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Reflections on party combinations
ByEdwinMadunagU sentelr((':i. llr, rr,1 ,1,,\\rlvu,r'rrt tluoughlhear-

'|arEannouncemcnr ur ,, *.1{"l.ol,l:.r,lil.,lg:L_ lliii lll;:l] lll:; L l ,1i,,,, ,lil ,,,1i,, llli ?,:ifiil:il:Iposirion parries in Nin.rlr-,j.,r._d:ueloprieit Ii:if'f'r' ,, s,rg,, rtr, r.rlt1 rv,,r ..rrr,,tr,.,l. I p'oned
llfl-l:::ll-l:q_oljiicarro,l,^Tl:l:lL:19ryy i,,,,,'w, ,.,rrJ ,rr,,, ,1,,,',, ,,,,,,,i,,,',, .,r,,rnctriedInlnecounlrycanlsnoreordismisswithcyl]icjsm io,i,,,lt1 l,,,.,,r,rr,rr;,.rr fr,,Lf *l ,i ,i,it nill latis_ol tire rype: "ihev ali,vavs do rhis whenever'a maror ;: ,""
electionipproaihes".i,es,"they"alyir.:1?lg,ll:,' "n',1 ,,11,.,,,.,.,t r.,r,r,,,.r)r,,t ,rr,rl rr,t,rrr(,r\t)ir,roalirions,alliances.mersers.wor.l<urg,rgrecrlt.rrt., ,*,1,1,,,ru,1,,,,r,rrr...\l.rrr,,l,r.rst,rt.rrtr,rl l\lr(,t (otetc,andlhemoreunchar"itabiet,)tnnr(,nlilt.(,t\r).r,,u ,,., ,1 1(,,,.r1 r,.l,t.rtr,), wr)ltlillrr,: .,tit.rt.,Ic
alsoremtndusthatthevalmost ilrv,rri.rlrly 1,111 r,, :.. .]
achieveiheir:mil;;;;;;:;:.',i,',iil;ill,'i,,; ;';':,1:' rlt "r'trr.r,rr"r't"rr'rr\rr['\rrrNlgtria.artlrouqh
r.;riGrh;i;;,i;;ffiuifiii;,::ii,;;;,,,',:,,',,i,,,',; l'1|,','ii','1i,, '',;;;;'l;,;'',r,',',li,lll"f!$t?ii:d,istjll-bornormortallvslck'rlrrl,l.\vlr,.rr u-,.t,,,r,. l]'u'.,i,,,,, rrrl,r,llll,.rlsrrrrgglt,r.Asasratemenlgranted the cvnics and D,i.,sirrrr.ts t,lr.rr,,lrr,, ", ,ll',',.i,,,,,,,,\ l,r.tw,r,, l,,,llt,,..rl l).l.ties,gtorrpsmaystill insist:tharwea16,.,lrr,rrrrrlwrtlr.rrl,lr-, I ,,'i,l',i',1,n",,,rr,\rrrNrll(,rr.r,nlrr.rh,ssta(en.)ent

i#il:rt,whirh 
rules o.l llrr, rr|11r,11 .t '\rrli,,, i."lriif yr,r,,,,.f f 

' 
rr.rr(.. Many politital analysts

,Liis.*fl,1H'.?Bl".ii?#Jlil:Xxlll'l;';lli,llllil1' [],jil'iili;ii:ii*l'litl;iffi"t".'lltt'.gl*';;tr,'.'wrnp.?i.ii,['ii"iiriiiiri.;.]iJ;i,^.iiil;,1;il, i,ili;',',ilil','1 ,;l'i1;,::Xll",ili,"i.,li3#;-i,:rr.iquenessrci)ecungtheendurirgnr.rrc()t Nrr,. i;;'ii,::l,,,,.rrrr,rri)l,r,risrrr,itlrerr.eligion.nor
iliJ,.'i5Jlifl;l#JllSlj::mmtfllll',i:,ll|,,,itll', lriiliil,;' ,, 1r 1',,,1,1 r,r,,,'r iir,iout,,t,ug.
Lh..ruringciisies,;;it,;;;;il;;,i,;,,,r.i.iiir,,,,, lil",i,]li,l;:i;,,;,,1;,,i,:,11,!11:;,i,ll\::liil::liY;the hisrolical and political .?l]r,]n:r,y1:.)r ,,,, rr',' ]'i|'ri'. i,,,,,r-\ rtr ir rtr,.rr ' r,,, r,t,,,,t,,!,i,al.iifr(leothet. And.-givert'changes.it)-(ujtlu,clrrr(,\,,,1 i,,1,'*,,,,,.l.rrrr..t,rrrrr..tlr,.t,tlrr))il\,(,pl(,\D*rit-
ixiif,i-,,.1l,'::,::11,,1:,'?13;ll],'J',';?;?".lxii'1,'l':; ;,;;,',';r,',,';,'i;;r,',,,,;','i,.'4liii;,','u,,8,.,.or
rrcarrhycniiaf--;ii;;;;l:i;;;ii,iil;;J;,'i,',i'il,];li,,l,;il:;,i,, ri:lli;;jl,l\,i,,llt,iFllf::

