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Fro.rn lt'hat I read.rnd heard trelbre the clections, and

rvhat I saw during vorinr. I kn*r' vores wouid he cast bv
"unregistered voir'rs,' "1, rcC r,:rrrs" or otherwise oeti.
ple who rvere not quali{,:C to 1 ote. ! knew :hat rhe im-
punity with wh:tir rl,:se nrrlpracrices woulcl be
perpetrated v'ouid vary i:oir cne Ss+Eolitrcal zonl. to
another, from one state tc ar:crher and ilcm cnr l,lcal-
ity to another. I knew that in soine stares ;nC i')caliiics
the impunicv would b,: near lo0 Der rent. wlrile rn sorne
othrrs'ir wolld be quire low Thi majoriry oi the rraFs
and localities n ili bE in-between.
Sadly, all these fears were confirmed in the clecritr:s" li

you ask for m1' source of isformatiafl I will :tll ro,.l rli.-t
there are thrie sourct:: peisonal ohservarron, lhat is,
what tr saw with rny efrs; rhen. *'hat I learnt frt rn "lrr,af-
Iicial" but patriotii Nigerian observers; antl :inali'. wha;
I leamt irom the media, inclu<iing "social media." i rt.rs

hreek Co*-n es s*me ci the actot themseivel kneu ai;

saw in Acril 2oi

inltio- B'i: I \^as iloniier:ne, hoiv the' blanre sa=e" wc'rlC
go. A journali:rt friend I mlt in the tield;:rid rf I had.;L
seseci ary "electr,ral ri-:lp:actrc.' duli:rg my rrr.,vc-
ir':ent. I said v?3. ii( wairie(i tne ;r: eili,rriare, :hut I c,:!i
a iic e li : "srt Cre frult ura'!' nc'. he : ir ar rf A;ta h;ru les; "-

1n tlie erent, the rt's!.;lt:lt.irire i:resiidniirl eleni#. as
afficiallv anncunced.,Jid r'!,11 ciiir bis surorises for i:re.
Some ol the r*ain fictois rhat ri,ould ridlerninc :nc

t, rihatever side o[ the fencr thev may
ro'a'evt'r lndirect their involvemedt will
'crinrer. The system itself ls already on
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rrial- shape the ."esuits r+ere alrearlv known bet.'le tlre poll;. Ir

riai knoro'n, for in;tance. lhit the govcrrr,nr.:t ild rhe
ruling paity in e;ch of rorrcheast and 5ourhscurir sta:eq
including the AFGA-rn Ananrbra 5l"aic,'.r'ruid br sti'Jc-
gling to Jeliver a hundre'l prjr (ert retunr to Prcsideii
Goodluck lonatlian.
TJte two unknouii iactor.i. namcl{ the oresidentiai el,:i-

toral "behavioun'i:: ;he:cuthwdt and rn the Ncrthust
and NorLhl',esi hecanre kncwn withiil 24 hr:urs oitirs
eiection. And they car!*,i i:e "bornbshell." i knew rhal

an eye-\4itness to s,rme of tlle conirete cases i shall br ;-c.
poning here. But i[ you ask me to appear as a witness in
coun, or provrde -prmf,'l shall look at you again trr tic.
teilIune wneiieryou arean allent prof,ocateur, a cl nic,
or simplv a naivetomparrior-'lnd'if vou ask rne :f itrt
level of ornalprafiice'uas iligh enough to (iverturn
Goodluck lcnathex's viclorli I ivili reftrst to ansbrer. *,iv
refulal will be hased on tei.'er.:l leasons incluriins rhb
faet ihat I arn unatrle to {errst.-ict e mareiri of errii ior
the results rs officia!iy emcueccd. Surelvir is ridiculoirs
to Suggest a 45 per cirrt rrargirr of erroi-narloDally and
acrms board 9ut if vcu g: cu t., as}: rf the level v.,ai h lqh
enough for the elitlre i,i,:;tr+; anC :h: svsiem undei
whiifl it was lrcld :o br n*iiilirii, i *ill ansuier YTS.
A: i mnved aiarrrC on Ai:ii! i6,20t!, I wondere r.i ',;irar

the rutitrg pattern in rhe f,resirienti"ri eiection wouii lre
in tl:,. Southwest zerlFrl:iir:, ;anr. Snecifica!!v. I iuon-
dere*l ra.irether tir.ielefroral suocort io; the Act:on Cca.
grest of Nigeria (ACNiwhich I e'.iefted to be ver., stroris
would lie mainra;sed for it!r {Ltur sets of eiectibns: }ia--
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orr wlr.rt w,r\ .rt \t.rl(('. Wh.rt of the vote-sellers? Were they
nrovt r l lry povr'r l y or l ry r ynicisrn ("this is.rll l will ever gct fr(,m
thc carrrlirl,rlr, rvrrr or krrtr'), ortxrth?Aglin, this is not.rrr idlcac-
.rdenric rluestiorl tlr.rt i\, il wesce thisproblem as a bigone
tltat must be solvcrl in wlrJtrvrr nl,rnner frorn the roots, orby
tin ke ring with tlrc st J tr, su l)rr \t r uct r.lr r'.

On a lighter rrroorl: lht'prirt'ol ,r vrltr wJs notalw,rys and
everywhere t;rrolctl irr t,rslr. lt w.rs \r)r)r(linlts quotcd in c.rsh,
sometimes in kilrtl, and sonre t irnes in both clsh ancl kiud. I s.rw
a rypical cash-and-kind package thlt was cxchangecl for a VOte:
it contained about a cup (but tlcfinitely, not more thrn two
cups) of rice; a twchuntlictl naira nrobili phone rcchlrge c.rrtl;
.r lxrx oI m;rtchcs; .rn r'xrrtisc lrrrok; antl two ltuntlrcd ttaila in
t .rsh. I havt rttrr pet,ple whose electoral choices were changcd
wr th the ol[tr u I Irrcr - usr.r.rlly two bottles, but sometimes one.
Ihuy nroved straight lrc,nr th-e "tnagic becr" to the polling cen-
tres.

