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By Edxnn Madunagu

I_ 1 7E have bc.en on rhis strbjecr for quite sorne
V V time. I think I strould, jt rhis po;nr, reca;r
and reftrr rnul.rte thc centrdl ouriti.u brforc
orocee,.iing. 1he sirh jcct to wfiich I rel..:..-,r,c
which now dDpedrs in {he singul.rr wJs origi-
iia liy th ree. l l'r fi rs1 v.,.rs t he loctlt iun c,:d mr, ia-
meat of Nrgt'na's pre.;irlcncy; the second rvas the
3,'oy,oli!!,:ul rr'rl rre:-,lrn-{ rrfli;e cortn,rv; an:i th;
ri.iit-i r,.Js rvj' ;: i rrav.;iiiv coll Doi)r:jr,t-J?n)rr,r-
j. r jl . :,, .+r dIi'.., air.rii,,.,,,, ;Ctrojtiic;t r L,'noni, oi
I_1.iC. il ? r: . .i rJ {.)tnr)iit.,. Ur tJ:ir'r, ;t,:i.
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I i: rI i Jr r h t. ;..:.,tar: i Dic: t; re sl:r-.rrrinT lire ::lai!
I,. t:1:i,, i.t i:.. ..-,.,.::i. ;,;1.,.i ;1.j,.,;.1a'. r" L;ct-,
i\ :, ;): r1;ju,.r,.(.,:,.it. l,tr-i a,td c/. ,t,.,rr1r,.. ti;
ii-r.: r:ti:r,r fe.,'lrr, rs, i)r3 rnosr significa;rt is rhe
;',r:r.,ii trrtirl-, tr:r,trenl a)f tha natioa's aesouiaas
ll !lr,,rr, i;i ri'rr: inlsses -the mosl si.gnifi
Culll llti,,)Jr:i ol ilcirr-C r'niS beingthr lriical re-
iLict i.i;r o1 tl,t: .r;-; llcilriati,:,ns cli 1,ciii:c.. t Jiii.-r

holders, radical war on colruprion, and r he can-
ceiing of some taxcs and levies, which the
masses now pay. Thls ts what strikes you im-
mediately you vlew the proposed structure.
Others include the reductionbf the fracrion of
the nationt resources that goes to the Federai
Covemment. What is remorTed fiomthecentre
is sharedbetween the States and the Local Gov-
ernnrent Councils The states t}en finance the
Reqior.al Secretariats while the Local Govern-
nierrl:s j,nance the prograrnmes and corrrdina-
tior af i hii Nciglrbbrl:iiond s.'lhe restructuins
115 1 1 tritt :i ;1 1ly,l e15it,('lropul(/' drs(.rtp';i n nain[y
I or?l n t: rti.,ii?f l.rr,r'ti Ol ffi e NCrgft Soul hoor] lt,' JI,
tl,,il rj, {r' irL'.,.TG,trc;ts'.

) l-'l'; ill: , L !(,,1i irte r,rrril^seLl jtIUC!,.;lrl-i!::ir
't,. ,.'.i. :;l, ielj;;.,i1. si.itr, and Icr;;l ccr],:cri as
1::'l*. .r' ,;:",|- tl:i:rj il]l(l i:L,Llti;r :, vrls r..slr:t.-
f ;.,-jl r, -: i;{rlj'(i Ii1 ll }1.:.;,'C;, u,.-tt :,/ i}I,;,,-i-.?r: I 

rl

l 'rirr:i {1i i:l-l:,rl,t'.,l,rl t,Icr ilt, ijl:i;ir ;.i;, tC
ai:i::ii)-traiil:.!1lttiirr',:(.rlti.(if(:.1{Lr:l-:)el,lrl!,2h1.1i}:.'-
tj.riid rr' {-; rti$l rt,,-rl.r ln. , c i t r r l:e icr,:l rlril ;i'td.s
t.he Ir,;';titr rrt rrfutitr tnllr, ,r, n::i:oititi;iq Li:e cur-
:r'l '
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litical formation of Nieeria's rulins classes
and power blocs, every riaior politicaT crisis in
the party quickly rransforms into a problem of
the ruling classes and power 6locs as a
whole. Furthermore, beca'.rse of the current po-
lrtical and ideological dominance and near -
hegemony o{ the ruling classes and power blocs
in the countnt, every maior polificalcnsis (such

"l the"zonin!'crisil) quicklydraws irr the irther
classes Jnd social lc;ces, thirebv r hreater.ing to
expitnd lnto a natioilal poliricalcrisis,
It can al.so be plcposed iira t the rt'rir,usi:el:: of

a lri.,retel political t:;'lsis ir, r-'l;e <,.r: i:.,r - rvl':,r(-
e',ie: tliecr,gjl-cafj :je n)j; ;i;-c : ; v i.: :jiiD.;;t
or, rlre ririioi::Jasscs::rC prrs--: i:lcc...tid, ti,lrr,
milrs _t(ii il.,:Ctel]; Or: the Pi)i- - i:rLr i:hi: :;irte lea"
SO; Ci,tjr;,;in{'I116g;:.1ri,',,.,i1,,','r ! ru 1r ;*,- il.i5c
ql.r" i ii:11r and q,,111.615;, .":- .'ii . r,::i..tll.:rr
n.a.." rl tr,z: iitcii;Ci,::,;:-.-,, ;l:: i.'Lc,t:,-,;: rf
'-';;s.;;.;i.;:-- ti,f "c;,S iit ; s,: .',^ r il..,ti I , r.:^''
..:*",, .l ri,i,c.l] r:lr:rr cn : lr,- i, j'..s,r.:ii',i' i., . r.r :,
rl,l,. iiil il:'"ggltr LJisrt-: ; ;):'Jf,.-:,r.1;.., ,'. -
'irSlai;:-\.lri ; i-lai.v !:Jt,:.,t .',':;ai,,, ..:'..i-.
i.l. i3, Is ;-il -,, .r I ;ii S;,; oi ii, -' S;...... ., :-, ;:: ..1 i.
. i:':.ic: I il cul-rtn(.1r 1; i.* ; :r:;i.l::g i; .. -tr rs i
haue i.:rtl.lln[url(r.'arr,i. c\)r. crr)Lrr:.; :-ii i::liiict]
(ioilC t : i tf alass rp;l 5t.' r q .-' I. re; y. :. aie i.:ii :r.
ic...,.iy ithat ;3 iaE,;ii'_r/ 3..,{U...r;6'lcr:t,rc; ,,-rf a
;jtjf{ jtittLJ; I)as1 n3rj(1n; tLU diiiJclis,,ji;an;
.i! io,ld r{rJ:rert.,.::1C"liilt: ? i-,,1i:lr :1.,,,r.;s :+tial in-
.-"lUir i j,-",: 'l trp,'1r'iti i.- .,1i:11.:. aiilt-{r: i; H:aigin::li-
r:llai: fi.d ":,iltr:'ti 

