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Perspecf,ives on- ipower dts trlbution' (2 )
SINDICATID atthe enil of the first segment of
.E this piece that I would attemptto answerthe
queslion: Who represents the workir:;; and
toiling people, the "common" people, ofNige-
ria, in the collective and rotarional presidencv
rhat some Nigerians, including mysel[, hav6
been pr,:posi-ng fur the countiy? Put differ-
ent1y, Iiow will thjs large but- presently mar-
grna"lised fracrio" of "hij Nig"ri.rr poprilar-lon
1,,' lc):i /--i I ".i L. i-t l. l. tlfL ;.- r,-:: C,-': r,' t.ill t a11,1

rotational presidency? Specit,,-ally, what do I
mean by rotarronal collective prrsidencl,and
in what context anr I proposing it for Nigeria?
i shall answer the question by revisiting the
key proposals I have made on the subject in
t}le 1ast8 years.

By December t997,Iive political par-ties had
betn formed to coitest t)'re generil elections
fixed for the thirri auaiter"of the followins
yeaE bul. noboCy app'eared to be interested ii
the oresidencv of the countrv. Whv? Because
noone knerv ilCeneral Sani ibachi, the head

Sy Edwinhdaelr.rnagu

parties.
In an cxclusive inten'iew lvitll Neh..-'ri?tcl

magazine in late October, 1997, a frontline
Abacha "persuader" challerged any Nigerian
politician. courdgeo,.L.,r^, . l tc step r ;1
.rrd lac:,rL:rh.r :ttl,'- e,lts, Ih.' mrn il)'-
ocrerl: ".t 5.ri,,e iuokr i artu:,.1. I r':;e i,rt t eerr:

any r'ralic;:;-r Ha\ i yolr seerl rny? \4,'l rere are
the presidential c:,:rdidatesl 'ihe l:rt is, we
have no alternatrve to Abachr '1I. hav. . .: CrJft

must support Abacha. Gtineral Abacha has dl-
rection he h.,laireaciy) won peace forNigeria.
Without peace and securiry I cannot be here

no,,v." He ccnl-inu;'d: "1 don'trvanl:noil;:i cir.ii
war. Any mistake norv can lead ta, an u,,.r;.ict-

in Congo Braz:avrilc. io, rn,eable scdnario like

On the clamour for a routhem president, the
"persuadef said: *fhose talkineibout a oresi-
rf.:,rt finn th* rorti.h r:: r., 'oil,'r!.1n..-,71 j i,.. 1-
Iess people. They ,Con't want iu be fre
they rvant confusiori. l'h.j'\,rill nol srr
(Newswatch, November 10,1997, page 9). The
"persuader" in question is from the southern
fa rt. of r

Abiola,
the countly As hc
the lvinnei of the

spoke, Chlef i.,loshood
annuileci june iz, t993

presidential clcction lvas spending his fourth
year in dctention.
On Novenrber11,1997, Th c Guard ian pr.rblishe,J

a statementissued bythe National Democratic

P::sldcr:,:.-,at th,: i. derai ievel. Eacl-r rnembi:r of
ti ie presi,J+'i:r:y lvill rerr.esent a zcne and the re
are to b: eigirl::onE's in tlre countrl.A zonc ir,iil
be consdr'.lted bya number of states.lhe Chair
and the Vice-Chair ol thr: Prcsidency ol'Presi-
dgntiai Council shouid be ror.rriolaf si;
montirs per sessicn. Ever1,361 c)1'Lhe prresirien-
ti,rl r,'ur:t ilslrorrlC bc b.rq.d orr a un;airnous,
tlrr',c rrr r,rrt:rc. or :: ;ijoriti, decision, depcnd-
irtq orr.1 i:r'rt.::re of tnc ar..[very m:mher of
1i.r.1-,,1:'i.. .; Drr'..i,i.,,-'r,^.ili,.:-i r:!aritI?f al
Llre L.allll^:rt i rr:r)ir.,:i rir-' iirr a sL latrrgic mll ri-iLry
or govr; nment dap.]rtmcnt."

