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X N‘E have been on this subject for quite some

time. I think I should, at this peint, recap

and reformulate the central question before

proceeding. The subject to which ! refer and

which now appears in the singular was origi-

naliy three. The first was the location and move-

ment of Nigeria’s presidency; the second was the

geopolitical restructaring of the country; and the
hivd was what I may cow call popular-demar
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holders, radical war on corruption, and the can-
celing of some taxes and levies, which the
masses now pay. This is what strikes you im-
mediately you view the proposed structure.
Others include the reduction of the fraction of
the nation’s resources that goes to the Federal
Government. What is removed from the centre
is shared between the States and the Local Gov-
ernment Councils. The states then finance the
Regional Secretariats while the Local Govern-
s finance the programmes and coordina-

st of the Neighbournonds, The restructurin
whele deddves its “popular” description mainlky
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litical formation of Nigeria's ruling classes
and power blocs, every major political crisis in
the party quickly transforms into a problem of
the ruling classes and power blocs as a
whole. Furthermore, because of the current po-
litical and ideological dominance and near -
hegemony of the ruling classes and power blocs
in the country, every major political crisis (such
asthe “zoning” crisis) quickly draws in the other
classes and social forces, thereby thicatering to
expand into a national polivical crisis,
itcanalso be proposed that the sericusn
a gonerad political o ¥
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see how and how far the proposed five-tier pop-
ular democratic structure can contribute to na-
tional rescue operation.

President Goodluck Jonathan’s campaigners
opened the “salvo”, as the saying goes. The Nation
newspaper carried the front page story cap-
tioned “Outrage as Jonathan’s 2015 posters flood
Abuja streets” in its {anuary 3,2013 edition. The
story is that “Federal Capital Territory (FCT) res-
idents resumcd from the New Year’s holiday to
see the streets flooded with posters campaign-
ing for a sccond term for President jorathan.
The gicssy po vith & bold picture of the
Presid : inscription ‘2015: No va-
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ONE feature of Nigeria’s electoral politics,
also predating jonathan’s presic@zncy, is
that pre-election struggles within partiesto se-
lect candidates (called primaries) are, at least
as fiecce as main electoral contests
between parties. The struggles within the rul-
ing Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) are the
fiercest g)r several reasons, including the fact
that the party, just like the National Party of
Nigeria (NPN) of the Second Republic (1579 ~
1983), is essentially a conscious and deliberate
coalition of several regional, religicus, ethuic
and “economic-interest” groupings - with var-
ious levels of bourgeois con ess. [he
PDP remains, as it was at birth, a pa
“strange bediellows”, simply

gest platform for sharing

vcrisiswithin the parry ¢
reduces to the problem of shas
tional cake™ cris in origin a prot
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whici are miece caricatures of I
own sets of features. Of these othe
more prominentare, of course: the Action (o1
gress of Nigeria (ACN), Congress for Frogres-
sive Change (CPC), All Nigeria Peoples Party
(ANPP), All Prc i - (APGA)
and Labour P inin
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for “Igbo presidency” are, for now, with
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Jonathan. The battle, again for now, is not
fought over this strategic question, that is,
Jonathan's re-election, but over concrete tacti-
cal issues.

The tactical issues (which everyone knows
are tied to the strategic qucsliorlgindude, at
this point in time, whether the party executive
in Adamawa State should remain in office or
be dissolved - in short, which group (A or B)
controls the party “machinery” in the state -
and who to anoint as the Chair of the part s
Board of Trustees (BOT). A third “front” is the
fight over the implications of the court nullifi-
cation of the election of the party’s National
Secretary. Group A has, in its leadership,
the president himself, the National Chair of
the pacty and dfaction of rhe party's National
Working Committee (NWC) while Group B is
led Dy PDP state governors, an ex-president
and the other faction of the NWC.