Fft IE I)ro,nise rvas "frce, [air rlrrl t llrlil'lt' r'lrtliotts," rvltere
I "eVCry vote counts." llt(r, \1 hen elrt t i,,t t tttunitors c,lnle i n
their hundreds, tl te phr.rse "tra nsl r; rent ,t nd peat'etul proccss"
rras addcd. Ihe intdrnlrronal monitors rvete the ttsual ones:
rht' Economic Cornmunity of \\'estAlrican States (ECOWAS), the
,\[ric,rn Union (Atl), the Europc;rn tlnion (FU), Arnerica's Na-
tion.rl Democratrc inst irute (NDI, the Un itctl Nrl ions (t IN), etc.
Ihtieflywondcred rvhy the Nrrnhntl.lnti( [l(',rlyl )lr],tlris,ttion
i 
"inlO) 

ditl not scnd in rttonit, l s ltl .t tttly t lt, rll otlttrlr lrl t.lsr'
ihc rleir ion violcnce th.rt thcl'h,r.l lll erp", I tr I qot t)ltl i,l lt.ll)' l,

and tlrcy rvere'requestr'd" to :nlcrvylle. I lle loreign ntonitul s

rvrre ioined by loial nronito:s ancl, together, they formed a
l.r lge ,rrmy of elect ion "rvJtchdr)9s."
ttlont ctj6 that tlte m,rnitors t,,"uld not be evel)ryvllere, btlt it

w.rs rr.rsonablc to expc(l lhem lo tltovc ot tt oI I hc lcderal(.tp-
jtJI L'r ritoryAbuia, jn .i covt'r ihc slJt( ( ,ll,it,ll\,ttttl sottte local
gov, r'iln)enl ltea<lqtt,u t, l., an, r jrt,tn l ht't,' l r t r, rr rrt' po)ling cen'
trcs. I IlaV wCre,llso exl,ccte,I i 1 119.1.1,'lt, t.tI'rtt vcy o[Ihe "ett-
vrronrueht" belbre, rllrritrg.,trtd ittrnt,'rli,rt, ly 

".rltel 
each

clcctioD. IUulIil.orin[ ('l the a;:iJtion oI rr'\tlll \ \r',ls.llso wit lrin
rheir briefs. tl rhev ditl rll th(sc, whJt tlid tlrty st'r'.'Wh,tt tlirl
tircr hcar? Djd thlv ste what cthcrr i,trr.' Ditl tlrcy Irt'arwlt,tt
othirs hcartl? lve rfr av reduce our expccl'ltiolts'tttil h )clls ( )t lly
on rvhat happencd in r he open. ;rlong t naior ro,tr ls and \l r( ('l s

rn mlior cities. For i n sl a ncc. the InsD(ctor Gcnera l ol Pol ice n n-
nounted a pre-election night curfeir Irom Io.0opln on Fridry,
ADril 15, 201l, the eve of the presidenti.ll election, to 6.00am on
sit urd.rv, April 16, r h e clect i6n day. But long.r fter the stan of the
curfe',v, bn Frid.ry night, town criers rvith bells went along the
m;r1or roads in c-en,rin state capiral asking, or rather threaten'
ins. DeoDlc to vote for the rulrns oanv-
rtri order the torvn criers s:id,'canie from the government

and the traditional institutions. Did the monitors hear the
rown-criers? Did thev set the renon? Did thev try to investi-
sate? What were *rei? iindines? Sonte tYnics c[ainied th.rt the
iolice imposed the night cu-rfew in order to allow the town-
iriers.tnd the rulinc oirMs -enforcers" the maximum space
to ooerare with madriruni eflect. How do vou rcspond to tlat?
In a'nother state canit.ll the town criers *ent abbut in btrscs.
Did the monitors sde or hear anything? Will thcy,rrgue that in
spite of this, there was "substantial compliance" with the clec-
toral law when the phenomenon I have just described charac'
terised the elections in many states?
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SN this third segment, I shall lirst [)rcs{]nt, in summary and
Lwith minimum analysis, tlre oflicial results of three of the
eiections: Pres iden rial, Senate and State Covernorship. This is
sufficient for our need at this point- I shall followtl.riiup with
the concept oi m inimum electoral democracy.
Acrording to the official result, the incumbent President of

t he Federal Republic of Nigeda, Dr. Goodluck Jonathan. won
the presidential elecdon conducfud ( )n Srtur(l.ry, April t6,2011.
He contestedtheelection on the pla[lorrn ol ttre ['eoplcs I)crn,
ocratic Party (PDP), the ruling party at the centre. Approxi
rnated to one decimal point, which is sufficient for our need
heie, fcnathan scored a total of 22.5 rnillion votes. His closest
rival, General Muharnmadu Buhari of the Congress tbr Pro-
gressive Change (CPC), obtained rz.2 million votes. Mallam
Nuhu Ribadu of the Acrion Conqress rrl'Niqeria (ACN), got l.l
million votes,\,vhile Mallam Ibrahini Shalraiau cf theAifNige-
ria Peopies Parry(ANPP)got0.9 million votes.
The reiarive diitribution olthese votcs is as tbllows: lonarhan

won in 23 states: i6 in the South and 7 in the North. He r:rb-
tained :5 per cent, or more, of the votes cast in 32 states ancl
tire Fecieral Capitai Territory Abuia. Buhari won in Il states, all
of,rhem in the Nonh. The general scored 25 pcr ( cnl, or more,
in t6 state (all in rlre North) and the Federal Capital. Ribadtr
won in one state (in the South) and scored 25 per cent, or
nrore, in 4 states (ail in the South). Shakarau did not win in
anv state and did not score uD to 25 oer cent in anv sEte. Pre-
seited in percentages, ;onathan goi a total of 59 per cent of
the total vores cast in the election. Buhari got 32 per cent;
Ribadu got s per cent; and Shakarau got 2 per cent. The total
valid votes caitwas 37.7 million. The number of registered vot-
ers was 71.5 million. TIiis put the voter rurnout in the presi-
dential electionata littlc over50 percent.
The repeat of the National Assembly elections took place on

