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Proj ections and irnperatives
!,,, f t!,arin [tI ad u nagu

6N Srrnday, September 12, zoto, f/rr'
\)Guardian carried an opinion arti(lc,
"What happens if the 2o1l elections Iail1",
written by an American intellectual ancl
diplom"t, Dr. lohn Campbell. Ihe writer hatl
served 

"'s 
Arnerica's ambassador to Niger ia

betr,r'een zotl4 and 2oo7.He is regarded in
America and, I am sure, by American-wor-
shipper: in Nigcria,rsdn "expert" on Africa,
and is c,rrrently a Senior Fellow for Africa
Policy Sr rrdies it the United States Council
orr Foreiln Relations,The anicle in question
hed app:ared in I'oreign Affairs before its ap
pearahtr: in lhe Grrardian, and a book by
C,'mpbt ll. )rli.o,eri.i: D,lncinq on the br,irk, is
schedulrd to be published next month. I
should, 1lei haps, add th,rt (,rmpbell is not
tt e only r.st,rblishment int t llt'r I r r.rl in Amer-
ica to vi(r,Y our (ountry witlt Pt ssirrrrrm.
As an i: teller tual, J st'nior (lil)lonl.rt,,lnd a

senior Jrolir.y analyst for the Arncric;rrr gov-
ernmen:,{ilmpbeii tried tqensuft th,rt tIrc
core proiia:l ions in his article, Wh.rt lralllrt'ns
if the 2ctl elections fail?, followed his pe r
spective -:and main premises. But ttren there
are sorn:r c{ his projections that can stand or)
p emis(; and perspectives other than his.
Put n)o: \ sir)lply, one can endolre some (not
ail) ol C..n.phcll's projections without n('c-
e'sar ily brrling" his premises and perspcc-
Lrvcs. A l.ood illustraiion is what Campbcll
s.rid in tlre opening par.rgraph of his article:
"lhe enri nf a pou'er-sharing arrangement
between the Muslim North and the Chris-
tian Sou ' h. as now seems likely, could lead to
post-ele,. oon sectarian violence. paralysis of
the executiive branch, and even a coup".
Procee,'in q from ditferent perspectives and

Dremisc.., o"ther than the n6nsehsical "Mus-
lim No,'h". "Christian South", etc, one c.rn
easily f, l-esee "post-election sectarian vio-
Ience, p ralysis cI'he executive branch, and
even a c ,up". lt is b:cause of this fearure of
Campb. 'lk article, anrong other features,
tirat bn, nrrust resist the temptation of dis-
nrissing l- e erticle, or simply abusing the-

autlroq howt'vcr provoktrl onc is. I wotilrl, ol
t oursc, bc vt'ty s; iit tscrl ii,,,i y i'i,1-., i.,,, i. ii-
ist, or evcn.r gt'ntril:c p,rtr iot, tlislilisst's llrt'
artitlt'. \irrr ru.ry.rl,rrst tlrl rrr.rrr, rl tlr.rt rl,,, s

y()u.rly gr,,rtl, l,ut tlr.rl rlrorrlrl lrr',tllrt yott
lr,rvc lrrlly.rpprlr i.rtr'rl wlr.rt lrl s,ri,l: tl:t'pt'l-
\1,('r l iv( \, lltr' 1,t, rtrts, r, l llI l)r,,jr'( l i()t s.1n(l
prt rlrt Irlrrs,,rrrl .rl,,,r't' .rll, tlrc Irrrr,l.rnrental
int(,r csts ,rrrrl t orrr, r ils irrlOrrning ihe lntire
exerciso. So, ht irs artor)rpt a systematic ap-
preciation.
Side by side with Campbell's openin;5 pro-

jection, which we h.rvt' ,tllt,ttly quot, tl, we
may make a less t'xt r t'ttt,', lrttt mol e itlt',lt'gi
cal, proicctirrrt: \4 lrir ltcvt'r way thc t t r r('nt
"eleiliontrrsrs"),, t s, lrowt'vt'l it is"rcsolvt'r1",
if i.tiqelia srrrvivr,;. l),c rIr;r)i:num rtsrtlt wt
wor,ld have is a re orl,,,rnisrtiorr of tht Nigcr-
ian stdte, a re-ot-q.l,ri\.ttiott llt.tl tl),ly I){,t
mean an}.t hing to estalrlislr P,rlilrriar s.rnd
mainstream elites b.it wuUl(l nl(',ln a lot to
Nigeria's radical pJtriots drr(l lclti\ls. L io not
ntean a fransformAtir rn r rl I hr' l)Jsi( \, b: I .l rc-
organisation of t.he capitalist state ,rhich
lc.rves both the capitali\t poliliral \'(c,)oIT'y
.rnrl the basic chararter ol thr slrtc rltr' f . I he
conditions for a transfornration do rrot yet
rxist, and none of the rnaiu forces rrow in
t orrrl r.rt can do it. But objective t u r r,lit ir I). lilr
,,r1;,rrtised radical ar,l pupular irr: n, ttliott
in the t)olitical process exist even no'.q and
are bUunrl to d('eLrrn.
We have,rlrc,rrly Crsmisscd Canrpbc.l's nc-

