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r ion". IVly research Convinc(r(l me, once again,
llr rt tlrr' Nigerian popul.ll i()r) is so ethruirlly
r r rt r'1',r,rt,,d that almost all Iot.rl govemment
.rr r', rr rr r lhe counffy are nrrrrr I i[population-
I trr'1 r.l1r1g7 lflgre simply h,rs to be eihnic co
l),rl,t t,tt ion - however [ar t ItP gt'opolitical re-
sr r r r( turing goes. Ethnic coexisience must
tlr,'r ,.f ore be held as a ftrnd,unent.rl principle
oI rrltional existence Jn(l r l(.vrlounient-

II was at this Doinr rh.rt ( )lr,rr r r lkirne "sooke'
to me through his hook, //r:trrry the lustoinn
an d t hl n al ion : t he W i L e tl u N i ge nan hist o ri o n.
a collection of r5 ol his lecturr's and plpers,
first ptrblished in 2rlo6.Theparticulaipaper
to w/rith I mtke relerence hcre ap;rc.rrs,ts
Ch.rlrter l3 of the book It is titled lhier-ethnic
ll:rrnonv and the development oJ Dcll(t 5ftr/r,. It
w.ls prt's('n I ed ar a "Rerreat of PoliticJl Ol I icc
hoitJt'rs and Permanent Secretaries" in Delta
State governnrent held in Warri from May )t
to June 2, l0OO". Ikime was invited by ilrr
state government to deliver the paper.
While I shall be selecrive in presinting .,,,,r*

kev proposirions conrrined in rhe pa piJr tlic-
taied by my immediate need - | c,,irrrrr"rr.l
the entire paper, indeed the whole bool<, to
the reader. I shall, before long, artcrnpt a
rnor e svstematic aDDreciation ol rlris book.
In the irrter-ethn ic hitrmonv and tltt tlcvL.lon-
mt'nt olDelta S\ate, Ihme siid: "l am .rn Isoio
rrr,ur .- rnd proud t.o be so, though bt.rth irr
Nrqcria and in Delta Srare, I belong to a rni-
rror rrygroup. Idid not make myself an lsrrl<o
rnan. Cod did. We all need to remember t lris
lnlth as we relate one to another". I woulrl
arkl: Ikime also did not decide whowould be
his neighbour.lkime's declaration appears in
t he strbsection titled inter-efhnic dislcirmonies
in DeltaState.
Ethnic conllicts, disharmonies and rensions,

were, of course_,_not caused by particular gov-
ernments in office but varioirs govemments
have worsened and exploited fhem in vari-
ous ways, or insensirively ignored them. Eth-
nic tensions and conflicU Vfiate meaningful
development" and "rhey onse usually,though
notatways,whm apeoplessease ofiusifce is oIt-
raged" (emphasis [kime's). lhme goes on ro
tell us that rirhatever else h'e says \,fith regard
to the subjecr of ethnic dishaimony, thi-s as.
pect of thepeoples'sense ofiusrice b"eing orrr-
raged is the core of my submission'l Hc

copiously elaborates and illusrrates this proposi-
tion.
All ethnic groups - hig,urtl srn.rll, dcveloped and

under-develope,l. .rdvanr.rged .:nd disadvinraged
- "are a product of history', submits Ikime. 'His-
torical events have creaticl all the basic human
groupings - cor:nrries, religions, classes - and all
the loyalties thar attach rolhese. lr is rhe events
recorded in history thar have generated all
the emorions, rhe vafues, the ideals,ihat rnake life
meaningful. that have given men (and women)
somet hing to live for struggle over, die for". (This
is a quote from sources, which were not named in
the version of the paper I possess). Ikime's "atti-
tude Io inter€thnic and intr'r grorrp tensions and
( onflicts is determinctl hy knowledse that in inter-
qr or rp relations, we are not dealing wit h saints and
.sirlners, but with sinners all!" Again, the author
goes on to elaborate.
Obrro Ikime offers this [undamenlal orooosition:

"Quite a bit of the inrer-erhnic rensidns'of todav
lrave their roots in History. Our oeopies need to
know rhat history. Ir is not ihat kiowledge of that
h istory would remove rhe tensions a nd cdnflicts.lt
is, rather, thar b-oth people and governmenr c,rn
tttore meaningfully seek accorn nrotlll ion rvtr(.r)
tltt'y have knoivledge that solrre of I llr.ir l)rr.\(,r)l
problems are the unintrrrrlr'rl rt'srrlts ol ilislory,
not the crimin.rl machin,rrions ol thrir neigli-
bours, it is often r.rsie I to r.licit a gre.rter willing-
ness to scr'l( iustiLe and accomrrroclation
without loss ol I.rr r". r\rrd tunher dowrr: "LrnDrres
r ise .rrrtl fu ll. I host, ,rr lvantaged by rod.rl/s pol irical
,rrr(rnt(,lnPnts r urrld lose that ,rtlvant.rqe when
I Irost. political JrrJngements change. A ionstant
r elerence to the day when circunt stalrces favoured
one group over another cannot, and does not,
solve the problems of today. If anvrhi ng, such con-
stant relerence intensifies ihat pioblems."

What is in a name?, asks Ikime. Quite a lot, he ar-
gtres: "The names we give to oolitical srouoinss
fike local govemmenis can tje proble"matit arid
conducive to strife and so inirirical to develoo-
ment". The Iocation of the headoudrters of seoDL
Iirical entiLies can cause rhe samt oroblem."wliile
not opposing rhe conrinuing existence of the rra-
ditional insdtution, Ikime str:ongly argues rhat the
role and authoriry of tradirion;l-rulers in gover-
nance should be locaftsed and rhe headshio"of tra-
ditional rulers'councils should be rotaiona!. I
agree, and thankobaro Ikime.
.-fo be continued ncxt'Ihurulo.y.

By Edr,vin Madunagu
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T'\\I IIilrr.J,.,.in tll( li:.1 regmetrLI pre)('tllr'(I
I- ,n.. itl, i on D,.r'r fr'l L'll n;, cnrxill, lt, '
:r.i,-,.., .,iJ\\.: ri..i.,r i,. :: ,rr'PIr)l( , 

'
r)h;rr :f rrr,. s l'lirlr)r1: Ir,;,'hl:td;icn Jntl ll)t t,.'

alox. The conclusion iherefrom and fi-om rvlr,ri I

had previousl\,saici on the sublen, is that wli,rt
ever'geopoliiical strucrure is idopt,'tl irt tltr'
countrv, whatever gtoilping or lt-[lorlPll)u v(rll
mal tirrnk oi, therc uili Ix'rrrt ('l)lllv Ilrrwt'\t l

smill,where lhe PollUl,rtiorr is ttttl ttttrrrl.'ttt,lt
gene"and'non intligt ltcs",llttI rvltt "ltt ,l r rtlttr'
indigenes" anrl'latt,'l rl,tv tttrltt'.r'trr'' Ittrl'lt,.t
tion? The imp,rsstlriltly r rl r'l ltt r" \r'l t,tr.rl lr rll,.r" I

have conlitt,icrl l', ttI\isl. I ltt' Pt r r; r,' r'r I 1r 1 rr1l,11

democratic rest rllaturil4i l\.l I ( \ l x rt t :t' l t t "t t l t t t tr

disharmonies" and var itnrs lorttts tll ttt.ttl',tttalr
sation.

ln conl inuing this I r'vr,'w I uor rI I lik,' I o ht ilul
up a published btlrk,tt t, I .' llt l\.rll t,l rlllllttlit.l
tibn. iirst, the book: ll r'1,/r' r u t I t tt I I )<'r t t x t,n y

in N ige rit ! fhe st.t n I t h t .t I t t n u( r rt' tysl t' ntr r il
govintLnceat Ih( St.t.\1Irnlr tIr' ltlll llIllll(1II
alelylecommentlcrl it lr,r llrotli,'t t,,r,lrrrl'. l'rrl,
lishad in the vear 2ooo, ti,,s tulltilrrrtt,,l
rvcrkhoo naueis bv exnerts tn thc I'it ld war,rl'
iie, I b', Prblesi, ,rt ,\dr'h,r1'r Arltrlt'1i , r rtr I ll,trt t ir telt'
Ayo rr:ho also c u rt l rii rr tt, r l t o t I " : ./ ' l l,l l 'l ( 'l I r , 

' 
1.

