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By Edwin Madunagu
-rHis is the continuation of our thematic
I review ol' what has now come to be
known as Niseria's Founh Repub.lic (born
Mav zs. tgggT. ln the first pan of this exer-
cis6, which appeared lasr Thursday, we re-
rrisited the excessively opttmlstlc'- Dur
nonetheless reasonableiconteption of Gen--

eral Obasanio presidenry as a uansitional
risime. That tiansition'-together with-its
rw*o extensions, is now in its 12s year! After
the "traEsition discussion" I raked up the
once-oopular. but now almost lorgotten'
camo'aidn for Sovereign National Conler-

""i*?ir.ltt. 
I will starl fiis second part with

rhe cbnclusion of the discussion on SNC'

A"t i;iiia" this with the re-presentation of
three DroDositions I advanced on the subject
in a seiied of articles in this column berween
1999 and 2ooo.-Prioosirions on the SNC (1999'2ooo): one:
"A Srivereim Narional Conlerence, or SNC, is

conceived"as a conference of the Nigerian
oeooie. as Nigerians, not as representatives
bf elhnic gr6ups, for Nigerii is far trom
beine a ufion bl ethnic'groups. and has
nevei been so." 7wo: "A conference is sover-
eisn ii. from tt e moment it is constituted, it
be?o;naa independent in its operations, de-

liberations and decisions. The manner ol its
ioniutution aoes not enter into this defini-
tioi'rhree: "A Sovereign National Confer-
ence ii. of course. not ttre only route to the
luture:'bui I see it as a viable and safe one'
ii nce tire struggle of the oppressed and dis-
oossessed musl be a permanent one' tne
isenda must be adaptible to a wide range
oT historical situati6ns and platforms, in-
cludine a national conference-" There is

n"tf in"s that resuires anY revisions in these
ihree u"rooositibns. I re-endorse them as
piopoii tidrs that can only be transcended,
but'not ignored. Thar is. if Nigeria is to sur-
vive.

"Progressives" in Nigerian hittory and -con'
temiorarv oolitics.'There is a current clalm
;;J.-r;"ihit . tenuine bcliel, bv fractions of
conti, nnoianlNieeri.ltt lllolesiional politi-
cians th'al "piogr?ssive folitics" a.nd "pro
gressive goiern-ance: are on the rise, once

asain. in Niqeria. The claim and belief are
ifioooned, e'ven if cautiously, by fractions of
thi inedia. The concrete basis a nd manitesta-
tion of this idea are said to include the re-cap-
ture of stolen electoral mandates in Edo,
Ondo. Ekiti and Osun States' and, partly as a

resull of this. the noticeabie expansion. in
membership and morale currently being.ex-
oerienced bv some anti-PDP political panies.
if rhe zort elections are "free, fair and credi-
hle." so claim rhe optimists, this rise in "po-
Iitical progressiviim" will be positively
confirmed.-iiifr"^i1tt"" 

.*bark on an immediate inter-
rbeaiion of this optimism. I think it would be
."8ie us.lul to degin with a theoretical re-
,ie* of p.ogressive-politics. My references in
this exercise include: The proceeolngs oI a

i982 seminar on Tovvards a Progressive Nige'
i;a:EskorTovo's descriprion o{ Lumpen capi'
ta,lism in his September 20. 2o1o, Calabar
lecture, Proiect Nigeria: the,lourney so fir:
and Biodun ieyifo's essay, Wellareism tn a ren'
ii"iliai", Fhiemi's reil and symbolic chal'
ienees (Talakawa Liberation Courier, Ihe
Cilraii", November 7, 2oro)' What I jntend
to do is to take an invenrory ot key ide.as. on
"human progress" and "progressive polltics'
that I shire,ind with these interrogate cur-
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r r rt have been Irv,ng lo construct a uni
VV versal. liberal ind"inclusive delinit ton