j; vi..r;cr',i-.-. ;rr tSi ijr:( -'U:-iW
arl ll:;.,i ir,jl,{.r'iei !tralarr;i:. - ilr'e.rrr iiirji; .:uin-
iir.ci efir:;t, lir:;.,lll slnL,:-{riecoril:11. I}:rn
;rJ1 ;,1r:,'.,1rr" .:,'i1111.r1 131.1;,1.Li,-, -' i;1,rn
atl.l lc!' t"l. ,.,:"::,ll tJ:r:l ari li ,rnoy;:rr,i.",I - ;.ri. ip
to !fi c/e.'.i: I he slried rrf :: :r :l:i : -1. Ir r [-,t r,', Cs' i:f
.rll i.ili:.,l,rp ir:i{':"r;rri. irrli;ri111 ;,,6:, - :fty.. a}.t3
iC:l'r:v'. li.i; is v.t:i:{'l h;r','r lit(ci,a.'r r: "iilil:,:!,
ft,; seai:s iir a siii,ilug Doar".
tr4t a:'e;ll obst,"-jns-"rnti i. r'inq ih;.r':EI ll re nn.

ti.Jna:':raiJl nralrtlies' - rri ao1 !r1,r ii i;rr ciiii,:r -

ent iocati,rns .rnd u,itb iilifelr:nf di:ft^des of
co;lc3;T,. lit are ai so sceir,g lht eiiec-: riir 'sIr k.
in8" l>i titc rrr t iorr I iiir a r--lie is. :1o\{:-',rat:' .fl t
adi,u" rhc ":,:,-i.:i n.l,rl.iiies". r sl-;.11 rilv tr;L.,tn
uircl: iher, i riir gr rli'iajj';'- Jfr:; ctrl, rlie ntaiar'ii:s,
thilu' CesJ:;Dl;cns ;r:d m,:bjiisat.itn csfirlsr
thei;i acn Ds'taken as the m;rn corrcei:l U! ihls
coli.tnir sL'lae ils ii)cel)U()n. I havc reiurncd to
rlre sutri:r'r agah and agail'. i-he ai,i1 uf rhrj prr..s-
e,ti ;iii ic ts rathel :o r,l,.r.cribe;s;;lcts c? rhe
cu rre;rt hEhtine far seats irr a "rinkihg boe r" - to

see how and how far the proposed five-tier pop
ular den)ocratic slructure can conrribrrte t o n:-
tional rescue operation.

Pr csidcnl Coodluck lonarhan's camDaiflrers
open.'d rhe "salvo', ;s the sa-1.ing g-es. dre fotion
newspaper carried the frdnt-page story cap-
tioned "Outrage as fonathan's ZOl5-postera flood
Abuja stteets" in irs lanuan'.1, zo13 edition.Tlre
story is thrt "Federal Capird Terrirory (FCI) res-
idents resu'rcd lrom the New Year'f litiiirlay ro
s.re thc st:Ja:) i'leod..O w.th post(rs rd:l,pargn-
rnq fo;; s-a:'-a,r tirJn lor l.iesiCe at for:i;.;I:,.lr, -1le : ' P,,i: lI'i r'. irl; ,i l:n]cl p,(lrrr I Ul il:,:
l:I. ;,i, t:i \4r, (,-. lr,: i:,:,,';:llfiO:;':Cl5t fJlj \J-
.. r,)r',., i |,,^,;;: k L!- {,'.'5,j.. 1'.1:;g'. -r.l;r, 16 ;i-s 1[i1 !
r:, : ri i:, oirE ;1,.1d 1 rr,-:l ti.r.nrt:i i,r()i:te, : .iil::!
r' ,r i fr;-. f:..,.,t"r::-i< r;;i;rtrt,;: Jclr.t,iii,"t 1:';- :Oi:,
ll i!'siai:;tCi ),

- 
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-,;:-,,:t:i :f .: r,..r,!.i.1:'-,:.. rilr:i :\1-riij.:
:. 1;1, ;l.i ;ja:a:1r i:'.r., ii-;.; ..11,;.i1 f-qrir
I , " . .,: .. .:,. .', .. : r,r:..,;.r:::.' ; i". .tr':
a ,:i-r' u: l:. 1r; :jri;-.r . ..:),.u, ,,u..::'-.,:r.ltl
'.t.-ic;i,:.oi ,r';:'s,.,:i::" prri jr,:t;-:; rl ';..'. .r'
ti:i: cl.:irrr ('l ;::,;urnrr(C .',19--i.i3 ":; -6i, .

la:-ce''. t rno6.ir'.;1i1,;,;. 1i.ii 7 :",i:::;t, ti: ":i',.:
:,, X,.1ti'i,1.. r.; :a,,1 rtr ;:r.,.irj-.1,.;_.,;lt(i..
|,.;1.i:i.:..',,, ., i.,11..| :.;i:.:.- ).),. .Brt.
l\(,,j'..: .,. ,1.i. i. lir'1"...--. .i.il-- l.t.r
ir:rt,.,. -1illc ,('!:,."rr.i.; .a,. ),.,--. ,',,,"
il,;1 j .trt.::i. .,il:, 'liir..:''. -.. r:f:'. .. :; ,,..'.-.

ar.rrl.' - a,: ,;i,;:,, | ...1,. ;..:, ,: : " ri r. '., i .