The,"rorkshcn !tr:rn wltl. ll tlr, ir"'l r'lil,rrr.rr, ,l
nxorganircJby*teAlticattt 1'1111, 1, 1 !11r'l'r;r
ment Jnd (rraregic Siudies {( I)l Si\ in I')'}: III
search tur a 

-soctcpol.iri, al sl st em t h.rt rvill r n.,rkc

I'lisena resnond ro the demands c,i th( Inod(l Il
aei". i: wa,a "follow-un Io t-h, Cenlre's lqq l'',4
sfirdier ol rhe role ol indisenous modes ot soc tal
arrd oo[tiu;] otganisations. es|'eti:ll\ curnlnu
nin baseC orsan"isanons and other grasrroots itt-
stirutions, rn*the governance of vJrious ethnic
groupi in Nt'lena until recenrh'."The panicrflar seqment I rcixamined closely
was Cfiapter 4 on aCcount of iu sun er ol tlre his-
ton o[]ocalqovernment in Niqctit fronr tq50 to
lgol''durins, which its fomrncs roi< antl l.ell". I he
i hapt er. t it ia-l Yestarda-t;s hope att.r toJa t s dt.l
Iu;tonntr'ncll'hithcr lot:l s,ori rn,-:rc,rt in .\ice'
ntrl. ,ia. Dlerenred bv Tunde olrltitimi. lie
nt in. ont lu.ion I drew from Oiotr:timi's pai-,er
.,rzs that loc:l government in Nigeria has hardlv
ixl\ted d s 5L]Du lated in I he tou nt n'. . uccessl\ c

Constiiutiorr's since inciependence. and that the
un:t at','r n;:s to ut.rle t hr lutai':,'\ cl nlne;ll q i-
.eii) r'\lll.l..ltel ol govcmnr(l)l t. l:" 11,)ll'l tir('
L-oioni; l admiitistrations .lnij nlii::,trr rt'rii r l r,'s

;tit, : ttril, 1,, 1 1, l, , 
'

11.. .'.rr,,1, ,.,t., , l.l..rrl.'lllil,.lr,luil- lr.u
,,,,,,i,,1 I rrr., l, rrr. I tr;cnd Jl mint ii,.. it
\olr, \r'.,r'. \,)Lirir', I i ji,tll I am. v.'tl]educai,:d.
r r,li r,.r,l . r,i ,r' I :,t''r'lled. ln nr;lltil:. titv
Irr LLr, r, r r .. :.,r!,:'tialt lt,ii-ig o-tstti.;

. r r,r, .. ,r,.r'allth,.r.lilll .:l
llilrr l,,l ,ilr1l,r I ;r riiisl 5hcisain,orktnipr+
lr',,,,r, 

'r 
r,rl ,rr:r i r , ril.tl I tt'd.5ht has a son r|ho is

,r1,,,, .r r.rtlr,ri lr'ltist antl presently a Ii4arxist
t,,r.rr lrr,rlr rt rrr L rtt. l,l,'lrl x'r.rtcl1 \kt'lch the l)lo
frl, rrl rrrl lrrcr,,l itt lltr'sc ((tn)s so that the
il',rt('r ilr,r\ lr'.rssirlrrl lrt lirrttt,t ntcnt.rl Pir"
Irrrr,ol tlrl l,uly lt rlrtcstion. Shc has fbilo'wed
rrry r olrrurrr irr thr' t,ri.irdt.an since 2005 or
I lrr.r,.rl r rrrt .rrrr l,.lrr',rrd hcr lamrly have givcn
r r r r.r rv r,rlrr, , l .rr,l r,r e books. A couplc ol
w,.r.l^ \.tr,,, I I lr ; 

r 1r'sr rr I lr,'r to re:;oond to llte sc-
r irs r rl .,i i r, 1,., i I r.rr I wr il tcr: r_,rr t|e popular4*
tilur,tlit ttsttu(turiDg I 1r.^ proposing for
Nigrrr.r.
IIrcrlslrrrsr'(ame.Shr'.Lru',. 1onsevcralas'

I xr I s ( )l i Irc proposai il, I :.tt' ; :;g: the rourional
1 

rr r'sidtrrryi equal reprexntation in some stnt e
il r\l rl r ll l,,r r\: I llr' fi ve t.f g( \ illldnce Sfu(tul e,
Ir', ' nl r, ,,rlilti{)11,11y ",rhea,lls actrrrs 1l:c
;,,1oI x' ( \r x r, r I I { )r u llr, Llli upy ll'l;vemeni Arab
S;,r rrr1,,, " ., r rr i,r cntique oTmypr'rt'tice. I.shall