{ or hierarchy o[ defi nil ion\) ol ''Progre\\ ivr "
ind "orosr6ssive politicr," lit \l Ior tt \ "wrr
sake.'and secondly, lol rlr,' ltlllpr'\t"'t ( r'tr
lrontins.at a latterd;rtc, lltr', l,ttttr llr,tl llrr'
nrocrei.jves are on I l,r, nl.tt r lr, r )tt( (' .IBJI n,
in tYiserral notitits. AtrLl ,'ttl trr.tl,ud ha'
hcen'to pr ocied cont I etely and hjstoricalJy
bv rerisltinc the national seminar on 7o-

iards a prd1r"ssive lli1cria organised and
hosted bv the PRP government oI Kano State

in Deceniber I98z."Last \reek I prtsented the
inlrodurtorv Dar ol thc contribution made
at the conleidnce bv Dr Herben Ekwe-Ekrve
and pan of the corilmuniqu6 lssued at the
end of the seminar.
We shall, this wrek. be proceeding with this

elfort of seeking th e mosr appropriat e lthat
is. contempotarv and historically deter-
mined)definitioir bv "visiting" some othei-
Dersonages, including Biodun leyiio and
Lskor loio. Ihis is essentialty the Laking ol
inventorv oI ideas, on "progressive," 'pro-
sressr\e'oolitics," and" in-deed, "human
nrogress.'' I should however state cleally at
ihis ooint that in this parricular exercise I
am taking invenlory, not ol all ideas, but
ideas that more o, iess express my own
thouehts and belicls dillcrently, and per-
haosinore clearlt. lhetralter, th. next logi
calstep.would b6 to attcml't lrl "lie up" I ho

ideas to produce a dralt Iri rlil' { )l "l Ii ogl u\.'

sive politics" and "progres\ivc A()\'('l Ir,tl)t'('
in a-neoliberal cauitalist economv. in }-ltr
erai, and its "rentiir," "lumpen' and ''pr,.1,,
torv" variant in Darticular.
e iouole ofrnoirths ago, Dr Layode Fayemi

won, via tlre coun, the)ong, bitt-er and cbstll
baltle lu tetlaim the electoral victorythat
was stolen lrom him and his pany, the Ac'
l ion Conqress o[ Nigeria (ACN). rn the Aprjl
zooT su5ernatorial elecrion in Ikiti stale.
Hc wa"s thus inauguraied governor barell
eight nronths ro tTre end ol a {our-year pe-
riSd he uas elecled to serve. ln his assess-
mrnl olthcprolFr(l' ul theIe^ goverror's
admini:tration, I'l oir ((or Biorlun J.vilo at -

irnolrledged Faytntt :' d n,,l:l u[ idcz(. d

qenuine schol,tt .rrrtl,t l)t{,gr('s\iv(' inlell('(
iual" who olll,r ttrct I ,t " t t t. tsr tvl t'ltct ora I nra lt
date in Iil(ili st,rtr'." l utlltcilltttrt', Contrade
IIVil(, l( \l rlri rl. l.tl'r'trtt,tls,, lt,rIl,cns lo he.r
irr,rrr u lr,,,.rr.r p,rJsirrttrlelyallotrt the lot ol
orilirr,u y rrrcn altd women in a skewed, utt
lrr\l \,)(i,rl olLler.'' (Wt'llarisnt tD a rtnliL'1
\ r.) I('. t a y('mi .i rc a l a n d sy4n bo l i c c h al l e nga :."
'1 he Guird ia n, Novernbet 7, 2olo).
Those rvere the credcntLrlsof Governor Kay-

ode FaVemi ol fkili 5tdte. Jt ll( ulated and pro-
vided'bt tsjodun leyilo, ar the former
assumedoll.ice late in iolo. h om crcdent ials
we move to expectation5, also provided by
Ievifo in rhe same anicle: ''ltis almost certain
ihir the ueoole ol Ekiti Stdle will fare consid"
erablv b6trei under hrs administration rhan
thev 