.,il I.1r,. .,..I :.... ,':., ,l-i,e 1.i...,: jt:
i i, dj,:' .:: :::{, i,: i :. :.,'..-: .;i,r'.. -. ,i
!,:i;".;,, t,,;,:.: ;,),): '..r',-'r, ,1,.1,.1 . l:.,
l,;r, r.ir.li;l-.-.,,.,',,ti,1.r..,,..- ..r-:f :.11... . jr.-
L': iit..,l.rnrrs .:r'rt i,r i,ei.r;.r.:.;. : .t,i :;-..-.i,..i.,
!i raii,liJlt sl(r -. tt Car r.1 ; i : tr :, i ait.'i i:.: I,: rti,lr'i;i,,'
331'1,.,,,1r1:,':;,,1'.;r-',,i., :ii:1j..,.i,t,, :i) i
p.,ril .\ \:j 'r:',1. ..,n,1 :. i.::' .r :.:. ..1,.. .r.:.,i;.
:ne\,::,),<-.11,.1 g-:i. i, r'.:. -, !(,1. -l 't..,._ lt..
c;;! tra,r.i.,ri'r:'i;r. \Vl:,,1 :i or .,:--.:li;i;r-.-r is
tlie .sr'l:r:: St.1ieiile,ia rraJ. b,, tirri'r:re-,:idlIf s
l,rl:Ll!ly ;r/)i:.,.,.ir4r.:.'i: :l:., tht. .i,,.:: .' l:ri
;.i!'.i,-it,.. .:ll ', r. i ,. l. wr r.,-::.:r u, .) .r'. :',,. j., ,1 '

io:]a! h,rl i was t Ulllr n:r:ii r, :-resi--:1 ;lt,n r1;li ltd)
inJecrl.::lr,.l"nCrlr.r:'h, ..,;,rnr: th.:i' :.,.. r
Pil.-' pr e:jiClin |;;l r nor;t:n: i.Icn"::,d irir;rl aitiit
h:rd i; r."'iit:i:r: Dlain i ii:i-Liril.
. i0 i;g cr:r;imu|d nr:xa ?hrr:ri;'.:-:t

,i" ir

I ,,. I

\r;iti t t .ltitlta n,i{ {..i ruir' ttii ti
r .tl i \

lj,iiritrg.u:tir.il.lti\c(i wlhl n,t iri,rl r;,1id !o iar,
i{e l i lzl 1, i i r)i V n.l Crr';. A lr r.rd. V,'(: l} Lj!,i !t l-r\. .i-{ kr, g:
'y'!'nl, rs t'\'l,i!, rnal.u n;tioD.:l puiitrcal-cri:,is :n
rtji-"relj: t: il-,cteC rlrore clt:, rrl! i,, Ih,: .l i l ji:r i;ur
lli-s l-.)e:r":, -:aii. l:.rn1, (i,i)'rj'l!rau rri ,.:;'r-:rrh.r
po: IIiCJi .-,.:, 1', J.1.1 vJi)',rCOC:r ev*r), c:i,ir'pO;ir-
li:ai friti., iti tlre iUIrl:tryalW.lr,S tlUcl;.il ito;.€-
Lo:ne a r1:iicnai pcliUial ciiiisi To ai;ili uciaii:
r ;ris ccr;: :,o ii I e qi:estio:r rt-r(rre conarcit J'4 vrllj
rnav tukrr g: ilirsg.irion, tije qrl:suor, 'li );cj-
tion aitr-i moverrreet of the Presidericv drid-
:'nrre g.,ite ;d:l.y:;l;; d:ifi:u!t guesLio,i lir ",i,s-
t;ti: :,-:il: or ccr*-er- i{)ri,e."11ise k:ro\vn *s'zrrn-
irg''1 i:t.:r,ei'-rr']re r'arioirs segrccr,tj c; L;'lc
ruirngclJsses dfld pora er b,ocs, i,,hich rs oiayed
out rnore clEarlv iri the PDP.
This questiou inaybe reiorrnul*ted as a state-

n)ent: 5iilcr ihe :-.:ling Pioplcs fte;lr;ciar.ir
la,iy is tha Coilrri?ilii{ ail{"i thc most nur;;rrsl Do-

li

,.1
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ffipfsxionl
Struggling for seats in a sinking boat (z)
By Erlwin fuladunagu

61NE feature of Nigeria's electoral polirics,
\.lalso predating jonathan's presidency, is
that pre-election struggles witiin parties to se-
lsn cindidatr's (called primaries) are, at l(asl
as fierce ds nrain electcral contL'srs
betwet'n partics. The struggles wirhin the rul
ing Peoples Democratic Parq,(PDP) are thc
fiercest for several reasons, including the fact
that thc pJ;1y, just like the Narrrnai Prny of
Nigeri; (NPN) of the Secorrd Repul-lic /t,.;29 .

I gal), i. essec::a) I1' a consci ou,; a I 'd r l.,l ii x'i . ,r,.
a.:c/irirrn of 5'-'1,gril region.:i, :cllr-;e r1,...r i,,,,.
and "eaonoiri{---i;tteLcsl" gr,-r r l!r, ;\ w r t I :,.., r

ious ievels ci bourgeois co;l:i,.ru:;r,cs:,. irr,:
IIDP rentairrs. as il r,v.rs ai l:,,r1,. ,i n.iiti, {),
"!trat'.;t b,''l;.!iorr'-, :iln.ir.' !',.,,j.i1i 

-, 
;,,,

Iarq':.i griatlirrn lbr .lrai r:r'. ; i ' ':t.,,r,,: .'l
caiir'".
E,,,'t lrisis *''.i.iri the pal v : r: t . r L',.::.'i. ll

fcttitlr\ ic thr lr.ll;iem or :l:.r.:rr r llrr: ". .r
url:] c.ri.c- cr ii ;n crigin ; Iji r):.lr.i.: o: srrar-
ing th: "naiiciial cake". ()t:r , :irr:r:,j Li.:q\
pu)rticai p:n!rs .r e>.isterlie I i rL :.idu,e- tl,()\..
t'Jl'r:air afe nre;e cericatulcs of i'Lti? h]rr th,-'ir'
cil ri sets oi iea';ur:s. Df thc:,e ut,l-!{:r pi:ties ll r\'
tt-ttlte pron riric'rtt a;e, of cr:ut,re: the A,-rj ioit (.1r r r'
gress of li';Icr,r l,^'a\), Ccr.glris I',r r',''r) , .
;ir.c CiunAe (,.r'a-), /1.i1 Nig. r:.: I.. .r;rlcr 1,,::,r.
(,\Ni'jl';,,{I l}fo-1q'-5ir.rg6;.'..,l,i,j:61i1,,i\,r r)
rrd i.a!-:rur Pa:r,,;Ll). Iiur \v, ir, rt .,r.,!:irr.:l
n jth tile PDP ii:r iire ;,romE,nl - : -; i ;.i:r: ; i t,i ri:rt:
ll:;Si',,,.;lnat;-r,11,-,11.f',s1r1:., 11,,.: .:; .. -'.s,:,a
,t::!,.::.1,-.ir -.!,,.r,..C.,tr.,.,1j, i, :