Saturday, Aprii 9, 2011. In the elections, the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP), obtained 58 Senate Seats in the 1o9 - member
Charnber. The Action Congress of Nigeria (ACN) got A seats;
the Congress of Progressive Change (CPC) got 6 seats; the AJl
Nigeri.r Peoples Party (ANPP) 7 seats; the Labour Parry (LP) 3
seats; while theAII Progressive CrandAlliance (APCA)and the
Democratic Peoples Parry (DPP) got one Senate seateach.This
gave a total of 89 seam. fhe remaining2o seats were contested
on TuesdaliApril 26, 2ofl. The relative perf,ormance of the par-
ties remained relafively unchanged, with PDP increasing its

numerical dominance.
In the state governorshilt ek'r'l ior r'; r r rrrr lrrr I tr I ol r I r ri',r l,ry J(r,

2011, the PDP w()n in 18 st,rl ('s; n(.N w{ )t I r r I I :,1, rr !..5; r\Nl )l' wol r

in 3 sfates; CPC won i n,r sl,r t r'. I I ri' t'lcction into one govern( )tr
ship seat was "inconcltrsivr'." I lr,rl clcction was "concluded"
on Friday, May 6,2(lll, anil it rt':;rrltr'tl in victory forAPGA l'his
gave a tolal o[26 govcrnolshiir sc.rts.-Ihe remaining 10 seats
werevacantancl were not contested. Of thesc, PDP is in powcr
in 5 states; ACN is in power in 3 states; APGA and LP are in
powcr in one state each. What this means is that the gover-
rrolslrip slrcngrhs of thc partics is now as fbllows: I)DP, 23

t,r l(':i; ( .AN, () slJt ('s;n Nl)P, I s[Jtcs;A[']G^, 7 st.rte s; [.P, onc statc,
.ln(l (,1)(., oil(. sl,ttc.

lo hritrg torlr'tlrL,r lrr ,rrrt'1ll,tr'r'.rll tho lclcvlnt figures tr.r

which t may hcntclort h hc rr:ler-rinrl in tlris rcport, the fol-
lowine bacliground rnlormaliorr is olir:rt'tl: lhe counrry is
sm:crured i r ito 36 srares and a Feti e rl I ( ., I i )i r,r I lcrritory ( FCT).
Nineteen of ihe states are in the Nort li .rr r, I \(.vL'nteen in lllc
South. The i5 states are grouped into six geopolitical zones
(three in the North and three in the South)and composed as
lollows: South-west (6 states); Southsouth (6 states); Southeast
(5 statcs); North-central (6 states); Noltheast (6 states); and
North-west (7 states). The 36 state s and I]CI are lirrther divided
irito a total of TTqLoctl GovernmentAreas (LGAs), which in
tum, are divided into 8,809 Wards. And forthe purposes of the
Aprill0u generalelections, in eachWard were erected a num-
ber ol poll ing centres.Therewere, altogether, abouti2o,ooo of
such centres in the countrv.

Let us now focus on th,i four political parties, which the
Nigerian media, notwithout reasons, tookas tl're leading elec-
torai parties before the elections. These are the PDP, the ACN,
the CPC and the ANPP. PDP emerges from the official results -
and some other detaiis so far not included in this report - as.

the largest, the s&ongest and the most national electoral parry
in Nigeria. One significant point about the "poor" perforrn-
anceof the ACN in the presidential elcction \ras rhatthisper-
formance was decisivefy negated in the other [our elecrioris. It
can therelbre be said that ACN is in near-absolute conrrol in
the Southwesr geopolirical zone, except in one of the six con-
sd ruent stales. The party is also in comfortable conrrol of one
o[ the states in rhe Southsouth geopolitical zone, a state that
is configuous with the Southwestzone.The significance of this
goes beyond mere number. It is significant historically and
geopolirically.

In the CPC emerges thc shilrlrest form ol a contradiction
found in ail the tburpartics, that is;the ui'levenness in support

,rr loss th{: elections. In the presidential elections, CPC was
r lr',rr ly rlrc second srrongest, obtaining more than30 percent
lI I Irt, Irrl,rI votcs cast. Butintheotherelections the partyfell
r I r',,r'.t r or rsly I r rrrri this position. The ANPP peribrmcd badly
(tlrt'l.rst.) rrr lllr, l)r'r,si(ldniial contest, but improved si.gnifi-
cantly in I hc r rr ltr'r-r'lr't ti( )ns. [t is difficlllt for me to go further
i n I lr is t ypc ol ".r n.rlysis" i n the absence of a "margin of. error,"
t I r,rt ir,,r rr r,rt lrr,rn.rl ical expr ession of the level of credibiliry
thar carr be bertuwed on the resuits. lamaiso unable,at rhls
stage, to even guess the impact of the post-presidential elec-
tioil violence o-n the elections conducted after rhe presiden-
I i,r I .{ )ntcst. I shall rctunr ro this difficultv.

