJst rrot yct -
alrOrrt lioirrri to (ourI lor ltg.rl iilttrl)rela-
tion.
No provision ofanylaw u,hether oldi

nary or basic - can be exhaustive enorrglr,
can say everything. Unless certain tllings
are assu med, incl ud i ng t hc ", rft l i I r.l t y" d l r(l
"non.ordinary" meanin,tr uf sunre wotds,
the dra[ting 6l evcn tlr,; rimplest of )egi+
lations will t,ll(r'r'1, rrrity. We sltould not,
honr.vi,r, forrirt that ambi.quities ard ela-

',r,i.it tirrrt : Jcriberately built into
ldt,r5 dtrd l(gdl documents in oider to tlc
ate the [Jrounds, in future, for disputation
and, hence, the need for legal interpreta-
tion and arbitration. In that case, the porv-
crs that-be have simply run away to
prep;re for another fight whlch tlrcy krr,'w
will ( orne-duringtheirtenure in ollitt',or
riicr. I ook into the records of our courts
.rrrtl sr','llrc rrurrrher oI requesls for'inler-
I'r ct.rl iorr".rrrrl lol dccisions on what could
h,tvr. l)r'(.n 1il, (,r oll, the minds ol those
who dralre Ll n.rr tictrl.rr lar.t,s.

Tlte Ctt,t t,lit il r It)r\l I (unl inued: "Anvim
disciosetl tirat tlrc':ott lcderal budgct was
pied rcated on t lrL' payment ol a minim u n:
of NIE.ooo to r,vork.,r: rvho were hitherto
carning belorl I lic !igure. Lxp)aining that
govenrnunr mlght bc unablc to effoct the
pavment tc coverall categories ofworkers
dur to lrr,rli(tdry corrslrdinls, Anyinr
pleadcd u'rtlr Labour tl allon'for shilr ol
imp)emenration datr to ncxt lanuary. The
l:ericr.rl t,orernmcnl s(r'ibc sairl tlrc Na
'.ional Asscnrbiy has to nalte provision for
tlrr Irilii'irr ilrc sal.rrii,:; oi worl<t,rs irr tht,
brrrlrlr'l ;rnri tI1.rt.tctinil\vitlloul a rccoursc
tu Iltr'hrrrlgcl,uy plorisiorr lvorrltl ltc rtrn-

trirtl', lorrl ol I lrc l.rwr yirr irlrrrl,, liovcrruttcltt
s;rt'rrrlilti".
llr l,rlrorrr lr',riltrs rnrsl lr,tvr l,tttriltt'tl.rt

I lrr' 1lt r't etl irrri .r r lllrnlnr. i'r'1cr lrit'le, I'r'es-
irlr'rrl ol llr' lr.r,l" Ilrrr,rrt { rrtrl'tr'rs (lllt )

l'..1v('.ilr .r,lr',lr.rlI lr'\1,,'rr\". ll' s.rr,l tlr.rt
"trt,,rr,.Vt,r 1,.r1 Ilr"u,,r1,1,,,rttl,l lrr.l,rrrrrJ
il govi'l rrnri'rt rv,rr rvillirrg 1o do it." Othcr-
wisr', hc r or r I in tt e i l, " it rvottld be talien that
llrc govlr rrrrlnt lrcliri,cs that Nigcrian
wor li, r r,rr t' r)r)t ilr rl)or t.lr)1". Illtrstrating his
( ()nt{'nI i( )n, I rr'lt',rr 1grrcrl: "Wltr:lt n,c r,vet e
prt'P,rrirrri l(,r llr, 2oll gcrttr:rl t,lecliorts,
monrV u,,rs lorrtti lor INli(. to I)rcp,lr0 Ior
tlrr'1,,,i1s. 5r,,Ilr,'ur.lnl,'r rrrtr'lti(ll tNl ( t,)t
motIVI{)r llrIr'lL, lirrtt rlrrrrtlrl lrItts,'rl I"r
tlrir. \i', r, j, t ,1;. , :i .,,1,, .n I,,'\t1,,)riil!
tlrt irrrl,l,,rrrlnt,rl r,,n ol I Il(. r,)ininlrrnl u'.14,'
l,rw 1,,'y,,rr,l tlris y'.u . W,'ll r.riLi,(.r)rnr.l(1,.
lsc lt'.
'l lrc (.hair ol thc (;ovcmor's Forum, on be-