lll';:iii},li|.?3;il#,3i:f,$.:Ese,we.ca,rror il:;;11,,, rr*. i,r,r, ,,,,r ii,,iu.iiuiii porirjcar

Ht,i*itrisr:;x1i]:[{{Jifi$:F}:.ii':: iil:il:],iiilr,:,ll;#;ilnllii[tx;.'11"#
pnlw*,:",""'l'*tvr',x"#:m?#i',P#;i,nl;lllltx:Uln''"*:uuff :lffi
try ar the mornent js qu jte uni

ilili[1i.fi [[H"i;;#,H:;],ffi $p]H**fl ii;i;dffi-..",,,,Ht

n*l,,gfltu#f*#fr,lnffi ffi*::mm#ffi fi#e
,,,.rii iaineaLyiti.tp",ii,,r|i*"r",,i.,,-iili"ijr",I calideology,properlvsocaiied,go'e"sfunherto

l]]i.l'fii".Hifl:?littl;l[i*]il:,ilil$r* iJfH:,lii;,t',3H#i:,H:;1,"i,*"i:,*:'H:
uo)ui,i,,?ryii,o,,a.i'iii;ji;iiii,l,'vJ'l'll5l',1;I,1fi i,Ti:;T,li.1;lj1:,1,lililt,llru",,y,.X

i{:qp.gy goes beyond its class base wlrr, Ir tlrlv.rll l,'r'l rlrr ir txrsrorrcr rhrcarerrecl or havt- idcn
:,o-Yl9Df 

verynalTow andspeakslrr.tlr, rr.r rtlt(,,1,i (ir)rrIr{,rrllrrrucdiltcenenry;orthattheirv,rr
,i?til^,1:.:lltI_.il,^ 

l,r^,1 
y9,u, savior r I ". jor r) 

,.r 
{ ,r) \r it r rcr u res' do r la mor ioicornbinar i{rn, er r .

,ltlsDecaureanideologicalpnlttrralgr.rrlvad lhesr..treall"positive"reasons.TurninsLothcnepa.
cressestnewnolepolllydlldrlaitnrlo.tePrc. live.itnrdydl\obethatthecombinatioii tiilrrnrm?il
::lr-r^l]:l-r.eg_Tgnrs no\ryevcr (onrrddicrory by opPorrunjsnr or "rnarrjage of conver:ierrLt.,; ortneasplrat,ons\^'ltlllnth,atpol,ry al)d,il il evettasuddendiscoverythatiheyllavenoirietorur.l
gets t opower, rules overrhe whole polity a nd able ideological differeirces after'all Illol a lractlon ol l( ortrle parrysupponers Onequestionthatisbound[o(orre].lDinthcie/i.(,\.
dlone. lnattneDarfvisabletosoinconrbirra- oeciallvinthecirclesof academicsarironqrhe';,r.
l]g"f ; 

t,gt m e put,this potnt differen r ly ana, ia,neth6r rhe pamy corn bjna rion t har ha s iusl bcs n 61,nopefully' more clearly, since jt can be easily nounced (ACN, iPC, ANPp and part.Alr6htis A '.pood

T^,1,-nllTI"199_lhereateseverdlcontradic- thing".tharis,aprogressivepolirical devcloprneiirt,,r
1"1:-1lY :l}ggies goirlg on sinlultaneously the nation as a whole.lh js a responsib)e {ucsrrorrrn 

-soclery: 
c,ass,, gender, generatio.nal, occu- the rype rJiar orly rhe ref can as'k - provjdid ir t1rt,.

pf ,l?l1l ir^y:]|1: TllBoyl ,,nq .thnic. Each nor degenerare into a.srcrite academ ic exer c is, , r L.oI tnese contradlctiolls alld .Ihe resultat)( ry?e tl)at late Co:nrade Tony Engurube used tu c,rll
ITFqfl has jrs,own,rerrain, Ianguage and ,'iiteilecruat mastuiil;;;;.'Mt;%siriiamrrudcis r,,
I.r,I99::I-Yj Rol]1,,.91 

struggle occupies the abstract a.smaller question froiri the larger onc, anrlwo.esr.rerrarn, nas the mostgeneral language that srnaller quesrion is: ,,what elfecrs _'inrmed jat"
irnractapDroDrratesalrrantruages) anduses_ arddistant-iithecombinationlikelvr,,l,r,rliri,lirr
a) I methods 

1 
includrng, i n pinictto r, inor. oi ih. p"l,r1frellglonand.ethnicity). 

. Myresfonseisfirst:rlrar llr|il,rrq,.l ol rlr, \ilr(.rrtlo Llse d tecnntCdl lonnuldtjon:Iolitical IeadingollPrrrrriilrr I,,trti(,\ irril,,,l'rrrg {( ir.rrtrlt l,r ,

Jomlatlon_as wnoleWhereasothet srruggles r"rrJitrll,l,rrslr,trtrlr:rlr,,rr,rrr)p( l)(.jnptDorLr)orllrli\r
arewagedat thelevelso[socralsegnrentijtis rl,.,rril,,.,,l,li.r ,]'l ,t,t tj,.r,i,,r,iif,.,iriif,.-i.,1.,1,r,r,.,
DeCaUSe ot tnlS.,nalure Ol pOlltirs, politr,.rl |,,1111,,q1 l,.rrtt,.\, lit,,UI,\.trrrl tendenrjes rlti\ lt(,vJstruggleandpoltt,cal ideologylJtnl ,ll)('lirr,,rl ).rr1i, l,,rrr\ r\,rl,l1l,)(lr.ru,roitsell tIc11or.eD<ltrr),r)
Part)l,lllttssenousalt(l\eli-conlidt,nl,rlrorrl,l rt 1,r,,,,rrr,,.. Allllrr.,rrl,oursc,dependsllrrvlrrtlrr.r
DeaDleloswlma(ro\\(1,]s\,(.tllllr,.rrt,,r{,rr.rl, llr, rr,.ir l,,rrt\ AlJl,t ,rHt(.5slvcLodgr,ss Ai.t.,rsaLI.
rellglous and S,cl.l(l(l lrrrt.tttrl,urcr .ur(l, trl l(,'rn\r\r'rr,l,rrrlrp.rtrgslndtlrelriipalsosrrnhvesit:
9^"]ll$j9:l1t].,,1d its nrernlx'rslriI l)r'v,rr(l ir\ ( il,rR'rr ilrr,,rr,rl, ri'i',wlrich jshappeningastheAl,(
soclal Dascan(llrtlttt.tlll,tttr('\,rn(l..tjr,'rlrr'Irr' r"lrr'ilrli l"'il1 Il ,iilrlrtplostonhjppensineithet rrt
cases,ettl(,r'(r.til('tl_r.t Illtltltrtttrtt.htrtrlt.tlr,.tr lr,rtlrr,rrrr;rrw,. lrr-baiktoonedbhrinantnational
ore"rcdlighls".A))jrt,ri,rrrlrc',r{-tt(,rl.llnrt\..r I,,rlv(,1 tl;,.urlingctass*s-whiih-iy'Uean"nUr.lv
seriouspolrli(al partynr.erl rrol lrctokl rvlrr,rr irr.u, I,,1 111,111,111t,ireOonacombil;ii,j;;a;ir;;k;;i
ir.s specifir.conrent,.what makes i1 a diflen,rrt I)l)1, ,r1(l At{.. ljrhel. fiy,l[il;;/,;;iili, not , ..,pany, is being dissolved. \t)r ,r r\r..
Anumberolconclusionscanbed.rawnlrorn '\irrLti rrrricpcndcn(einl960therehadbeenabout