wc m.1y now intr'oduce the concept of fiinirnum electoral
dantocracy,wltich might be used to evaiuate the status of tl're
elcctrons and their official results. The concept may be articu-
lated fionr the followingexcerpts from myarlicle,Beyond the
Ati ku - Goodluck conresq, February 10, 2olt:
"That an electoral contest or vot6 is correctly and tr uthfuliy

described as a "cash and carry/'exr.rcise does l)o[ i n)ply that it
tkres not, otherwise, possess positive attributrs, or is not si-
Inultaneorrsly driven by non-mone t.rry p(r5\i()rrs, wrshes and
tlesiros:" "l lr'very ballot papr.r that is rl,rrkcrl and casr by a req-
istered votl'r rs counted fbr the canclidate so chosen, if there is
no intlation or deflation or swapping of votes, if there is no
dis.rooearance of ballot boxes. rhen we can sav that in that Dar-
ticulir clcction "cvery voles coun[s." Birt, siLrely, thar albne
does notrnake rhe election "lree, fairand credible;" "In rhe im-
pending elections, focus mainly, if not exclusively, on the
prospects of every vore casr, whatever the inspiration and
whatever tlre sociopolirical conditions, going ro the candidare
that has bcen chosen hy the voter.Thatis fie besrwe can have
in the April 20 Il t k:crions."

I wrote the abovc p.rragrlptrs on FebruarvlO,20u. For the
avoidance of doubt what I called the besr here is as follows:
"that everyvote coufits; thatwe disregard tlte motivations or
inspirations thar drove each voter; that there is no inflation,
dellation or disdppetrance of votes: that rhere is no multiple
voting; rhar everybne who vores is a registered rrorer:and that
we ignore the impacts ot' "power of incumbency," "interna-
rional communiry" monev and other material inducement."
This "best" is whit t call n-rrnlnrum electoral democracy,The
question is whether the April 20tt elections mer this inini-
mum requirement. With what I have said so far in this report,
myansweris NO.

. Tb be continuednextThursday"
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COi\ltTItuiE in e.rrly April 2oll, .r leading
JIur:c iionai-r' rrl ont of'the irontlinc politi-
cal prrt:*s ..ras intr,r.irrvctl by.r rraiion.il
nervroap.'r. ihe subictt rvls tHc '! rrilingly
dillituit alli:nce nr.iotiations uctncen hi:
;rarrv ar:l oihir OEpositioil parlies. The func-
tiondr),pre[:crd his answer rvitl'r a catego-
rizarion of rle exisiing 63 pariies ir,- Nigeria.
For hirn, oni.r aboui irvc ol the prriies were
sel-ious, thaL is, descrved any ati.'ution. The
others rverc .'ither those rhlt cxisr,'rl only irr
"briefcases" or tl-rose created b-y thc rrtling
Periplrs Dernccratic P. " :v IPDI-) ol i ls resinre.
while rndorsing the inain ihr'usr oi this

man's analvsis. i',vould nfj'er sorne elabora-
tions 1rld ri-r,rriifications. l'here .rre, indeed,
sever.rl "hriettasc' pt.rl.i tiral panies rn tlre cur-
rentt ihcial i-r'gisterof panie; in Nirtena.But
they . r re i fi "i,n?[cJSes' rbr di[tr:r r '' rt rr'asons.
Some o{ rhem e.risl oniy in "brieicases" be-
causr t heir i,unders .:trr ui nely I r,' I ir'vr' th,:y
are narties ot i.he lutrrr:. Some,rrc in brief-
casds becau se thel'r lc stve;-ely lirr ritcd, in or'-
ganiiation rnd :Ltivirv. bv lack or tlte lruge
rnaterial arJ firtan.,ai iescurr,'s wlrich
"modern" e,ecltiral uoliiics in Nrceria de-
mands. ;\ n'rmber ol there rechnir.ally ex-
cluded poliLjral ioim,ttions air genuine
revolu;ionarv panies. Tirere are .,.iso "brief-
case" parties fhai were crealed solely for
business, ior negotiations lvith bigger par.
ties, especiallv the luling parry.

Beyond ihe bric j-c.rsr p)rties, I rgree tljili
there are p:nics tlt.rt \ryere crL'.tted and
[unde.i by uexternal lorces" rvhith include
the Nigerian state antl impe, ialisrn. These
p.rrties wer( cre,rted to c.lr.l5:' conlusion in
the Oppos.ition Cr-rmrnuiriry iio au os agenls
provocateur), or to cllannel mass discontent

- atong non-revolutionary lines, or both.This
: , is rrot a new hisforical phenomenon, erther

in Nigeri;.orinAtrica orin the rvorld atiarge.
It is an exreniion of tht' '.r,el[-krrorvn strategy
of srate inf.ilrratiofi of "enemv" formatlorli.
We are then lelr with ",serioui" perties, that
is, panies that are seriously contL'sting fot

r power,atanylevel. ,, . . . ., ..' .