h,rll ol tlris gluLrp of rrrlers. "app,'alcd to
llrr'olglrrizcd Labour lo shelve the strike
lirr protection of the poor". He continued;
"ll it (rhat is, the strike) goes ahead, it is the
Door thdt will sullcr because the rich will
bc ablc to allord whatever thev need hut
tlresJmecannot be said of tlie pborpcoy,l,'
wlro arc in thp maioriry". lhi: is an oltl,rrrrl
(irc(l argurnent. But thc goverrlor slrorrlrl
be commended fbr the particular formuia
tion he adopted in tlrjs instanrt': Iriglr
lighting the diflercn(. in thc \ituali,)ns of
tlre "poor" and the "riLlr" anrl rorrreding
that the "poor" are in th,' nrajority - in fart,
ovenvhelming ma jority.

However, having paiC cur dues to the gov-
ernor, we return tb the iact that his argu-
ment is an over-used blarkmail hv
segrnrnt5 ol thc ri(l) dIl(l p,)\vcrllrl. no"l
coltrfiassion lor I I r,' pr rr rr .r rr J i)owr'rlt'ss. It
is, o[(our\t'. Irrrr' IIr,)l ilr t'rr'ry slrrrgglc of
lltr'ilg,r1 ,11111 1l1,.1r,rprri.rr r I.rssr's lil r|rlr;r 0

tlr,.lrrr,l,.rrs I,rrt ()r) tlr.,ir rlrrrrtlrllrr 5yr'x
l,l,,it, r ' ,rn,l tlr,' strt,', llrr'\ arr' tlrc oitcs

that sulltr n)orr. Ilul llrcy arc also the
prime victinr s ol Lr n p rovokid state attacks
on t hc pcr)111,'. I Ir( ( (rlilllloll l)Collle, tlle
Door. are also tlr,'rrr.rirr r rr I inrs of I tvalries
berween factions ol tlr{' rulir]ll classcs or
berween the state anJ lr.rr lions ol tlre rrrl-
ing classes, such as the post-April 2011 elec-
tion violence. Who are the victims when
segments of the disaffected - poor or rich -
instit ule a reign of mass nrurder and anar-
chy (tike the Boko Haram)? lt is still the
poor and the powerless.
So, dear govelnor, the poor are always the

pr ime victims in every situation: in peace
antl in war. They, therefore, cannot be per-
suaded against going on strike on tlre
qrounds that they would sufler. Indccd,
they have reasons to go on strike even
rvhcn thev are aware they would suffcr: At
least there is the hope that this particu)ar
struggle (and suffering) nray rcsuit in
somc amelioration oi th0 halsh condi-
tiorrs undcr which thcy arc lorced to live
.rrrrl ri'plo,lrrct' tlrcir livr's.
Ilrt lt,rlt,r.rl Mini:l('r rrl l..tlrottr ancl Prcl-

iir.l(tivi(y w,l\ r('l)orlr'(l to ltavc said: "We
lilil it rr.t,r ,rrL l,, riillir Lrii to irttrietst.rnd
,,vlry .r t.aborrI issu(' in onc scctor of the
\'( oilor[\ slr0rrl,l lr,' I ur Irr'(l it)l.O natiOnal
strlkc tli.lr wrll allcrt other seclors of lhe
eLouunlv the TU(/NLC are resDected in-
stiturions and we aie in no dou6t that the
ecorromy of N igeria is bigger than the pub-
Iic sectoi... il a1 all Organised Labour con-
sidered it necessary to dcploy slrike to
achieve its ob jectives onc would want it to
limit its action to tlrc c|ring party rather
llralr plrrngc tllc cntire ccoDomyintocri-
sis".
WIr,rl I'r1'\i(l( rrt Go,rdluck lonathan'smin-

i'.1 ('r wa\ s,r)'i rrg may be put like this: "Nige-
l i.r's rr orronry dividcs into several sectors,
rncluding, irr panicular, lhe public sector
anJ thc private sector. The labour Ieaders
should iheck the sectors and identifu
rvhich ones are reluclant, or not agreeing,
to pay tlle nrirrinrunr $age. they should
therr .rppl1'thr sr rike weapon on the erring
sc.tor s. As lor us, the captains of the pub.
lic sector. rve are ready to pay, and have in-
deed started to pay. Do not plunge the
entire economy into crisis because of the
"sins" oI some sectors". I shall respond to
the Mifiister's "admonition" in the second
part of tltis series, and then proceed.
, To be continued nextThursday.

