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Ti,irl"#S"S*:i.:i,!:i:,xff"ffi RgVieW'lhe subject matter is Nigerian politics' or I
rnore inecificallv, ideas generated in
Nigerian po_Iitiry.N9t all ideas, of co-urse; is Macebuh,s introductory thesis. So there
lrut just a selechon. I may- have m sPrcIle was. and there is. The African Mind; in par-
ohjective of the exercrse. l.PJ"*,m"Iqrs ticr:iar,therewas,andthereis,TheNigirian
(:ountry, as an enhry can stru rre reoeer+eo - Mind.'
lbr^its peoples, tor Alnca and ror tne,w.oflo For the avoidance of doubt, for complete-
- if I may borrow the.term -reggem. qom ness. and in the context in wirich Macebuh
our Christian compatnots. t'ortxls rrusslon, aoo(es the terrru and according to my owI
we needideas. as rumy as we.can arcess. ;:"ffik"-d*;. tlr" ,hiio.opti.al ierm;

I corsider tt appropnate to beg,m, m]x an Mind- can Ue 
"den:rea 

as 
.inte'llectua] abili-

appreciation o{ ltaqley -Macebuns ,tht"f i7, "th. .1"*-""tr oi*-rt"* of elements in
pa-rtesgay,TheNigenanMn4fy-qP!*^T ,i'iraluia"a that feels,'perceives. thinls,
his ThisDay column, Mgdi-3aory, ol ilff*r.d*"""iallvreason!":"themnscious
Ocbober 25, November I' and NovemP,e.r u: . mental events and capabfities in an organ-
2OO9. it was a thoughtflu gro- P.tqaq. isrn,: "the oreanised ;onscious and irncon-
essay. I first encountered S+il"y Yrg"$ ffi*;;ti?;;d*tiutw of ar orgar-
sometime m the second hall oI tne ryIu., i.-: The form is elastic enou-eh to include,
through his -polemic'3l essay, The R"d il il ;.f;nd;;"-;;;;;;;%"J"'rU"ay:
ff:ff if"'B*1'S'H':Hffi l:?"B.!ir*'5$"ry,*5"o*,,*..rheEuro-
Tlmes. It w_as a sharp conlrontauon Ym I scliolars who wrote volumes on
L€ftist intel.lechlal-actsMst, a Lornrafle 9r Th. Eurooean Mind and The American
mine, on one ofthe U:riversity campltsq m ff,i-a-"t ["t a"*-a *" oi"t"rrce *a r"u]-
the southern Part ot the counuy' ln ular 'tv of the african Mind and. in particular,
piece Macebuh yp alqry-vsry an$-ry, - Tfie Nieerian Mind- were also a:ware that
with what he consrderecl hrs a{lversaryJ l.ot the AmErican and European societies which
ological i+olerance and therefo_re, political fr;;;r^"d;;;. *ifi;;een;* G*ia-
ffil" Tffi "ffiI",ffiuls frfffi ]1 :trf* H,T#f;:'#*;?#X?H;
Comrade. Y-ou will say "of course'l and I will iiil;;;';IJd"ri*"ioh"tio 

"ot 
t"l"e

not respond I lat€r met' and serveo unoer, hom6eeneous. the scholars were still able to
Macebirlr arTheGuardian. .. .,;i#"#"ifr;-i;;; il;i**d-i[;

Macebuh staxted his eqay wlth 1 $PlE ir".iri*" fvriria - ttiJii"i rt- - tt irir, "otto williamAbraha+, ? Gbanflar] in!9ilec- ilffiH'ffiMiNd. A;E; ;ailt "dtual teaching in,trgJ4.*l,q,]Il tre 19sos, ;ffi. ; ;;;-;A;*i;J d,;-.E i. i"
ffi ?l?,ilihff 'oT,fo'''nffi 'If"h:!iH:t;::?,3*r-lf";g{,.":ff ffi ffi;
"spegi.al significance for Africars, T p*q.- Nffid;i:if;rrti"J* rii"ltg".i; M"d
llax; because Euro-Amencan scrctars wno which is Mace'buh's concem in h]s essay. The
had wntten "masstve volumes -on, rne last obserration car Dut more directly: The