tlrislongralk.oneofthemisr.his:Thefacr rhat rour oihei:niaior patyii,iLiniiionioitir"n .,r.,,trwo or n:ore political oa rtres have &one inro a prod uced ApciTt','. unir.a p,"eiuiii* ti"rir'dfijr,"icombinatiori (alrian& or Jnerge,) does noi (ulin) o1ii,. ri,.t c"prnii., iri.jiioc;iiir" p,ri".,
1,9!9s,sg5t]vl,negnthar"theyhave-orhadno,.se- Ailianlelnnel oiihe-Sionj'n*priiit.i".i.i n.rnorrous roeotogtcatdrllerencesorevenmajor craricparty(SDp)andNationaih"publi.anConven.
ideolosicat diTferences. rr may rarher be tiai rion 0lnci oitril [it;;;; ;;;i;iii#'i*os ,ss:1.the coirbinrng panies share'ideotogiit ete'. of ii,[;;r'i;;;;ijuiririjf,rl*"#cie]iirln.esrupcn
i,^."T.,:.(1"-, :d-y!?q) sutticrenr.to fighr.ro- aldl,pA)andrwoweremergers(SDpanct runc)- -gerner ar a parttcular point in timei or thar .Tbbecontinuednetalhws&y.
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By Edwin Madunagu

'[AIE impression should not bt.r rr.,rlr'rl,.rs is
-l 'eing created noW rhat the lyl)r'(,t p,rlrlit,rl
l tv combinarion rhat has iust ri.\lr!t(irl jn llre
lrrr rlr oJ Ail ProgressiveCongre\s (nlr ) lrar been

.. l ...'. . J..
\('(.n ilt lhe ccuntry since indcn(.il(l(.tr(d in lgEO.
Wc had, in conclirding rhe lirsr se3ment lasr
Ihursdav, listed four ea"rlier maior oa"rN cornbi-
nl r i ons irf the APC rype: t he t lni r ed i,r u'gressive
Crand AJllance (UPCA) /9irsi P,'prrblic), the Pro
iil c\sivc Paffies Allia ncr ( I r'.\ ) (Second Reoublic)
.rnd rhe Scr ial Democralic Rrr'ry (SOe; ofihe Sa-
l,,rnrti.l,r Iransition. Ea, h of rhise pa'rty combi-
nJtron\ was more populisl and to t}e lifi of thc
inr urnbent ruling party or rhe non-ruling, brrr
opposing parry (as in the case ol SDP).

HelonJ thc parw comhinationi descril,,.,l
aboyr', there lvere at least r,vo othertypes ol conr,
hinat iorr: orre to r he nght and the other t o r ht.l,1t
of the political specrrum. first, rhe right: tlrt.rc-
sltnn \e lo I Iri. I 1PC.{ of the First Repr rblic Ir orrr r lte
nlhl was r lre Nigerian Nar ional Allian((' (NNA ).
Ihere w.rs.il\oa responsr, lo lhe PPAoI tlrc Sec-
orr.l Reprrhlic: but thJt responsL'diti ltot ilrvolVe
t lte creatior r ol a new name. For. ds l,l,A w.rs beinu
forrned, thc ruling National Parrv of Nieerii
(NPN ) rr.rs ,rhsorbine fr.rcr ions of rhe Pcople-s Re.
dem[rion P,rrry iPrU;)and Gleat Nigeria i,eoples
Pam (CNl'l').,rr)d r'ven o[ Nieeria Peooles Pdnv
(rufi; ena t lnity P,rrtv of NigEria (UPN) - as prd.
tlit ted by lai 5ol.rr rn rrr lr rs November q, t979 Sun-
rftry lnbrrne;nit IL,, ilrr' rlolen presidenry. Currenr
o1'position Ieader. ,rrrrl .l( tivists would also add
that the NPN was absorbing the electoral com-
mission and coercive institutions ofstate.