However, having paid 0ur (ltrcl; lrr tlrc 11rrvr;rnor, wc rcturn to the fact that
his argument is an over-uscd bl;rr;krrrlril lry scgrrrcrrls of the rich and pow-

erful, not compassion for thc poor ar)d powcrlcl;r;. It is, of course, true
that in every strugglc 0f thc p00rand thc popular classcs to rcduce the
burdens put on thcir shoultlcrs by cxploitcrs and thc statc, thcy are the
ones that suffcr nrorc. But thcy arc also thc prirnc victilns of unprovoked
statc attacks oll the people.
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ant", workers should face only the private sec-
tor Then followed an "appeal" to workers to
refleo deeplv and "demonsrrate restraint and
responsibility in the wiythey use stril<e to pur-
sue their objectives". ( Ihe Guardran, July t9.
2011.)
Thankyou very much, [.rborrr Minislcr. You

may even go further to argrtc tll,rt siilrc tlrr
ptrblic scclor can be sulrtlivirlctl irrto trtrlcr.rl
GovernIrcnt Sector, State Govcrnrrcnt Sc( I or
and Local Government Sector, tlle [;c(lcr.rl ( ;( )v
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Thiswillbe onlya step before anassaulton the
verv notion of rrade union bevond individual
enterprises. And this will bc iil perfect consc
nance with some nlgar interpret.ttirlrts o[
"true and fiscal federalism".rs practisrrl. pcr
haps, in America, our model ledcral denroe-
racy! This design must be lbught even more
vigorouslythan the t)ght lbr minimum wage.
For, if Nigeria is to remain onecounryinwhat-
ever foni - berween the two extremes o[ con-
federalism and unitarism-this "rrnion" must

lgnor in!1 I hc tlrr (1rt, whi( h NiEierian workers
.rr c rrst:tl to, I Jn) \rr c t lrJt NI"C and TUC are ca-

I'.rl rle ilI t.rl.rr rH, rr r Niq|r i.lil (mllioyers and tlre
\,ilrr)lts gi)v,.tn[lcllt\ tn slructured and un-
\rilr' rlrrr,d rlcbates over Nigerias polirical
,r .rr,rrrry and economic statiitics and indica-
tors.llut this is besides the pointnow Whatthe
l..lhour unions are saying is that employers of
l,rbour, both in the public and private sectors,
\lr{ )r th I (r)rnply stricrJy with the National Mini-
rn r rrr Wagc Ait. fhat is Labour's basic demand
because t lte employers are currently ttrtl r loirrg
so. ihis is, howevcr, not all that otg,rttt.r'd
I aborrr is uying. lt is rl\o sdying th.rt il). NI(.
,rr rd I IC n.gri r.sent nor only unioniscd worl<crs,
brr t also rrri-unioniseci woikers and, indeed, all
rlre tirrrrrrrtrn r)coDlc''. the "wrctclted ol tlte
c.rnh", llrat arc irnloverished in, and by, rhe
cirrrent social orderin Nigeria.
The claim above is selievident. lVhen the Or-