i t:tlirr'r in ilr) lt:r': ('/rt,tti()n i ptu,r(,sr'd fhe''trrJl,rt' ('xl('n.r,)r) ol tlrr ptintiplr' otrtlined
above to other levels of governmcnt, narrcly,
state and local governmcnt area. Iror Cross
Rj\,er State, for instance, I proposed the divi-
sion ofthe state into three language groups or
tl;ree ethnic clusters "corresponding to the
tltree senatorial districts (South, Central and
Nonir) into which the state is presently di
vidr.r1. I l;.:t should be a state govemor and the
d ei;ut1,govr-rnors, each of the three represent-
ing a senatrrrial distrjct. Ihe three will consti-
r, r:e a ,qovcr r r(,ir-ir:-cou ncil wlr icl' '.,,ilI exercise,
,l i.):,;iliaallli, ihi' i,ittctici,: I :'11('i r..: as.
sjgna:al au lire q(rriei,lor."
Or l,,ilv.,5 ar.i.j 26" 2o3o. al-.oIr 12 rnLrnths itrto

Cer . :rl r,lu:.'i,,lrn Obrsan jo'. prcsid,,lrc1. tlrc
lri.tit,rr r' oi l'l'bl i( fi riiL y arrd r'rdmir risrr ition
(ll)F,\-,, iirrvcriitl' ol' Cai;bar, organised and
host.'li .:rr, l ii,rrn.r I i{)iraJ Sr:ml lar, Civl! sacieq,
,l nd r.he r,.,, i.:,,-:; d ; t i t n n :' tlL' n t, ;', 

"r 
t:y i :. N i ;e-

r.ia Itl m-'"'r-rl'il.til ii i.rr to 1!tr' r..i-r:,t;; i "aid;''Ihe 1;lol;o:srtion o,l ti)e restructurrng of rhe
ir*igerian Federatiori irrto eisht functional
zoies and thc creaticn l,.td a:rivation ofneigh-
bourhood and comnr;r:,ity orgailisations
bclow thr local govcrnmcrrt :,rea are aimed ar
creating the mosr effectrvc geopolitical frame-
work icr tllc ...;isar io{l o[ the r,.-'ulationde
:ir'tcratia irL': e:as .:iiii aspir-lrtions of the
Ntg. . ..t ;'-.c r.. i\, ', uLt'., t . : nr)i, .li) |

--'ouldr,i tbr',4,,;,i,l{:1... u,,bzonesof;r r-

irui ;nd \.{;'l:iiriir..: 1,.: ;urr.',.tlocsarrJ th.
various et i rn ic h.' : t rons d.-..! factions of t he rul-
ing classt's. The fyp. -; re:.^ucturing we are
proposing is lalso) aimed at terminating the
existing p, r:kets of internal colonialism, and

tlr:-entralisinli t]:r iir -;,:iii:i. , ,.i exercisr ofpo'
iri. ;J p:tr','r."
Fir.,r,',;ils l,tlCt, i,: ,r', r ".:i;t. cf Febnra:i I6,1, i.-fi l .,1.Tlt,, (,rli,. ilr t.-. ,jcrr-r.. l i:.o.

l)(,!'u: llr\ru.1J01 r lrcr;..lr;ir:. 1, i,:*s;C.n'tlor
tir' cdtrillry.J\ lr.tsir, iti,r' l-..ilrr.rto.an:crn-
L.r'roitirr i 1dr.r,rl I nlle.ti. r r....: jnlrryr\ill hc
elected in each cf ihr six s,:orllli ir:zl zones in
the cclii'rtn.,. The sir rledbeis so elected w'ill
form the Cdilcctir.e Presiden,.:v.\!iriie lhe tenure
.,irl.i, irri.,,1i,,,-..; :.. t',-.','.ti.,,,1 ... :I. ::Chii:i.;
(r,'{ lu(j :,'!ellrD-15\,;,, i'(Cl;-- : )i( rOtte<leL'l.lon
for a manirnum of one mcre ti;ne. The Chair of
tiie Coilectii'e Presidenq,rviil i:e heid in rotation
between tire six n'ren-rb,.'rs stariing frorn the
Sciuthsoutl.r and mo',inq iir anti'clockwise di-
rpr t iun." flris prop,,sa i ti, ; i. : ; l,,,r,r thr prececi-
ing one only in one cs::r,l;al respetU thc
prescripriorr of the stan in; poir,t of rhe rota-
tion, n,lnrely the Southsor.,'.h, tc bc followed, in
anii-rloclovisc ordcr h; thc Sot ,-lr*ast..