i'.) .i.il.ra) tt:i.l--t,iCu.,,l: jLI.; . di j :,tr',,:'l
p.rig:-r, "'51 

g' q. ;'p":ir cd c,, - -)nr,. : . -. -1, :l ;, : l;('
"lr,_rlrl.:...- L,:,s, i]l Irj.. r.ui;.1:: l:.j. l i. ijrl ,_

tt,ril:l lir:.t:_,. '..::'"e \, ( .i :l,jif i. . '.,\-,.":
il:n.e \',lrn \';dti, ijr^ nlrs;C,:r:l :,, :'.;i:.: ;r! jr-
clecril,n rn tlr part-ir's Dl;ti()im (c;;l thelir
Crirur r:'l ana r:hcsc v.tho ri,; ;lni (c,il; rhL,:;r
Cio,.:il \). lFe ,f(ord f:('::-' ,\;i. ,n ir::;.
8ru(iD\ l,),rl (.rnnor--arTea5l ft,r '.j\." -cJli(ii
lactior;;-'1"h*re is, h orl'evr:r, c,le . iea r sui-flro'.iii
in the.rlti lon"th;rn (.amp: the ::ir!rzirrun lh.'-l
r\,,ants "p.)\\'ri" to return tb tlle I'lcr il l. Ariotl ri:r
sltb.giuup, tl'ose tha,.,r4'cjnl -p{:i1( r' ;r -iriir lo
tire I;b,' cth;ti,: natronaliry i r,r t h.' \rr:r j rc.rsr ).
rs weak siuce the rnajority of thc crrr;i,aigners
for "lgbo presidency" are, {or nor4 ni1i1

fonathan. Tlrt' lr.rttk', ;rgain for noq is not
lbught ovt.r r lris srratcgic question, that is,
Jonatha n's r r' r.lt,cl io[r, but over concrete tacti-
cal issut's.'lltc t.r, tr,.rl r'.,,rrr.r (wlrrr Ir r,r'eryone knows
art' I i,.,1 l(, r lr(. \t t,rl, )lt( r lrrr.stron) inClude, at
I his por nt i r r r r r r rr', u I r'! I rcr t lr,' p.rrty executive
in Ad,rnr,rw,r \t,rt r' slrorrL I r r,lrr.rin in office or
be dissolv,.rl rrr rlror t, wlrrclr groun (A or B)
contrr)ls tlrr. p,rr ty "rrr.rt lrirrcryr/in rhd stare I
arrtl wlr,r lo.rnrrinl,rr llrt. t lr,rir o[tltc rr.trlv's
Il,r.rttt,rl I, rrsl,', s ( l{( )l ). A llrirrl'lrorrtA is tL,.
Itrllil r,vcr llr, rrrrplrr,llt(ir)\ol 1l)('(ollilnullill
(,rlr()r,()l ll)r'r'l( r trr)n ol tlrr'1r,uty's N.r(iotr,rl
:)r'( lt l I )/ (,t()rit) r', lr.tS, ill itS lL,,rriL.tsiri;1,
1lr, 1l,,,rtl,.rrt Irrrtr..r.ll, Ilt,' N,rlion.rl,-irarr til
il., r.,r1.r,,,j ., l,tr 1,1111,,1 tl11,p.trir's fiaiicttrl
,, r: i rrrrl,.,rnlnlrtl(,,.(NWt.) wlriiri (lr,rup 3 i:
t.rl ir,,' I'lll' \1,r1(' r,,()vIlilots,.rtr t;l 1l:r:stdent
,rrrtl llr': ollrct I.rr tiorr ol llrc NW(-"

I !rc ;,r.,1 " r',11 1,'1r "tr I ilt' I"l (', ily O[ Ure-eleC-
: ioIr. i r.r r,r ; ).il I y..r I r rri:il,.r (prirnafier).ind tire
i)r r'l )r /\rl t( )n I lr.rl I I r,...,. il rl r.r Ddl .t t-UegjeS ;re
It,'l t t",t tt t I I tc t t t I t t r1,, I \'o; llcs llemocritic Party
il'l)l', ,,lr(l lt.r: lrr rlo rvirlr llrt qticstion 9J
rvirt'lirr': l'rr.:,rtlt,trI l()rr.tlIl.ln should contest
.rrl,rirr or n(,I nr.ly lr illustratrd with thc "t:rc-
I it.rl" i ,sut's rr rr'nt i(,ncd al)ove. On Sunday, fan-
ir,,t ) :t, tr)il, ,l i(.w d:ys aitei the panv
\,.r l'.1.t, y w. I \ I r.l n, N cd Ir om office, some parSr
t L I r. I :; i r or r I Ar l.r r r l,r y,,"r St.rtc, leci by UmarArcio,
,rr lr Ir r': . . tl ,r pr crs t crrlcrcnce in Nigeria's cap-
ri,rl r ir,,, \lrr1.r. In iltat (.onfercnce, /:Co ii-
iirrrrtrl tlr,rr tir, r,isjr iu the ;lartv w;s
1 1 1 gs,,,r,-'ri l),, I .,r, r, i,rt,L).,s .itrr.1 proicriiOl: iI]
:',r", .llt, ..rr",...1, 1,'.'iU,r. iliS.^ll;i',.j..1
.rt)i;:.:rr'y'iroi1 r' t h.rr li.iis votr anythin,q cor:.La; 

_v

ii' ttot s::lr.r"c", irr' :..riri. Irr:rcnii;gtc ih.e rlt:r-
,i'llii,,' :.r tIrr' I'l l'\1.,!''tJ\CrllcI\.l,jO..r;.1
'':i)r! \ili,tl ls, Iltr',,,rtt,),ril,)\daIil f{ i:ltirr)':..
crrc ot iir,:rn as ttrt prtsitl.:nriai c;rrtiiiiat i, cl
l1rIpd;:\'i:iiUI\,ril;1iir,,li,t..i i rh,.,r, iJ.,
l.qlrn:i thL' p',,1'trar:d prr:srcet,l ra;t'.