The third rype ot party combinarion is the one
that takes place in rhe lcfl of rhe political-ideo
Iogical spetrn"rm. To t his"spect rurir belong radi-
cal socialists ol- v.rrious r(,n(lencies, radicdl
sociopolitical movements antl tlie trade union
movement, which, in the historical contex! had
no reason and still has reason not to be radical
and Iefust. Anyone going t ir rough t he history of
the [e)t, as very loosely defined here, wilI be
struck by the fat t that the Iqft has probably pro
duced more coml)ir)alions than the Ri/lhl sincc
indepclrtlrnce irI t()r,r) oreven since thi start o[
organizcd radical politics in the mid-r94os. I
would, however, dcfinitively add dlat in Nigt'ria

ir'[L o; :ailicai ;,lru] rgi-s,rr,' rrl.', r tl,.,,r r,l
oiogie' etnanaung ironr t I rt, /rir,/ir

Of course, under colonialislt r, , rr y 
I ,( r \( )n ( )r

groupaskingtheccioni.rlistr tor,().)r,lt llt(,
miilmUIn rcspecl.ur ,r(,,,r,l ,,,rr',.r r:,lrr', ro,
the "nagir'9q" worrld rr,r,,..,' ,,r,,r,r, i ,,.r. ri,
C!clr iduildi, iJut !!r Llr )!\ rrr,lr iit lti( lili(l
1940s when tlte [e1t. ot1i.rnrz, ,l rrr rrrrtv rrr Ilr,.
trade unions and tlt ./r L rit l\lr )v'.r r r(.r r I, w.t,.r r

tlculatingand iightirrr,, Ir /rr'r.r/r)/l rr ( l(',u s(|
cialist arrd Itolitrl,rr ,l, rrr,u r,rlri rlrrrrs, li)r'
Rightw.rs rtnrllt IIr, trrt, l r,,'.,rl rlr,. L,,lrrrrr.rl
ists.

Wt lr,rvt. tlrr.rr.lorl lr,rrl tlrrcr. ly;rr.rol rvlr.rl I

lr.rvr',,rll",l 1,,,1rrr,.'l l,,uty rorrl,ll,rtl,,n lu
Nr1,,r'r r.r. trr,, il r\1rl\ il rll, rrlrrrg r l.rr. lr,litrr.ri
IutIir.s r'r,r,r.r ilrnl,tn.tl riln ntrrr c yrupUlisl tlt.ilt
Ihe ol hcr') ,r rrrl thc r IIirrl involving iadicaI l.r,/i
qrrrrrl;s .rntl lont).ltions. We may lorv Irxrli .rl
lhom to-lt,(,t h(r .l nii historit a Ily. l'o r l, r r lrrs w,,
Ita,'e lu hcartn rrrintl tlt,rt IrilIV(,,iltl,lrr,rlrutI
dnd its olposll C, rjl<roct,rt ior r., .rr rrrilI I rr. rIl r,r-
rated. llri.i is. iu t)ol lU\t lr,'r.ilt\,,. l,rgrr,r)ly,
(OmbinJliot) isn,,q,rtrvt,rlrssrx Ltlt,,n,rD I( r)n-
versely Llttt Jlr0 lr|r rrrr,.r.\'r.rv ilt.tl,,r I rliltl)l
n.rtion Ol Iil,lln\lt,.rjrt rrrlrrrr,, ,1,r., I,.1ilt, ,

produces conrl rtrtat trrrrs or /,ur, I r lirrrrr l.rt r, rr rs
in Other nl.tiD5l I r.,tIl lor rr't,rt r,rrr'.,ilrr1 .,,r |].,
tirne-s also i r r llrc /.i'/l lor t r r.rt ior rs. l t r r r, ry.t lso I it.
stalcd here tlt,rt lri.t,,rr,.rlly, rlrr'Nrr,r,r r,rrr /,J/
ot morf !ol I r'( I lV, llrr' lIrrr Ir.rrr v rrr tl,r. Nrrlr.r
iJn Iefl lo r,r'hir Ir I 1,,'lorrr,, lr r,l r,,.r, r,.rl rr'r,,.r
vigorously to "bourgrois rorr rl)ir r.rtior r" wlrrlr
it wanteda pdnl(ul,it l),1 lV()t ( r'nrl)in.rlt,'jr ti)
be defeated and not ir,'t,,ss,u rly wl)r.r) rt (lr.
sired the vittory o[ : pan ictrl,rr p,rr lv (,1 ( {)nr.
Dination. I his str.l(.gy r)1,)y r r'nl(lirr, ur r,rt lrt.r,
re-assem irseil, d. pcntlrt rq...
t he foliowing abr rdgt'd vr.r sirrrr UI, rrrr rr.rr r,r.