tions ol "Muslrrn North" and 'Cht ist ian
South" as nonsensical. Ihe man :hor-rld be
told, as politely ar possible, that )'ligrria is
much more conrplex th,rn that,and thrt it is
scandalous to a\sociate srrch a ptrblic state-
ment wilh him. But then, t his partitular sca rt-

dalous, but false, r'iew of Nigeria, like rn;ny
others, is encouraged by Nigeria's ruling
classes, ruling blocs and ruling politicians.
Let me explain. In the People's Democratic
PJrry (PDP), the dominant ruling c)ass pany,
all the sides in t hc'zoning tlcb.rt e' - tl,e sup
porters, the opponer)ts, and the fence sittcrs
- agree tlat there is need fbt 'bal.rrrcing" t he
presidenry at all timcs. By tlris is rnc.:nt. [or

iil\t.r il( (', tl).rl il r lrt I'r esitlcrrt is a Southerner
alirl.t (.lrrisli.rrr, llrtrr tlrc Vice President
shorrkl Irt' .r Mrrslirn .)r)(l ,l Northerner. But if
llrc I'r csirlt'rrt is ,l SouthL'rnL'r and a Muslim
(,rs irr llrr r,tsr ol Moshoocl Abiola in the lune
12, I9.l I clcction), the Vice Prcsi(lcnt (.lnnot
be a North('rncr antl a (.hristian, as the "b.rl'
ancing kigic" worrltl suggt'st. 'l h c Vir c I'r csi-
dent woulcl be a Nor tlrt'r ntr ;rrrrl (still) a
Muslim (as in the case ol Junr 12, 199 t).

The explanation is that although the nr"r

tions of "Muslim Nonh" and oLhristian
South" are nonsensical the core of the North-
ern power bloc is Muslim- What is critical in
tlris .rnalysis is that "the North" is diffelent
lr oln the "Northern power bloc" and the lat-
tcr i,; rlilfcrrnt [rorn "the cor r of th,' ii(lith-
('r n powtr blot". ltrrt t .rmphtll, ttclihcr,,.-ly
ol ignor.rntly, equ.rtcs r hc lhird with the irrst.
The situation is however different in the
South-for historical reasons: the core of the
nower bloc in the South is Christian. But if
the south is resolved into its zonal compG
nents, then similar anaiysis can be made for
the Southsouth and the Southeast, but not
the Sourhwest. In fact, the Southwest ex-
plainswhythe typeol analysiswt have made
lor the North crnnot be matie tor thc South.
B'.rt Campbell, again ignorantly or dclibcr-
attl1,, went on with his "Muslim North" ,,rnd
"Christian South".

Ihe inrpur t of all I have tried to t.ryrl.rin is
th..rt it is nr)t sufficient to dismiss .rntl abuse.
It is important to understand. lhe rule, al-
ways, is: "Weep not, laugh not, but under-
srantl". It is by understanding what others,
especially your opponen(s, are saying and
tloing and why they;te saying and doing
them, thJt you can design effective and ap-
propriate responses. In the case uncler dil-
cussion the qucstion is why lohn Campbell,
with all his education, exposure and eiperi-
ence, would cont inue to commit the type of
scand,:l^us t'r rors he committed irr his arti-
cle.
I:ven witnout going into furtheranalysis,we

can sce th.rt iI thir m.rin contratliciion in
Nigrria can be presentrd as the one between

the "Muslim Nortb" and the "Christian Sorrth"
then irlilisii..g tii il.-.,';-,1 r,i"is uill irot
only be effonless hur u ill Iit neatly into impc-
rialist perspect ive and format. I m"perial ist'i n-
tt'llect uals love to present the world in a single
1,,rgc of grrphs and charts, and "compel" every
rt.giorr ol (()untry on the planet Earth to fit
rnlr) I lr rl \rrllilt lr.rqc. ihe page is then pre-
\r,nt r'i I r, r I lr,'r r po) il rt .rl,rntl business emp)oy-
,.'r s Iirr.r,. tion. So c.rsy, i.r it not? Yes, but that is
rvhy Ilrr',r'irrl( ll('r Iu.rl\.rntl thcir etnployers
Lre tcastlessly llrrrtr,rttrl. Ilrc "t'xptrts" art'
sacke.l, ;rew on('\ t.rkr' tlrL ir il1,111', .rrrd tlrc
,rycle is ! epcdl('d, l,ut no dtll)('r ll t l,'.r t'l ttn-
derstandrng ol the rvn:ltl tlrt'y stt'k I'r dolni
nant forever.
Campbell erplic;ii',, ltated in his article rvhat