BHr,ffiffit'ffi ffiT.tr HiJB Xm"* j*:y-iig,ttr#i"' m
ffi f 5i,','Ht"i"##i&t$6?iff i_{q#.SJly",.t*Y""rly",+tf *f ,$
rfl&"'rffi #jT"ihTi,##ffii.,+*ff "Tf#trffi*i*,-*."-,0"that arrogant, but racrst, Prol

Indeed some inteleghlals would er,en argue
that before mid-Dil1 century, in relation to
the Yombas, for instance, one cor:Id qleak
onlv of Esba Mind" liesha Mind, Ekiti Mind,
etc.'Even"todav. one could still talk of these
minds and many people are proposing
eeopolitical and ethnic nationality restsuc-
E:ri?rs on the bases of certain difierences
inclufune differences of "minds'. I have
recently iead an old essay by the prominent
Nieeri;n historian, Obaro Ikemi, afrrming
thJexistence of The lsoko Mind, as difierent
ftom The Urhobo Mind. None of these sub-

state them - for completeness.
Furttrermore, without disputing the exis-

tence, or derogating from the reality, of The
Niseriar Uin-d today, we may legitimately
aoilvterms like Bourieois Mind, Proletarian
Minil r"*inio" Mind" vrascr:tine Mind, etc
- no1 Lo soeali of Adult Mind and Youtlrf-rl
Mind - ti contemporary Nigeria- lrt me
round off this sesrent of my comment by
makins a potentially contentious leap:
wheniver wt speal< of-Mind in an intellectu-
aI excursion wdhave behind our olvn minds

With this general commeng which is an
aooreciationif Macebuh's introduction to
h'is' ,3-oart essav -coverins the first four
oaraa:aohs oftlie first panl I shall proceed
'more"or^less systematically with thelody of
his discussion. Macebuh's first proposition
DreDares the reader for one of his main
b*i"f,e". lt sars"'Violence as a mears of
iettling politidl disputes was always there
in our Eistorv, but we must never forget
ttrat the weaiors which the heroes of our
Indeoendend: struesle emoloved in their
condontation wit6'"the B^ritilh cotonial

down, is that "it is amazing is it not, that
very seldom; if at a]l, do we find in the writ-
ind of Zik andAwo and the Sardauna any
co-ncession to the supposed redemptive
value ofviolence as an instnrment ofpoliti-
cal aeitation'i Then the punch: Butthe sol-
die; dnnsed all thatn (emphasis mine).
Macebuh blunted my own weapon against
his orooosition with the pbrase "in the
*ai"", i, attitude of mind that he main-
tained - except in few irstances - *rough-
ou1 his essay. However, I would still say that
Macebuh's 

-implied 
and an actual conces-

sion to the presence of "violence" in
Nieeria's Independence struggle was not
strong enough. His mention of the Tiv cri-
sis is however noted.

By Edwin Madunagu

broken down and pursued further' Nigeria
carne into existence at the tum of the nine'
teenth centr:ry. The name itself was coined
about l9OO. Iiefore then one could speak of
the African Mind, but not of The Nigeriaa
Mind. Instead there were Hausa Mind"
ftrlani Mind, Isbo Mind, Yoruba Mind,
Urhobo Mind Tiv mna, Eflk Mind, elc.

missions is contentious; but it is necessary to

master were not, in the main, the ordinary
weapons of war but the weapors of the
mjna...". He goes on to elaborate, but there
is no deviatioi from tle position embodied
in the segrnent I havejust quoted.

One-of the elaborations, made firrther

s and projections Sarduana of Sokoto, did not make concessions
to violence. But manv of those inspircd direct-
lv bv them did Wrth particular ieference to
lilq'we should not foiget that although the
militant nationalist orianisation, the Zkist
Movemen! had as its aiivertised objective, the
"defence and dissemination of the message of
Zk aeainst his enemies - the colonialists and
theirTocal petty - bourgeois allies, and apolo-
eists'l whal, to my miid actr:ally brought it
into existence on-Febmarv 16, 1946 was the
need to orotect Zik phvsicillv against assassi-

nation. the plot wls'real, 
-and ZI hfunself

belie!€d it
The Zkist Movement was, perhaPs, the

strongest mfitant nationalist politkal orga.ni-
sation in Nigeria Between 1946 and early 1950
r,+rhen it was-oroscribed bv the colonial power.
It was oroscribed no1 for'sedition - for-whictr
its leaders and activists were roufinely jailed -
but for sabotage. It was blamed for the wide-
soread violence which occurred in several
.itio i, colooiul eastern Nigeria followingthe
November 18, 1949 Enuzu malmine shooting'
We may also record - in ilefence ofhistory and
not in-oraise of violence - tlat the Zkis
Movemi:nt in its foundational documen! as

reported in the 1979 edjtion of Molor,ugo
O[ove's A lEtler to Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe
(rgs's), was fuIy prepared for'tenorisrn'and
'!abotaee".

Haviie made mv poinl I would asree wifi
Macebuli's orooosifron on the place olviolence
in our anfr-c6lonial struggJe-. I wouid also
a.cree that the militarv "chaneed all that" on
Ji::uarv 15, 1966. Bul- iet me al-so play safe Iike
Macebirh and add 'in the main1 I ma1 also
add rhat at some points betrveen October I,
1960 when Nigeria became independent and
January 15, 1966, when the arrny intervened,
several political formations in Nigeria serious-
lv considered initiating armed strug$e. I can
iffirm that the mil-itarv intervention of
December 30, 1983, aborted the preparation
for an armed sEuggle in respon_se to the rig-
eine ofthe Aucust-igas eeneial elechons. As I
f,adearlier sar'-cl this is 

"in 
defence of history

not in oraise ofviolence.
. Toiecontinued.

terrn.

a social category, or dass, or subclass, that is
the embodirierii or claims to be the embod-
imen! or aspires to be the emboQimeng of
that Mind. I4arxists are not ataid to make
this woe of claim and will point at the work-
ins D&ole as the potentiil embodiment of
thE i'Tig'erian Mind - bearing firtly in mind
that The Nigerian Mind" )ike Human Naturg

Yes. The Constitr:tional I-earlers of our
Azikiwe,lndependence struggle. Nnamdi

Obafemi Awolowo and Almadu Bello, the
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' lrllE second core DroDosition of T\ a

llxatg;:;r'"ix*#,ll"ii ttevlews
',rrvs : "The classical. post-colonial Nigerian
rrrind was a liberal m.ind, not a conserva- tion with humilip. But endins it there
trvo one. The formal culture of the .,rTggldh2ysbeendimaeinstohiibeautifuI
l(rlublic -which we inherited. ftoq glu essay and to himse6as"arr"intellectual. So,
l,,rrnding fathers.was a predomin+"Itv ti!- he had to elaborate. And a response has to
,'r,il culture. suitably illustrated in the besiven.
11,79 constitution'l ohe Nigerian Mind. TEeelaborationofMacebuhsthirdmajor
I'lusDay, Novem-ber I 2OO9). I agree that proposition goes thus: ,,Radicalism te;ds
rlr. 1979 Nigerian constitution can be is b^e more domfortable with the creative
,|,'scribed as a liberal document. But this oossibilities ofviolence a-s a ooliticzl tool. It
, lrtlaration can be made confidently only is seidom at home with thd ooiums of lib-
rl the document is detached from t}re con- eral thoueht. But becagse of tf,e slobal col-
,'r'ete socio-historigal.re{itf of Nigeria-in lapseofMarxistvisionofexistenie,andt}re
11,79. ard particu]arly from the__popular d6mestic threats against a humanistic
rrrtds and demands of the time. Howwer, vision of life in NisEria oosed bv a bur-
rl lhe document is placed.againstthe con- geoning culture of"violeilce, sucli radical
|rctesocio-historicalreality,itwillbeseen isp11g1s"and thinkers su"( a the late
to belessthanliberal. Claude Ake and Omafume Onose. and
In defence ofhistory however,let me tes- Eddie Madunaeu a.11d Biodun dr*o. to

tilythataseniorComradeofminestrong- name onlv a fEw. have been oblieed tolr ;rgued at a time during the Second stril<e a si.ateeic alliance with theliberaj
I(r.prrblic (U79-1983). when the 1979 Dersuasion.ifdnlvtorescuetheonlvsocie-
ti,rrstitution was supposed to operate. tv we do have from the ralaees"ofthe
tlr;rt if Nigerian Marxists and revolution- priests ofviolence',
;rry :;ocialists_were-seriotq, a lot oJusefirl ^. Two general points before we
Jrrlit.im) work codq_k done using qhat go to the elaborition p.oier. Elsewhere in
( i )irstihrtion. I would hasten to. add tlat fus essay Macebuh inie$ated tle concept
tlris Comrade was not, and is not, a of violeirce: it now extefids fiom violen-ce''r r'lirrmist" or a 'rwisionist'. He was. and as: "ool_itjcal 1ool". oossessine.,creative oos-
rlnrains,arevolutionarysocialistandwas, sibfities'. which'feftist.rd"rl. rll"ntdl,
rrr lris view. onJy eager to pull the move- endorse. orused to endorse and emnlfiv. tL
nr.nl away {iom mere "sloganeering'. I com:ption.electionrieEine.imor:nik."a1a
'.lr;rJl return to.this point. to "ajfforms ofbriganffi'Sel;mid ro6'bery,

.Macebuh's thrl{ cole proposition.-says; kidnapping,andp-erversEformsofmihtarii
lkrr cor:ntervailing.i-pulff,the liberal cy". Lideed, accrirding to Macebuh, any-

t r rrr I ition and the culture of violenee, Iep- dring that subverts thj"social order" is vi6-
r csr,rrl lhe major antagonisms struggling ]encE. This is a verry oerceotive a;1d holistic
l,rr srrpremacyintheNigerianmindtoday. definition which ii it onc'e oolitical. socia.l
,\rr,l lrutfortheinterventionofathird.less and philosoohical. The sicond eenera]
r,,,;rl. but more. sy,st^ematically .argued F*t'i. ," il;;*"U"",-tf,"-""--ffi;;;
r r r r pulse,.thatis, thp te$st_1aaic3f imprrlse b{ or degraded status accorded, class per-
rr r N ipcrian thought" the liberal tradition spective."No socio-economic or socio-p'olit-
',,,rrkl hy now have become extinct in i6a]cateeorvismainlvresoonsiblefor'anv-
N rg, r'i:u And that is lhe supreme irony-. If thine! I*indert this o"b.u"i,rtin., here onir.
M:rcr.lrrrh had ended his essay at this agaii. fo. the sake of completeness:
',,rrrrt. wilhoutlhenec$saryelaboration, I bEcause I don't think that thii absence is
'v, 

,rrkl simply have endorsed the proposi- either new or accidental in Macebuh.

By Edwin Madunagu lrT":l:"F,"t*;,ll1J#:r"qiil?*t
-- alliances" between ridical leftists and lib-

Now, !o Macebuhs elaboration of his third erals in Nigeria is perceptive and correct.
p_roposition. It is simply not true Il,ur ths He is also ZorreA 'tili {ri ""*iitrrti"""Marxist vision of'existence" collapsed. has beeu informed bv consideration.
Defeatinbattle,orevenw_ar.isnoverdicton including the threat "to tit*.utii- ln
r.oioo - absolutely or reiatively. Thg mgre Nigeria- Eui not the ;toil"fi"-rf Mroiit
visionary is oot alwals the victor, Q.glse, visi"on of society". 1't 

"." 
*a! u Hg o.surri-

howdoweexplamtraSedres-m_reqllrteor sational challenge for the -Raaical
in fiction? The'Marxist vision of existence" Movement in 1955, in response to which
did not collapT. But something very tragic seueral radicalio-tiorrlrrt"';;"d i"!o th"
-to usg a mild_term - lappened. L,ateJoe "Constitutionaj" parties. But there was no