I,r ('\' r rl,' r, . lr r ir I).rf,: hrr re5porls( S On o-ly tne
Ir,r.rrI,il,l 1 r,.r,lr r' .,..'(llral I 'l)IcSCn iliOn,
Ir! I r|r :1,\, t r l,t[, . . :t lt( I tttr,tt], I h(f Pf -(r tllal
DlrilIutl,,1 :rlv l,t.l(ILr"I ;lll('l i,.ucs,a\iu(lld5
,,ir,,,,r-,,.. -,1,i.,,', .ntrithhet.rrillb<.1;leJ
irr lirtrrrr'. \\Ir('rl nE!.'>\Jr) arldapproP:Jte.

on t;.,//.rI,ri' ; ..,iJ,'nq' v.tth rot:irtnai
IrL'.irJ./rrl r r rv t r iend :aii:' I ain i::5glec \r tl i,'
r(le,r ul tllt ri,tanonal oresideno. l assuclc yoLl
ar ( U ) in3 lo eriLoL: 1c-r dn on3-iil8 aoj.' ei .d
tron about this idta in \igena- 50 I L-.ink it
would be useful to conrinue to bring in othr:r
ouLsrdE \ oiLes. leE::raton a nd. i huse \1 :l ( ) ol !
posed it- t har is, to piav out tl re corlversd: rdn i n-nri,rt. 

I can rrnarin t,hai sintr ideoloz..al di-
il,i.t n... 

"r. "ii 
l ::crt et d tan tn Sqit)::la nC

it mtght noL tt ot 
" 

. i::l it is ::ttrl , : I ins ti .'' ja I t,l
slrrr- rn somr \\'d\ i 1-n 1u DJIii.inleoldf. r u,lli
fion governmcn:!
On'cqua/repr(.( : :au.)r' :l)c'ard th;. iritir

ree.ardi t,r ctvin! ' : .lt e: \\ ! I h smalier p':nu Ia'
Uc,ns-.-quai reFr:: :iat ii'n (stt, :r as in t-.' Scn'
ate and the Drorc,:.:d coliectir': presi.encv)
most pro':reisii .': t:e l,t:.'w in r.'.unrd :. th.-.i
pr.:rtiie ihis prir..,rir',iIah :. rht ::itei1
Sla'.a( ol .\nrr'li.,t .,rlli: i,.' .:i:.:lllst ii 'iYil,, I
"11( r,1l(,(, \ r:( r' , 1,,'rl,l,,r, i lt't:..1:;r.i.

I t ) j.r r t(t ciiii'-( n rr-rs'. ll'.Jtr larger stal ('\ i r J, I l, l

r).i j1)oie libtral . Sire *' culd therefort pr lL',

n; ,re;op'.rlou, staic. having largct r,1,r ",' i.,:,,ns. ir, ..1i,'tn nl equ,rl I, lll. r,l ,

':, - ilr . tr .' 1'rr, i\'(' lq '1 l,,r r. r ' ,

'1ir::iirlo:l':td i,r .,itt til I';t,tt('t\',illr't:r l,'
.) l.'iiu:,.1 ;.,'lr'.ri'r!(\'l,l,rll,)l

r.:.; rl;ii r 11;,'..1,11 '11 tl,,1l;,r;1, rrl 1 , . I r:

progt.':sivr (l;olc,' n-, uttsll r.tl it r' 1,l rlr'l'
ince'i. she cpposcs t I,( con( epl anrl Irlrcrice
of "electorai college''.
On the .liveriergr.r vcnmental stntcturqmy

friend said she rvas "not won ovef, and "not
only wit h regard to cost". Her algumellt: "ll)
rrl,ri, s wlrcri tl)e st.iir reaches down to lll('
l,,rrrrrrrrnity ltt'cl, rhe s\stem seems lu ltavt'
r r t,.rr rrl r lis,rsllr ".1 lrc er.rmples she could irlr
rr rr'r l r,,lt'ly Pr or rr lt wr't e t he defunct Comntu
illtv I'drtv lepilll('s it'r ('Jsttrn and (('ntl,ll
ruiope, Chinf, and Cuba "wltcrc lltr'p,rrtv
r onl rols communitv lite". The "worsl {'x.l I I I

