
Reflections on Nigerian terrorism
By Edwin Madunagu

A BOLI-| a weekafterthemid-fune bombing
flof the Nigeria Police Hejdquarters, ifi
Abuia, a Niger Delta "militant" who has the
rank of "general" in his rebel army, was re-
porred ai protesting the lumpin! of himjnd his comrades with other Nigerian
armed rebels like the dreade d Boko Harant
insurgents. The "general", insisted thrt
Niger Delta militants and ex-militants were
not rerrorists. Why? Because, one, unl i ke the
Boko Haram killerS, the Niger Delta miljtants
did not targec "innocent" people, and rwo,
rhev were clear in their demands. I believe
the'"general" would have added. if it was
oossible and safe to oueslion him. that anv
Iives lost in the cours'e of the Niger Delta in-
surgenry were "collateral dam.rges", rh.rt is,
unintended victims.

Not manv oeoole outside tlrc ranli, oi'
Niser oeltimilitints and ex militents arc
lik!ty to be impressed by the rebel general s

orotest and clirification. Victims of Lhe in-
iursencv will nor be imoressed. And such
vicrilms ire many: immediate and long-term
vrcrims, direct ahd indirect victims, i;divid-
ual and corporate victims, etc. Of course,
the Niserian state will not be impressed.
Even tHe Boko Haram fighters from whom
the Niger Delta "general" wanted to sepa-
rate himself and his compatriots will be
angry. Iam sure the man will notwin a pub-
lic oboulariw test. exceDt oossiblv in his
o*i cbmmuhiry and within che ranks of
some radical oolitical tendencies. Pacifists
will definitety regard his prorest and clarifi-
cation as insult.

AJrhough my support for. and solidariry
wirh, rhe Niger Delta stru.ggle is not in
doubt,l do nothesitate to align myseif with
those who mayask the N iger Delta "general"
to shelve his protest and clarification be-
cause if he presses them he will anger many
good people who may ordinarily be sympa-
thetic to his cause. But I will break ranks
with those who will say that the "general" is
tdl<ing nonsense. No medal, however, goes
to the "seneral" because mv oosition is in
spire oftrim. What I am doing here is sepa-

rating rn idea from the person who had
voit cJ it.
One of the reasons we study an object or

phenomenon, other than merely Iooking,rt
ir or experiencing it, is to be able to discover
differentlarions within it, the connections
berween the differenr pans oI rhe objecr or
phenomenon, .rnd the connections be-
tween the object or phcnomenon uncler
sl u(ly with otherol)l|r I \,1il(l Irlrt'lt,,trt,'rt.t itt
this rntt'gr.ttt'J.rntl ttllttil,tt, ly ilrrrl,ilv 1ilil
verse. As we tler'1lt'rt otrr l<rtrtrvli'rlr1t', rr r rtl
knowlcdgc rtt tltt'olrjt:tI rtt pltt'ttrttttr'trrtI ir
deeoened. arttl tlt,' ,tlrtr'r I ot ult' ttrrtu,'trrrrr
irself grows or dev,'1,,j,' ,li,rll', rrr ,rlly rvrtlr
other objects and phenomen.r.rround it, we
begin to see sufficient differentiations
wi[hin the subject oI study to identi[r new
vrriants or branches of the object or phe-
nomenon. We may even discover objects
,rrrtl phenomena that are entirely new. The
r li\r ()vencs then constirute new sub jects of
stucly.

lhcse ni'w v,uirnts .rncl branches of the
"o ltl " o r "ncw ly i rrr I c pendc.nt" areas of study
then bcsin a lilt of their own, but at a
highrr lrvel, \ i n( c thcy are benefiting from
the notrlislrrrrL'nl they irad receivedln the
"wonrbs" rrl llrlrr "rrrrrllt,'rs". In [act, many
new vJri.tnl\ ,rrr,l lrr,rrrt Ir, s rrl ,tn existing
area of snt(1y,, lr r'r ll I t r'ly r l('\v,lrr',ls of study,
come into ('xi\[,'r)r,' .tltrrrsl,l\ .l,lllll s. nnil
rhe same dialectit.rl l)rr,qr( \\iorl i\ r,'.
neated. ad infinitum- lirallcl wirh tlr,'rl,'
trelopment of ob jects and plrenomcn,r, ,r rr,l
rhe development ol our knowl('due ol tlt,'nt
rhrough study, and the developnrerrt Lrl rlif-
Jerentiations as well es associalions, is ol
course - the development of ner,v names,
new c.rleg()rics and new concepts.
Lct me try ro illust rare t h is "dif ierent iat ion

lntl association" thlng. Strppo\c Jt d stage
oI development of oui knowledqe ot an ob-
jcct or phenomr'non A (wh ich is also a state
o[ develoumerrL of the obiect or ohenome-
non it.elf), we iderrtify five ol its'rn.rin r'le.
mcnts. say. Al. Al, AJ, A-{ anrl .{5. Su pn( )se,lt
a lattcr stJge we discover th.lt A5 is sulfi-
cientlv difibrent from the other four ele-
menti to be separated from them not to

form an indcpt'rtrlr'n I sr rl ryr'r I ( I I r.rl is, r li I It'r
entiation) bttt lo lrct ornr' ,rrr L'lr'rrrerrt ol .rrr
othtrob;r'r I ot ;tltr'rtorrti'rrr)n ll(associ.rti()n)
wlriclr wc lt.rr I i rr Lrrrli helicvL:ri was dil ft'r t'rrl
fronr A. Sturleirt.s, sclrolars and intelloLtu,rl\
will have toeftectthe necessrrychanges. I:i
ther this, or they be(ornr ,rrlhen:nts ol sor
ceryand mystit isnl, iilrtr'rrl rrl \( i,'rl, ,'. Illrl.
beyorrtl tlr,rt. ttttl|rs lltts r\ rl,)n,',,)ur l,r,rl,'\
sirrt 1.11t,,,,.,, I Il r, ril,'r,, Irrrlr, y Ilt.rl\('t \, r'x,'( u
l,rl,.lllrl''lll,'l', ts Wtll,rrllllllllr' t() \Vrrll(l, l

wlrV, \('llnlll ottl ltrtttr t.,rl,tlr.rt, llrt.y It,tvr,
l,rrllrl lo tii'l lo iVl,tliurtlt ttt I),r'rtrtr'Sl.ll(', itol
li rrowrrrr,. r,r ,r( r ,'l)t l lt, Ill,tl tlr,'y lr,r, Ltll tlr,'
lil)l( [)('r'n,rl tlru t,,.rrl t,r I rbrcvillr in Labt-rrr.
A distant terther of mine rudely told me

very long ago that 'yorr do not develop new
concepts and categorics only to trrrn rotrncl
and lump everythrn,!j toge thcr". l;rr tlris .rd
monition I added my own: "YOrr tkr not con-
tinue to apply the same lreatrnent to
everything if even whcn ir hJd heen shown
thar some aspects are tliffercnt .rrrrl shotrltl
be rreated tliff,'rcntlv'. ltt 'lrurrpirtq cvr'ry
thing togethcl' .tnLl ",rP1rl111tq lltc s,tttrr'
treatment t0 cverythin,q" onc is, in f.rct, cr.rrrr
mitlrng two crilnr's: refusirrg to.rppiy.rrr
available, and rnore eftectivt'solut-ion Lo a
parricular problem,,rnd simultaneousiy,
preventing the drvclopment oI our knotvl-
edge of rhe particul,rr [r.ilgp.
Another distant teacher also reminded me

olwhat some people hacl called the elemen-
tary responsibility of social an.rlysts: In deal-
inglvith a critical social problem onwhich
urgent actions are being taken or contem-
platetl, it is essential,.rll er r he inrroducrory
remarks, to zero in on d delinitive historical
period and a de[inire geopol,tical space. This
idmonition may be"paiaphrased and do-
mesticated this way: "The categorical re-
quirement in investigaring any social
question is that it be examined wirhin defi
nite historical limits and. iI it refers to par-
ticul.rr country lhat account be taken of the
speci[ic fearures distinguishine that country
lionr others in the sanic hisroiical period".-
The sub ject is terrorism and the immediate

Lon( e[n ls Nigi'ri,1. lt i5 ther('[ore neceir.il y,

afrer r he gcncr.tl globel sun,ey, to focus on

Niireria in a definlte period, say, sirl(c l96o
( )t t()70 0r1979, or indeed since Septembcr tl,
'rlot. I trc emphasis is on de,linilencss of his

r, rr r,,rl I r rrrr,.rird geopolirical space, and not

' 
) n r l),. i, ngt lr , ,l ihe period or the geomeiry

rvl 1111, .1r.1q,'. W,' rlrould know, for instancc.
wlrrrlrci wr' .rr,' ,1,'aiirrg rvith Nigerian rer-
rorisrl or tarrorism in Nigeria or indeed
,'\nr('r'ic.l n terrodsm or terrorism in America
,,r' ;iolr,ri terrorism i nspired by anti-imperi-
,rlrrrrr,rrrtl Jnti-Americdnism. In the latter
I,,.r\p,,r liv,., rvh.rt is happening in Nigeria
.r1,1,, .11..rr, rrll,lrt'lal damageS.