Slovo. tonmer -G€neral Secretary, ard^then "collapse". In l964,leftist formations went
Chairman, ofthe Communist Party o-flgrth into 'the Uriite,i F.ogr"r.i"e G.u"a
A-frica,_ and Milister under ^ Nelson aliance (IIpGA) - aaiU"ht"tv, una nJi"pt+-d"-l+ described the events of the- sec- .oponse'to u -l.p.;lh 193r; *il;;A-
ondhalfoflgsginEastemEuropeas."pop- icalleftistslined"iUetri"a-aL,ro-"otl-
ular _revolts against unpopuJi regiTnei", ers marched Ghj;a 6*;. Th; did a
andthenwamed,:'Ifsocialistsareugableto^ these, rightly or wrongly, bui;;i in
come to terms with this reality, the fiiture of lgsp6Dse io a",,collapse;. ' " ' -

socialis-misindeed bJeak"(emphasismine). b" tfr" q"stioi of violence and its
Joe Slovo wrote before the coll?pse oftle alleged .creitire possibilities", I start by

Soviet Union in 199I. The case of the Sovia- afiining that M'anrism ;;s.rrrb"ithrt
Union was a classical one: a tot?l collapse of the state"- any typa oi iui" - i. "ioj"""*.th,e, staq before it was captured - or iatlrer And every .t-ggle usui;i th" ,t;;;;
collected - by a cor:nter, but popr:lar, revo- within the state."6 viol"ent - almost bv [e{-
lution. How else io we e_xplain a situation inition: With lf4acebuh's ud"ntioo'of o
where a rulil-g elite could not remove its holistic definition of violence,'these two
President - lvho was on vacation - when it deciarationi cannot be contentiogs, fut
had total control of alI the apparatuses of fti5 does not mean that Muods; ;,
statg .- pollfigaJ, military, commurricati-on. Marxist politics advoLtes ul"t"n"". fh"i"
secnnty,Judrclal -.as weLl as trade uruon lor- is a world of difference between recomi_
mations ald the bur:eaucracy. So a monu- &bn and advocacy. The former sirfinlv
menta.l tragedy too\ plare. The efect was informs rhe or"*Gutio" oiMroLi "ri#derasteting al4 slobal because it involved ical struggle, 1i .t"Ja ;rff";i"; infti;
the collapse of h-super-po-wer and a global -a -iff L"-p6;;d t"-;t;i;filt Ji
vs**,thrt*q hrstoncaly.shll .an,undeT- agai-nst state vibleirce and in exceptional
dog'. lhe stmctures (not usron!) that col- cases to take ore-emotive artion (includ-
lapsed claimed.to be informed by.Ma?rism. ing running ai,avt) dainsrfoift;6;-
That was a.big lie. In any case, their collapse in! to liuni[ ,ii,i"""'" ,E i"J ii. ilfi"
did not bring down the "Marxist vision of trel,*"ar"iaa,i"rr..;fr]r;;pp.o;li"i
existence". *raxemanandiemaios*+r"."ifi"*- 

-

Theformationof'politicll-alliances",either Of ali the maior Marxist theorists of
strategic or tactical, is, and has always been, armed struesle t6at I have studi"d - M;
a categorical imperative in Marxist politics. Zedung oI" Ct ini- C.";.;a Grt -;i

Vietnam, Frantz Fanon of the Algerian
Revolution, Che Guevara of the Cuban,
Conqolese and Bolivan Revolutions, and his
plsnch bio$apher, Regis Debray. etc - only
Frantz Fanon talked of the purifl,ing power
ofrevolutionary violence for the oppressed or
what Macebuh called "creative possibilities of
violence'l He was the oniy one - to t"he best of
6y lo-rowledge - who raised the question of
revolutionary violence in general to the level
of categorica.l imperative. Nigeriaa Marxists
do not believe that revolutionaxy violence in
general, or armed struggle in particr:lar, is a
darcgorical imperative. But I am categoricaJ
g1a1-groups ofNigerian Marxists, at vlrious
points- ir our history artively prepared for
armed struggle.

Macebuhs fourth major proposition is a
pl6lsction and is embodied in the concludinq
'oarigraph ofthe second part ofhis essay. It ii
baseZl on his concept of categorical poverty
which he described as the "lowest forrn of
ooverty" and "that condition of existence in
1"6;gh there does not appear to be ary mean-
ineful relationship between the state and the
ci{zen. in terrns of the presumed obligations
of the state to its citizens'l His fourth thesis

and projections (2) t'
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