I I i'. i r'tl t he objctri! es oi m) 3;'f i.rcal<: "The par-
ti.,llar variani ol Lolier iir',. lrr:licncy which i
am pl;posing is directed at acirierdng three
minimum objectives. First, to:esolr.e, in tie in-
terim, the cuestion cf di:'.rilrr-itir-rn of "f:deral
i1e(.;'i.- I . :.;-. -p.f^
1r,rrr. b1 :o iio,ri6, r.tvt tlt., aJlinln/ fl-u,fi bjrng
plurrgr4 i,rlo gri .ritr chao. ir']. l:e vjcr:n:s will
be the l,rng-sufit-rir:g. imp.oleri;hed and de-
lra uded rna sses. Second. to recol\. r the ques'ion
of "fiscal and tnre iecieralism'anJ resource r:ol-
trol," al;r in the int?rirn. And tliirdl]l to c.da1e
ih: m. rim,,,li framewc,l.; f.r the popular
,.\ .. :. : :.),:,:hanCcil:i:ii ;trtii";!tOarnellorate
th :!r preselrt material ccnditions. I hasten to
adt), horvever, that if the masses are not organ-
ised and moi riiised, thelr cannot take advantage
of even the u:ost favourable politicai conjunc-
ture. Conjunctures will come and go." (Febru-
ary16,20O6).

ihe onlv essential aC.triion I would, todav.
makete.fiesepre; ;sa)i ficrvs trom.-.. t :eced-
ir.r iwJ seflrlrnce.,.lt is tht ::::gorr(al imt,_,;a-
,ivc af t.rming a .,..'.l'cna:\
popul;r ,. rloar,ltic rirovenienl;nd a revol'i
tlonary sur'ialist party to mobilise and organise
the wor!ing people and ali the tr'.jiy dispos
sessed of Nigeria.
. Tobe conc-luded nenThursday.

and you-cannot be here... Everything wili
crasli."

rsident,
cceed."

aouncement oi the , rsult and tlie
tion of the rnrinner, Chief lv1.K.O.

inaugura-
Abiola, as

Cloalirion (N.\DECO)on titc statc o1'thc narron.
N,AI) ECO was a ieading opprosirrori group ir1 tlrt
country. In the statcmcnt the anti-nilirary of-
ganisaiion nrade the foliowing demandsithe
"actualisat ion" of the result of the J une 12. i993

ol tlir. ruiing military iunta, was intcrcstcd in
1l;t job alil no ore was prepare(l to Irc namerl
rr: l li,ct.;; ai .:r,rDonent oI the gtl r-cral- I ','.ls
roiLl ulrl) ri;.rrnbor:tinar'r'oi rhr: fivc!,'.:.1:s
rvas pie-parcd to i;ecr:me a candiclate ttrr as-
sJ.sin.rl rr,il or dir]poea;a:lcc.'l hc slisr.rrtL' ol
prrr ir 1..r. t i.r I .rspr;ants tlien beca r',rc ; rror hcr
weapon in th: hrncis of those lligerirns -
plliticians, tl,rt'lition.,i rul(rs, bu5iirel: I'a(r
plcs ar'd ,:,il:.-.,' .'l ',-^,: - uho ,.. -'rc 'p1,.-
: .:.'.iing'' Abarlr.r i', Fi:orT-'i,,,r(siLc'irr.rl
candidite alnri srr,tceaii hlr,::e"i'a; rl,ligr-lia s
ruler. Event uallv the gcneral hecamc th c "('on-
sensus" candidite cl e.rch of t he [i . : p, ,- ilcal

i'r,...:1tn1ial tl:cti:r:i ti::j ::, jl'.1 1.:::':',il .i:

plesrd.'nU or, i n t he i.IltcrnJil\ c, tl ic l,.)rrnrrrorr
bf a "govemment ol n:tional uniqi' 1rl 5s
lrc.rdco by Alricla; the in.rugui,rlinn u'oulrl hc
fr'llowe, I bv the <er r" g t, i'r, h1 1l' e "rovrrr r;,,r.1
ol,r.r'i^nrlu,ritl.;" .,1ai. 1,':ri'ige r':r''..:r.-,,;)'
r r.'.1-e(1,..- .,- "r,i,cli;:i:fl - :..rti:.r::.r;

true iccle;ati,::r""'

:eminar in Calatra: on the frr;-;re . ithe coun-
ti/. Th€ icrr.tla.. openrrd oi Wedne.,1..", 59-
cetibr;r 3,1997.

seminar, ii-
blocs

ofpresidential candidates have aban-
He (Abach-:) cannot abandon us

It lvas agai nsi :his background of threat, biat k-
mail. fear, aparhy, poc, ets ol pa, -ioric resi\t-
ancc, dnd perhaps, pr..!)dralion'; to renlove
Abacha by force, or secede from the country
rhat the Nigeria Union of Journalists (M IJ),

Cross fur'er State Council, organii.,i a puhlrc

him-Other
doned us.