1 ,111 lrrrl I'lJyil!g $ith words. lam as seri-
ous rs the Nigerian situaticn is serious. "Ter-
rorism in Nigeria" and "Nigerian terrorism"
are wvo diffeient formulations which, when
inserted in the conremporary Nigeridn situ-
,ur,,n, produce rwo eririrely difTerent p,'r

'pa(live\,It wlt.tt thr' n,ltiun i\ (llllr'lllly
e'rperient irlv. .rttd It,:ttt t' rlt I l,'t r'rtt I 

rtrl,l'I,',
tives on lt'rw ru t.tcl<1.' it. I Ite tw, r'r'l \ {,1 []('r'
\pr'ctrvr'\ cJnnut b()lh he rigltrat lhir poirrt
ln tllnr. lhc lrultom-littl]. llow('vcr, is thJl
t-rne se t of pcrspcctivcs will intlicatc tvhere
to stl ilie the nrjin corrective blow and how.
My JrAUn)cr)t tlte n lr'arls m.'to the lollow-

ini pro-posit ion: Wc Jrc de,rling wit h Niger-
iai itnr'trlsm since the end of the Civil War.
By Nigerian terrorism I mean terrorism
whose seeds were sown in Nigeria and
which eerntinated and is now flourishing in
Nigerii. This terrr-rrism has several lbrtrts
lvhich shL,rrld lrot h,'luml)pd tr),{('lhel. BLIt

all can be tlele.rt.',1,,.tttrl wtl I Ir,' tl. l,',1t, tl. Itr rt
the terrorism and the "terror ists" c.rnliot be
"flushed out" the way you llush out tbreign
invaders. While some forms of Nigerian ter-
rorism foilotv rhe Shakespearean mdxim,
"that distribution undo exiess...", some oth-
ers are now an inregrli part oI ihe poiitical
economy anti new fronts of political strug-
gle. Nigeiian "business cotntnuniry" now in-
vest in Nieerian terrorism'as they invcst in,
sdv. the oIl secror. The "foot soldiers' in
thbse forms. rhe oeoole who actuallv throw
the bornbs or pull rhe trigger, are [ike t.r
sual labourers in the oil ;ector - poorly re-
munerated and easily dispensable.
. [o be conciutled next llursday.
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Reflections on Nigerian terrorism (z)
By Edwin Madunagu

1 ASTThursday, in the first pan o[ this essay. I

Ladvanced a consolidated proposition on
home-grown Nigerian terrorism as distinct
from terrorism in Nigeria which might sug-
gest a foreign terrorist invasion. There is, of
-ourse, no "terrorist invasion" of Nigeria. But
some forms of our terrorism are partly for-
eign-inspired. This is inevitable in this our
"global village".Theaim oIrhis second pan is
ro expand on that proposition. I am not con-
cerned here with explicit solutions to Niger-
ian terrorism - although these wiJl be implicit
in, and can be deduced from, the proposition,
as expanded. Explicit solurions will be sug-
gesred in the rhird, and concluding, p,lrt. Be-
fore we embark on "expansion" dn invenl.ory
of definitions is necessary.

In iate 1980s the United States Army found
that "more than one hundred definitions of

I795 "when itwas usedto describetheactions
ol t hc lacobin Club in their rule of post- Rev-
olutionary France. the sacalled Reign of Ter
ror". Definition Frve;The 2oo3 edition of the
OxIord Concise Dictionary of Polirlcs by l.r rrr
McMillan and Alistair McMillan savs that ler-
rorism is a "term with no agreed definition
among governments or academic analysts,
but llmost inv.rriably used in pejorative
sense, most lrcqrrt'rrtly Io rl,'st ribe life.thre,rt-
cning actions p('t l)('l I .r I ('( I lry p, rlit rr .t llv r r r, rl t

vatcd st'l[-appt-rittlr'rI sttlr \t,ltr' 1ir orrl)'," I Irr'
"tton.tgreentt'tl1", wr' (,ltl,tll r,,', tr Irr'r,tttsr',
actorrlittg lr) 0ttt Itr xrl' ()l lIIr'r r'ilr ('. ",,1rr' I'r'l
son's terion.t is.rnotlrt'r I,r.r\r,il , lt,., rl,,ilr
fighter".

