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Fex spectfwms frmil ; [Tre erc]e{ves
By Ir1,,'rirr [',ladunagu

A I r r' 1 I.tr.ninr tl;c serics R.'t icntn.g a
I t r. .'.tt,t .'r ' , ',1t.'l.lnuJr! C, I I rn,l irr,
.',: . r . r'l rcl :li:icsaitdrl,' ltu,,t:t:
ro;triit(tit (irirIl:-i 2;,2o'r1), I u'ent to l)rf
a;i:lrii,r rn s,-:.rrrr oi ar^ urtpublished papLrr I

lllrlr,',) :i r,,,,' tll l,' ;:1,r. I cottlil lrt iitr:ii,' li
aij.:'i, i,)i,ir.r l.rr tlt,'al:ir,:tll,lrtlt 1ll.'li lll,' ( \' \
:,::,,11:'
...:i':I tt,:'1, tt, .l . ' ilt'j.,1 , I

{::. . i,li.. .. , , r ' . tr, ,, "
l)cr lr,llJii. ll:-''rlrio;cr" lr,t.l t,,lr .tlltt ,t 1,, -

r iorl ol ltrrl,irl 'r)t ''(o lrJbltation" thal l,tsttd
al)out ll nronll)s.

(,.r)('r.ll lbrJlrirlr Bab.rngida, as militdry
I'rL'sidrlcrrt, had, in Jaouary I9S6,appointed a

u-mcmbcr conrmission (rr'hich he called Po-
Itric,tl Bureau\ and gave it a mandale to or-
eanise, analyse, and report on, a l2-month
Ionq n.rrional d"bate on the political future of
r:,c-l1l,nrr1'. The general had been in power
for less rhjn :l',f r.onir(.;,.rd ih.. u::r:,._:rrt-
tion of this bureau was the start of hrs pbliti
cdl trarsilion. I haJ g,iren the report- which
scn rc people t lrr rse to call "Minonry Rcport" -
ihe tirlp I/e,',Jrc as cla:s struggle. Parts ol it
nere seriai.sed in thc llii,rrl Guardianmag
azine in the secontl h.rll rrl 1987. I.llso lried to
feed the ctlntents to the public through other
channels.
When nr! eyes fell on thrs "long-foryor ten" re-

port, I l('ml)ordlly suspended the search that
had broug[rt r,rc io tht, archives. I opened the
first volulne, loohing for nothing in particu-
lar. As I tul n"'d tlru pagcs I w.rs arrested by
three documents I rncluded in the appendix.
The first was a short communication, dated
March 24, 1986, from late Chief obafemi
Awolowo.The frontline oolrtical leadrr died l5
months later. The second dot rtntent was also
a short communicatiorL It carne from General
Olusegun Obasanjo and was daled June 16,

t986. Obasanio had rerired ft oln the Arnred
Forces and as military He,rd of StJle a little
over six veJrs e.rrlier.ihe third document, a
mrrch lo-n3cr cr)mmunicatlorl, d:led Augttst
::, t986, \\,1\ ri:ncd b1 l6 Nig,er:dn citizens.
airorrt lr rll ul tlrcnr difdcnlic\. ihcv callcd
the:Iselves Concerneri Ciaizen,. oi Solioao
siate.

I he tlrrcr conr:lunlcd :onq wc;e'lti. ull) rd-
dressed to the lolrtrcal B:reau, trroLtgh the

The tliree c0nrmuniLaliriilu \'/rlro oliri:irlly addrcssed to the Political Bu-

reau, thr0uSh thc Err;r:'rli,,r ll,r;tr:l;rty L;. AltdLrllahiAugi;butvlirilethe
firsttr,vov.,irir iiiv:,i-, r,1 ; ril;r1;l; r:;ri,i, l ,rli l,tlieti:irdwesar0penlct-
tll lllli ,,,,,a...:,1,1t ll , ;,:r.,li)rirr;t.i;ltir ilr(!ijCUn]entl"i;^ijhy0i-1.1,

ht,l,.'., ,, 1,. r I t:..'':tr-.,i r .' iiir ,r lltltit r.ill',:;:;:nt.