-have 
under Drevious administrations

and probablv und'er any other state govern-
meni inthe lederation.'The areds wherc'the
DeoDle of Ekiti Sl.ale are exDected to "fare con-
ildeiablv ben.r" u nder I'ayemi, accord ing to
levifo and as the Govern6r himsclf said or
hinted at his inauguration. include edutr-
lion, hedlth care deitvery, old age pcnsion
and soctal safetv network. He ir also t\p( ( lo(l
1o "DUt an end io torruoti,rn and friltt d,,n rr

thelsize ol t hc inherited govt l nmentaIa;'1'.r
ratus and tlte re( urrcnt exrrt'ndit tll r llt'tdc{l
to sustaln its bloJled scald ol rtnttttrr'l,tlt,rn
and pecks."
I r()in eYDcct.itior( \\'r' ll)(,v{' l\t,ttltttt'ltil itt!1,

st ill Icmiining nitlr [ti,,,lrrrt l('vili': t,('vt l Irrrl
l.rv,'nti'musr'demonslLllt' llr,tl i(lr',1. tl).rtl,'l
an'd nratter a lot in the world (]1 a 2l ' century
rlr)[Ll] ((OllUm\ nO*,'tOltr',,l i1. uor\l tIisr\
,lr,'rv*1, t. itr tlrl u'olld. csprtiallv ar this
tlol'al crisis [3. serred ln Ir]ltncnsely com-
nlicate economiL ron(lili()ns lor lllc vi't nra-

iorirV of the peonlr In our ( orlntrJ and our
tnn.lnent." L'er me nut tltrr,rdmunrtion dti-
lerenrlv and more Jittttlv: onr treed' ideas
rc conlront and simultaneou.l) ne8oriale
r,rjrh the Nigerian state and lhe NIger !an rti j-

ins classes ind blocs to be able to tlke evcn a
siigle preliminary slep in t'retultng
larimi's'wellarist piogrammc jn Lkiti 'tare,
or even a couple bl siales. Put dillerentll
as.ain, weilariini uncier nenlibetal ienliEi
c)piralism tneccapabl) and. indted. in-rpera-
tiriely, entail-< conr'rcntation and simultan e-

,,rr,. rr'),,,r.rti('n with objectively and sub'
tr.( r r!, I\ , r rl r ( n, hcd interesl. You have tO ex-

1,r.r I lr, , r, I , ,r ( , )lli\ions with capitalism and
rtr lrt,,ltt .r', l.rtr1, l,'gtr.

l,rr tlr, ,rr,,r'l.rrr,,' r,l rlrrttbt we should
l,r i, llr rlIlrrr, .ilrrl l)rl IIr ( r'Il('xt le] fo's op-
('t,'ll iond I ( uil( ('l,l \: l1 ('//.lI I\lll al ld renllel'.
A(( ording 1o Mer riam Wtbctel s collegiate
fricrionar"V, Tenth Fdition. 1991, a uel{are
srrte is a-"social svstem based on the as'
sumDllon bv a poliiical state of primary re-
soorisibiliw foi the individual'and sricial
wellare ol its citizens: or a nation or state
characterised bv the oDeration of the nel-
lare state svste'm." Anil rve.l/irism is "the
comolex ol oolicies. attit ud es, a nd bel iefs a s-

sociited wiih the welfare stale." lt is under-
stood that the primary beneficiaries ol
welfarism are the "disadvantaged groups."
A renricris a "person who ]jr e' oll Ilr( (,llr('

irorrr properlV or se(uril ics.- AIr(i J'r,1,' ',,' '
that iir a ientlr'r 'tatc,.ttr lr,ts Nil', tt,'. "t, r

enur'\ ,ol t ttttttiltg Pttl'lit s, It tr t \ { r'llr.
uvrr-wlt,'ltttilgly ft,,ttt Ir,lvltt"lrl ' t, ttt l

nrarle lrv rxtI,t(tivt'illtlttstIit'r lot lt',lscs ltlt
l,t r)\ll|r l ilrq, tl)llllllA,tll(l ( xtl,lr l l(rll ol min-
rrJl ilrr)r,)rl\ ot lussil lu,'ls. Muleo\el, in a

r (.nl i(,r strtc. "value addrd economic activ-
irv is minimal and the tax-base either in-
sirlnificanl or virtualJy non-exjstent."
t'i,',lessor I slior lovo has also described this
tylrl r,l political eionoml, that rs. the type
rn;tr r,l)crJrrnS in Nigcria. as lumpcn capi'
t,tlisrll.