Thc cuirent Electoral Law does nor.v adn ,t
lndependenr candidatcs, that is, candidates
that ire not soonsored bv anv of the resis-
tered politicat parties. It is, hrjwevcr, taiito
propole that eiery Nigerian shoulcl b.: .rblc
io find, amcngthese 6l registerecl ['.tlries,,rt
leasl c':re for which he or she cotrlrl havc
voted - afterall no political party ()r j':1)ve-

ment ('an completely reflect, or (:xprr'ss,
one's ideal: in philosophy, progr.rnulre, or--
ganisarion, strategy or tactics. But suppose
fhe socio-lrolitical system. which is entorced
by the state, structurally rules out the possi-
bilirv of fair elcctoraI competition l)('twcen
vari6rr s classes, groups and segtnc r r t s of the
popularion or fundamentally dilferent itle-
ologies? Examples are the one-p.rrty s!-stcn1s,
apartheid systems and, more furttlamen
ially capitllist systtrms characrerised by
mass poverty, gross matenal lnequJittrcs,
and heavily monttised po.litics. In these s1,s-

tems, rhe voting population is severely con-
strained - wheitier'there are 50 r.'.giitered
pdlitic.:l parties, or 10o, or even looo.- 

In sDire of the strucrural constr;rints im-
posed try the type of sociopolitical -rnd elec-
ioral svstems clescribed abovr', Inany
citizerrs m.ly still go out to vote. AII(i lve ail
know, .rr.ic.l can testiry that many Nigeri.rns
acru.llly wellt out to vote in the jr-rst con"
cludcd general elections. But many oithese
Nieerians who went out to vote actuallv
vbied for reasons other than politic.rl cori-
viciion s o r gen u.ine expeLtations. I n in.r ny of
rhe systenis under discussion, including
that oi t.Iigeria. elections are also not free o]
iair - thus.imposing on many vots;- what
can be called doublejeopardy-This opinion,
rvhich is widelyheld, w'as recently thro,'m at
me bv a.taxi driver. i -sholl come bncli to it.ln
the rieantime, i wish to re-introduce the
conieot.of powerbloc-
t introducdd the concept ofpower-bloc into

rhis colurnn in early or mid-tggos. My study
of pewer blocs grew otrt of my study of rhe
naiional questron. during the regimes o[
Generals lbrahirn Eabangida ancl SanL
Abacha. My references here indude t hree Eu'-

rop-ean lvl Jrxisr intellectuals:Antonio Granr-

sc, (lt.rlian) in rhc r9los, Louis Althusser
(French), irr rlrt' t,)6os and Nicos Potrlantzas
(Creek), in tlrc l97r,s.lr) nry;rpplication o[r"ire
.-onc.:l)t rrr tlrose carly tl.tvs I rlcfinetl Nige-
ri,r's lrirwcr lrlocs as "political forccs, or al-
li,rnci's ol political ioices, thar arc r,il lrer in
puwer or seriously prrshi'.g for' ;.rower."
lodayi I consider this definition too idealist,
and iherefor-e unsatisfactorv. I shall now de-

lir,e o Nigerian power bloc ai a fraction of the
Nigenan ruling dass that excrcises, or is Lrying
to-achieve, heg,rcny or dominance in that
class, and henie overthe natian as a whole. :

Many things immediately follow from this
delin!rion ii we rernemtrer,f rsr, that N i geria
is a ca pitalist country second, that we are re-
ferrin[ to the countiy as a singlc social for-
mation and nol as anr.rlganr ol social
tormat ions, and drird, rhat there is a world of
dillerence hetween power and olfice: My
proposirion in the present report is ltot that
the nvo riower-blocs have re-enrerged, lor
thev havi been there sin';e the end o[ the
Civil War i n tg7 o.,\ly p ropo sit ion is thol t he fwo
oower blocs lrove re-osscrret! themselves and
'their 

dominance through tlte ,lpil20tt general
e/ections. One of t he rwo por'ver-blocs h.ts its
centre of gravity in rhe iar-North and the
other lras its rcn tre of gravi1) irLthe Southwest
o[ the countrv. Ail oiher oolitical forces in
Nigeria are what they ari: political forces.
But they are not power blocs in the sense
thev have been defined here.

It'needs to be eri.phasised thar the rwo
oower blocs are not outside the class struc-
ture or soe ial formation ,rf the countrv. The
oower blocs rrew and took shaoe within the
ilass ttructuie and social formation. They
are ca oitalist blocs" And are not hosti le ro the
"inteinariorrai comrnuniry:' Beyoncl these
shared attributes, however, the rwo por,ver
blocs are separated by every other thing: his-
tory, cultuie, politllal ideology, polltical
strategy and tacrics, relationship with the
masses, vision of a united Nigeria, etc, etc.
The oresence and weisht ofthe two Dower

blocs'can be felt, and eVen measured,in the
Peoples Democraric Parry (PDP), the Con"
grets for Progressive Change (CPC), rhe Ac-

(a\. . \"-r- i
tion Conqrr:s oI Nigcrrr ( \CN), and ttrt ,\ll
NiseriJ l\', rplcs P.rrty(.L\JPP). IJut none Lli thf
ooiler bloc! can 5e'riducetJ to r:.lv oi r he ;e
'ornG. ci,nt'.'i-i*iv. nnn" o[ th: foiu :,rrtres
iarr be rcduccd to in" c I thc power bl,ci or
separ.led alonq "po',rer hldc lines" Lhr'
main re.tson heing thar present in cath po'
Iit icai i)artv a f " severa I ; fher rr, inor pol iri.'al
.lctors or lilar','rs. Prr!irical parttes are li.rtttrs
of existencc o t porver blo;:, br-tt they a r e nof
nower-blors. llictria's oolver blots at + the
ireator; ot rhe lJading ioliricatpanies.

Let us rec.rll ivha"t-Ceneraf Oluscgun
Obasanjo, as Prcsidenrofthe Federal Rcptrh-
lic of Nigeria betrveen t999 and 20C , :r'i:ci
to do boi h t o lris p.rr-ry. the PDt), and to rlre Al-
liance fol D*n;oiracy'(.\D', one of the i,'.rrl-
ingopposirion parties. \lv proposition rt rhr
lime lvas thai Ob.rslnio r\Js itttcfiIlli:rt lo
consrfuct a third poweihloc lionr frigr'r.'irts
of the existin:{ tr'vo porver bl,tcs. The r\l'ril
ioti g.ne i"i i'Icct i rlris co n I i rtned rvh :r t fi.rtl
beenknor.,'tr 1?rr a t:ouple rtl yt-'ar.s, n.rritt'i1,,
that Obasanjo ieilecl rvoefirli-y in this.rssign-
ment. You cannot consrruci a power bioc .rs
you constftlct a political parry. I shn/1 , ,,r;rr
back to lhis srrbilr'i.
lVe end this scgment u'ith ,r briellook.ri tire

abortive .rlrempi; to lcrge an "allianc '" be-
trveen the Action Congress oI Nigeria (,rtN)
and the Con.qress [ot' Progressive C]i.itrge
(CPC). The ACN is dominarld by fracri,,n r,!'

the Souihlvesl no*'er-bloc rvhile tht' t l'C is
dominated by "inrra nsigen t " tr.tction i,; t ite

far-Northpc:.',:er bloc. As Isaid e;rr'lier in 'i:r; 'e-
l)ort. tlrCalliance talks tveie doomed. 'hcy
irrerc doourcd bctaiisc they rvcre esse'ri.rily
a strlrqgle bcfween detarhments ol trvo
po,,verE[ocs r.rc h oI wh ich',vas deten=: r n ed.
on account ol what was at sr.rke, to obi.t;o a

rnore lavourable or porveriul position in the
ailiance. My reading of Nigerian history is
that it is verv difficult to ef tect r mero5'Jr. or
even an alliince, of larse and well-foJ,le<l
ool-irical oarties each of ivhich is domi;,rred
by fractirins of porver blocs. lshellalso r':trtm
fo this.
. To be concluded nextThursday.
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By Hfuim tu4cdunagu

St {iS concludin{segment summariscs rrry Po-
"L sifions on the remainine, aspetLs ot .'1.'iritrn
lott, Js I in.licaied in rlr*orriirirrs qe,Jitlcnt.
Needless toadd, rhrere rnav beheeC ioel.i6uraLe.
cllrill,, cl ci,eit revise, so lne of nlv ar.Tlfi'renls in
tiir rre,rr futuie. Do nor forgcr tliat this is .t pro-
r,tsicnai re-rorr.
lni esii;ori,rg tft ! pcsr - prcsideriijal .'lecl'inn rio-

lerrcr.':l [r puit- prcsidr'nri,tl.'lccticn lillinp anJ
d es t t-.r.-t i o n i n pi rts o l . r*, r na e rn irJ ! 91 I i,l 5 1 f, 1 1-11

htlirrr' ilar'l< on'iht diV cl r he ei+cricns:-!ntlrrrl,i',1
Altrii to,:01i. \,/ori&g anri anncuncemenr of re-
suits l.ia<1 ence<i in most polling centres but coi-
Iaiicu cirhesr- results- iodeterinine rhi tuin"*.
':i Lir * ci;i: lest - tva5 still g,t!; rg rrn nat initir, id r.
I ht ,r,rnntr r'.'as cff,c:tlly:.-rnncrrrrc,:d .rlir irit -ti
hci rr r; aft cr rhe si,r n oi th-c :ila u;lh rci-rvlr ie h u,cirr
on ibr three r.ore davs. Just befo:e thc .rn-
nouncemeai of the result sbme senior uriiitarv
oi tlc,' r s' isl i*d',-he head gua rters L,ltile t'ie( t r )!-, i I

but!;, I his inCicaied,.rL leat. iht' lcvrl ol ilrr per.
,:eivell iiirear to "itat,orrai srcuriry''

Estimates of tire toral nr:mber of I'ictiras

o

5o r,vas ihe nurr-rber ci'dis-

t l,'l i u i t ion cuestions rvh ich the investiaatinu
y,.rrr,'lshoulil ansr,r,er. Bui cven without ifi'egoi,J
L'r'nnrani's "terms of reference," questions t(]
r'r,lrit h ansrvers are awaited are cleir fronr th,'
"poisonous" debare rhar the tragic evenl ll,l\
generared. Let me eiaborate. [n dre-cor r r-st', r I I i r,,
"mayhenr" the presitlenr remirrded I lrr rurl rorr
ot iiie bloody,'venrs ',r4iich led ro tlir Ci,iil r,Ar.rr

(tooz-ts;o)ai-rC the bloodyaftermarir of rhe an-
nulment ol tht prusidennal eL,ctioir ol Itrne 12.
I991. He l'orvcti, J s expc{. 1 {1r'1, 1o t nr sh I ht' i nci n-
ient rtbclli,irr,rrrtl tleli'rrrl IJr,, r.,rrrrtitution oi
Nig,.:riir ititl r .t i I Ir ji lrr',-'<ir Ir'nt i,i I 1,,,11.'1 .. \\(. .r ! J

slta red Li tt ulisiri,'rrl's I r,r i r ri,t rttl i'r r tui torrs 
' 
rr','r-

.r bioodr' ei en t r.t,h icir iirui,!, r I r,-' r,,.l y l r_iuniJa-
rions ofthe Niq*i ile sra[*.
irivotiidaopt.ir. hr,rm rnrdj.r rcpo!*Ls, ilrai larqe

sfgnrl,ilis of the Nigcrian pcpi:iaticn, inciild-
irg indir.id u.rls, poliiicai pai-rie ;. eir4l scciery or-
ganisations and instiruLionc, belicr,,:d ihar
Cenei .rl lluh.:mrnadu Euhari anii hls larhl
Cor,grtss Ii rr Prrr,;rcrsir,t Cl.an.qe iCirC r, wi;-e iJ.
sponsiiri.' ir l,', rl, r;;ii1l11; ucliticlllV astj mo;^allV
ioi- t he vioI,'t rct'. iornc oihei >,,ueii b=vuitC I I r i-s