America's core interests, cole concerns and
crrre dilemrnas are in Nigeria al the mornent,
,rrrtl why a "pclccful Nigeria" is desirable to
AInt't it,t. I t ilt' lwo n.rs(aqes. In the first para-
gr.rplr h,, s.rirl llr.rt rl tlrr' 2Oll elcctionslead to
chaos, thcn "W:rslrington rriay no longer be
able to r o(rnt ()n Ni1lt t:,rn l),!rtnrl\i:,1 ii).id
dressing A[r iran r,'lii0rr.rl .trrrl r(t ur il]' l5\rr( s

such ai thl conllr, t. in I).)rlrrr, Southcrn
Sudan, rnd Som.rlia". \nd rn the last para-
gr,rph of the thirJ col,rmn. he said: -rl Delta
rrrilil.rrr', \( :tsc I h tr \\2, hingron is opposed to
J lrlrr.r'r',rn ,.ln(li(l rc\' :nd .hould he rvith.
111:.1ry sr ilrt , tIrr'y rr,,'-l.r cstaIate their".ttJ( Ls
(,nll\,.trn1 rlorl i rr ili: er,therchycrrttrngUlI
protl'tr It,6. ll, ott tlte uther hand, NolthIt n
It.,rtlrrs iet thr tlrrited States.ls sufl.rrting
lon.rthau, t hey a re. hkelv to become evrlt more
e\t rang('d from tlre federal government. I he
Nort h woukl Iikely see \uppon of .|onat han .rs
parto[theperceived U.S.wal on Ishm". lhesc
ivere Carnpirell's words.
Nov4 ILigerian poiiticians and the educated

elites cJ nnilt quarrel r,r rt h Dl. loh n Campbt'll,
a diplolrrat ,rnd establishm('nt intcllectilal, [or
stating what the interests of the Obama ad-
ministr,rtion, his rrnplover,.rre. ln any clse, ::
makes lto scnse (or, tlocs rt ?) to love Obama st'
much and vct hJte his verv valueble instinc-
tual ad,, isci
'To be c,t nt i nut'd trc xt lh u rsday,
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Projections and imperetives (z)
By Edwin Madunagu elite consensus forrned around an unwrit- writtfllr, n(f ither was there a consensus as shouid <io, Carnpbell suggestecl a list of

w,tsri*;:.'::i*,"1:li:ririli": i:.r{:llil1,ffil,*l.1il''tri$ i.r..!:'il'. ;."".ifry].il#'""1]3; ;i15i:flffili'1l,ifii*..,'31;iff

continuins wjth mv aonreciation today, uv aiiemotinfto run again inztioT.rtir "'oil-ifii'iili"l,i'porr.lecrion 
violence theseareiiffi;;;;;Hffi;ilitiijiing

administration'sdilemmasandpossible iofiattinspres,1.;iti;i'.;;;h;;;;.: nanrery:"crhnican6reliqiousviolencein Carnpbell,amcre-

he was re{lecting the rhinking in I h e high- tii"i itir-u.iJ"r.riU..fii 
",j"i., iii.l, it iii.

iiharrreconstructwhatcampbelxl:: !y,"#i#,&'..,]}'-y!i;;i::!!ffi:fr1r,;: lij,:*::1.*li:,?i"fll,1,tiT;[ii]EBtffit x*lli:,:;*;*fil,f: jlmtu-p;;it:j

lies, oversaw the tiansition fi

withaNortherirMusfimVlcepieside;i.A" l"r,iirnL's'J',1r1,,. eurthe'agretrn;;;;J;;i o1 whar rhe adminisrrario, car, a^d .Tobeconf,Ior\lni"*rrrron"n
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By Edwin Madunagu
ft { \LL\:.' Adar.-l Ciro:a .rrrtl lr -'f
lYl.awin Clark a:e Nigci rn t'ltlt'l :l-ltcs-
me:.- For t,-.e avoicance of i lubt, I si.l11 de-
line a Nirerian statesln:.:l (and -rot a
,rtai:srn(:n rn ger:.'ral) as a :\igeria: male
rvh: has b:en'in i:ational p.rblic lif<. occu-
pyi-g sen:or goi:rnmen: or state Posl-
tib.i for a l5n: time. I use th: term
"g, .trnrr.'rt or s---:te," raL'.er thrn'loliti'
ciJ.'quite lelibe:rtelv: A \igerian ,irte:
man is, t:r ge,r:;al, not ln 0PP:-ltron
syr:.pathis:r. The :ew exce;tions aIi those

Op;bsitio:r sympathisers ivho, in srlte ()l

the ){iger;rn staie, have b:come njironill
ins:ruiior;.4 Nig:rian stai:sman is also by

de-ition tot a y;ungman Hence tL: qual
i fi,. : rion "t I d e r'is. t nTact,':nnecessa ry. Bu t

I a:: stick:rg to tlie PoPul"i usage. .