To my
ism (see
new one

ular dettttttnt, y, prri ittt i,tli:;tt) or ('v('rl pro-
communisnl, llt,'"n,'w l('l t{)r isnl' is ,rrtti im-

in Nigerian politics and political economy. But
their roots and their trajcctorics are clear.

Kidnaooinss have several lbrms: those in
which rjrisorie is the primary obiective, and
rhose whose primary^objective is political:
lrl,r, kmail, iiln'midadon and pressure on the
o[)ponents. Furthermore, whereas there are
oisanised or comorate or business-like kid-
na"ooines both foi ransome and for "politics"
th6ie aie "freelance" and individualltidnap-
pings - the same way you have corporate su-
permarkets side by side with market stores
and hawkers in the distributive sector of the
Niger i.rn economy. The sameapplies toarmed
robbery: corporate and highly organised, as

well as heelance and individual.
Beyond these named forms of Nigerian ter-

roriim, there are other forms which we may,
for lack of other names, group as "miscella-
neous" terrorism or "terroiisltt-.tt Ja lge." These
would include, in llartictrlar, tltosc associated
with oooulardernu( r..ltrr l)r(,1('\l\.rrtd sfrikes
wlrich may turn violent. ot lcttrrtislic and
rnrlrit h the iorallrd "hoodlums" olten "h ijacl<".
Since the end of the Civil War, Nigerian sru-
d('nts hJVe becn l<nown to kidnap armed se-
cutirV aACnts in uniform and seize their
weapons. De-classed and iobless Nigerian
youihs were known to have infilrrated popu-
lar-democralic or mass protests to "terrorise"
the popularion and engige in general looring
and'ddstruction of privale and puhlic prop-
erty.

Publ ic fu nct ion.rrics, i ncl trd i n g N igerian ciri-
zens ,tnrl lirr,'igrtrt s, ,trl l<ttown to Itave been
chased out ol- ollitL' or out ol the country
through means that fall under our currentun-
derstanding of "terrorism'r. Finally, the first
phase of thestruggle rocompel thevalidation
bf Moshood Abiola's victoryin the June 12,1991
presidentiaI election involved severai acts that
ian be classjfied as terrorist. The only publi-
cized act rvas the hijacl< o[ an Abuja bound air-
plane to Niamey, Niger Republi:, in October
199 J.
The question is this:Willyou,and how-doyou,
fasl-rion a single weapoh and mobilise the
human and material resoul:ces necessary to
light this cornplexand hy-dra-headed monster
calied terrorism?
' Io he conrluded nexrThttrsdait

oeri.tlisnt,,r .rr rt I At r tt't tt,r ol,u lt l.Wr'\l
lrrl r r,rpit.rlrstrr. I r rr t lrt'rmore, wltilt'
l('rr,)rr\nr" w,rs predornindnlly \r'r r

"new terrorism" is predominantly tbr
thronement of the Sharia.

lxrl rrot
t lrc "rrlcl
rlar, the
r lhc cn

consolidated on terTor-
add a

I hold ruling
on the:oie

Left, on the other
acts of omission

-of Niger-

Again, I agree th,tt where,ts t he "old rerror-
ism" airn,'rI,lt inrl)r rs\iuA,rrrr I rrrobilizing rhe
1;1,1551'5 lo1 r l, ,rr,,r, ltt.'v,tlrlt'.unr\.,urrl linrilir)g
"lrloorlslrr'<i",rnrl "colla(cral tlarn,rgcs", the
"n('w l('r r ()r isn)" ,ll)l)r',r rs 1(l wislr to l< ill as rnany
l)('ol)l(',r\ possilrL', rlr,rwirrri rr0 Iirrr lrClwrclr
"lr.llilinl,rl(' t.ug('ts",rrrrl "toll,rlt'r,rl (l,rnl,ules"
,rrrtl .rrlvertising airtrs tlrat arc rleally uuat-
tarnablcextcprinaworld rhatis notinhabited
by huma n beings. For instance, ro advocate, by
force of arms, that t h,' Sh,rria be imposed on
the whole worltl is crazy. Arrrl coming home:
towantto impose the Sharia orr Nigcria orany
segmenr of it by force ol drms in 2ult is crazy.
But this is the bottom-line ol the "dialogue",
not the end of the "dialogue".