to hokl thc gt nelal anci I'ris par\,respoi-rsible or -
g; n is,l t ir rr r.r lir: or r r r rcra I oi iCe"oloslca i resDon-
:ibilitlr, tli ..rciu:;,'l; poinled io r.r,Hat Suhiri is
br,iiei.cd rn ;i.irr,.i r,ri in Nigerian i:oiitics and
rvhat he rvai rcir.'ru,,d to hii e s.ricJ beiore t.he
eiections c{)ilr'dri}ing Irovu io deal rvith pei.
c:iveti ''i iAqi;iu" ,iirC ' i'iqx-er:." Tli,:y al.;ri re
ferrcd tc lrji arlri'urtu'il)(rlr., b.liorr tlt,'
election, tha.t lie r,',,ouiii not go to court to chal-
ien"qe the result.
Also lister] bv lluhari's ,1cc!.tscr.s ,rs one r:f tlre

grounrls for1rolding hirri resironsiltle ilrr tl'rt:
cJIr J Xr',..:,i i h is r,; jr.r r ior r oI I I it. r csr I I i. I,i.irrr t: i t
rvas nllic jalll .rririt.,urrt,-.rl; ,uitl ht; llilrrrL' io
quit l.ly 1o111{,'1111i tlrr killii'rus rvlr.,rr i'ltev
star ti,rl. a)u polir icrl rerpo risil;ili-n,r-l r.v Jr"trv ai-
lentit,n ro ilie "r,r.'al Lri*S" ui ilrr liot,rls irr srrn-
port oi'tsuhari. Ancl on orllani;.rtionil
resp,onsibiIrry sorie rtccirsei s siri r lii\. sr.,,, rii, t I:.tr
Buh.rri .uid his parl, organi:.rd, oi lrrrr:l Il.rv,:
{lrtrJ n ! ris,.d, ih,: lall i-n:{c. afrcr losii rrl I : l(. I )t r..5i

tlrr rt i,r I r'ier- tiun. or qens ing rlcli:,ir . \ I.rr r7 ,.'.,l!,. tl
lcr rlie gelerai's arres[.

( )r I I I r,,ir l).lrT, General Buhar i,r nd his parqi rhe
( I'( . rr(,r , rnly formallvdenitr i lt,sDonsibili[r,for
I Irt' r'r, rl.rrt t' in ; il its iamilir,r I r,1j5, t lrey alsil a r-
;ir rr.r I t I r.rl the riorcrs coultl rr,,r l uvr' britl r uerrl-
I rt,l s,I t .l'C, because the p,r r I 1, r rrtl its rne'lr rlrr,r's
ue l,rw .rbiding. Later; ]rr ,rn,,tirci )l,Jt('nl(,nt,
the p.rrll,c,xpiained thar rlr,',\ptil lt.ll porr
pt csiri,,r r tiai election r.iolrr rt,, t duld he I iircn.:d
the v iolrtrue that followL't I t l r, . {rneral electionr;
oI Igl;.t .r nd rhat of t9l;. t;r r, rt n cjse, accorJin,:r.-
to rlrr'p:rw, tlie mas,,,,s r',..ti[ed tc the ru]ini
patly i lJfusal to r,.ielri ,,lriLe atier lcsing ai lhE
bolli
ln r r',rt tion, Bunari's . rcr r!ser\ sa iC his partVs

-\t at r: r I t!,t i I * ;s .: "j tr r r r i i c : ri o n" o r :-if e pu.S r A piiJ
l{ } u I ) r'f sir-lcn ria I elerr jon violeilce, a nC ihis'lej
sorni: ot.them ro rene',v tneir call ibr his an-est.
Sorne lulrciicna: ies r rf the paf,ry, howei,eE in-
t j:t,.,tl llr,ri ri !v3s an ".,.ilrl.rnli joh," nui "iusiiii-
ccttir)ir." .\S I s,rr,.l ' eariier, lronr' this
rhree-co l'r rered deba tc * Presi,ier:r Goodl uci<
|cnath.l n ancl his {{)vi:l-l1r11cnt, the accusers cf
r;r'n,rr,ll ltuhari an,,l lri; p:riy,, .lird rhcse thar
LVCre t( ,.1 t(:(:d - c;r n hr. ,rrrictttt'LerJ J.,l i:ire ,lues-
tions which ihe invrstigators of the.r\prii-201i
trrget IV .it..,trl,l n1,11' .11r:ryer - in .rijd iijLrp to the
presi(l(.ni'i manCat.'. lhe narion is rvaiting.
Que.silorrs urt Lhepowtrirlor.r: Some generaf and

delibcr, r tclysimplifir:ci, quesrions e"merge froni
rry intr.ociuction and notes on Nigeria's nvo
i r, rrv,'i I ri, tt : isee titu i,i.'rtCitg s+gr.aerir cl r lr is
I r'l )nt I l. I [ ]t' otiesr.ir )n i inll riile: Oire: Sliilulr I .r
st t't r i,lll L,' iriitiatr'rl, or !nrcnsifir:ti, t(, ( l('n !ol
r.tt isr:-l hi'" H.r:ld" Cf p, r,r er blocs by crc.r r il rq trcw
()nci, {rr ",r!lo,,ving'' nCru Ones lo enr,.igr'/ lryil:
:'it'rukl ,r 'rt ruggle l'.: :nitiartd, or inrt.n.ilir'cl, t( )