The proposition on the ferecity of pre-elec-
tion, intra-party struggles (primariesand the
Fmpmilmn that these internal struggles are
iercestin the ruling Peoples Democratic Party
{(PDP) end has to do with the question of
whether President Jonathan should contest
again or not may be illustrated with the “tac-
tical” issues mentioned above. On Sunday, Jan-
uary 13, 2013, a few days after the party
secretary was removed from office, some party
elders from Adamawa State, led by Umar Ardo,
addressed a press conference in Nigeria's cap-
ital city, Abuja. In that conference, Ardo af-
ned that the crisis in the party was
ved by calculations and projeciions on
i5 presidential election. “tis all absut

ybody that tells you anything contrary
sincere”, he said. Referring to the inter-
vention of the PDP state governers, Ardo sa

onc of them as the presidental candidate of
thie party in 2015 and that is why they are defy-
ing whatthe people and president want”.

As Ardo was speaking, another group that
goes by the name Nigerian Renewal Group
and describing itself as “consisting of young
professional men and women members of the
PDP”, came out with a stronger statement, but
along the same line as that of the elders. Their
verdict: “it is an open secret that the crisis in
the PDP has been contrived by the governors

o

in the attempt to control the NWC (National
Workinﬁ Committee) and dictate to the Na-
tional Chairman. Their intention is to position
themselves for office as president, vice presi-
dent or senators after completing their tenure.
Butwhy can’t they pursue these legitimate am-
bitions without employing crude, strong-arm
tactics?”. They then added this Nigerian
“flavour”: “When Baranga (PDP Chair) became
governor of Gongola in 1983, most of the pres-
ent governors were toddlers or in primary
schools. The old man deserves some respect”.
Continuing ity indicument of the PDP state
governors, this pressure gioup, led by Mapsur
Usman, said: “in their various states, the gov-
ernors hold the and  eccnomic
aces. They install it
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opponents
re are many of
them-haveth ity strong and plau-
sible indictnuentoi the party faction headed by
the President ang party chair. What do you
make of a situation where each of the two op-
posing sides in a party struggie has an equally
plausible indictment of its opponent?

The fact is that they are both operating out-
sides the framewori sketched in: their party
constitution. I would not say “in violation of the
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spirit of their constitution” because the PDP
constitution does not have a single
“spirit”, Each faction of the “founding fathers”,
“elders” and “board of directors” of the party
reads its own ‘spirit” into the document. More
concretely and directly, every active faction of
the leadership of PDP knows that it cannot ad-
vance its cause by sticking to the party consti-
tution or - indeed - the constitution of the
country. And this is one defining feature of in-
cipient fascism or anarchy: inability to obey
one’s own rules.

In its Saturday, January 5, 2012 edition, The
Guardian carried a front page 1eport entitied
“North ready te chase Jonathan out of powerin
20:5, says Arewa patiiots.”The body of the 1o
portwas thata group caliedt “Concerned Arews:
Patriots” {CAP), and led by Mallam Maiyaki Id1is,
said in Kaduna the previous day that since Pres-
ident Jonathan had “flagged off” his 2015 cam-
paign, his group would mobilise northerners
to beat him at the presidential polls in
2015, Idris argued: “North ought to hold poiit-
cal power, but the North now is nothing in
Nigeria. The economic power is the West,
whether vou like it or not. Take the statistics of
the banks in this country, the financial hous
the corporate organisations; tell me who
ages and who owns them. The commaercial 2¢
tivities in this countryare in the East. Inmyown
vitlage, we have energetic boys, but even il
anything itis from the Ighoman that I get it
norikerners have come to 2 stage where w2
3 yorkasone, ie-

Maiyaki fdris therefore throw
19A3 Nigeria witen the coun?
tiaily as a tripod: Norti
North further redu
reduced to Yoruba, an

the autiior implicit
started in 1963, with t of

Region,and continued up to the 19¢
re-division of the country into
states and six  geopoli

zones:

Political power for the North (Hausa - Fulani),

€Conomic E)ower for the West (Yoruba) and
2

commercial power for the East {Igho)! So, where
are the South-south pecples? Where are North-
cenral peoples? Satellites? Internal colonies?