Focusing now on Nigerian terrorism in the
period indicated, we may lool< at ttre fbrms
suggested in the consolirl.lte(l l)r')l)osi(ion.
Five of rhem stand out: thc Nigr:r Dr'll.r insur-
gency: thc Boko Haram insurgencl4 the Middle
Bett (Jos) killings; Kidnapping fbr ransome:
and Armed Robberv. To these we mav add the
"low-intensitv" one".s like oPC and U,ASSOS. to
stafiwith, eaah of them has a longhistory dat-
ing back either to the decade preceding Nige-
ria's independencc in t960, or, immediately
afterindependence. for instance, Nigerians oI
myowngeneration can easily draw a line flom
Isaac Boro to Sdro Wiwa, Lo lony Engurube. and
to the modern-day Niger Delta "militants".
Similarly we can draw alone from the pre-in-

dependence anti-Southern nor in the North
to the 1966 crisis and Civil War, to the "Sharia
crisis" in the 197- 1978 Constitueht Assembly

Each of

classes
hand,
hand,
,rrrd commission

i
I politically motivated violence perpe-

against non-combatant targets by

ia n t crr-ol is m. T he cri rne of the latter is that it
corrki not chcck the "excesses" of the former
anrl torrltl not ,rbsorb and re-channel the
Ibrccs of Nigcri,rn terrorism. I shall return to
this point ncxt I lrursday. I choose the period
"since tlrr rrrrl ol the Civil War" forthe consol-
idated 1lr oI x rrrl I( )r l lr )r I wo main reasons: fi rst,
to show ttrat Nigcr i,rn terrorism did not start
on Septernlre r tt, .tottl wlrt.rr t.rrgets in New
Yorkand Waslringtur) w(,r e l)orrrllcd lry global
Islamist iihadisrs; and sctr,rntlly l)('(dusc the
end of the Civil War (1967- I97o) nrarkt',1 a de-
finitive end of an era in moder n Nigt'r rrn his-
tory and the beginning anothcr. Beyond
these two redsons, the choice oI lrrruary t5,
1970, when the Nigerian CivilWar ended, is ar-
bitrary.

Having said this, I agree with what can now
be regar ded as a genera I opinion, a consensus
oI opinions, that thc e,uent oI September tl,
20ot. was. fol Arnerica and global imperial-
ism, a dramatic announcement of the matu-
rityof the "new terrorism" and simuitaneous
decline of the "old terrorism". But I make a
minor departure from that book of reference.
lVhilc rhe "old lerrorism" was predom inant 11

aill i-! l pi trii,r ir-- peria!!:m :nd a n' i-na;ional
oppression anri pro-popr;lar pov/er prlpop-

Tiazo: "Terrorism

subnational groups or clandestine agenti,
usually intended to influence an audience".

Yer, ahother definition, but one with a wider
horizon: De finition liree: "International ter-
rorism means terrorism involving cirizens or
the territorv o[ mor e than one counm/;a state
sponsor o[ lerrorism is a stdte that repeatedly
provides support [or acts oI intemarional ter-
rorism". Defihinon Four.'State terrorism is em-
ployed by governments - or morc often by
flactions within governments - againsr thar
govemments citizens, against factions within
the government, or against foreign govern-
rnents or groups". This qpe of terrorism, ac-
tording to this extended definition, "is very

t commonbutverydifftculr toidenti[,mainly
' because the stdte's support is alurays clande:-

tine".
It is generallytaken tl"lat the term "lerrorism"

was firsI useci ciuring the French Re,rclution
which bioi<e out in 1749. The specific yearwas

Nigerian terrorism has been mcdlfied or "en-
riched", or even transiormed, by rtevelopi'aents
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Reflections on Nigerian terrorism (g)
By Edrin Madunagu
TN tlris llrirtl,.rnd concluding,partof our
Idiscussron, I shall pull together, and ex-
pand, the main arguments and proposi-
tions of the preceding installments and,
following thit, I shall anempt, to redeem
the promises made and the substantia-
tion's postponed. I shall also attempt to
clarifu sonie points which I now belieire re-
ouire clarifications.
in the closing paragraph of the first part