Nigeria, I proposed, among other thirrgs:
t Irr rc slrould bc an eight-member Col/L'ctivc

{

{
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Perspectives on 'power distribution' (3)
By Edwin Madunagu

fWOULD like to begin this final insrallment
lwith some explanatory notes on the preced-
iDg pans. First, it is more appropriare ro sav
"office distribution: (that is, sharing of polit.i-
cal offi ces) than "power disrributjon-' betause,
as one political analyst remarked rather an-
grily many years ago, "political power" is not
like a tuber ofyam thatyou can aut into small
pieces and hand out to several hungry people.
Political power, properly so-called, is indivisi-
ble. It is political offices, the creations of po-
lirical power, that can be shared 

-or
distributed. The onlv occasions where vou
have "shared power" are transirion peribds
where issues are decided not onlv Dolilicallv
but also militarily. And such peri6ds are noi-
mallyverybrief.

I wis aware of this pointwhile drafting and
revising the earlier installments of this piece,
but I decided to retajn the current popular
usage in our country/s political discourse, and
then supply explanatorynotes at the end. Un-
fortunatejv the noles could not be squeezed
into these"earlier installments. ln any case -
and I am not being cynical - many pblitical
discussants mean "office" when rhey say
"power" even when they and their readers or
listeners know the difference. Mv current ef-
fort is like Comrade Biodun |eyiio's frustrat-
ing campaign against the misuse of the word
"penultimate."
Now I would like to re-articulare the obiec-

tives o{ this series. It was my intenlion to s}iow
that, in politics, the ideas of "rotation," "zon-
ing." "collecriviry" erc, are not in themselves
either revolutionary or reactionary conserva-
tive or radical, rightist or ieftist, popular or
power-bloc-driven, democratic or undemoc-
ratic or indeed socialist or capitalist. All de-
pends on the political and historical contexr.
Io illusrrate: I he suDDort for rhe camoaien for
tru e ledera liSm, fiicil federalism, silf-teter-

in fac( reacrionary if ir predicated on the per-
pet uation of the current balance of powef be-
tween pro-capitalist and pro-impe rialis r forces
on the one liand and rlie anri-tapiralisr and
anti-im periaUsr forces on rhe othei.
Even if the campaign, and rhe supporr for it,

are silent on the current balance of power they
are still conservatlve and reactiouarv - nerhao!
more dangerouslv so. But the camiaisn. aid
the suppo-n for itjwli be progressii'e ind rev-
olutionary ifthey are prosEcuted in the context
of a programme of struggle to radicallv alter
the balance i n favour ol ant<apitalist and anti-
imperialist (and ipso facto, pariioric) forces. Let
me put this thesis differentlv bv breakine it
down. lt will be silly, ro say rhe iery leasr,Tor
anyone to advocate the creation of more cen-
tres of primitive accumulation, exploilation
and corruprion, or the expansjon ol the exist-
ing cent res of ryranny, and then go and sleep.
Without the dialecriCof oualifiedsuooort tlie
whole campaign for mori: decenuafiiation rs
reactionary. The correct platform is: Supporl
lor restuctuing, but in the context of clebper
p o p u I a r _smLggle. Thi s, by th e way, was the rivo-
pronged resolurion of the famoris Luxemburg-
Lenin debate on narional self-determinationl
One other insDiration for mv nresenl exercise

was Dr. Anthody Aki nola's anicle : Erhniciry as a
permanent fhenomenon (rhe Guaidian,
Wednesday. November 3,2oto) where the au-
thor had, a-gain, argued for the idoption of col-
legiate and rotational presidencvin Niperia.
Al<inola had, in rhat article, ralk6d abo[t his
being a "voice in the wilderness" which I inter-
preted to mean either that he had been alone
.in this advocacv or that he was writine from
outside the cou-ntrv - or both. Mv resoinse to
the former interpretarion was t o dembnstrare
that I have been writing openly about colle-
gialiry and rotadoD, in relarion to rhe presi-
denc;; for at least t3 years. But, as far as I can
remember, I first proposed it in the parallel re-
port T wrote in April 1987 as a member of rhe
bureau which organised rhe National Political
Debate. Howevet as can be seen from an ex-

pirant of"Northern PDP" or in the North." But
these statements are merely rhetorical, for-
malisric oracademic.The rea[itywill be known
in the days and weeks that follirw.