I :ave kr::wn Aiamtt Cir:ma and :dwln
Cla:k for a 'onq tine: the fc :rner sin:+ mid-
19I or tht.:ab"ou:. antl the .atler sin;: early
tS;1. I en,"u.tter:d Chief Clark r'r'ien he
..'.:,:: fhe Fe ieral C ;mmissiiner of Iniorma-
ilL::al'..i -,.'i i,-.,ie.,i ;l; r-'ii-iur --"UL"
Cr: ,,,.,n's r :llitarr adminis:--arion ar,l I was
a i.taine: of thir goverri,ncnt. I ercoun-
'ier:d Ada:'ru t-ir;:ria wl'rcr., hc was t-:e Gov-

err..'r of ihe Crrtral Il.nk lnd i was
in' 'lved .:t Doj-- cs antl agit.rtir r wilh
wc.-iers t- th'e at.x b.rnk i ICnlcl).11 r tllc
t\,1 -1 itate':en ai. Jeologi'-:l t unscr' llivcs'
Br': ClarI: ; con:=;vat isr,, r!t the \ t r'rlist
;\1. .imet : ;tlore':-:dip[y;-:d direc- ; th'rn
th.: oIAc.nu Ci:: :na. To; rv, J5 yea.-( lJter'
I d: n't th j:k nry ei aluatioi-s Lequire any es-

ser,:ial re,i:icns.(t nati,nal oi.rtical q-estions r.Camu

Ci:,ma a:.C Eclit:r Clarki;ed to bt ln the
saEe side, 0r wer3 expecled to be cn the
sar.e sidr ,-rntil tl: cuirel.: upsurg: rf eth-
n:.- natio;.;lism in Nigeria In spite : I Ilreir
Dr:;ent'.:tter ccnflict, currcntli being
Ic rht o,- - in the print nre:ia, and p -rh;ps,
l:. 'orne :her n:rns, Cir:ma .rnd r.d.rtnu

tri be cl;r:ifieC zs cttnse:tativc ar,1 rigltt-
i. ,iiil. - 't,..,rr.rriI.'" 

'" ' ;

i: .rntra:r,:tior:i rcrwei.-. the inte:'jits of
:; Nt,t i ?, .lf. : ttlilin -' 1('i'l)le ,.'::inrt
, ,ot. r rli -(.1.1S.,,r:;i,li.!!",-.: ,lt,t,S.

\lv ,firsl :roDositii il hcrc ts ' .rl tl 'Jtgt't

,rhqUet.on"6,, 1-1 
q1p,..r..11 ,\,rtl p(,1,

-ilarlVanl Cretli,l!r rl ri,,)\( 1.-tns t: iter':
the rise ct ethnic :lr,r tttitri'.'tltltt. : ttiot''
alism. ln fact, I r..: ttlol tt'.tJ y st". 'r wlt't:
other ter.ns titc "\:;,'t i.tn qr. .'stiol;' ' ln h''
nose<l er''rr ii y.r'.1 ,i'c tclu;l vt'i1l::-J lh:
i:lass ctut'-tion.tnC:hc ethnl..lrrrf r ':r-
Mv sicc,.rd oroDo:itionwhi.'1 is th: . ore o;

tlris .rrticle is thar the type rI pol 'tl atr'

l.rsonist;r t'rnlro,l :tl. syint'.tii,'l rd cr
.lr:,:sscr.! ,: !!r'. ol:, l, h,ttt h.'wrei .iroma
lntl Cl,rrl pot ttnd'. gr'.rvc d;;{er t' ihe na-

tion and. in l).lrti.tll.tr, lo tic tol:.:q anc
working pt'oirlc,r,rd tllc P('-'r m.l:':'s. Mr
\ rln'('nt ti.rr is th:t likc du:.ng thi (1966'
I(J7o) ct l\is arrd t ir rl w.rr, the comrron peu
ulr. nrr,.l ol whnm are u.empl;;ed ot
hali-crnFioyecl, together with ieadeis cf civi,
ancl oorj'L lir-d c mi c rat i c org:ni sat i: i s, rad
ical batnots. Jnd .vcn "conl;ltles,''social-
ists't anrl "Ma:rists" a.d t]:t nevt

nhcnont, n.t e I hn.c militias rrtneC ;"bbers
lntl kidr,.rrrtrt'ts ';vill line u: bch::.1 ther:
,i.i,i,it'',uj,il,',,,1. -< " fh.rtc\':it:; ' rrmusi
be preve,rtCu, ot l,rutr.iiisti ilu,t,; ailc l,r
Deratjve.
' The ft;:: uari / ne,, r pr pcr oi .- ridar. I ;tobti
22, 2ofi carried :hi lront : rge h=idline:
'North ll tltplcv lcEal .-.-'ans:) sto;
!on,;th.'n - Cirblr.r." irith a:irler "1cctls;;'obasanic of poler:i:ing th; t'our,.:1." Thz
openini par.igra:h of th: re pc'r - reads:
'Erstrvh:le Mini,t.,rol Finat,.:rrld..ad€rcI
itte Itloi,eern PoL:ical Lead.;'s Fo;':re, lv{al-

lam Adan'ru Cirona, said \',:dtre,j;y, tha.-

the Nor-5 woul<j use ever) :;'tl a": demc-

cratic m?ans to sc.ittle the 2:11 prr,:lentie-l
anrbitic;r of the ir.cumbent ::eside:.r GooC-

luck Ion:than." tle spoke, a::urdi:3 to th:
reooit. rn an inte:.iew with:he H:-ia Sen-
ic6 of Vr,icc oI r\n,=iicl (VO,, .