ganised Labour agitates or goes on strike over
increases in the orices of oetroleum Droducts.
are thev doins tfris onlv ftir the benefit of their
memb6rs? W'hen it sc6res some victories dre
their members the only beneficiaries? Whert
students demonstrate over increascs in scltool
fees, are they not demonstr,ll r nH oIt l rtl rr l f of
rheir oaren[s and oatrons? I hc p(]int is IhJr
anv sisment of the erpl,ritcd jrrd the op-
pr6ssed ."n, and clo, struggle lor and in tlie
hame, ot all the exploited .rird the oppressed,
and seek to drar,v iheir compatriots into the
stn-rggle. Put differently, in any historical con-
iuncrure, thc segmenrs and organisations of
the popular classes thdl are in strategic posi-
t ion! to le.rd the st ruggle of the exploited and
lheoppressedcando so. Ihis is,ol course. po-
Iocal but it is als o Iegitimate.
. To be continued nextThLtrsd4t
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We mav now continue from where we
stopped la'stThursday. The Federal Minister of
Labbur was arguing rhat since the Nigerian
economy divides into the public and private
sectors (l don't know where he puts the public
- private pannership enterprises), the Iabour
unions ought to be secror-specific in $eir agi-
tarions and strikes. He pleaded that since the
government was "minimum wage compli-
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Permanent struggle over'minimum wage' (: )
laughing matter. Tlrt,
argued fiom.rt I',rst t)
place,thc counl r y's gr
the ncgoti,rl iorrs tlr,rt

r i, rr r { I I { )) r lcfi ned Minimum Wage as the "level
oI 

1 
r.ry r L.sigr red to overcome poverty and to en-

rrrrl llrr. r.rlisl,rction of the basic rieeds of all
wor l<t'r s,rrul I ltt'ir families". This definition,Iam
strrt,, lr.rs rrot lxtrr rcvol<ed. Abouttwo decades
a1y r,,r r,rrl it,rl 

1 
r.rl r iOt ic group, the Com mittee for

{lnily tnl I\ot:rcss irr Nlgcna (CUP), isSued an
crgl rl 

1 
r,rgr. l r, rr nl rhkt. IJ, tt t l t l or M i nimum Wage,

Irlt lr L.sslr I I r r wor lit.r s irr 1 ranicular, but to the
pulrlrr in ll(.nr,t,rl \rArrd hy three representa-
(ivrr ul tlrr gtr)ulr. ll.trri Aborjshede, Osagie
Obayuwana and l)ipo Irashina, the publicatibn
domesticated tIe ILO delinition to mean thatthe
minirnum wage "should be sufficient for a
wrrr ker to iive a digrified life. not iust bare mis-
er.rhlc existence, Iiving from hand io mouth, un-
tlr'r lctl, sir k and veryveryunhappy."
llrl group therefore demanded that the esri-

rrr,rrt d minimum wage should be "adequate to
finance a balanced and nutritious diet, to fced
and sustain one's immediate llmilv, providt.
clothing, education, housing. hea[rh, rrant
ponal ion, etc." At anot}ter poinr ir r tlrc pulrlica-
tiot) lhc CllP urged rhar "rhe struggle lor
rrrirrinnrm wage is forall the opprrssecfl'. I have
made this point several times in this series. In an
expanded argument wdich I completely en-
dorsed then, and reendorse now thehoup said:
'AJl the poor classes -farmers, pettytradeis, m:-
dents, uhemployed, artisaru, etc:must be mobi-
lized to suppon the srruggle of the organized
workers 1or a living wage. We should not allow
the govemment to divide us".
This was the argument: The nurse who is re-

trenched inthetown is the rural woman's child.
Thepoorlypaidworkerin town isa child to farm-
ers in the village who depend on him or herithe
unemploved school leaver is t-he chiid to a me-
chanii or-tailor: the reuenched worker is a cus
tomer to the marl<er rraders and the
povefty-wages of the workers negarively affeo
the sales of Lhe farmerand theuader. Thousands
of threads bind us together." Io the CPU, tlrere-
Iore,the smrggle forMinimumWageis, bvwhat
it said above, a struggle for the "collective sur-
vival" of the masses.- 

-

By Edwin Madunagu
ffllS discussion opened with the asserfion
I that the struggle over National Minimum
Wage in Nigeria,as elsewhere in tlre world, is a
permanentsEuggle. Several govemments, out-
side Nigeria, recognized this by setting up
mechanisms for adjusring the minirnr rrn w,rgt'
continu,tlly, or reviewil)g it ; rL't iorlit,rlly. Ilr rt r rr rt

so in Nigcria. lhir lltird segt r rtr rt ( ( 
'r 

ll r ru('\ wll ll
l)ry rcsponses to objections and reservatior)s (o
thc current wage-related workers'dcmand in
Nigeria. Please, do not believe that tlre rnrni
mum waqe issue has been scttlcd, tltat allcrrr-
ployers oi'labour-pnvate and publit ar c rrow
complying. Itisnot so. Myresearch reveals drat
Nigeria's ruling classes, tleir govemments and
thcir publicists have used almost the same set
of ar guments and tactics since the general stril<e
of1964.