ple', according to hdr, rr';,s the Ctrlt ur.rl Revc
lrrlion ilr t.lrrrr,r. Whetr she lived in Mexico,
"r l)c parF.'( onEolled thingsdowntothelocal
hiehichoo.is. fu rach ome ilrerewasa change
oi p,rru a hunch o[teachers would lose t]reir
i{ rb\ to membcrs o[ the other party". But she
c(,nceCL'd t hat,'nruniopal governmcnts do
\Ft ur DdrcsiJials bod,:s at the conlmllnily
i, r'e;. e.E. nntlShou;l- 'od t itizi'tt cotrttrtts
sinn, .rfiariou. tnds'. -l,ecotttlnissi,tr', rlt,'
:.-tiri. plavat:arl'.1\ot1lr.'lo,s()ttlr{ltIl(,r I,r,B
erful one".

My lnetrd. hou evt'l; in islr'( I I ll.rl.'l lr' I rrr rl r'

th,i ' -tlc tUttttnl.. (ol' lllrllllly lilt', tl,- lr'sr
'.iiat'.{r.rssroois org.tiiisitru t,tkes 1t};tc". I

agr r:r. lt is tlrr il.rtgt't ( I tl)t stJtl cvtrrtu.tlly
controlling "(..)n)rlrunlly lite', r,r'hich my
frrend warnt'd againsl rhat made me r.ir'(l
tlte itle.r o1 iir(r)il)orJurig contrrrunilt irrst'rl
uit,lt'its,tli,)lI., t lor,tl' t.tnt lrL'1 q:l 11,,;1 '11rv
rr irnr.ntal or.Jrntsdlir:ls irtto lhe lorai gor'
er rlrr.(nl'sm](ture. I lt, ..uggeriicn war made
bv Dt ie Gcgc i:r a n insr:hitul paper, Cra.ijqe
,tu tnJuiny . i.-a! gc,r'mmtn: )v::Li:l in
Nigcia: A cas. for mr.iti-tier local gc','ent'
mirrt iillC/r:... UIatrC rs t hal rr t0, : leO
,-rlc,{ c, Jed Ik. r, rra,, : n N ig.nalM\ Iiend
l)e I i(\ e\ l har, ' lr r: esse:. dal that pul i,'. b: ac-

cr)uiliahie lo .'lleonr Other than til( itt\'
ernn?nt". Sil= expec.'dly cc.ncludec ltet'
n1,{}! lge cot }tn itni(aL ln on a personil :Lrltc.

.rirri th is r r'iat. . , r; a dis--,-rssion u.' har I re.'t t

ir,rViti . i,,t .r ' :q Lir.-: norni :h,' at i.: rrvl
,,t1i,,, 11,1 : f2u :, -'lroltl irrl otrl li l(,

:r('\p: n(ilrl Ltt l; . .'r 'rl .::'::'::
.,.l,lrir 'tirlt. li'.i.:rj,. ..: ;r,: i ".:,..

, r\rn\4'J( lik, Llt,'rritrq,i'-'1... l',r'. .

I lr.rvt r hostn lo('n1.1 tl() r,'lf<-lr'lIrlLt ill 1]11'; pe
r),i 0t \rlt/(/litj.,t \\'lr.ir r. 1 rl' lt:t, i' tlt,-'tt iht'

''l'.:

i,,r', (J('1 rrr)( d nurll iur'.lit, tl:;l mei ii',^'hi::l i

:.r;,ir lily, a5oi6g sDtrut lci,; dec;ices agu? [ can
unly tlarify and. thertancr. ur( olhcrs { ()tlnlLl-
ideas and counrer-proposil tonr t 0 ill lr'rl I r!"1le my
own ideas. orincirilcs atr(l i'ld( llt,'\. ll it in this
spirit that t'norv.irtttuunL.' t I trt I have gratefu lly
.r,lmitt,'d, Ior sell.iltten ogat ion. all sttgeest ions
.rrrrl rorrrtter.ideas. I shall, howrvt'1. olft'r thc lol
krwirrp r l,rrifications and remindcn.

I I t' i .t ilr ural Revaluoon in Chi na (t96GI97o) was
;t, t twtlLtlion in revojuDon, to borrow froiil Regis
I)('l)rc.ltwas whatitwas calied:a Revolution, not a
nolicv dccision, It w&< i mass atternpt from lhe
gr.r\srools, inspired (n '. 

