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Y N. two orevious articles on this
I. subject i argued, directly and bY

implication, that populu democracy,

through which popular power is exer-
cised, is a higher form of democracY

than bourgeois danocracy which op-
erates in westelTr countries in various
forms (The Gwrdian and)' I also in-
dicated that the main problem posed

by history for contemporary ladical
political struggle is how to combine
popular power with pluralist democ-

racy and human righs. This is a prob-
lem because historically popular de-
mocracy has existed only within the

framework of one-party system.\But
then multi-partyism can no lnnger te
resisted, at least at this stage of hu-
man history. We may now attemP! an

examinalion of this problem"
[,et us proceed concreteiy and take

an cxisting bourseois dernoctacy in
its highest form. The goblem then is
how to Cevelop popular power within
it. Let us therefore assume that this
democracy is a republican presiden-
tial one and has three tiers of govern-
ment local, state and na[ie::-n'l i]r cen-
tral. At the centre, there is the execu-
tive made up of the Presidential, the

Vice-Presiden! ministers, speciai ao-

visers, executive heads of commis-
sions, etc. There is also the legisla-
twe, made up of the senate and the

house ol representatives. There is lhe
judiciary. There are of cnurse lhe co-
ercive apparatuses of the state, narne-

ly, army, police' securiry agencies,

the prison institutioru erc' These coer-

cive institutiors, it ii assumed, will
be under the authority of the execu-

tive. with the legisl:nne having the

right and power to question their op
erations. TheY will not, in other
words, constitute a state within a

stalc.
Such a bourgeois democracY, bY

westem standards will have a consti-
tution which Suarantees the basic hu-
man and democratic righs: The right
to form associations, including politi-
.cal parties; the right to form trade un-
ions, student movement women's or-
ganisations, peasant organisations
and other mass and popular organisa-
tions. We rnust also assume *rat the

rule of lary operates, together with the
pnncrple o[ separation ol Powers'both 

beLween tlte various amrs of
soverrlmcnts ano between the uhree

riers of qovefiu:tcxt. 'lhe dignitY oi
the human person should be en-

shrined in such a constitution' This is
rhe minimunr bourgeois-democratic
frami:work tbr the development of
popular power - witirout an immedi-
ate politicai ruDtrure.

Popular democracy, h.aving ensured,

through struggie, the attainment of
this rninimum narural objectives, will
then propose the enactment of popu-
lar economtc anci sociai rights in ad-

dition to political rights. The eco-

nomic rights normaliy prescribed in a

bourgeors constinrlion are bourgeois
righrs, nameiy, r.\e right to own prDp-
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erty" the right to use this FoPerty to
exploit labour, the right Io accurnu-
late wealth, ete. But the aggregate of
popular economic rights is the riglx
to tltc tilcats of reprodrcing life. la
concrete terms this right includes the
right to employmenl But we know
Srat the capitalist economy cannot kl-
stitute full employment. This is where
popular democracy advances a solu-
tion - 

even within the framework of
capitalist relations of productiors.
The first stage of the solution is the
humanistic proposition that those
who cannot find emPloYment should
be paid a minimum wage.

The second stage proceeds from the
understanding *rat there are lwo
forms of consumPtion of social
wealth: collective consumption and
individual consumption' Popular de-
mocracy proposes the expamion of
coilective consumption to include
consumpticrn in the spheres of educa-

tion, health and housing. By this for-
mular every citizen, whatever his or
her status, is entitled to these basic
needs. ln direct terms, PoPular de-

mocracy proposes thal every citizert
should be entitled to education, health
care and housing and that these sery-
ices should be paid for collectively by
the state. These services are nol
"lree": They are paid for from colicc-
tive wealth. 'Ihe problem then is how
to exract the nteans for sustainiag

Popular pswer'AE?d pluna[ist democrecy (1)
co[ective consumption from the to- movernent should be able to struggle

L1[-ofto"iJ*.ai*r.Theproblemis for the creation of worker-
[Jr""J G"ugh political struggle. managemeft commirees in factories

e"a ** is ineri popuf"t-dio anditerp'rises,If$etichl.P-ttrik:i:
comes in .o confronf bourgeois de- not enshrined in the cofisir5Jtron' tne

mocracy. labow movement should str'lggle for
-'- p"pd* power within the frame- a constit.tional amendment in t]tat di-

*o.t'or-u6*geois democru"y p-_ rection". And ir can only. do this

ceeds from thl constirutiott ,i'ta^ m" through strikes, demonsratiors' agi-

fu;;;A human rights *rtoirr"a mtion and other tbrms of protests.ln

l' ir tr insists that thesi rights shoda other words' it ii the task of popular

not be mere formal ,i;#.-Til, Power !o. compel the expansion of

rn .rfJ* pt"*orcJ *a ait*a.a not democratic riehLi'

only tluough p*ti"*"r,i rii}o}; L"t us t^t" inother terrain: The uni-

and human rigtrts comrriii;;; b"i versities' Popular Poler 1n Fe uni

also through the struggles by inde- versities and orher instirutions of
pendent and popular *g*i""ii"rt "6 

higher .iearnine mqurs' in the flust

ttre people. The legitir#i .f 'ili 4::f ^1'^:"1 ''ftonomv' 
The various

trrigfd if,""fa aho be ,rpt"ta *O mass organisafions' nametry' the stu-

defended. kt us take, f.;';;;p;; dent union' the labour unio'ls' the ac-

the labour unions. Popular *,'"ii"- ademic. staff union and the senior

sists that these rmions rt",fi"; ;i- sraff unions should be able !o struggle

multaneously o"*ocrori" 
"i,ti ";ili"- 

l?t fTg.*t* the state in the rurming

;;d.;i #Ae state. l'he t*o g. .- of theinstitution'

gether: a labour union #;;; ;- .,^T^::::'"'" terms' these organisa-

deper.lent of the state "#";;t ; tions shouid sruggle to be equal part-

po p u r ar po w er and po p"iil'"";; ;; Xf ;; *"Jr## ffi illt":i|;':}:
issue only from a democra[c orgail- *'- -"':.'i
sarion. 

vrouw vr6qu 
gms o! the institution' At a higher

.4r independent labour union that is !::j: ^T.: 
mass organisations in the

also democratic will be J'iJ"tl:fi;: univ.ersities should be able to struggle

gre fcx :he rights 'f r::Hil";i."i,l :L};il"T;fff;ffi1ffiiffi".11"
the workplace *o * I':-t?:::ly: ery ar" iarge. This it can <Io either
large. It should.be able. to insist on ;i;r;-;fi- .o*Uir.,urion with other
co[ecdve bargaining, f^'_yT_:::: ;;;; ;r;;r;u"i;or. ""r.ide the
curiry of employment and humane "- '-- ;;
*r,o'ltl"n. or'*oir. tr should be able unlversrues'

to defend the popular interests of so-

ciety. At a higher 
"rg-'t}r* 

l"b.rt DTobeconcludednextweek'
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irEtiardng populrr porrr rithh thc
frmcrqt of tolrrg€ir Dcicry. ntc
rEqE E of thir politird Foirt sill
givc phralict dcrnocrrcyr fcr vtidt
[Iiedm tilicrrb now clrrnur, ilr
riiLctdofuitin In&ir typc of dcm-
ocrrtb rrrrgcctrcd, plurdkn wiu
oot *rdy be tlr Swdim of politi-
cd priicr; dcbrrlEs td ruugglct
rill m hq.r bc rccuictod b Flie.
mm; rud drinfutrrtiqt rill ccu
to bc thc grrrogrlivc of inctiotimr of
borgoii dcmocrry. Mcr agnil-
tixn polilicrly ctttpouqe( will in
tcrrsp lt dl lcvcb of govcoun -lrtimrt rrrcsrdbcrl-nd g rr
rcuntcr-*rigll b 0r inrthrti<ns of
boutcob dcorcrEy. Thb will ti-
m.Jtrruurty bc r rc-infqcsncnt of
dcrrcry.itir bcyodmc to prcdi:t
thc outmrc of nrc-lr co.cxirlsloc s
iu furthcr&vdopmenu.

Bclos thc nrtisul lcrcl populs
powcr will ruugglc fr ganuirr &-
c.ntrdi$tim- Fq it ir et thc bvcr
lcvcls of thc polity thet &c worting
fid loilfurg pcople can be most dfcc-
tivc. In our o*n {ontsxt ddr spenr
tlr reicfnitior i *grrrsruts &-
mocrrqr,'r bono*oh ttmr which re
it rtards, ir oo aebsloru b nrcsr rt-

tsy Kdw*m Madulmagu
k 8* irxrtfonof tro ncr lcvoh sp
bctf,m thc Nrtiild rrd tho St*c-
ad nrc ofr6r bdo? fu L@d Gov-
crrxfiEd.

Thc rqind Ltrol dtmH bo in-
,Grad r r rt-v of pcrcuing lho
gned d.6u'nctim of thc f&al eyt-
lcrtr fuou8[ il.Ic crGrrio" Fo( trc
nrnna of fuodcst ccotmly rtd hfu-
rricd orpc*rpo hro turlflr ur tut
in r fodcnl hmowofi tlrqc ir e
ninim 3izc (h tcairy, potrll&
fu Dd rcrorrccs) &r cm nrnin
catrin typcr of ownh d tocid
devdomtr Hap tl: iut,rc h
tE nrinbcr of *lcr ( e good rhiU
vtca vic*od rUlrnaty) cm in itrolf
pcrproic hG tls1rt dcvcloptcc
lha.G b.dr lrts crcui(n ir hmcti-
celly unrnpd !o rcrmvc. Mulup[city
of rrrrr ca dro tmdarnirc tlrc fc+
cral rwrcnr bv ctcetinr trc brrir fa
fcaalt nmnilsin ofrtr pinciplcr
of ruiml futc - o importr4
pditic.l fLrciplc Yhich thc ruti4
iluc in Nuc.ir cdl! lb'ftdad
dt*rccf rFSEtrqntco.'

It ir indcd r difficuh rr.rbc b
cnrulc . belrec bctwa 30 (r Exrrc
Datcs h r fodcrel inrtiutio or e
grury of instiurtior, Hcc tho nad

* demscr&c
to cdfoc &a Pir*i$c of rtan me+
tir wiG dF FrirF.Uc of rcgbnd
grqfia& BE 6o3rupit5 rlntrld bc
akm-h;uch e rry thrr tc hbricd
cmlre of dominrtkn - $bondi-
neilm i u r"s-rrua G pqPcurr.d
Tho folortg Srqryin3r clr. fq cx-
dc.bc*pse

a f{Gt *sa f,,caicr: Krtrbi,
Sokoo,Srr*+Km. K.tftr
a Nat Erren Rcaim: Ydc' Bor-

F*pu[mr pffiw*tr ffiKEffi p&cxraHfis
ydrin6. \fhat ie *gra**xrots* shqr
urcd nr l political crregoqy? Thc Fo
hticel Burcrrr ra rrp in Nigerir in
1985 tdoptfd thfu rrm ar r mcrnr of
evolding I clcrr cstcgcry. lpoplr,*
whilc rimultanmully rataining the
imrgc of rr<ilrli*m. Foprlar po*a
rill rim rt c*i:loding hir type of hy-
poqity in thmry red in prcticc'

F6tIr powcr cm only bc orgm'
ircd, 0d hu to be orgriisc( hom

)

tr6lrc

bc ctlld

I}ot Eh*

o'ir*dnuo

tr&rn rr r

md rnrb.

of thir
ilptld be nrmcd

Ura ia frqrr whar the

of Stdinfum rtd
Esun Erropc
lhi! in r trgh

n,Barhi

hrvc

Nrgcr,

Erutgr
In m micb in thL colunn two

yctt rtq I popocca s e frrrncrrort
fu thG Gcolution of dp netinrl
qrsticr, thc rdoptim of e fivc+ier
politicrle&ninirurtivc ttnrcurrc in
t'ls of dtc porcrr $roc-tfur rmrc-.
urrc. Tho egarde fa popilr dcfiDc-
rrcy ard popls powcr rcinforccc
thu g,o,poaitin UDd.r thfu rrrlp-
mcot thrrc eill bc thc followfuE lcv-
clr of rovcrarc ad cxrrcirc of
popuhr-powcr: Ndlrn I. Rcgirn l.
St!!q Li:rl md NcighbdlrH. hr
othcr urcads, whr ir bcint Fqo.Gd

&r umttin tE il drrr for ccr'
trh fui of equric invcmr+
afuffimc ad rrrercgic iludrF
rfou of msa-r,hcrG thc 30 rurcr
@t ill bc rmnodaod - thc
rcSiqlt doutd, rc ruEh ra Flrblc
batrcelodrooud.
Tb cnd.I l&a of crccirc of Pq
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