Lt'(dt e.r I h ir'd poiv.'r blqc - i he tv Du c\ I'rc:iiltr I r

Oluse,4un Obis,rnjo ar,ernpred i,, r ri',r e - r,\,ith
the si r'.r tt,lic objer r ir e cl iieu t r.ri isi r r!,, tj;ssoli.
itig Or ,iiri, ,ri:irrg i lre c^i5tip.g liyo pr rw gl- bl61q,
there by cr criiing a :irrgle naiionrl'uoiver bloc,
so io s.ryl Ihrzc: \Vill ihe sirrrq,;lJ flor the re-
Stnrcft Iringof tl !r' {. oUnfn"rin111.1 1, 1,n 2-q' [ -6:i
lederatirrn-ltrgit.r!ly and ii: py,r1 i1, s absr;rl: thc
ilroblt'r'lr j of thu pori *r blor:,.' f,rirr': 5houltl ,r

suuqgle be itriri.:rr'j. or !rlrltiili,'rl, to rrertr' l
15'1fi -l-r1 t 1- opn : t i r ;ir r-a. ;nl r r t ;' r r, : rr r *,-.,.-. i.t ., I

fi,;e: Is it possible, and is it dcsirable, to lea';e the
questions o[ "capitalism," r'po\\,er 

blocs," "pop
uiar dernocracv," etc, [or history io resol,",e atd
conceliuaie on dre srruggle ioreJectoraj democ-

Tg;., among others, are qliesrions I shail be
taliug up in this column in the near fueire. But
I ',vould iiiir'- to append rhc lbiiowjrre clarific;-
I,ion here.Thc revoluLjonan ncrrvrr hioc I L.aliicd
abcui in ihe louirh ot mv fiie Ltuesticns is nor,
siriclly'speeling,a poiveibloc ii: ihe )crtse ICe-
iirred ir irr the iourrh segmeitr of ihis reucrr.
\Vhy? Because, uniike t-i're trvc e):i(rinr D;lver
blois encl oflter po'.ver blccs rh.rr can, ihboreri-
cJliy, ciler qr ft'ollt Lhc ivorljngs clihe ljig,:riatr
c.riritalisl svsre m anci Doliiic.rl sn usglcs \iiliiiil
thi rules of the present rli',ncnsa,i6n..l rc.,,olu-
iionary porvrr h)',c r,.ii! irr iJroi,-rg-icaily criticai
ol cailiraiism ,rrrrl ir;r|erirll.;iti. Sul I usei rile
i.:l, n't':1tl''1,11 b1r rr " l, rr' t I t., rei oi ut ioitarv Lroiiii-
cal lcii-e s!nrpl'y r,r irriiitaie lnt *iotniifJiiii
nl iiiion : raj,:r rppl, r i tt il rt Dl'* ;". i iL Lr-c,r'ert bloc5,
.r nd not f o [,.: s.rt i: iieC r.rith mei.-liti_reing; "pr,:-
cic n roci : ty :ir'o.l rp,", r "i-lreisu r., :f, o Lr p" ot a''Cis-
CUss-lOn qrOLlp.

Cr.rnciu.siiin: VVar lJver"zoning": I-et me end tiris
regment and. henct, the reporr ii.selI hi,r:r'aii-
ing the war on the zonin,l rif pa ruv and Lovem-
rnEnt oitice:. Leadei's ,if rhe rjilng fecples
Demcoratic Pany(PDP) al rnost set the nation on
li re ove l r h i s ci ispu re. I I lr fri_ah reiii n-q lrd rr.i I ii,
I r.i3ic ch,rrrcrr.r'of the cLrsis r,v+s ih;t a: ir pic-
gr!'(\L'd il tencieci t,: d,.ir{/ in rnotc anrl mof i in-
divicluals, politicai farmations, socio-cukural
and cirril society ol-ganisatiorls, armed dissident
groups and, I suscect, the srcui-lqr agencies. Ir
ivould h;i,e been regariled sirnpiy as a hedteC
irdtioilaj del,iare. pe:-hrps ultlrnarril' a useixi
one. i[ it was noi, Jt the safile ii'])e.a "di.r iutrie oi
the deal." ,4Jl grr:uirre atlernpis ai rdising ite
lcr ei o I the deSa re h',"' ir is roriiisi nr" a nd g;l rer-
,rJising ii r,ere rebriffcd. Bur aftef all thd"rvrr
tlrLuns" and "dress reh*arsals," rre maynowask:
What is the sitrjaiion norv? l,Yliat is the state of
llrs: rr",2p13.a7 Where are the combatants? I shol!
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*
was in
pi,l,.,-'i!. Desrnrrlion of proLr.'rni - Di'ir.zltr, ind
pirbli., n:ovah!e anti inriirov,rble - rias mrssive.
,\ Jriqh nrolile oublic jnvestiqdijon r)l the rro.
len,-r. inai-rgureled h_V the IeLl;rai Govri't]mrnr,
is in i:rogress,ancl dle natjon is eagerlyawairing
its {)uirotni. Ianl inr;rr t!r;ir eaqellr.l arv.iiiirri
ilt.' ripo:r oi rhe int rsri.g.riiun. Iil tair, rl:e;inci
!' \'i 5 iCil ni 6^",, 1- g 11-",', t rcpcn on elecion :Ut t. oi:
r .irht,r'ii'r+ addencii-im io tllr rl,ljoi1, eJnnol bt'
;',riLr.,j jl h;irlie iirc' rcpon Dl tir(, Dresiccnrial in-
, ui(ig.it:i rn and 

'-he 
oiriiome ol lhe nii1h.1-;ronic

r::l ec i-i t.:n i,-eti ii on :;.
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j e ir l Ccr:;d i ucir Ir, r'iat-ii a i : has set d r;ivn tir p
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