"',.tigated 
!) by Mao, to

drcp.'n the socialist rr' ;luu rn rhal Lriurnphed in
tgai under his lead: ',h;1. !' nas a revoluriottary
struggle to purge j :;, , ';r.r' -reformism". un'
orinii'oled fiberal i. m and burea ucrat ism from
irartvind st te \.ien i're r'vr)lIIIi,)rr.lrl upsurge
beqin to threaten I .' r,'r ,ltllr,,,rJry \tdtc itrel[,
Mjil m,rhiliz,rl lltr' ,r't,l\ .rljl,,rr,lltt\('\ ol lhe
sl;rt r I {) st ( }l) rt, t ol lcl rro tleie r r,;es, lo justification.
I .r r r r or r ly inl rr nrinq.rttrJ explajniirg. Secondlll i\e
,nr' rr,illV srsl|ilr. ultirli t.\, 1'lloDean Culnmu'
,',., I".,, r',,'J1,,,,, s, r;r';.rt ed. and rvliich China and
, rrlr.r rt.ll r)lx r.tl1, ! irui lnlltrent in 'u. ialt>tn,
rornrl, rnism or l\larxism.
You mav rn .rII t he struggle xaged by the Marust

r?7rp, rr, r, rrr ir r r l re Scrrrr i Ur,r-n and $e sm iggi.' of
S.os,rlrr I Irrxembourg on IrVc simuliailruJ\
n (,t)t \.., l,trn\t rr npenair.nl. lt ir-tring I tf"rmi-.m.
:('r r \\ r r r, (lr( l.ltorship, ar.n-(. tttil t. n i dll- )c\lrm.
.rrp.rrrr trl,u.yru m,rt reca]irhat she(and murh
.,rri.r. Inrsliy)irrrirtt'd ilrat 'ueedonr is alwals lor
llr,' o1';.rr111r11,. lrtatt<e st,'lponers of govern'
nrent a.rradv l,au' it'. rhat Lhe suDDresstott ol oil
rasiriur pairi(s n'ould rr:nruilll lea,! to the
iuppression of dissenters in parry and srate and
1,lt to l.ill oD|')\illu;l oJFlii\ r\,r. tr,l',,:. Ocliu

..il life- :om'rf.: rounril: I-' r nr'', ;r"6r, -. 11'11 1]'1

.onsecr:dc,n of the ort.'irar:, \\'jtritt in lha Soi iet
;nion r^.as a fundanrenri jit ivr.rng rurn in tlie de-
,, elopn-,ent of tie sociairsr iei'olutrbn tn the Soviet
,rnion with tragic conseq,.reilces lorthe sociallst
:l)rrvem.nt worldividi. Bui \tnat proplgandisis
ril tlr. ..y'l;n:. n/ Li,r:-.,:;r 'i.1r )t;,r\!'i : : !, It\-.

.,,1 ('\ii..t..i...rrt-lta,.l I :' .1,1;i )ll.'.'.:ldit.'.-
l,',',1.. .tlt, . r'lttt.t'.:t . .,:: ,,ri/1J,

,i ()il(. (/i(/

t

{
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Ai#':"*i1s:o:fi,i#,l"theaim 
of .^ o

:i:1xilt?:it*H,'I:*H:rjl# ttgvlews
:if#;:fl #h';fl"H*i3,"r#ffi 

u.:H_!:!t!!"t-kiteit.him",a.corre_ctionor

"y. 
L"d ffi"',i;;;iii;rfr, ,t" rH; iffiB'H'"f:};:i"g ;;;#tgaiH"*?h6ing sought may come fror_r,oT-m?mosicommitte.".ill"{$dilI*.y"4J:t"i.#"&:H}H,r,}.fiH:;

S;*tr:**,H*xl gpffi l,#:ffitr^_t'{^f,uti:;*r#te taken uo certain criteria

h"##:"1*i*#,H:*J!"*HH::l,f;Hlilfl,"B,Hfl#"Tii:Xl"d:
po*ei, *fi"r" by the latter we mean thE *T.Y!.: yfl:--o:"1':---,.^ ^^:r. 4r- ^-
iowerto bringiogether a large mrmber ,-jl,:^:-^",':-q5? -"^14T: i1t:j^^:l-S.
tf thio". and iheiomena. anE lonE his- lnrc[ectuiu woflo renoereo lncr&rslngly

toricd[eriod{undertheielescopef H:S^t-"^ 
oy^-lotolog]cal mourners ano

rr,"i'a"*ii*ti""r"a",liipif,i.r]*, *.tT^"--T-o-l$."rs, walter Rodnev stood

.'iii.i*ip..ii-""Jy-[il*i5fl il"iil::l jE]1":$?*-'."1".:":::il:::J,'{::-
Nigerian Leh. I say "previously" because ::::*t:: i::il}^'P^-T^Tflt"Ti.pI9:
ma3nv actual and o'otintial crifics oroba- scnpnon over ano aDove sravlsn cant. 'He

i,ffi'.;"#f#' ;# ;ffi.t,i ;if,""#i ;. proceeded from attested facts and analy-

uieless. if notlauehable. whv"criticise an sls.,noq rrKe many.otners'-commencrng

entity ihat is dea"d or is dyiig, oq at the Y.t:rITrTo untested lrarneworl{s -
verv least. is in oermanenf'd;.16'i1i;i usuallymadeofsomeone'selsesummary,

Bui as I insisted aid demonstrated earli- irne'sE' or even a Dare.out-or^-conrcK quo-
er in this column, the Lefl - the Niserian 3?l"o^1to-y-t-^tl :Tll-c,']jf-fl: T:i
Left. the elobal Left - is not dead ind is srretcneo' pruneo, Iorrureoa[d orstofteo

ffi *f :.;;,l5**n:1,,.#rui;:i8,.,*W"ffi ltif, 3fl#*!ili{,ifl:i"E!11
nationa.Ilv. the Lefts E u"ririal .""'or"* ^ 

I cannot ngY say h9w many responses

and reiuienation. and its call to servicd. Do)nnKas. c{tqsu.e. attracteo lrom our
rhis is"not a new phenomenon either in 1i?XP:Ili:i1Ti: fI: ll^i":I:i::I
human historv or in nature. ryuu I resPon-oeo to lt' I ne response wuls""$ilff l,i#t"irt*.EiJ."""" to tt " 

delivered on the same campus_in the pre-

*}?:;x"T#*iH$?ts;:ily;*:ffid""Ei{q$frd'.':ffi:,i,i:}::'".?
ilil,1*:.ilTi}:,:*:1,,*?B"tfn'qi'ii#i.HT,"Jffi*',H,1*,ll;
il;[A; tht-&tiq".-"r t]r" il.tl;-tht' JI"^"=!:l^,'?*s, of N!cerl?4. miLers bv
,,inventoru of ideas.. Some "fiiiJ "iil"Jti 

the cotonial police at Iva Va4qy., .Enygy.
criticisms" came from outside the l-efl. lrle lecture was later- puDllsned ]n
others from inside. I shall illustrate the :1"y"' rrogress ancl tts 'Enemrcs' tn
two t'Des. starrins with th" i;#;?: ffi; that respon,se, I conceded, as fgllows: 'I
in r9'8^o I read ine of Professor Wole illi9lo,'y..Tpresseo-Dymrs.(soyrnKas)
Sovinka,s numerous critio,i"r" of t"t i critique. In tle first place it.is,true ,of a

Nhenatt Left. lt was in a'publicatio" :llq: TPI-:r orNrgenas raclrca'l mtellec-

iointtv oroduced bv the p"rit;;'ii;;;; tuals, although it is definite]V notrrue.of
Lnd "Sricialisr Foiam collective. both commltted Marxlst -rnterectuals, the
[;;d-u;i";ityJrr"i"",#bi,TriiilT.sf *^':'I'.']"+-o{Ih^o^T^':,*-lHt*
Awolowo university) and titled, "/"d :ilXi,"":ffi rrttJlil;:$i"rd?:"Ji':

bourgeois, standpointl'
Today, I endorse Soyinkat critique, as I

endorsed it then. In fact, history itselfhas
endorsed it. I also re-endorse mv
response, as I did then. I only need to adil
that in trying to avoid Wole Soyinka's type
of critique which is still very relevant -
simplv because it is true - one should not
delibtirately aspire to be "original". You can
surelv starid rin the shoulifers of others
(dead or alive), and see farther than they
had seen,.as one elder taught me. But you
shor:ld be creative.
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made from a social-democratic, or even