I was, perhaps, not the only Nigerian who was
gefting_ tired of NPLF'S seemingly endless
search for a "consensus" aspirant. And vet this
subject dominated both politics and m-edia re-
pons in the country for so long. I was becom-
i,ng bored and depressed - ih spite of my
devoring so much time looking ar the subjeci
and artempting to address it. But, in iust ir,vo
days, Saturday, November 20 and Sunday, No-
vember 2t, 2oio, two panicular interleniions
lifted my spirit, so to say. In irs issue of Satur-
day. November z o The Guardianpublished irs
interviewwith Professor EskorTovo in Calabar.
The story the paper consrructedfrom the in-
terviewwas title d: E skor ToVo la m en ts national
woes, seek "socialist revoluLion'l(paee g). The
interview itself can:e under the ldhicadtion:
"Nigeria is not being underdevetofed by the
Wesr, bur by the slaies ruling it." (piges 6 and
10).

last Ire The impon ofthese repons (on Eskor
Toyo and Biodu;r Jeyifo) is siirply ihis: eny
Nigerian progressive. or leftist, or revolutiona*
socialist, who says thar he or she is srill lookin!
for a coherent, viable and revolurionarv plai
form to intervene in rhe political processisiim-
ply not serious. There is now more than
sufficient body of jnformation, perspecrives
a_nd analy_ses to-consrrucl d programme, a mdD-
ilesto and an organisafion of national rehinlt,
to use a t9a9 slogan of the nationalist movo-

ident, Professor Atrahiru lesa, now Chairman of
the lndependent Nariorial Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) maldng any diflerence in rhe com-
ing election?" And Eskor Toyo had replied: "l
have wrimen a paper on [ega. He is irrelevant.
There had been people of inregriry in INEC be-
tore. What is relevant is the polirics which lega
cannol conrrol." Eskor Toyo's .iast senrenie in
the interview was by the way of illustration: "lr
is the ASUU president who asked the question
Nigerians have nor asked, which theyshould.
That is, assuming you have a free and{air elec-
tion, does that mean you will produce a good
Nigeria?"
The first thing I look for in every Sunday edi-

nonof The Guardian is Biodun Jeyifo's column,
Talakawa Liberation Courter.The day after the
publication of Eskor Toyo's intenrieiv, on Sun-
day November zt, Jeyj[o aame out with parables
oI a great catastrophe foretold: Nigerian Elec-
rion 2011 (2). Again, rhe idea here is most force-
fully summarised in the last paragraph: "The
wai drums are being beaten ibou-t \rhat will
happen if the North is denied the presidency in
Election 2ol or if the Niger Delra-is rold thit it
cannot and rdll never produce our president.
These rwo slogans are profoundly rivanchist,
conservative and apoca lypfic. precisely because
they are emanating from the same political
parry which, before our veryeyes, is rapidly un-
raveling and as it unravels is threatening to
bring the country down wirh its looming"de-
mise."

entfrom his.

Northern Political Leadership Forum (NPLF)
and not that of the North. I would evdn add
thatAtiku Abubakar was not the consensus as-

amination

ment.
, Concluded.
, This coluntn is procet:ding.on a short ltrtl;.

,T
irl'\

i

mination, resource control, geopohtical re-
structuring, Sovereign National Conference
(SNC), creation of more states and local gov-
er nnr('nl\. elr, in Nigelia, wil) lt,'r onrrw,rt rv,,, context ol

of Akinola's articles and mine, the
my aclvocacy has been quite differ-

I read the story and the interuew very care-
fully. As I said rhey lifted my spirit b6cause
theie the "Nigerian-quesrion" wai refreshinglv
re-f ormulated, presented di fferen rly. The ie-
formulation came most forcefully in the last
question-and-answer. The interrriewer had
asked Eskor Toyo: "Do you see former Aca-
demic Staff Union of Universities (ASUU)pres-

I read that when

reason

to have been