Ciroma's argtlmtrt wJs th;i ionat: =;l's an-
bition ruas "iiishclourable'!'ecau:e lt wenl
ioiitltt the ".tq,rt-ment foi :olvt I 'haring
b.ltwee;', the N-or:r and tht outh.'iiromi
iccrrseC fi.lnrt' Irt'sia::rr C' 'rsegr-l:l

Ul)ll,,,, ., ,, ,-. '.litd. ,1, -ririil

Jon.r l, ' t() i'liir': 'iit:2011; - '' itl, '. rl rl.''
ilt.: Dt. .lCr,t ,. 'l)i!i,,:1, i,'i ( - -ttt1, ,

ar',cli,,r,4clr'!r'lil r1.:( oi jlilr' ', 
(.i- -]'1, v''i

Irrtla;..tttt tltt'' Ltlrttl . I tlrr(.rtt'lllr)! ll('
lp,',', ,,'i,l tln. ,'wlr " r tlr,r' llo irrL ..ill
li.'r ir' Irt'( ivrl ', ,r'. I !tt ir'l "r' .t'\lt).ll) 'u,l\
rcpo.'rltolt,t', ..ri,ltl ..ltt'lll..litlt',t. irr

l)L"ri: r(l('()lr.t:. .j,rt()l .lJoll.l::l.ltt ltrt "l)
his a:'.bit ion.
So far so gooC. es thc s.:',ing it.rt-s.-l'hcr: is

nothing in this segment of (-.irlnr.r's ir,':er-

view:hlt he or:omeo::e else had not s,:itl
hefore then. But, then. hear this: "lf Prtsi-
<lcnt ,onathan nanipr:iates the party rri-
man.:s anrl e',r'ntuali'; emerEes as lDP
n:"csl'lcnlill c:riiiilaie :r 2o1i: the Ncnli
i.vould denlov ither oilions, includir.g a

consrnsud caildrdate, t6 command popular
suonort." In tht contc'.t of tltis sldtemint
thii'const'nc'js c,tnd:d,ltc,' iI lonatran
"mar'rortl.ttt's' thc I'l,P priln.rrics, cculd
come onlv lron orttslJ,i l'l)P- lhe b;ttlc
woull then be in Cirora's projection be-
tweer the Nortr and ll rathan This projec-
tion rs disturting, Cl:rk's descriptioe ot
Cirona as a "pcjtical li3hrweight'not\6ith-
st anJ.inc.
Itrrt f ,{damu 'irom,r'; )t;Iernent was dis-

":rt,..l',t.'.liuIr.:-u.'..: ,.rii';. ,,,..1: ,t'- i -
pontdl fcw d;.s [ate1;r.as do':irly so' Eoth
itatenents were strong, but w:re strong in
diffe:ent wavs. While ii;oma's st.ltcritllt
was.irong in s:;ting h5'.icws c r) the N' ith-
Sorrtr eucstilr, Clarli'i sta::rnent ivas

stror.'g oh the aruse of li;oma. It is g,rar-icd
that -every suong prlitical statement
asai:.st ..,iop: -,ncirt, .r addit;on to b:ing
"d[fer.ive," in. rri.rbh 'rutrtls tlrstrltir'4 rir
abusi'ze. This is, perha;s, ine','itable t''pe-
ciall',.if the .;ia;er.hent r; direcied agair,st a

"bis'malt or \11rlldr'1. l'.ri this :s a dilft:crlt
'ke?le of fish'lrom il iiltem€lrt inter: ied,
priniriiy, not lo stat? a position, but to
abu:":.

Chief Eclwin Clark'i stateinent tiiied:
"Ad;mu Ciror: t, Your tittcrdnces will .ead
to th. d is i n te E: aii a n c i ;i i.geria, " pu bli: hed
as a :.ewsprpE: advert ::dal'c report:J in
seve:al Nieerial new5iaDets b.iween Ccto-
te r ,+ and'zs, :rlc,i, is;-iihe laiter cattaor-y'.
I ,, ,i, ^ .r,l . ; t t. ",,1. ,'i,-

1,r1,=:15,:litu: rlrr,ti,',ttlv-,1;'itltr-re-
por I slr,rll, i- ltr rt :- irtttll-. looi<,'t lllis
g:lr, .. rr:, rI'ri, .; ti,t, ...i IJr.:'.:i,ltt pr . ir's

.rrrdt ..lttai r ..lIDCI.. ry. ltu- ,ri)o!\'. .';l
try ir :uree I jwin .lrrli's 'tatemc:: oI
.rl'rt' ,,, ,'xi:::t wi' :: :rraY : : rc!,arl':: ils
lri, : ',li rl L:t the \orrh':rutlt '-.,:.ttc
rvlr ir',| : i rt' t tr lrn * class:s and p:'wer Lrlc':s - of
which irotir lre'rnd Ciroma aie prominent
ffrem:Jrs have impc.ed on Lle natior'

I her::rt tw,) Prisi!i \ {'nr:'\{ydeat l'-tnd,
I app::l to you ,o pi,r'-, I'iiXel.r lirst ar.C do
noi brrmote r or;r pct ..'nal inirrest, at [l e ex-

oeni. t I trronl, unil:,1 cotrn:f in whi:;i all
ie.ti .:. or D',litic:. lonei .lre tr::red
eq.i.ar,\'." Irt'o:""iVhat decenl :,;.1 li u" :''lIii-
otic Ir:-terians are askng for ls a singie :erm
o[ four"vears for lona;han in rrder to tJm-
nlete lh6 eisht-teir term of tl'.: ioint tic; :t of
ih" l.:e Pre"siCint Umaru Yar'tdua anc him-
sclf."