A{rica.'lo critique,
some

You
were
in the

Paxty
Nigeria
Party

THE

had visible

Some
Eskor

some
rated with it, sbm-e others were indiffer-
ent to it, while others were critical ofit.

chairs to attackthe PRP are
all the different 'lines' for

Some aspects of Eskor Toyo's "Open
Irtter to the Nigerian Left" have been
exhausted and resolved by history itself
- Nigerian history and llobal f,istory.
The, however remain of historical
imoor"ance. But some other asoects are
still very relevant. The methodology is
scientific and can therefore not be over-

at the staxt ofthe Second Republic, but
also to PRP, the platform hetsed. Bala
Mohammed was assassinated in a
counter-revolutionarv mob action a few
months into the regiire.

After this straight forward tribute
came the punch: 'While all that hap-
pened, some of his Manrist'friends weie
wtiting some iaundiced stand-offish
phrases against his revolutionary wis-
dom. The Marxists who sit in their arm-

any platform wor:Id do. Al acceptable plat-
foiri had to be revolutionary. This leads us
to his choice of PRP: "The-programme of
the PRP is definitely not merefu a demo-
cratic one but a revolirtionarv one. the Pru
by its programme seek thstotal abolition
ofimperialism, feudalism and capitalism. It
seeks the substitution for the oresent dav
neocolonial state ofa new social order. Thii
order is defined as one in which oroduction
relations are redefined to abohsh exoloita-
tion of man by man. This new order i3 to be
brought by L peoplet state". Then the
lamentation: "Quite frankly, I do not know
what else 'Marxists' say they want in the
name of a revolutionary programme. I have
the impression that they want the name
'Marrism' or'Leminism' and some ohrases
such as 'class struggle' and 'profetariat'
instead of a programme that the masses can
understand. They want the verbal forrns,
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politics at all who
axe criticis-

Peo-

From the external critique (Soyinkat) we
move to the rnfernal critique of the
Nigerian Left. This will be illuitrated with
at "Open letter to the Nigeiaa lafr"writ-
ten by Comrade Eskor Toyo, a Professor of
Economics, retired university teacher and
current member of Board of Tnrstees of

taken by events. Opening the letter
Eskor Tovo said: "This letter is written to
honour fie politica.l wisdom of Comrade
BaIa Moharnmed, a genuine revolution-
ary combatant and a Marxist, who
joined ttre People's Redemption Party in
oriler to be practical, identified himself
with tlre corrtct faction ofthat p arty Lt a
time when an inner-oarW strueele
became inevitable, carrieil th6 bannifin
the front line against imperia.lism and
locai reaction, aird went down fighting
in the class struggle arnong the people".
This classical Miffst revolitionuw tlif-
ute (and "call to arrns") was paid not
only to BaIa Mohammed, the-Political
Adviser to Abuba]€x Rimi of Kano State

the Academic Staff Union of Universities
(ASIIU). Eskor Toyo is a long-standihg
and piominent Nigerian Marxist intellec-
tual a.nd revolutionary socialist activist.
This particular critiqrie of his Comrades
was written probably in the first half of
1983 but was published in Review of
African Political Economy (ROAPE),
Number 32, April 1985 (pages 85-89).
That particular issue of ROAPE was
devoted 1o Intellectuals aad the Inft ia

not the essence of a revolutionary pro-
gramme. The non-PRP'Marxists' are infan-
tile and subjective".

By the time this critique came out, the
milit;ry had taken over'and the faction-
alised PRP, together with the other official-
ly recognised political parties, had been
proscribed. Although Eskor's critique is 25
years old and although the world - includ-
ing the Nigerian Left - has changed
tremendously during the period, Eskors
"Letter to the Nigerian Left" deserves to be
critically studied or re-studied. I say'studyl
rather than 'read', because you have to go
back to concrete history to fi:lly appreciale
it.not right. Of

Maruists in . This concludes the appreciation ofinter-
nal and erternal citiQies of the Nigerian
Left. But Reviews and Projections iontin-

Mancist's are

reasons for
indicate the

not in

two state

Nigei4 the most cortect for the present
phase is joining and working in the
PfiP"(emphasis miae). Eskor Toyo gave ue.

One
into action".

Eskor did not mean that

These were the

J