(luly ta,2olt), I ollered whal I t allt'd a con-
iol lda t ed proposi t ion. lt wt'nt li ht' t I ri s: W',
in Nigeria, are dcaling with Nr.r.3t'r i.rrr tr'r
rorlsm since the end ol t lrt' ('rvil W,rr rn l,rr r

uary, 1970. W(] are nol rlcaling witlr
Terrorism in Nigeria which rnight sullll('st
a terrorist invasion of Nigt'r ia. Wt' rrr.ry,
howevet concede that some lor ms ol otrr
terrorism might be panly tForerg n-inspired,
a possibility that is not far-fetched. given
the reallry of our "globalised world" or
"global village". We are also not dealing
with global terrorism or terrorism directed
at America or Europe which may produce
"coll.rter.rl victims" in Nigeria.
By Nigerian t(,fforisn) I mean terrorism

whose sceds were sown in Nigeria and
which gcrminated ancl is now flourishing
in Nigeria. I proposctl in thc firstpartthat
Nigerian terrorism has scveral forms
bound togetht,l hy th,rt plrt'nomenon
called "vio-lence" oi "t,'r r or ". hy material
damages and, abt rvt' ,rll. hy I lrt' vict ims pro-
duced. The victrms ar c var it'tl: tltrrtl .trtd in-
jured, deliberately targeted or .rppt',rr ing as
"collateral damages". But it will bt'wrong
and self-defeating to lump togerher all thr
lorms of Nigerian terrorism, and atlempt
to respond to them in the same manncr.
However, all forms of Nigerian tenori\m
can be defeated, and will be defeated - il
Nigeria survives, or rather, if Nigeria is to
suryive.
I went furtheq inlhe consolidated propo-

.tirion, to suggest that Nigerian terrorism
and Nigerian terrorists cannot be "flushed
out" the way you flush out foreign in-
vaders. This, for rwo main reasons. In the
first place, the terrorists are Nigerians; and
in the second place, if you insist on the
"flush out" mefaphor. then Nigerian ter-

rorism cannot lx. ll r r slrr.t I ( )ul without fl ush-
ing out the Nigt,r r,rrr \l,lrr..ln(l t lrr. Nr11.r i,rrr
ruling classes is pn'sr'r rt ly r ( rn\r tr r rr r.r I Yr,t I

see now! While some lor rus ol Nllir.r i.rrr Icr
rorism are poverlv ,rrrrl illr.rllt.tlrty
driven, and' lolloli tlrt' Slr,rlics';,1..q1s3p
maxim, "that clistrihrrt ion untlo cxcess and
each person hath crtouglr-....", some others
now either corstitute integral parts of the
Nigerian political economy or are new
fronts of political strugglt': inr rr t lass ,rnd
inter-class-
Ilabot ;rl itrg ol r I lrr, 1,1 1.1 r.r lt rrg rr rggr.s I rorr. I

s.tirl l lr,tt Ntlir.t t.rtr "l111r11rr.rr r ()nultuntly"
tr{rw Invr'\l\ itr Nt1q,,t t,ut lr.t I ol t\nl ,rs tlrr'y iir-
v('sl in, s,ry, lhr.orl st,rlor, Ilrc "lool sol-
rlit'rs", llrr' prolrlr wlro.rctu.rlly throw llrr.
Irorrrlrs ur pull thc tri,jl{cr, are Iike t.rsu.rl
labourers in the oil sector - ooorlv remu-
nerared and easily dispensable. Inihe sec-
ond part of this discuision (lrrly 21, zon), I

advanced another consoliJttitl I't t\)tt.\i
fiorz: "l hold Nigeria's ruling classri arril t ht.
Nigerian State, on the one hancl, and the
Nigerian Left, on the other hand, responsi-
ble, through acts of omission and coinmis-
sion, for- the escalation of Nirerian
terrotism. The crime of thr. Iatrt'r (t'fi,rt is,
the Nigerian Left) is thar it coultl rrol t Ireck
the "excesses" o[ the lormer (thar is, rht'
Nigerian state and the Nigerian ruling
classes), and could not absoib and could,
therefore, not re-channel rhe forces of

power and popular democracy - alt houglr
uitimatelyit is. The primary responsibiliry
,,1 the Niieria Left, i perminerit and rrr,i
rlrrt rlrlt'responsibiliry is to pull tugellrt'r
,r rrr I "r,rt iorralize" all sections ol opposil iun
t(, llr('Ir (.\r,nt social order, this iniquitous
strt i,rl rlllt.r. in a gigantic struggle for self-
lilrr.r,rlrorr. llrt' power of the oppressors
lics p.rr tly on Ilrt. tlivisions - on whatever
bases irr tlrt.r,rnks ol the oppressed, and
the ability of the oppressors to mobilize
s('ctions of the oppressed in their effort to
pr r,st.rrt fireirfight as our fight and ffieliin-
Icr 0sls,ls (.[,, inlr[es(s.
I rrr,rv now,rtltlrt.ss rrryst.ll lo the Nigerlan