S(,vcrJI sr.rle governors pleaded that they
woulti nor hc able to pay the minimum wage.
t h, rl is. wir hor rt ru nni ng their govemments inlo
banl<ru otc-v. I o bc ablu io oav ihev asl<ed t o be a l-

lowed t6 t t't I ur r' I I re st r t'ng'r fi ol t fi r'i r worl<Jorce,
that is, ren cnt Ir m,rr ry ol I I rt.ir wor kcrs, mainly
civil serva nts. h r I hL' .rl I er nal ive, thc revenue al-
locationformula shoultl be changed to enhance
the fraction coming lo states in relation to the
Federal Governnrent arxl also, perhaps, in rela-
tion to the local goven r r r)cnt \. ll I I )cse two sug-
gestions fail, then c,rclr g')vernor should 5e
allowed to renegolidte tho NatioD.rl Minirnrrm
Wage lawwrth his workers (it is a rndle rll,rir !).
The govemors are also aslcing rhe IederalCor-
ernment to stop saving any iederally<ollecred
revenues (from oil sales orany othersource) on
their behall Their argument is that this force
ful saving, in addition to being "unconstitu-
tional", does not make sense. H6w do you save
when yor"r cannot coveryour current bills? they
seem to be asking.
An activist labour leader was reported to have

responded byaskingthose state govemors that
could not pav the Mrnimum Wage to vacate o[
fice and allow those who couJd piay to "enler". I

found myself Iaughing. although it was hardly a

l;tlxrrrr lt',rrk'r rrrrrst h.rvr,
hree premises In the first
rvenrox were involved in
led to the agreement on

Minirrtrrrr W,rgt'. Ilr thc st.corrcl ltlict:, t lrt,,rgr tt
nllnl w,rs Irlrl int(r tlrc cottnlry'r It.grsl,rtivt.
1rl ot css,rntl w,ts tlrtly t'tr,rr'lt'd ilrlo l,rw. AnrI rlr
t I rt' tlr ir <l 

1 
rl,rce, cstaltlishrncnt ccotrornists have

rorrlir rrrtil tlr,rt all the govt rnrncnr
I Irn't' I ier,s ol govcrnarrrc in tlrc l.tnrl
ttrirrirrrrrrrr wagc. I thinl( I also heard

tarrpaytir
I the lahour

ts ol all thr:

befurther

that

Labour would not

with ls
of state on

ttieriew Weshould
thatwhatweare national fi)ililInum

orevenad-

Labour Organisa-

I wish to extend what the CPU was

linked tothe concept

It'.rrlcr'
fought

\,ry llr,ll tlrt. nt'w governors acn-rallV
Ir,ttl to "errter" olfice - with the hrll

knowledge ol the minimum wage agreemenl'.
I hey were not conscripted into office.
The labour leader was accused of rudeness. l

think "harsh language" would be a more ap-
propriate charge. I remember he explaintil
what he meant and the language maner was
rested. However, the substance of t}te man's re-
sponse remains valid. I wouid add to this re-
sponse. First, what the govemors were asking
lor. in relation to revenue allocation formula
and revenue saving was a redisEibution of the
national income. I dontthinkitwould be fairto
askworkers to contribute to this debate ar rlris
ame, if atall,becausewhatworkers are saying is
thatt}e totaliryof wharthey are currently being
paid as wages, even wirh full compliance with
the'minimum wage" law is grosslV un just and
barely above starvition or foverry level. For
workerstobe interested in tlie reveirue sharing
debate, they would have to obtain assurancei

masses in theirfi shtforbetter oad<ase." ForObi.
the NLC shodd 6e able to so oh su-ifie over"the
fall.ing standard of educati-on, inflation, comrp
tion and bad govemance in Nigeria" - in addi
tion, of course, to its prolonged struggle over
lhe prices of petroleum producs. The sfirygie
sholuld not i:nly be peimanent: it shoutl"be
ambined.
.Conduded.
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