tive can be divided into five lrroatl his(orical
periods, startingfrom 1945, which I designatc
the beginning of militant nationalism, pror>
erly socalled. It was also the year o[ the-coli>
niil fuchards Consriturion and the vear t-rl r lri.
General Strike t hat announced r hd arrival ol
the Nigerian working class as a liber.rring po
lirical agenry.1 he periods re[erred to are: [9<s

res2).(r959 .l9bs), (tq7e - r98l),(1989- tcgl)
.rrrtl (tco9 2or ;).1 he ir rst period, (r.;+: - tosz),
wrrnessed rhe lblloulng farty or group com-
bina(ions: the ailiance between the Zikist

,1o!'ement, the Labour i!{ovement (or rather
rrs r adical.- ien jstwing) and a quasi-religjous
:tr r )up.called the National Chuich ot Ni[elia;
tlre alliance bef".:een the Zikist Nioveirenr
,rrrtl tlre National Council of Nigeria andL rir1,: r)on f \if\.if ). rnd tha rll;r r. r. r-or r,,..-
, r,, 

., 
.r I,,,lrr l\lL,vemeni (radrc.rl _ ietiist !\.ing)

,rrrrl tlr'.NCllC.
ltcyond all these, however, is the fact the

N( N(., which emerged in 1944 and other
"ror)strrrril0lr.rl" p,rrties that emerged to-
!v.lrd\ I I r,. (.r l( I r rl tl rc Period tr nder co"nsider-
rtion, rrrclrrtlrrrg rlre AG, th.' Nonhern
Peoples Congrels (NI)C) and Northern Ele-
rnents Progressrve Union (NtPU) were merg-
rrs or alliances or federarions of smill
groups. Some notes here: The Zikist Move-
rnenl was not a youth wing ol NCN| . il:u
iuutlr iving of NCNC was ihe Ntllt YoUrlr
Vanguard.Although the formanon of rhe Zil<-
ist Movement in 1946 was insotred bv wh.rr
r ile youth hrl founders sa,,v a s r lie n ced io 1 

,, , ,

tect Nnamdi Azikiwe, the NCNC leader, fi<;rn
, olorrialist ryirch-hunt and orooaEate lris
r rcw message of freedom antl iruricin ) racial
l r itlc, the relationship brrireen the n,uo or-
g.rrrisations - rhe NCNC and r he likist luove-
nlL.Irt - was characterized most of the tinte
, 1,.. l,rr r cr existcd (i946 - I95oi, by rurbulencc,
Ir r r 'l I. rt ion and somet imes, binerness and a
leclirrg of abandonment and even betrayal.
At r he root of this was what the young Nige-
r i.rns in the Zikist movement saw as NCIiC
l, r.lcr'h ip's nghtist, consti rur ionalist and ac-
( ( )modationist slide ata rime rhe Zikisr Move-
ment was becoming more rarlic,rlizerl hy
colonial persecurion.
The t9s9 Federal Elections, which tool< trrlc

riJI Nigeria to independence on Oct()l)r.r t.
I9t'o was a threerornered fight between thc
Nrc, tite NCNC and rhe Ae. Wilh each o[
theseparties were is allies. ln strict terms,
therefore,wewould sayNPC bloc, NCNC bloc
.rrrd At, bloc. The NPC-bloc won a pluraliry
Irur not a majoriry of seats in rhd federjl
House oI Reprcsentdtives. In the parliamen-
lary svstem lhat was handed down bv rhe
Brirish, a coalition government wds theri:fore
ineritable in the iircumstance--Ihere uerc
four possibilities: an NCNC -AG coalirion or
an NPC - NCNC coalition or an NPC - AG coali-

r ilrt, ur a na I i: rrr.il 3or ..r r rment embr;ciirg t I: r t hrec
blor s. An NPC - AL collirron was ruled ou"r ob iriirio.
The ideoloqic.rl q;p h+r *.'err rhc nvo oarries w;;
sim 1!v u n 5ridqr.rlrlr. 5o;r r,, n, , jrr ;ca I historians ha,:,,

:lgss:i.:.I:1.i.1lh"xyr,.,li.f :.,,ati{ino.111o.1ti--r,
iirrirr tjrc;\r, anti rhe NCNC ro ac(.tui.e a inoioiiw.
It r\drrli(ult robelieverhatthisln .,:tioiwaise

riously or cvcr t ot)remplated: it would have r hrcar-
ened.nor onlv t hr' , rppro tching indepenclent e h,rr
also the very cxisl(.1)re ol J n.)ticn ihat was vet ro [.e
horn. One othrr ol)tion, rn NCNL .\C coalition la
coalition rhat cxcJtrrled rhe NpC) s'ould have been
orriy a Ccgre,: les. C.rng,.rorrs tu t,re coloniali,i
guided road, to. independrnLl' r lr,rn I he option of
"buying off". lhe criric.rl p,rrnl rn rhe eniire m;-
noeuvTe is that the A( itur) Gr0uD Ie.rdershin's
strong ideolcqrcal st,inc', in : lris r r r.rri rl r,l tu,rlition
\(v(rcly ljmilcJ tlr.'prrrrrrt,r,,r r,i ,'r,, rr-t.uis mtlrrutr.-
t're: the pany categorir ally l ti, tj or rr bot h,: national
gcvemment arld dn AG N I,C coalition. So, onlyone
prlr ilc,rl possihilin rve < l,'i r : \ pC -\CNC roalirio,r.
i hat was exactlv whar h.rppened, and ir ushered iit
a series ol events AC cri;r<, treaso;able lelonvtri-
alq, census crisis, tbr mar rolr of UPC.\ and NNA, iq64
federal elect;ort trisis, "repneve' ir, )rr"l t1,ttr,)nJl {its-
asler. death and farcical retre,rt i,lr,,l r rr,rlir iorr, tlrr,
1!155 Western Regional Elecriorrs, (lo\(r'r)t lo ch..los
.rgatn, ar:d thc January L, t,,i,r' ilr, {,nr lu\rvr.r orrp
d'etar.

What happcnerl lr|l lvr.r,r r J rr I l,lr y l!, tr)6(r,rnri Oc,
tober l,'1979 lvlrlrr .rrr Nl'N I tri, r.rl (;ovrnlrr)er)t
was born unrlrr l'r crrtlt trt \lrt.lrrr \lr.rli,rr i is not part
()l thi'srrlrj.r I l).rltr't lrt lr.. Iirt.\r.rorrtl liepullic
(l(,/,) l,)).1 t),,rw t I r,. I rrr I Ir r,l lI rrr,,r, rrivr, l,ariies A]-
lr.tn{, ( l'l'n ).1t, I un.lltilr )lll(, rl,rllr,rrrr (. lx.lween lhe
Irrlrrrr', N,rlrorr,rl I'.ut\, r'l \lr'{.rr,t tNl,N),rrrd frag-
ilr,'tll\ r)l rll,lx,\ttlt,n |.illtr,\ (trtt It,til.tliyg thent.rir',,tlt.tltltrttrrIlr r.irrlrr trt,I'lj{,Ir,( X loherlggg
wltt'tt Gettr'rll Illr.rlrrr r r ll.rl',1 r),,rr l.r'r r r r r lrt.rry regiml
t tr.rtcd tlte"litrlr.lo I lrr.Jr.ll" \rx r,rl I \.rl(x r.iricFalry
(SDP) and the "h tt I. t(, I ltc r igltt" N,rt iorral Republi-
can Lonvention { NR(.).

Someone has rclt.rre ,t ro the newlv-fonnetl ApC as
the "nev/'SDP Yes, therearea coup[e ofelements in
common. But lhere is at least ohe more reouire-
ment for the APC: It has to show rhar nor onlvis the
slofur.guo Iotally bankrupt (rvhich is thc caie), bur
dlso that tlle A.l)C is a historicallv Droqressive wav
lonvard at this moment,and rhat it isihe onlyonel
. Concluded.

) t. r:.
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