( )n S'- n da v. Ocr rber 2 -i, 2 01 0, i,h e,Va dc.,; ca r-
ried a frrl[-oas,e advert titled: Presidenria,
Elect:tn ,in,f loning: thc positicn of
()htnt,'zt' Ntlitho. lt was signed by the or-
sanis :t ion's Pirsiden:'Geneial, Amhas'ador
Raph'jrvcchue l-he fcLrrth paragraph oi the
four-laraqral)h statiment iays, in lJrt:
';.,!:',;"lI'i,i,Tl)0f: -.1,'h.' .,: :: . . .,
alilv :nd absolite eq:ality c: the slx zrncs
,.rndi-. ,lds the .iew tiat rtie topmost.-'{clr-
tive c'[ice in ihe land" Prime llinister o: Pres-

ir lrrit r'. h it h hr ; elud:d the l,r'o gecpc) :l:cal
zon('r )l \r,uth,lttth ;;td soui.:eastsir.:: the
brrth rl our nation ha.i' a cent:ry ago, s:,ruld
now:0 to ltitrr in tu:n in un"1roken surces-

sion is a ll:aftef of national :riority, f :fore
a;ry cher zone :an iu,tly cla;: the r igl.: to a
stcor. I or *\'en :hird :errn ''

On iiia basls *f tl"tis positioi the org:ni:-1-
tion : ltched ils camp with L i. ]onatl;n in
lhe: Jll oresid:ntial'c0ntes:. and call.C on
ir:s cc:noatriot: to dc the sa$e. This q: tcd
piragra'pt apf.?ars t0 agree. rn part,l::il,in
ien.:al terms. *it h n-,y extri' Is lrom L' lrK s

i.ate.-r.cnt. Bul the .6pate"l "dgre t ':r?r'lt"
i:nds :n r{ener,-l tern.i. lf the! step inti lny-
lonir:l rlutail. f ther so intc the hisr;ry ol
z-tini;..rnd il^.: curr'-"nt zon;;rq deba::, or
rrr0i, : ri1.';r' lal g,,r.irolitic;l moverr,::,t o[
1,,, ' , .,'v ;- rhr' n. 'Ir't ",, 'hr

;lill- ,,,]. ' ' "':il 
col"ipse oi recoilit -.irus-

, /ir'. r',, ; : : t. i u,.! t: tl t; t . i l'lt u r :'l a 1t, h rs i; t.': 1 l3r.I
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ffroiectrmffis amC lxttperetrves (+)
By Edwin [{adunagu
-7HE Gu,ttdirlr rr"\\'\l).r1,, I 1,rrl,lrslr,,l rrr'
I two-p.rrt Jl,lrl, r i r'r,,lr ol I't,rl,'rrol I rl',,t

lC..tr'SIr.(1ilr,. l'tttl . t 
^1.:: 

t. t: llt, 1,,rtttt, t,,t
,l.ri. on O, t,,li,,r t.r ,,'t,l ,t, / ,t,r l,,rv.rr,l, ll'
g,,rl-rf.yh:'.,,.' lr 1'Itt ,'t: l 'itt .t

LlskarToVo o:' \tll t.)it , i r,riil: 'My plliltr.rl
ccnclusion is also rir,ririlrtlrrtlv,tttl: |r,r'ty
Nigerian is flt'e to t.r liL' .rr ry I )( ):,1 t i{)t) ot ttt,tl.ir
any dcmands con( r'r n I lrr' t I r' I trl tt t r' ot Ntgr'
ria. in particular, lny Ntg r;.trl, ot .ut1 Ntgcr-
ian group, can campaign or atitatc 1ot alty
t1,pe o[ geopolitical re jl nrr I ur r t)A: I r lrr' .r il(l
fiscallederalism. regiortali nl, (,1 ('vL'n \, t,,r
ration. Radical pdlriot\,rt), I s' rr t tlrsl s,tl r'.tlr' r

lree to put their ptogt.rlrtnr( \ ,rrl(l Irr,rrrl'
festoes beiore the nal i, rlr ;trLI ligl rt l' )r I lr,'tr r.

llut lthalevcr any group or itidivi,lu,rl lrr,ry
de mand should oroceed frotn lrt'tor ir ,tl
tJ, l\, not a falsifiiation of history. No,rrr,'
slr,,rrlrl rlistora. history simnly to ht' ,rlllt to

'.,,.,,.1 i:r ' 
r't- 'Lr' , , l:. ,' :..

rcnl polit it al prticrences-"
Oneol srrr lr historicalfactsisthatthestrug-
g!t ft.rr Nirt'r i.r'r independence \^as a pJI)-
irlrgcria srr rrgl',1,'t o Irr'e t he rvhole of colonial
Nippria frorrr I]ritish occupation anti rule.
Our strugg!,. 11 i\ "rol a struggle to [ree the
Hausa-l-r.ilani,or Yrr ;,lra origlro,o. Ibibio.or
riaw .;r i...r.,ili, ,'r i iik, or Tiv, ctc, bui the
struggle of Nigerian pr'ul)lc\ lor the freedom
of Nigeria." Put diffeientl'y, the anti<olonial
struggle in Nigeri,' was Irot J struggle to re-
cover the pre<olol,ial states and sovereign-
ties whichihe British conquered, dismantled
and integrated. It was a struggle to make
Nig.ria - which the British cre:,ied - an inde-
pencient anii :.Jverijigrr { . ;iltit. 

-,'- 
Cood or b:.,'-,

thi r his::r'ii.rl fact is iu: sersible.
lilaL is a sunilr:ary ot my position on tir.s

question in thc anicle ol October ta and zt,
20lo. But on Wcdnesday, Octobcr 27,2o1o,
The Guardian carried a letter -totheeditor
sent in bya reader, Leye lge. Titled EskorToyo

on stlf rulc,it r raris:'Docs t Irt Ir istot y ol thrlsc
civilizationsfcorrfirunitit's cr)(l wilI) ll|i1islr
o( ( lrr).lli()r)? S0. in ottlr't 1,, .rl Iiv(' ,ll llriJ
" l t,,l[,r' v, r \i(,tl (.1 N ir,,'t i.r, .tll r otttttttt r t:t it':
rnrr\l .r,, ''l,l llrr'r: ri i. ,rr l,t l:tit .rlrl \\l:,;i I

irrrr to;rr'1,'-it' 1rri;ri,,ilrrl surr1l))ary is sirntti-y-
,,,'..1{.,,:

sltr('v()U airr iiwirie ol 1hc tlcbatr lrctrvctrr
I.t'nin and Rosa Lu>leilburg on ti',!s."
Nolrl Leye Ige has a;kecl two quesliojl\. nl(l

made a cornment. lf I talie the conlrnenl as a
rlrreslion then, I have three questions before
rna. I( is iD)J)ortant l answerthem, one byone,
bccurrse tlrry rclate to thc Natjonal Questioil
which is vc|y inrpr)r t.r r)t to olrr country at this
timc. lt is nlso inrlror'.ant to Irrc intellectualiy
and politically. lo tli,: lirst (lrrestion I will an-
swr'r' t,rl "g' 

r ir rlll : Ir' r. tlr lrtstory ol PI c Nigc-
r r,r t ivrlizations and rornrttunities did not rlrd
with llritish occupat]on. I w'ould however, add
that these civilizations and communities
ir.rvc bcen radicalii' transfoir.red. topether
.,tllr tltt:it ;riati,,rii-rios \^ij urr,r' -,r,ii.;-
I i()r) s a l l( j rumrn uni:rci rvit hin I he rreu'entity
called Nigeria. i
Wc strllli.rve. for irxtante. tratiitior,al rulet s

as w,: had belore th': Briti',!r carne. tiut thcy
al: no longer almighty in their power, or
sr!;)r c,r) : in t heir authoritl. Eveti.lne kno'a s

wlio ir rro'. lhc ni;st-r:thc tu, call.,rowerful
traditror^ai rrrle:s, or the n*igeria,i itat;. If a
Nigerian communiq-declares war on anottter
communiry today w-r kno"; what would hap
pen, or is expected ;o happen. I'aving said
ihis, I take it ihat tge was asking lor clarifica-
tion. And I have provided iL I woulC however,
request tlrat lre should try not to ccnfirse a re-
quist fol . l ifi 'i^'.nrfol !":l!ication,wjtlr
s psfr112.;-.1 I did n,)t slv u I ll hi'; qtrestir.n
woulC ;.are t.'.' . 'ad-'rs ,l ,. .ici'e I :'rlC.
i woiLid, most numbly; commeud the two-

part article, an:, ol corrrst'. EskorToyo's k'c-
ture, to lge [or , s,.':rnc :'.:d:,r9. Iwould, in
addition, ask him to note the cavear rvith
which I :";rted the seconci pan. It is intellec-

I (!,lllI u,)acccpl.rblc to atil tbute lo tnc what I

Ir,rr, nril s,. jd or to implicitiy distort what I

have said in order to be abie to use it [o con-
tilrrrr. a dil:erent battle to lrhirh you are ab
ir)trju cnmmirtr.rl. I am nrt talkiiig norv o[
"1,.rlitir,,rl .r1 1' pt,r.hility,' lr'lrich is a diflerent

, :. , , ; ilj. ; ji;.
I}r r111,.,,11 j11 1;15 r,l,.rtr' I tl,r l\,'\,,il, rli\l()fl io,l.
i l.n,'u it,,rr,,t I,,r)r rr,,l .r'; r:,l,rl it, It,n irtl, sttll
lcrcrl i1 tor,lillrti)u\ly l{)r,t vt'11' Ionttinte.