!.. . j ;1. i. :, .. l. .. ..t;,tirt
L,)n1r(iiiltjJl,tjlrrlliirirr,l:rirf,iri:rtll'1.t,ttt.l rr,rtej',,,,1,.i:tl;r;,:iilr.,;,tl:.r,,\'('ll,ivtilnl-
n,as so tillecl. I intend to al)i)fr,airle tlicst: doc- halkecl on a iruitl:ss searcir.Ai tlra cn(l oi ilie
urrl(,nlsorr0byorrc,brli.'rilt:itlt,ltt..'ltri PCr- d.l\',wlrcnw(rnraArnLtl:altlrct,etrol.lci-is
sp('\tives cltr'hc dratvlr lltir:r tltt'tn at thrs lreie, we wou'J be terriL'ly disal,pointcd. Ilr
pbint. other words, at the threshold ol our Newso''Atthebeginningofitsrvt,rlithePoliticalBu- cialOrder,wewouldseeforoursclvesthat,as
reaudccididtoarlont mrrltinltmctlrudsoloS lonsasNieeriansrcrnainwhdtthclare.nolh-
tainins the vjervs'ol lhe' cllizens on the inz"clranlorinciplcLl, ethital, a:,C idealistic
assign;rentbe[oreit.tirst,agcnera]invitdlion ca'nworkwirht]iem.,qndNigerranswill re-
was-issued ca)ling lor menroianda from mem- main wlrat they are, unless tlte evils which
l,ersofthepublii.Beiondtltis,however"pru nowdominaretheirheans.atall Ievelsandirt
tessional,'civil so'.iet'/ and acadeinic allsectorsofourpolitical,business,andgov,
organisations and communities wet.e enrrlur- ernrliental activities are exorcised.'
agEd and, in some cases, assisted, to orS,anise lhe elder statesman continued: "But I vct)
seminars or wol kshops and :;end us t ltc pro- tur( to assert that thev will nof l,e cxon tr,',1,
ceedings and conclri'i,,r:s.5(.llc and tradi- andirrticedthcywillb6firnrlyt,ntrtnrlr,rl,rrrr
tionaliirstitutionswerralsorequestecltosend lcssGodHimsilfinthucs,rvislrrr.rjorrtyolrrs
memoranda. Furthermore, the bureau com- witharevolutronarych,rngeol .rltrtutlrltrlrle
missionedsonreNigenanstoJ]relareandsettd andpolitirsor,rrnlirsthedi,tlcctrcl)ro(e\s('s
papers on specific issues and subletts. Finallv whidh h,ivr becn ar work lot some twenty
Specific statesmen and slatestvomen were rc- veJrs no\4; perlbrce, make us perceive the
quested to send thoir pr rsonal viervs on the fu- ihominablc'filrh that abounds in our society,
rureofrhecountlv. totheendrhataninexorableabhorrenceofit

Chief Awolowo'lnd t,cner,tl Oh,rsan jo lt'll will be qurckened in our hearts and impel us
under the last of the categories lrsted ahovt, to makcdrastic changes for the better. There
while the Concerned CitizeDs ol Sokolo Stat e is, o[ course, an alr0rnative option open to us:
fell under the first. Their communications to succumb ro pcrmar)ent social instabiliry
werc resnonses to tht Political Bureau's te- arrd chdos. ln the premise. t bep, to decline
quesrs. Chiel Awolowo began his c-ommunica- your invir.dtion. I im, yours tru'1y, Obafenri
tion in his characterisiically formal and -Awolowo."

methodical manner. Addressing the Executive Chief Obafemi Awolowo's March 1986 mes-
SecrolJrV,htsaid:"DearSir,lreceivedyourlel- sdgetothePoliticdlEtrreauisclearenough.
tcr ol fJbruary 28,19S6. and sincerely thank Bu-t I must adnril that the iml)ott ol tIe mes-
yotr {or dotng nle the honottr ul invitittg me to sage wds not as clcar 25 yedrs ago, when the
tonrribtrtetotheNJtionall'oliticdlDehatc.The mEssage\1ds(ent.asitistoday.Therespect
pLtrporcofrhetlchltet:t,rcllrtll ourthorlqh's th:r mv culletques anrl I had'lur Awolbrvo
i,rourserrchlor.]ne\iu(ill ord:r. Itistl)elJ- noiwilllsl.rnCrnetheeldcrstatesman'smcs-
t,rr(,nr.ctanJpropcrlh.rl .rll ih,,\0rrhuh.tr,' s.rlcrvJsn,t,cr llr,rrpo:rrlintinre,considered
sonl.'thij'\qtoruntLil,trrcslroul.l L.losr,." helrful.\4lrvlBrcausethelrureJrrwase\ccrrt-

,{Itrr thls lorm,rl openirrg. (htcl Arvrrl.rtvo inq irs nr.rntl.r'e .conducting l nrtional polit-
*errt dire.tll to his nrt'sage lo us: "l do Ier- icil debatc rvith rvh,rt a charilable person

rvtrultlta-,L,JLLI :'r l)\.11.5DC4],:ltt-:,.\
lormvselt,l rcnrETbrl ii, Isymnatlri:, iurtl,
rvlrat-rhiel Arvol^;.: rr r. lyine'; I'rrt t lr.rd ,rl
rc.t,l1,le, iJril. r'.'lr '-l:r r' ..,ur.:"crrtcrl oJ In-
c,'r.,i,r l. I Ii, or: l,rc i :, ri ,ri ,r

,tl',,It lrri :llr. .1 ' rl:. .t I'.'.'
llr,Lljrr. :. , ir ,.r1,,.. ,r.
r,,r':i . l. I

riil

!,:riti:,.., .i:l.i ''. . :|', .. ' :,.

brl: -ii ; rl:ltr'L: r'.i,:';:-,:;,': ' Di:,':,it l, i iir 'r 1 ,

l.,;r,: el;i,i",iilr:tJ Lt!ii), a) 'l iI cot,;iJ.r.r, nr.]i 1,,

disbancied. for sucl) exr. .lse fo lr l'ttrititil, ti

must be Dr(e,lcd bt a n, tal, ctlti,a!anJ i 1,'

lopical tivohttion Arvtrlu.,o demonstJ.ltc(l h .

cdnvitt ion lry rclrrsitt4 to : untliblllc tu thc ii,
bate; but I consirirretl, ard stili consider, hi:t
message vcry irnpo[tdnt. in a sense, that nier, .

sage latIr 1,,', ,rrrrt pr oplrc ic. But t]lar is not lh,
import,rnr,' I .rtt,rcll to it oday. lts real intpoi .

tar it t' totl.rv lrts in the aut,or's belief th,It a r cr
o/rrlion mirst precede tht type of derno{:rarir:
cxcr'(isc wr bclicved we were executtng. Con -

I r .rrlr, I rr rrr rn ,r l) r o Il I rne nl Jemoc rat? Dllin it el
NU r lrrt.l AwolUrvo rvas a master-dialectici;n::
arrrl he was here pursiling dialectics. One ol the'
Lut' elements o[ il ialect ics is the co-existence or'
phinonrena which on the surface appear (on
iradictory. Awolowos philosophy is howevet.,
not only dralectical but; like Hegel's philosoph;r
also idealist.

I am therefore permil t ia': mlsElf a materialic :
readins of Arvolowc. in t,ris illsiance bv mrL
inq, sor;e inversions. I wculd propose rhrt th,'
ne?essary, indeed i r : -'vitable, fouidation t I rer .

o/ution will not be in n,rtional morali'7 anr i

ethics, but in the national political ecc.rom v
and structule o[ governance. On this foJnd .-

rion wrll bc built, through continuous debdtre
and kindred aitivities, alligeria that is humarr,
humane, popular, democratic and egalitarirtrt.
The debate and kindred activities wiil then, irn
turl, continuously strengthen the foundatiotlr.
It is a dialectical process. But I he sl Jrl i ng poi r r , I

isthe foundational evolfiion.ln short, whil.e
agreeing ivith Arlolorvo that a ncw Nfcrran i)
an impelative, I sould propose that a Iound r
tion has to bc crcJtcd lo cnrirrt lhis ctrt' l
qrnce, to ertsure th.rt llr( pr(,po\('d ntnr,tl ,t; rl

Jthic;l re olientatron lr.i' ,r t Irarr, e oI sutr.' .

or that it even makes serrse.
. To be concluded ne\tThursday.
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By Edwin Madunagu

status.

Obafemi

l)r )pr rl,rtr( )n, ( rvil rtrlc and democracv. Need-
lr'\\ lo \,ry, t tlr,rs.urirr was nOt alone-in this
tylrt' ol "; rr o; rlrt.ry" whii h is laced with cln-
ir,rl r orrlt'rrrpt lrrr prrpul.rr panicipation in
B(,verndtr( r.. IJl(. Ir.ilut,rl lra\ n0l Changed,
even now.And he is, agaili, not alone. -
lrue. Awolowo like t-tbasalrlo, tk't lined to

contribute ro the debate. Hc det Iincd be-

democr at
that ol

9,2Olt. It was a letter

Nigeria's
view

Sokoto
review We

General

the Execu-

Obasanjo was
a dictator.

a cynic institution in Nigeria, ler there be a
oriented referendum to see who wiil
dicated."The communication of the J6 Co ncerned

Citizens of Sokoto Sfate was essentially a
p_rotest. The opening paragraph explains
their anger: "We, the signatories of this let-
ter, have after been keen DafticiDants and
observers ofthe acrivities ofvourbureau in
Sokoto state, decided to write you on our
dissatisfaction with some oeoolil who have
started to meddle in whatihe inasses of rhe
p.eople have.to say concerning how rliey
should like this nation to be -iocially, pri-
litically and economically - in rhe neit iro-
litical f, isoensation-"

The Coicerned Citizens of Sokoto State
then presented their protest as follows:
"1hese people who are either traditional
rulers, rheir agents or their idols have
made it mandaiorv ro themselves to muz-
zle the opinions of the masses on how as-
pects ol our l.ife should be shaped.
A.lthough your bureau has called oi all
Nigerians, including voluntary organisa-
tions, to put forwardlheir viewf on t'lre des-
tiny o[ this country, these people in
question still thinltthir theirvidws ihould
be the onlv ones - as if this countrv belonss
to only tht lew privileged Nigerians wlio
preler Nigeria to r(,rndin what it has been,

I hope readers will agree rvith me that the
i986 proresr of rhe Concerned Citizens of
Sokoto Stare does Dol reouire anv extensive
comment.lt was clear rhen, as it ii clear now'Their 

challenge is also clear. So, compatriot
Ibeanusi, you are not alone in observing, and
being angered by, the bastardisation df our
republican status rhrough the Nigerian
State's opportunistic use of the traditional
institutions and tradit-ional rulers. The re-
gional Houses of Chiefs that were abolished
on the anainment of republican status dur-
ing the Firsr Republic (r950-1966) have been
revived -all but in name,
The situation is even worse: they are not in

the Constirution, but thev are deploved
right from the village up to ihe natioial iear
ol power Yet I doubt if they are half as rele-
va nt as the),were 50 years ago. Jusr see what
is happening in their "domains" - from
Sokoto to Uyo, from Lagos to Maiduguri.
from los to Onirsha. ln the control of cijme
and in apprehending and resolving com-
munal conflicts, tradiiional rulers arE todav
as helpless as rhe Njgerian state and the resi
ol rrs

I

slra re- Concluded.
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