/ r'lt. I lrt lt-u t t' ol wlral Karl l\,4arx and
I'r it'rlr it h lingels said 1848 has not abated.
I)o you lt.cl t,mbarrassed to quole Karl Marx
in 20lt when mos( of our frontline public
commentators cannot end any piece with-
out tellins. us what an American uresident
s.rirl evenlefore Marx was born? For me, ]
anr not embarrassed. In relation to our re-
sponsibiliry, Marx and Engels may be para-
phrased: "Revolutionaries (u (.
d ist inguished from t he popular masses a nd
their olg,dnizations by this oni.y In the na-
lional struggles of the masses of different
countries, revolutionaries point out, and
bringto the front, the common interests of
( he cr-rmmon people, independently of all
nationaliry; and, in the various stages of de-
velopment which the struggle of the
masses asainst the exoloiters ahd oonres-
sors has t"o pass throupih, revolutionaii'es al-
ways and everywhere represent the
interests of the movemcnt as a whole." You
may "domesticate" and "motlcrnisc" this
pronouncement as you wish.

We are all harassed and threatencd by
Boko Haram, armed rohbers and armeil
kidnappers, and sometimes by armed se-
curiry agents. But our perceptions, our at-
titudes and our responses to these entities
cannot, and should not, be uniform. A cor-
rect attitude of the Nieerian Left mav be [or-
mulated like this: lf a misinfornied bur
aggrieved, compal riot approaches you in a
dangerous manner, shooting rather indis-
criminately, you have to prolect yourselI
and others first, and then educate him or
her. ln protecting yourself and others, you
should not aim at killing, but at disarming

and arresting him or her. If he or she is
armed, but not shooting indiscriminatelv,
you shorrld simultaneoislv aim at educa"t-
irrg and disarmlng him oi her. These are
gr'noral lormulas whose application de-
pends on the concrete situatibn.

But in neither of the two scenarios
sketched above should vou fail to concede
that the "terrorist" has ienuine reasons to
be aggrieved. Afrer disalming the "terror-
ist", you should tackle the-originating
grievances from the roots. This is the atti--
tude Nigerian Left should be advocating to
the Nieerian state. ln the second oart (lulv
2t, 2ol1). I supplied five diflerent aifinit'iont
of terrorism. For lack o[ space I omitted a
sixth one which ought td have been our
working definition --coming from the Sec-
retary General of the United Nations in a re-
portio the Security Council on March t7,
2005. The Secrerarv General defined ter-
rorism as "dny action intended to cause
deat lr or serious bodilv harm to civilians or
rrorr-combatants witli the purpose of in-
t inritlating a population of compelling a

llov('r nment or an international organisa-
tion to do or abstain from doins an-v act".
AIrer a brjet historical survey 5f Ni.'gerian

terrorism and a presentation of an inven-
tory of terrorist acts in Niseria over the last
few decades, I closed lait Thursday's in-
stallment with a question: "Will you, and
how do vou. fashi6n a sinsle wea'oon and
mobilize tlie human an'il matirial re-
sources necessarv to fisht this comolexand
hyd ra-lreaded mbnste"r cal led terrorism?"
Fronr all we have said so far. the simDle an-
swer to this question is that you canhot ef-
fectively respond to Nigerian terrorism
with a single weapon, however well de-
signed. Beyond this single-sentence an-
swer, I would also suggest that since the
current Nigerian state enters any rigorous
definition of Nigerian terrorism the cur-
rent sociopolitical dispensation can at
most only check and manage Nigerian ter-
rorism. Only a new social order, a popular-
democratic and emancipatory social order
can create the conditions for an accelerated
"witherinq awav" of Nigerian terrorism.
. Concluded
. This column will be on break in August
2011.

fr
l

T

--i

I

tt'
l-.

,l

ii
,il

$
fl

fi

I
t

{

{

I

I

to come back