f',Jrrttl lrr I, V,' ll,( '\ \i" r,l){l {llle\ll,}ll: "SO, il)
or dcr to ar r ivr,.11 1 |11..11, ril,r' tcrsi,rn o[ Nige_
ria, all conmunities mu!t ac(c[)t thcir c]clcaL
by Brirain?'lhere are, in fart, two qu('stion\
in this single question:th:'{toilia' rluesliort
and t)re qriestibn on accepting dclcat. Agai n,
I l.!kc il th.rt Igc is askine for clari{ication or
inrplication, not making a refutation. We can
guess what Ige rneans by the allusion to
"lrorka." I thilrk by tlrrs nrc;nt Hausa-Fulani,
Yoruba lrrd Iglrr. II rrry grr,'ss is riglrt,then my
ansrrucr is sttairllttfolur.rrtl; I irr' "frp;1...'' 113-

t:uir i:-- ,,. ,., ;,.',,.,...t ...,,,. . ri'. ,., yt'ar
attempt to reforrrt llrrs t,lt.r(rr'pt,rlrlr strttc'
ture his not been Loo su, ( !'iilrrl,,lr lgr'arttl I

can see. And the reasons for this chronic fail-
ure and frustration have to do with the caoi-
talist lnd,rnti-popul.rr pcrspective,principlei
aild :' J..'l r'\15 tllal ltlt r iu[,,t tttt'd anrl gu:de,J
".he actions oi Nigerian lrle t's since "inde-
J,!lluenCe.
As ftrr tlre secontl part o[ Ige's seiond ques-

tion, the ':sue 0[ "commtrttitir's accepting
their defe.rt," I can only say th.1t all the com-
munities il, Nigeria - intluding the "Troika"-
have since rejected that defeat, but in the con-
rcrt ofNlgrri.i. But il anyone, or any group,
Itou wislres. [oral]yrl-,,"ls\!h,ttscx'ver.tO fe-
ject ..: r evt:rse ti,'- orig' n.r i ,lcfeats '.r' ti,: com-
rilulrifies by 3ritain (srrICe 11.,e lar(er
destroye.l pie r{igeria sovereignires i.;re by
one), let him or her "get on with the job," as
Aruericart rvoultl say. AnJ tlrose who believe
thel it is bctter to proceecl. not onlv histori-
cally. but also tlialcctic,rlly (in liglir of our

long association .rn(1 inl e[]rittjon) and igirt tor
tlrrough qoi,rB (lr'nl()( r Jl i:al i0rr and elinijna.
tion oI iiltrllrll cUl,rrri,rli 'rn and capitalist er-
pioitation shou l( I ,rl\t) "g, l o;r rvitlr t hc job."
\1'eno\vcon)cto I;,'sthird Jnd l.;:l qrle ric;,.

the cne on Rosa Luxemburg. Vladimir t,en1:r
:1;i tlI i{;i:,-t,:t1 i:.':.:-,,..r. 1 t:.:.; ,:,:. i-:::: l:.:-
w,.l--,i,r i,ritiilss arrd actioils o[ H"osd l.uxeir.
burg orr the -se)i-dctermrnarion" ol nat ioas. i
arlr ilso familiar with the u,ritings and deeds
of Lenin on rhat qucstiun. Finaliy, I am f.rmil-
t.tr wil h lhe (leh.rle hetween the tn,o giaJlt s ol
Marxist. llrrory and SociJJist Revolution. I am
rrol d,.rryirrg, ,rlr,l cannot bc dcrty'ing, t he ltia-
lr,)r)rl Questron. Thc r cal i1' (and-coF.rpiexiq )
of the National Question in h" jgeria has beer, a
regul;r thclrre r-rI tlris colunrn since its incep-
tion earlv in 1985, thdt is, lnore tlrarr 25 ye,,r s

aso. lronlcallv. onc "conrrade' from the Nol r h-
eiir oart of tlie countrv once said that I must
be a'"rribalist" since I itas obsessed, so to saJr,

with the Narional Quq.:iion.
Rc:ogni:irrg tire 1i.,,.!.,ii;;: (1.-.::'iic;: is si:ii1ri:

enor rg1r. Fu r,r fl icu :ating .r pract iial responre
r,r ir at a panicuhr ,tage of hi;torical develop.
rrrerrt is alrrays a very diflicult problem. It is
morc so when you arc aniculating a solution
in the contert o: a progrdmnre of sociairsL rev-
c.r-rtion and ra'orkels' pc*tr. Tita,- lras tl:.'
pr..'olem Karl l,4arx an i iriedrich Lngels {aceC
le,oeciallv iri reiJtron ro i''oland anE lr.,-1,,d.
tt was the problem Lenin and Luxemburg
faced, espec::lly ir relation to (the same)
Poland and ure non-Russl,n groups in the old
Russian Empire. ii-rt, neither N{arx, nor Engels,
nor Lenin, nbr Luxemburg, ever denied the Na-
tional Question. On account of the comp)exiry

". " 
pr^h!o6 sach or , item had to modiFy his

/ : ( rViclyqa couple,rf trrrr:s.Theproblem ..:;
'.ne tlr J,:. Ihe d{liit.' iil the time, v,:ls t}ic rc! c-
lurron cl the ll.rtional Question, not iust
morallv, Du( irr t he context of socialist revblu-
tion aui! wrrkers' rower. i shall return to this
sublect.
. Concluded.
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