./r-s Arriu was si:ri:aking, another group that
goes lr1'the name iligerian Rentwd CLr.t'-ti-,
and rlescribrng irsell as "consistingcf y,-r61rg
professronal men tnci w,omen niembers,:Itiri
PDI'", c;ine out rviih a sfronger statement, llut
alorg the sams line as that ofthe elders. Their
verdict: "it is an open secret rhat the crisis !n
the PilP has been contrived by the governors

in the attempt to control rhe NWC (National
Working Cornmirrr.e),rlrti dictate to tlre Na-
tional Chairman.l Ilcir intention is to Dosidon
thcmselves for ollice as president, viie presi-
dent or sendtols altereompleting thcil tcnu[e.
Btrt why can't they pursue these k.g,itimate am-
bit ions withorrt errrploying crutl.i, st rong .rr rrr
tactics?". thoy rlr'.rr arlrl,,.l tlris Nigoridn
'tlavout'': "Whi'n ll.r r r r.r n1i,r ( I'l lP Chair) bica me
governor ol (;(u!()l.r iir l!)tt ], ntost of tlre pres-
r'r)l 8()V('ln{':\ \\\'rt. lr)(l.ll('r'\ Or itt prinrarl'
st I tools.'l'h,: oLl i i i,l ; ) (;r-"S('ilres sOrne IeSpeCt".

(.{)ntilrlriIlll irt, ::,,'iir'irI},itI of tlte PI)P stnte
i1rvcr nors, tltis l\i i (jrrrc I | -lul)' l(,d lr), l\,1.r1)sirI
t lrirr;ur, si,iri: 'ltr tir, i;.r.,;,:r.:l; :j1lt(,.;, lir..;r1.
,,.rr,,rs l:r,l l t r 'r.lir1.,t ,!1rl (.1,,,1..1IrL
accs. llrLyr;. 'i . (! ' ., ;. tl, Jll . [.,'],'.-.rr
!.,nd-piclirrrr;;.: .',,. l, .:'.Jl.gr'.;,,: r(,in
liutnre llre (",r'rrir, ..t : .::b':.s t,r l':r Iia-
:;alpgl {55,3';iLli .,..i :.til';r .r}e p1e(ir:"{)r tU
pit:k their (r1-.i:;'i .. .i , . . !i:,i:'.-: s. f\ ji r1::1t wiili
ttre enorm.lr.r:i inilrrenie a,i'.1 j'iltJriaiai rL".
sources tie_V ccitrtl ir' t-h:ir:;t,rtes, {-}1,; ilo\,er-
nars are al!c, jc,,';119- l(; ,rt),.'le c;rl:ill the
1 ir ry at the n.rlt :, rl irvel'. Tr rr gt'orrr; r.amed
tl'Jl on,l uf ',. 1,,,,,'.-;;1fi,:,.,s ol-rtot'tiipPi;1q
tlre winals oi tir.:c rj.iii,Cir-;of!' ',t,:-rtl,-l !e thE
'rii,,inlotratio,r i), r'.:t'.lre:, t\,i:11.". ll-r Cov-
einoLs'fr,rur-r. iirc,, ;ie i,ri..,1t'.,:d. "l.as ii"-
co;ne a vehii!e.i,:r ioniilsi.rn" lrrd a threat to
"r,,r:lod govema;rre .rnri ileri ,ociar/. The group
intends to a1.i,rr,r.',.h tic cfirlrts io cL:cl";rr.tl,'-.
Fcrur:-, iliegl:.

J i';;. is i{ t;'} r;.i ti'",.. il !-i:rr: "ii ! : tl,ill,t l; ): si:!1 i irl
; irill(in:!I)1)"". :, t,.,.,'i-llr,L r ;, i rir( i'i)l'.;1..'.L
:tr" t r. j j .:: .. )lri,.:
:!,1'l:U:ll, 1rrl r'., ' ,\ l.t,].r,,... ]j,:)'
,l tjr(l t'ir-:1lri ir1, ,,. rlif .,rr,:r-.tllt'il: irr-ti:i(i i il
51alllj!(] !]r t.:tiio,,,,r:':i i,,"i1tVa)t;qijit: tl lr;il,
i,":!ll(!l:lr lr', r'':),: . r:: :.l,jl,tii(tr.,1..,-;,,\'
,.f i,15 ,r.. i ,)':, ' t.i It rr" .,,r1, itj:)',
iri i)iasiiir-lIt i,!il;ri1.,i,r,;rt,i IIrir,,' ar,i it .ir\,' oI
llrr;il 1,",i'i,,'., .,..,.,rr,.i,; :,!IOirE.ri.: iJl.I!
:,iLie ;rt, ltt rn:. .f , r, i, -, .ir; ! , )'tt(),iit(,aCi,l llv
'i 6 ir1q,..i,1-.lli.'t:i r i'.,.11\'rltait. ivh.:r e,r vou
t r ia I.,' tll .i :. 

jt ,.;,r i j: r: . ;i:.:ic e;cl r cl rh t r',.. r o;r
p('siir$sid(s in a I'1. .,trucgie lras ant,lually
i)laLrsrhl( lndlL,r,ietl,'l ri S op,)unrnr?

The iact is lhal tir*, irt both oL.eratingout-
sides rhe f rarrrei.,rrrl. :k;tchei ii: lheirlanv
constitution. l vroukj aot say"ln vitrlation ofthe

spirit of their constitution" because the PDP
cbnstitution does not have a single
'spi rit". Each faction of the "founding fathers",
"elders" and "board of directors" ol-the partv
rcads its own'spirit" into thedocumenr.Morl
concretely and directly every active faction of
t lre lcadei'ship of PDPkrowi that it cannot ad-
va rrce its cause by st icking to the part)' consti
tution or - indeed - the constitution of the
country. And this is one defining feature of in-
cipieni fasclsm or anarchy inaliliry to r.lbca,
one's own rules.

ID its Saturday, lanuary 5, 2oi:l edition, -"Jr.
t;u,trdiin carried a front pa3e r.polt enri'.ir.!r
" N, t t.r i' r?,]Cy Lo cha se I a n"t ! ia r t o u t, -' f povr r i t:
:t':J, savs Ar?..'t, t.i,.ars."lh-'iroriv of rhc;..-
r:rrl r.li that a grbr.;p c,:;i-'.1 "Ccnr erireri Arelt..
i'rt r:r )ts" {C{P). and led bv t,lallerr itl.rivaL ltir i.,
i;tir j ::l fud r:na the orctiotrs tlu ; r Irat since ll'i. j-
rCcnr lonathan had "0.rqeed ol:" itis 2015 cart-
p.r ip,n. his group woultl rirobi I isc northcrn:r.:
Lt-r btat him at the nrcsitl"nLial oolls in
2o15.ldiris argued: "Nordr ougiu ro hold poirn-
cal power, but the Ncrth nort is nothing in
N!g,er!a. The economic p('wsr is the We,;r,
ruhcdrer vou like it or nct. Tak.. t ll: sratistics cI
rh: bank! in this courrlry rire jrrr.ir,-ial hcus.r::.
tlre corporate organisations; tt,ii ..re whc nr.r:r
age: ,rnd whrl owns theit:. Thc r,:mtrrerciai : -

r r'. il r,'.. ii) this count ry.rre in t h* F-:sL ln mYoN r:
r ri 1.,.,r, wc have ener gctic br,1s, br,t even-if rl i,
,ury't ir irr;,, rt is iropl 16" J*1.,on'.'i,r !rut I gei ;t.'rV.
:, 'rr;: Iilcl\ h,rve tCnle lu .'. r:.1 i{: i"Jretc ..,.'-'

rlv.r:itl rit (:,)\\,t)Jnd r('. r:.';lrliO .,i'ri:asnn. I.-
Itli):, .ii!,-' ()i r.Iir1il,;; unl: l;ii:: "

l, l,;; r',,i:i Jr i ri:: 'lir;rcft,fe lli:1,i,.-s ir:i l-rcl< ti., r;L:.
l., i, J i! i'.(.t i.t 6,i r:lt t ht i1r;t:: :.., 1;;--13i1,ij q.5ir,:r:..

I,.:i, .'r.r:rilr,rl l,(,.r) i'..-ii.r., I j.:\ -..',:,:
1...r,.., i,r,,;,r., rtqlrr,.,.tl 1.r |1r:-...i . ;-U:iT:;,tl. -,.

rt', jur t:r1 1,:; Yonltra. anii [a:t rei uler] io l:1i;ir. a
ii, ..:::; r.r ir:'\:rlir iti, sl rl js f. e:rrtrt t. rh
l,t'.:- i;t,,..,'..,'i ;,,t:: :ii: r -..;' :, :.,lalr', :,r r ;..,
slar"!ed ifl 1!;51, h,ilit ttra Ltit,.i!Ot ct''tl'ie&1i,.lu:i.si
l'.egiou, and contirued up tc i h3 t?99 .lrlrfijci3 j

rr-illvision ri the cor:nlii !r,:() 'ilt i L,leni Ji,
s[dtes ,r::d six ll,:,.rpo]':,i.,. zoF.r'::
Poiiriealpower for thc Nonh (Hausa - lulali).
ecorlonif gower lor rhr \A/est (tbruha) .rnii
commercial porver !o:- thr Easr !p in))! -so, r; l,,rrr-
are the South-south pecplesl \', ficre at e Noilh.
cen ral peoples? Satel lites l l :rrerr:al col,..rnieiT
. To be continued nertThur;dat:
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Struggling for seats in a sinkingboat (:)
By Ednin Madunagu

A S iI in direct resDonse to Maivaki Idlr' (r'r
flasr Thursday's' column), Alhali Urr:r,,r,
Farouk u'ho is a ri'dred Commissioner of I'ol;' ,

and former governorof pre-t975 NonhwestIt tt
sute, urged his Nonhern compamot s to t'l r!, r1 '
tlre paci6carion of the Nonh, includll)S e ll,lrlr)'
o! the Boko Haram insurgency. before lttr tttttt
to the struS,gle for the tourrry's presidcnt v I l'

n'as reoonEd bv Ibe Guardanof lanudry h.,lrrl i,

to hava said thii in a Dress conference in Iud u I r.r.

His exan words: "l don't share the victr ol lhr\''
rpoole (Nonhem ooljticians)conveDlingto rlrt
t-utj thi zors election and p<ilitics. fuhu r' r tln'
counm, they want to govirn? ls it tha ont lt'
deviled with insecuiry? lvherc r t ht t ttltttt t v
rhatvouare soinsrc lead as Dre*l,ttt .'W,'lt,trt
to sive the t6u n"ny fi rt h' L t,' y, u t.t ll,, il t t t t t

ninp for the pres itTcnr tz "(r'l I t1 tl t.tr t r t t r t t tr';
h ilras this iutemen{ in plrr ir rrl.rr t lt, t lllt,,l

ical questions, that inspiltd nly ltl''\( rrl llrt\ ''
and the otle it carries. lJsttt.ttr l.ttrrtk rtt
nounced, in the press confertrtt t', llt.tl ltlr ot
ganisation, the \^:'hern Devt'lr4rlttcttt lrr rt.
Initiative(NDFI) ptanned to tall,r rrn ('rrrui "l
elders and stat -' men (and wr xttcl r), rl NoI I I t' t t t

extaction - rr.cltl.:lr.g fonner ltrilrls,rl st.tt,,
GeneralsYakobu Guwon, MtlhrlllnLtrht lhllr,rI I

and lbrahim Babangida - "to tlt.tw trlt t.r ,t tt
mendations tbt the Federal (klvflllllrt rrl r)rr

how to end tht cunent security lnelltt t' ttt I ltc
North". For,in Faro,.rk's view, if thc Iloko ll,tt,ttrt
insurgency continues there will be no ctxtltt t y

by2ols.
Farouk alleged tiat govemn)ol ll ,l( I lvll rr-, ll, rr I

ceased in some Northem statt's li I ltr r oI llr rAo

Haram; that some northern govelllr)l\ ul r('

The struggle by the lgho segment

of Nigeria's ruling classes for
"lgbo presidency" - which, if not

exclusive to, is at least strongest

in, the ruling PDP - makes sense

to me only in the context of the

tripod: Hausa - Fulani, Yoruba

and lgbo. But, then, that triPod

perished in the civilwar (Julv

1967 - Januar] 1970).