llle l( un\ "rrl)llcl, "lulrtpcn," "depen-
clent," "per ipher:l," "outpost.o etc, are all al'
ternative de'rriprions ol Nigeria-t1'pt'
econornv. But in eich case we should leave
no one ii doubt that the economic system is
caortalisnr and that lr,mpen. lenlier, etc,,lre
rniali[iers. to dcscribe the exact variJnt or
lorm ol capit alism. \\'e Insist on this cldriry
ber aurc it'ir possibit to theorettcal)y cun-
sl rucr a rPnl ier state or iumpen state that is
not capitalist or is state-capitaiist. We have
sern several tlDes ol socio-economic mon-
sr ro. itie s t !a iriiing ro be socia list simpJy be-
cause they run c6unter to some logics of
ca pitalism.
L'umrin is not a "socialtst"'n'otd UseC as

adjecirve. ii is delined a:'ol. o; .relaring io

di\Dosses\cd and uptootrd individulls ttrt
olf 'lrom thc ec,rn,,tnit .tnd socill t I,ts. witlr
which thcy nrtgltt ttol Ittalll ht rtlt rtlilit'rl.'
trom heri (onle \PcLill( sorirrlrrgit,rJ trrtt
rcnts: Iumoen nrolel a riat, Itr n r p( n ilrl ( ll,', I rl

ali. lumpeh capiralism, ctc. U'ti,rt,rr (' \'t)rr. I )trl

a lumpe'n, il y6u and what you ,ttt'tlritltg r,rtt
disan6e.rr over night with a no tt,t, t alt,l tto
imoiit on the eco"nomv? Whar dI (' I ll()\t hltII
drdds of dailv oaid, nbn-ul)ioni\( (l w0rrrun
and men cnrploved to ss'e( l) llr(' \llt'r'l\?
What are th,' giga-ntir vt'lrl. It' (li\l I ll)lll I( )ll cn-
fgrDfiscr, "t, lrtcc l'lllIll'll\t'\ tlr llt, ilil tct-
tor, fart-1r,,,,1 llrrts,,rll tlir,',' ltaltkr witlt
imn(,stttq I'rrri,lrtr[.,,ttrtl ttrorl,,f our
chirt, lr, .' IIrru rl. tvl tlt.rtilrc ,l Nigclidn
(,rr)rt,rlr't lltal nt.tkrr.1 lrlrrlil ol otlc biilirrlt
,tr,'ll.rr, .rrrrPlv hr huyirrg and selling oil
l,l,', l,' llrrl,irr,ill s|rlots of luntpen capi'
ttlr.,tl
ll( V()ir(l ,,, i'irouvlr'ilgiag the netv gcvernor's

,r, lrr rrr,rlrlL' r iirl,rrtia)s, jndicaLing popular cx-

/ 'r 
1 r./ilons, and offer ing some adl iae. Jeyilo

irr[rmirted a trank p,'oporition rvhich was. ol
Lourse, not intended-to discourage. but 1o

help prepale him for the barile ahead. And
the-oioobsition is: "Lven wirh the best inlen
rioni arid the cleanest administration in the
countrv or even the whole lvorld, Governor
Favemiu,iii never be able to run a working,
nrbductive tvt'itarist dispensation in a retttier
irate of the kilrtt t hat rti have in I'Jigeria "

These are thc i easons: First: rhe money wrll
simply not be available-even if Governor
Fayenii str,, t'ed( in sldlnpjng out corrultion
and statt rohbery or IadiiaIl! reducing them.
l he current oolitical economv, as part ll' ex-
ot e:sed in ttie budgrr, for inslanci, wil[ not
'Dermil the huqe allocation oI resources
ireeded for a welfare Dlosramme. 5e( ord: thc
sovernor will. beior! Io"ng, I un inlo conflict
ivith entrenched caoitaliit interesis, includ-
ins contractors and t rplarns and apostles of
"Ir"ee market." "fi ee tiadc'', "privatisation."
"commerciatjsation" antl "ileiegulation."
Third: he will come into conflict with the
Niperian caDitalist statc..i-curtb: he wiil come
rnio confliit wiih influcniial leaders of his
orvn party and the other arms of his own gov-
ernment.
. To he continued. but under differexa rir]es'
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