« To be continued next Thursday.
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AIS if in direct response to Maiyaki Idris (see
ast Thursday’s column), Alhaji Usman
Farouk who is a retired Commissioner of Police
and former l%overnor of pre-1975 Northwestern
state, urged his Northern compatriots to engage
the pacification of the North, including ending
of the Boko Haram insurgency, before turning
to the struggle for the country’s presidency. He
was reported by The Guardianof January 8,2013,
to have said thisina press conference in Kaduna.
His exact words: “ don't share the view of these
people (Northem politicians) converging to dis-
cuss the 2015 election and politics. Where is the
country they want to govern? Is it the one be-
deviled with insecurity? Where is the country
thatyou are going tolead as president? We have
to save the country first before you talk of run-
ning for the presidency.”(emphasis minv?.
It was this statement, in particular the rhetor

ical questions, that inspired my present piece
and the ttle it carvies. Usman Farouk an
nounced, in the press conference, that his or

ganisation, the Northern Development Focus
Initiative (NDFI) pianned to call a meeting of
elders and stat-smen (and women)of Northern
extraction - ir.cluctg former heads of stare,
Generals Yakubu Gowon, Muhammadu Buhari

" and Ibrahim Babangida - “to draw up recom

mendations for the Federal Government on
how to-end the current security menace in the
North”. For, in Farouk's view; if the Boko Haram
insurgency continues there will be no country
by 2015.

Faroukalleged that government activities hac
ceased in some Northern states for fear of Boko
Haram; that some northern governors were
The struggle by the Igho segment
of Nigeria’s ruling classes for
“Igbo presidency” - which, if not
exclusive to, is at least strongest
in, the ruling PDP - makes sense
to me only in the context of the
tripod: Hausa - Fulani, Yoruba
and Igbo. But, then, that tripod
perished in the civil war (July

1967 - January 1970).
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holding their executive council meetings out-
side their states; that, “they don’t meet in
Maduiguri or Yobe”. What type of government
do they think they are running? He asked:
“How do you call yourself a governor if the ex-
ecutive council meetings are no longer held
within your state, when governors even no
longer slept in their states? The governor will
show up in the morning and stay at work till
12:00 noon. But in the night he will relocate to
10 different places before the day breaks”.

The day after the Maiyaki storyappeared, The
Nation newspaper carried the story, 2015 Ba-
bangida, Buhari, others begin consultations
(Sunday, January 6, 2013). The story had the
same thrust although the language of the Jan-
uary 6 story was not as shar%as the one pre-
ceding it. That essence was that political and
community leaders of the North had started
“coming together” to fight for Nigeria’s presi-
dency in the next presidential election. The
story mentions Generals Babangida and
Buhari and a “respected former Minister of De-
fence” asamong the “arrow-heads” of this new
effort.

Five reasons were uncovered by the reporter
for the renewed “push” for the presidency by
Northern politicians: “alleged alienation of
the North gy the presidency in appointment
and policy matters”; “unprecedented polar-
ization (and division) of the region along reli-
gious and ethnic lines”; “the worsenin
security situation in the region”; “allege
under-development of the North and the
yawning gap between the North and the
South”, and “the manner in which the South-
south has allegedly divided the nation and
what is seen in the North as its desperate plot
to retain the presidency in 2015".

On the same page 2 the newspaper
carried another report, which, when com-
bined with the first, could have raised the po-
litical temperature of the Jonathan
mmsm Titled OBJ's Kaduna visit stirs Jonathan,
Sambo tension, the story speculated: “In what
could become a replay of what transpired be-
tween former President Olusegun Obasanjo
and his then deputy, Atiku Abubakar, between
2003 and 2007, culminating in a sharp divi-
sion within the presidency, there are growing
indications that the cordial relationship be-
T i han and Vice-
have turned
m the visitof
yun Obasanjo,
ined asacon-
e people

ent Namadi Sambo i
. The speculation aros
rPresident Gene
toRKadune -a visi-offic
dolenceisit to “commiserate

and government of the state on the death of
former governor Patrick Yakowa.”