andqrrvernmenloft}esuteonrhede.rrlrof callyNorrlrwest)uhounfcruna:elydiedinMay
lormcr eovelnorlarrick\akorta." 2oto.about nlothild' jrr' the li;sl ttrrn ol his" 

il,ri 
-n""liprp.t, f,o"=".r, drscovercd. presidenq-.Dr..coodlutk nrtan''president and

rhrough rhe srjre securiry icniter. rlrar iompleted Yar'Adua's,his' rerm in May 2OIi. H.e

-Obasinio's srmoathV visii sas a dct oV ro thereafterbegan a hcsh le;n ha\lng won (he 2Oll

.iii"r.lr"r[ti,it ,.criu";,"n0 rh,rr rva.'"ro presidennalilen.on. ]r i. knoi\n lhal General

-oflf,i.iirfir.niialnadirionalruiersinrhe bbasanjohx"lai)enour-u hlr..;dcntC,oodluck
t"t'."riniiin. jilesedse.o:rdremambi- whom6ea-ssistedlowi:'l' ''pr( Il(tr..1
rion o{ihe oresidenr ind canr a.r ruplmn lor I he qruggle by tltc Igl)u \.-m(1,: ol N- j{ena s ru}
thererumbl powertotheNonh'. Ihi prper inqclassc'for "]gbofrc'!d'3c)' \1lrl(ll'.ll nol ei(

ouored"souries"a5gl.[ngthatuhatpanit clusiveto,isdtleaststrongistln.Ln(.rullng.PuP
dlar lv "oceved' Presrdi'nrlonathan wJs thc ma ke< sense to me onh i; dle conl ext oI the &l-
r"i" Hrr"a.p"rv *ri ;il$;d i;il;;'pi.y.<t'in poa, Hausa - Fulani, Yoruba anc lgbo- But, then,
lacihtatindthcmeerini.berweentliefdrmer iharrripodperishedinthecivilu-rr(lulv1967-Jan-'"i"ila."iii.,ii"-"itr'ont.-).rir..The uarytgio). lnitsplacerr'.nouhaveuhatIhave
Vi,'.n"iia"ni,"ieipected.Lmiredraielyis- called(foiaboutzoyezrs.now)l\igeria'sPower
s ued a statcmenl stl onqlv denvrnq thd re- b/ocs. There are only fin'o o: them' as I have also ln-
non ( 7he NJtion. tr,tondi( lanriarvJ, zoll). si\tcd: Noniem power bloc and Westem power
itis words: 'Thc vtsit ol iorr:r,'r Pr.srrlenr h/,r Beyond these rwopcwer blocswe.havethe
Uluserun Obasanio was m0r(.lv lo ( (,n)rni\- S('opolitical zones, the sGtes, the local govern-
a,:r.rc:;aioiiioffwirndreVjir.prcsrdt.rrr l,'..ntareasandt}remorenan2;oethnicgroups
iiiiiti"tl.ndpeopleofradunaslilc.'lhe (rrnationalities)thatconfitutethiscounfy

"irit 
*,rtr'lrii Inr.iuiage *r6 wir nesst.d by ' 

My proposition on lgbo.presidenry is a restate
iournalisS"...'n,e Nbrthem trrdrtronal InenloltheCentralposlD_onollnlsCo,u[In'ano
hrlerswereal.,irr,eetinqatthosanrevcnuc, thalrstheadopOonofColl?{7i'eptesidencywith
the Vice.p:.sidenr Frnher explarned, rdtduondlChairand Depury Cbatr. lfus ls a seg-

Obasanioc:-id-ei:rgoovurandgreetthem menrofthetivederPopuiircttjloqtq!*t-TP]-t;
-as a s.eitu : o, ;.'sDect. ruring ol the country' I h: speouc PollBcal call

Thi"s exDlanarioir sounds plausible and here is that all those groups and indi\lduals - De

should,ini.or.ralcircumsances,betheend theysocialdasses,soc.ialg:ouPselhnlcna6onal-
of the mistr:'.emreudon. But- then this is ities or de<lassed masse( who are' or leet oP
N;;;;J r;i;d.rhft*E;D" oniei pressed, margittalisrrl or rlirPo'sessed in this
wh-ose an(ecedens we iU 1cror} Geneial hationsltrrtkl,rrl,rl)l llll'\:a(lut('inwnrtnlsem-
OlusezunObasanio- Iamincltnedtoh'litvc Ixrl,l,rl .r t,'lrlrrllr sucid: tranrtormaoon' and
the Vice-President, but I also believe th,rt strrrgt,le,lortt'. 

-

Oil;i";;;1l"-Gaun, tola.,,* i'1i r',1, t w, r ikl now like to bnng.theseserres o[se.ries.9f

rronlolhiSchoicefor2(lt5 \rll,rlr.\1 :lx.ll(l ,llli(1,\lr).lnend.lhavede.lDeratilytlullttne{lS-
ilreVicepresidentheld.tl,ru,'v,.r.rrr1 r,,,rrl t'usstrtt.ttortrrrl theques:onolgeopoliticalre'
rnuolObasanio'shxlyl,rrr;,rr.r11..rr rlr,.rrr, sltil,tulUtg lltr'toteol rn,propos.rl$COlleltve
rrr,lrrr i. fh,ri lt,. r, ,,,r,,r,,,rr,r1 to tlrr Ittt,\Lh,t\ y.'ndtTassrootJ!'evelapmenl$ithPo?

,rllr(.{,n)fnt ()r} Nr)ltlt \orrt)r irri'sirlcrrtial rr> ull ixtttitilt,tliOLinthtCC-rrset:iheSeneslhave
lJil,,1 11 llt(i,1lirrr,rtl'l)l'p,ir,t:ltannglrl I(\r'l\r\l ,l llun)berof rr'JlerecDonses'some
i',,,r , 

'i,,i 
,,,ii,,,g to,inu)r) anJ iSar srrlr' II'rr)dothersverh'l 'heyi-'rbbeenhelphrl

si,rrulta'tre.uslv tie belielei Prcsitletlt to In. ill several !r'ays, burl hart so far rehained
l{)n.rrl).tn l. tUrt(,ntlv in hi. srrond, lntl ltott; r'esponditigtothrr-)ecau'eldonotu'ant
ini:iii"ii rin.t 

'"rnriiolfi.,,:ortharrhelor. 
tob.,le(n.rveonthisn:a::erfc:onecentral rea-

in"r oreri,le,,r is as vtndtrl tri a nd untorqir son: I il(' (n! ire e\e r cise :' '-rplo=:oryi b)' which I

,n:a'.h"irleputrdtobe ihr.timeagarn(l muJnlh.rl<ume01 llle\'l!:esrio:{u'oulqrtqulle
lohathan;Orihar he i. mC:. opporxni5u( lrrfllt:t'(lanhCatl^tt\Jn-;:)enc-.:ent5. lnlslSOD.
ih.;;i;;i'*ldiltbei'.u.diobiior rharh. viou:evrniom-. Ilo\'i'"tir'ionsideringmy
b.i;";;i he ii if.'uitintar, g.o,1 larh.r anc pl-opr:itronj.itl'.onlvlr.::'ket: 'r mlndthespc
bngrnal.rrnthep:rry. cihc:.]tiondlproblim\':-]lcd:"t'ancmedluln"iri.int.n"to^:n5re:ftu-.iltrreralledrhat tem that*'ewishtosoi,.. lndi.:fafilhat,asfar
a,.i.,rf Ooa*ni" , t,orn ta, :1ruth. 'J((tl1- a' I f tou: lll\ nr'Po\il Jrc ' qu( ' ' 'hall' in
,..,.>r:'i;rlr.l \\;.F:esi...-::, n\ I(lill' lirlu- \\!'t:11'e\ -i";'l!- '(' 'f'l -"ul:hI';,;;,,i;;;;;jor,;j.',ii,....J.,t.,p,i'.:i 1g-'p-:1t-'..;tjic:'rri"':.t )."".ei\'j'
.., L,: \rt \,,rr,t :,,,'n:-.\oni- ,:,Lrlr ,t t.-./uur-'

I r',1, t r rrl I I r.rr,'rri ut ive (oun(i! meerings oul-
rr,l, rlrt rr s(.ltr5: lhat. "thev don't meet in
l\1,r rr Ilu r or Yob<".\4hat wp"t o[goremment
,1,, rl,,1v rlrrnl thev are niini:rgI Hc asked:
"l lr ru r I r r r ru t all vrlurself a eor:mol il *re ex-
,. n,rr,,,,rrntil meetingsaie nolongerhe]d
urrlrrrr v,,rrr rt,tte. when gove:Ttor( e\cn no
l,,rrr,, r 'l,'l,t rrl Iheir staies?fhtgovernorltill
'1,, 

,u ,r1 ' rir t lrr moming and s.a1 at work till
rr r ,, , rrr 'rr. llrrt in the night he lrill relocat e to
tu r lrlr, r lrrt plates befole the d:-v bteak".

11r. riry alt i r t he Maiyah nol-r ippeared, Ihe
Mrrroir irrwsDaDer carried the story 2015. 84
hln*la, nuhaii, others begn coisultat ion'
(srrnil,ry, l.rnrr.rry'6,20ll). lhe ston had the
i.,,,,,,tlii,ist althouch the language 6fthe lan-
lt,rrv i' \1r,ry w.r. ttot as slr,trp;< thF oo( pt(
r rrlrrrr rt. l-lt.tt rrslrtti'uits tlrtr tlolitttll and
t,rrrrriirrrrty lt'.rrl,'ts ol the Nonh had stanrd
"r dr r rrnJi rr 4]('tl r('r " to lrgltt frrr Niget i.t's prcsi
(I.lrr v lil rlr oi'xt Itlr'\i(l('nttal eltttttin. Tht'
\loty ullnll,n\ r';,'tt,'lals Prabangida and
Itr rlr.u r .rr rr | . r "r r'r xr tr rl lotrner Minist er of Dc

l, r r, .r',,r r r ror 4', il rr' "atrow-heads" ol *:.is new
lllot t

l'rvi r r'.I\ons were uncovered by the reporter
I rr rI:, r rnewed "oush' for tle presjdeirqy by
Nor r lrt.ru politicians: "alleged-alienadoir o1
r ltr. Nort lr by the presidency in appointment
.r r rr I I x rl ir v manels";'unprecedented polar'
rr.rrri,rr (.rrrd divisron) of tlre rqton along reli-
1,1,,r1r .rrr,l ('lhnic lines": "dte worsenttrg
i,,rrrrrrv siruarion in the refion-:'alleged
,,,,,1,'r ilevelooment of the I'.onh and ihe
v.lwulnr eao berween the Nonh and the
(,rrr tr'. ,inf dthe manner in utrich the South-
',,,rrrlr lr.r'.,rlk'1'r''lly dirjded the n:lion rnd
ulr.rt l s,' rr Iritlr.'-Nlrnhasin dc\PCIateplot
t() r r.l.rn I l)(' prcsidency in 2Olr-.

()il rl)(' sJrre page 2 tile newspaPel
L.llr,,l .r'r,)lll|r 1r'Dott, nltit.i. rtllc;l t,'ttt
l rrrr,u I u rr l r 1 1,, 11'.icould har. raised tltr' 1r,
Irrrr.,l t rllpctature ol tllc l,rnati,an
,,rr rrl' I rt I," I'Otll' Kaduna iu: rt ih lonJl han
.\.rrrr) t, Ir i\lr)Il. I : r( slon specq.tted:'ln $ hlt
r ould bc, ontea;eplayofwha: rranspiled h.
rrt'e n lormer President Olus-un Obasa:tjo
and \: th-n den :ry, Atiku Abu l.1kcr. benr.en
2o0: dnc :oo7, ,--ulnrinating t: a shar| d!rr'
\ion hillr n theI .esidenc\'.thi i dlP qlo\rIng
ind: atior.r thai'he c.,:dial t:i.itton:hl; be'
n\,een Pre,ident,;oodiuck Jon::han and Vite'
Presl.ieni Nama:i Sambo n:- hale rur:ecl
llo.:,-.1:i\pec .,lttor iro\, :'nii:'li\i':: ol
1,.r..:P; i('i(l :ell(::iOiL. *-l:".:.. -'
lo)r::un: avi.::of{icl:.lvcr;..:inc:asaclr-
dolt :le r r sit to' r .-rt ml:eral. .' tth iie pt'c:lle

,'f d" t-lA,\ ! h., 4ffi,.,,,11;::1"g"1,r
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