The newspaper, however, discovered,
through the state security services, that
“Obasanjo’s sympathy visit was a decoy to
achieve another objective”, and that was “to
mobilise inﬂuentiai traditional rulersin the
state against the alleged second term ambi-
tion of the president and canvass support for
the return of power to the North™. Tge paper
quoted “sources” as saying that what partic-
ularly “peeved” President Jonathan was the
role his deputy was alleged to have played in
facilitating the meeting between the former
president and some (Northern) emirs. The
Vice-President, as expected, immediately is-
sued a statement strongly denying the re-
port (The Nation, Monday, January 7, 2013).
His words: “The visit of former President
Olusegun Obasanjo was merely to commis-
erate and console with the Vice-President
and the good people of Kaduna State. The
visit with his entourage was witnessed by
journalists”. Sirce Northern traditional
rulers were also nieeting at the same venue,
the Vice-P:esident - I%lrther explained,
Obasanjo ¢z.ideri tn go overand greet them
-asagestul 2 ol respect.

This explanation sounds plausible and
should, in1.or:1 al circumstances, betheend
of the misicerpretation. But, then, this is
Nigeriaand e are dealingwith a personage
whose antecedents we all know: General
Olusegun Obasanjo. Iam inclined to believe
the Vice-President, but 1 also believe that
Obasanjo went to Kadunato “drum up” sup-
port for his choice for 2015 - whatever belief
the Vice-President held. However, my read-
ing of Obasanjo’s body-language at l{w mo-
ment is that he is committed to the
agreement on North-South presidential ro-
tation in the original PDP power-sharing for-
mula (or zoning formula) and that
simultaneously he believes President
jonathan is carrently in his second, and
therefore, final term in office; Or that the for-
mer president is as vindictive and unforgiv-
ing as he is reputed to be - this time against
Jonathan; Or that he is more opportunistic
than he is widely believed to be; Or that he
believes he is the ultimate god-father and
king-maker in the party.

An explanatory note: It wi
General Obasanjo (fromt
outhwest)was presic
(from 1999 t0 2007 and ha
to Umaru Yar'Adua { fro

11 be recalled that
outh, specifi-
for twoterms
d over power
¢ North. specifi-

cally Northwest) who unfortunately died in May
2010, about two-thirds into the first term of his
presidency. Dr. Goodluck became president and
completed Yar’Adua’s first term in May 2011. He
thereafter began a fresh term having won the 2011
presidential election. It is known that General
Obasanjo has “fallen out” with President Goodluck
whom he assisted to win the presidency.

The struggle by the Igbo segment of Nigeria’s rul-
ing classes for “Igbo presidzncy”-which, if notex-
clusive to, is at least strongest in. the ruling PDP -
makes sense to me only it: the context of the tri-
pod: Hausa - Fulani, Yoruba and Igbo. But, then,
that tripod perished in the civil war (July1967-Jan-
uary1970). In its place we now have what I have
called (for about 20 years now) Nigeria's power
blocs. There are only two of them, as I have also in-
sisted: Northern power bloc and Western power
bloc. Beyond these two power blocs we have the
geopoliical zones, the states, the local govern-
ment areas and the more than 250 ethnic groups
(or nationalities) that consttute this country.

My proposition on Igbo presidency is a re-state-
ment of the central position of this column, and
thatis the adoption of Collective presidency with
rotational Chair and Deputy Chair. This is a seg-
ment of the five-tier popular-democratic restruc-
turing of the country. The spedific political call
here is that all those groups and individuals - be
theysocial classes, social groups, ethnic national-
ities or de-classed masses - who are, or feel op-

ressed, marginalised or dispossessed in this
nation should adopt this structure in which is em-
bedded a genuine social transformation, and
struggle forit.

Iwould now like to bring these series of series of
articles to an end. I have deliberately built the dis-
cussion around the question of geopolitical re-
structuring. The core of my proposal is collective
presidencyand grassroots development with pop-
ular participation.In the course i the series I have
received a number of private responses, some
written and others verbal. They have been helpful
to me in several ways, but I have so far refrained
from responding to them because I do not want
to be defensive on this maer for one central rea-
son: the entire exercise is explorztory, by which I
mean that some of the sugzestions would require
further clarifications and amendments. This is ob-
vious even to me. Howevzr, in considering my
propositions, itis only fair > keer in mind the spe-
cific national problems{irmmediz-e and medium-
term’ thatwe wish to solve and to2 fact that, as far
as | know, my propositi : all, in
when reviewing
ses and comme

OPS:



