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The Hugo Ch ilrezrevolution
By tCwin Madunagu

D I l ( )l{l.,inally senling for the t itle th.rt .r1'1,1,.1p5

Lllrerc, I had considered, and seri,rlly.rh.tn-
r L,l rt'tl, t hree olher captions: Hugo ( /t'nr;i'5 | r?o-
I u I i,n. I lu.qo Chovez s sooolism and I lrrXu rh ovez's
2t\l it'ntury sociolism. AJthough arry ol these re-
jrcl c(l captions could have serverl my purpose, I
r I rore llrc I Iugo Chavez rwolution het ause, on the
orr lr,urrl. I wanted to avoid anyt hirrg that smells
ol llrt.rrrrrion that what happened i-n Venezuela
urrrlcr llrrgo ( havez was.tn experimenl in gov-
er rrrrr.rrl,rl \tvle, or Hugo chariez's "thing" ih,rr
worrld rlisappcar like bad dream, thatwould not
survivc l lid rnan: on the other hand I have not
bccD ( ()r)rlr)rl,rhlc with the slogan "2tst c(.ntiltV
<oci,rlr. r n". I t.rll u lr.rl happened in Verrt'zrrr.l.r //rr.
Hugo r lrrt, - rr'rrriulinn sinlply as an ,rt krr,rul
eLlt]tjn('rrl ,rl t lrr'r r irical lnd decisivc l(,,r(l'.r \1il1,
role pi.rr,.,t I'v lht m.tn in lhc r.'volrrlir,rr.rry
pr occss wlril(, he lrvcd-

IIugo (.h.rvcz, who had ireen ;trcsitlcrrt o1'
Vcnezuela lor 14 vears, died on liresilay, Mat ch 5,
20l.l. llut st've r'.rl wceks befole then nny Llt'rsolt
inlar('slc(l ill IIt,rl ( ()unlry. h)r h l'],tlcrL,t It'dsons,
lcirlvtIr.rl Ir'r rIrL'.rnnypjrarrool)ct it wdsJ ntal-
t er ol t i nrr' l ,L,Ji rrt. h c Jc pa rtcd the pla ner ea n h.
ForSol'll('ull{' l,'{'lrr terj llresident itta kerttlycott-
lo\lc(l (.1(,( I t(,r),lr'rl wlt()se opponent had the cx-

llJi( it \11)1,(,r I,,1 I l)r, trr)r l( J's otlly sUncr l)Uwct ltl
It trrr,tLIe tu t.rkr. lrrr r r,rllr trl olfrre loL reasons ol
jIl-htakh is rrot Irlic l,r i Iing to attend an event for
"unaqoid.iltlt cirLrrnrsl.rrr(cs". Iknewfront that
motnet)t ll:,rt ltilt rrnly h,l\ ( lr,r\(.7 I)'l,rIi l'tinq lu
the exjt dool bu[ ,rlr,, lll,rl tllc rrvolutjonarv
process in Venezutl;r w.rs .rppr rlrchtng a rlefini-
tivt'crerssr orrls.

Like Fidel Ca.st ro, his rrt-ntor, [.atin American
( |)rrrl).rtrir)l,rrr,I Ir rr'rrtl.lvlro.riso rcvu,rlerI rIUI jrc
u,rs rctiou:l) ril ,rnrl then lt,rrrrlL'tl ortr iris it,rtc
Llulics to l)i\ (lr'lllrly, ( lt,tvr'z ttrarle I'rrl,lrc lris al
llittron, kept tlie;rirlrlit ,rlrrr',rsl rrf rts {lr'\'r'lolr
ment ar)d tlrc Iil:lrl ,r,rrinsl jl. ,rnd trrqt'rl tlrt'
p('o|le lo \ltl,lx,t I I lr(' vir r' ;r11 .1r1,'111 sltorrltl lit'
become perrna lrt'r rt ly ir rr ;rlr.rlrle of resr.rming lris
clutics. Adtrlt s s Iror rkl lt rrr iw u'ir.rt that rleant, a:tc1

wlrJl lo Cxl')c( l.
I Io\^,cver, I belitrn', 0r r.rt I rIr, !l r onljly suspcct,

tlr rt I Jllgo ( ll.r\'( l \.rtltrt' trl, irl.r'tlr.ri ,,1 \.;s,tt
.\r..lJi dboul J J,'r.t,l,' .r1'r,, s.l\ ,,rtili, i.rlly in-

duced.This is notthequestiorr ol rrry l', rrrr,,r
Nigerian for whom there is lr,rr ,lly ,r rr.,r r r ,r I

death. ]ustthinkof asiturtion wlrlrl tIrl l,,r
eign ministryof theworltl's,'rrlv ,trl,i t I','rv, r

(adepanmento[stJl('I)r'xl lr I*'\\, r ,'rrl\ t,'
the presidency itscll ) uorrII r".t.rl,lr'.1 r .r ., 1,,r
rate directorale lo coorrln).rlr'.r I'r,'1,, I t(, Ir(l
uidate, by all mc.tns, ,r ;,r,1,rrl,rr sor i.rl
experimeltt l{oirl8, orl ir),r 

1 
ror rr, I rr rl r r r lr'l rcr x I

ent Thitrl Wol ltl t ottnl t y.rrrr I rlr'.r r lr lrt rt r lx
amplt'! Si vct.tl "r'\l)( r t'," rr rrrcrlrr,rl,r r( n( r'\ ln
Nolllt Attr, t t,.t lr.rr, '..r'l rt I rrl,',..rl,lr'trr rl
tlttr, .ttttlln,'.'.ltlrr,ttr,r t I rll.rl r,,r\\,tr( llt.tl
otlt l),lr I r( ttl,rt "t'xpt'r t " li.r I rlcr l.rr t r I .,rtr Ir lx'
lr' I.ilr "rJr\.rrt\". I\1V ilIrrr, rlr,rt' lr"1,,,[\( l\
llr.tl w'r' sltoulrl,tll w,rit lor r L'r,t'l,rl rrir rs.

Wor lrlwitlL l tlrr I iorrs lo ( I r,rra'z's r lr'.rl Ir r,rrrri
in lon( lll . Wc ,tll s,tw trr,tss t'xprt'ssiorrs ol
ll.titt. Irlr llltvisiorr rrii'rvt'ls.rr ross Ilrc r,,lolle
rv)t;rl ltlppL'ltctl i nsirlL' \''r't rlzr rll,r,u rr l r r r ror r rt.
olltt'r Sttttllr AII)('ti(,r (olllllr,( \ rl'r'rl no tt'
tcllirtg. Yc,tr tit.Uty ( ot)ll),ll { l I ri5 tr ) r ( .1( I r( )r r\ I o
thosr' t hat carne .rl t lre rle ,r t lr ol l'r r'. ir lIrr t Al rr lIi
Nasserol iigyl)t in St'PlIrrrlrIr I,)/o ()r ll),rl r){
GeneralSecrcta|y]tisrlrir 5r,rlilr ill N4,il( lr i,)', t,
all depcnding otr yorrl r r'.rr linlr rrl I rislr ir v,rrrr I

1n35s ilrvt lrolill-V.rl){l \r'rr ( Ilr I,' rl rr 1, "1,,.'t',llpersuasion. llowi'vc1 rio rrrlcr, rro rr'r rlrliorr
;ry leJd(t, wultl(l lr.rv,' wtrlr,,l I',r .r in(rr I J,lil
rious dcp,it lttt L I ir.rr t lr,rl, rl I Irrr'r r t Ir.ri r z.

\{'lr,tt I r rrttsirir'r riUl)(,r l,lilr lL) I Irr\.r I r( l,,tr''
ll)c l(:.tclions o, (lrli( [l tttl, rr ol tlrrr w,,ri,l
,l D(i I I)r' ln( rt (' I l'l1ti'\l't ll,rl i\ ( 

"1,1 
I IoI l\ r)l j tilI I

t ulitrg,,rt,liir,rtl p"ol'1,'. ltrrt I rl,,rll rrr.rl.,, r'rrh .r

short sclccljott. l-cl tnc, ltowcvcr, s,ry Lrlrliorrt,
t hat n.iy ma in concern lr crt' is t Ire /r,ssorrs ol l lrc
I lLtgo (..hav: z I evolulion. I h is is not lrr "l cadr
!tri( " ffd\0t]: or I O "live rrlr Irr uxl l't t.rl iol)'. I.lt:.i
t.tkir':g. trll t hls issrrc hrr,rrr.r I ]r,rvr.lrcerr t orr-
virrccri lor;r long tirlrc ll)ilt, illtilnalely, (llert
will bc a lunclanrt rrtal, rton-scct.rrian lrnrl
mass-engineered rupture rn the str ucturc;rrrrl
co]ltentofthe tligerian state. u/hat I rray r)ow
ariri is that I believe that thc mpture liere .will
br r liisturita!ly-determirted r.rrr,rrrl ol lvh.rt
tool' alace irr I l rrpo Clrdvrz'\ Vrnc/-uel.r. rI I rr,,v
lr :( l lrJr exprr.iun Jor f[e( isc hisror:c,rl ;:cri-
odisatiorr. \or:rc wouid lil<e ro.rir,criJ ririr
proposirion by adding the pi.irase "that is, il'
|.ligei-ia sun{ves its currcnt systern ic r:risi:i'. fu'ly

r (.:,1)()nsc will be that the ruprure I am talk-
rr,r' ,rlrorrt is fast becoming a concliticrn for
Nrlr.r r,r's "survival"-

lt lrn Ilugo Chavez died: From ODtario,
r ., r r,rr I,r. I',trrI Kokoski, writing under rhe cap
t irrrr lhr dcalh ofHugo Chavez in his Ietter [o
r I rr. r'r I itor of llr t iuardion in I he paper's issue
ilI M,rrr lr il, jil | I, \J id: "Vcnczrrclan prcsidcnt,
llugo (.lr.rvt'z was a contmunist diclator
wlrose lrcrocs wt re lrirlel Castro, Maht))orr(l
Al r rrrctlir re jad, Robert Mr.rgabe, and Hezbcil-
l,rlr lcader, I-lassan Nasrallah. One of his
II,ll,rr Fo,lls wdS tO inlegr,lle ( il1,.r,
V('r r'lrrr'1,1. I londuras, Nicalagua, Bolivia,.rr rr I

I:r tr.rtior u r rtier one l\4arxist-socjalist govrln
rrrlr r( rr rnbrrlla..." Then followed a bitter r)r-
r il rri( i.rti(iil, crlding with:"Like Stalin, he wiil
lrot bc ntissed." Kokoski thus listed sonte of
t lre rrain grievances of the bitterest opposi-
tior) to IJLrgo Chavez.
llrrtlt'r (he caption, Hugo Chavez's rotten
lr.tytry, lha Economi-sf, jn itieditorial ("leader")
0l l,,1,rrch 9,2013, said that, "with luck, chav-
ir:rrro (tlral is, the Chavez - inspired revoiu-
I i(ir).iry rrovelrerrt)will novr have lost nuch
ol i1s slinq. llis death could help bteal< the
r lt',r r I Lrclt that tras sl alled Latin Arnerican in,
Ir'1lr'.i1ion. l'he Chavt'z ibrntula - exploiting
ir rct 1u,r lily antl social grievar)crls to clemonise
llrt o1;lxrsilicn - wiliretnaina porverful one.
l1ill I il r\\ llr,rl llrt man Irar g,,11r1 l,ilin /\ntct.
r, .r'\,lIlt li r{ t.rt' lr.tr e an c.rriet t,irl,". /hr,l Lr,fl
orrris/ I Iurs intellectuaLzetl Kokosla's opinion.

I)r (.si(lerlt Bairacl< Obama of rhe l.lnitcrl
\i.rtr \ r)l r\rncr ic.r c.lclullv and rlet, lrr 11, ,.,,

l, r t( rl l!r\ wot d\,lrut his t lir trrt w.rs r lr.rr: "At
r Lrs r lr,rllerrgirrg tinie UI i'residet)t I lrt!,n
r i,,,rr.z's p,rs.iirt:, lhe Urrrlcd \l,rres re.alirr rrrs
i { s sr rpport lor t I rc Venczui-h n peoplc and i ts
irr(i'rcst irr rIevt:loprng a consll-uctivL. r('1.t,
I iorrslriD wilh the Venezueian govct t)ntent.
As Vr:nezucla begins a ncw chaptcr in its llis-
toly, the Urritcd States reru.rins iontmitterl to
1,,'ir, ic. tu Irtuil)olo d{ ;nr)Cl,rliC 1,r irrtiplc*,
tlre tttlc ol l.rw, trrri le\l)(,(t lor lllnrt.rn
ri-11rt.". (l/t,,Lrrriirilriir, i\1,irch 7). A flrrirer'
n.lleIi( dn p! r.sidcnl, lilntnv C.rilr r, poilrtcd
,rt .orr:rllrirrg Iie sart: Hc i.rrd rh,rt flrar'ez
'rvjil lre rer,i,:nrhcled jcr ]:ir I'old asscriion
ol t he ari tononry anii inrleirettrleitce ior Latjn

Anerican governmt'nts". (7hc Guardrrrn, March 7).
This is a tlilJt'r r'rrt t Itint lronr wltat K,.kosLr .: ;,' I ftc
fconomi.\l saW r)r J tlillcrcnt i!)torl)rctJtioo ul the
s,rme tlring tlr,rl Kokoski antl I}el.i,,tilnrisl s,rw.

The gover nrlrcnt of t he l)eoples Repuhlic ol China,
towing its wt ll known linc ol "non-intcrfcrcrrct',"
simply saiti tliat l Irrgo (.lravt'z w,rs a "grrat lricnd rrl
thc (.1 rir rcsc peoplc" ,rrrrl lr "gr r.ul lc.rdtr ol Vcirczuela
rvlr0 lrrrl niltle.tn ilill)orl,lDt torrtrrbution to the
fi itntiJy and coopcrativr rrirtions betu,een China
and Venezuela" (7'he Cuardkn,l,larch 7).The Russian
Presitlent, Vladimir Putin, said thit l iuso [.havez
tr.tr ,nl "uncomn)on Jltor)!nl,lr) u lr,' Iloli, r! 'rrlo
tlr, ltrttIeandalwdvs\('t Ilr(,l)iul)('. I r.rttcl l,,l ,rin)
rlll",rtttl t hanked him lrr "l.rvrr ig t ltc rolr, I I',r..r. lur
l(rr.sra-Verrczucla relll iur,s". I t ni I rrropc,rrr I lr riorr
( I.t l) said that, "Venezuela has stooci out lor its sociai
dcv.lopment and for contributiun to South Arner-
ica's rcgional integration". The governrnents of
!ub,r, Irarr and Syr ia ,rl.o serrt mcsl,rges. tsut lve all
krrcrv the iirrcs alI thcse "villains" ol rhe AlneriLan
power would tow. The details rnay therelore be
omifted.
Coming hcme now: The Nigcril n Pi:cs jrjr rr1, tlootl

luck Jori,rthan. said tlr.rt Hrr:r,t ir.rvlz "i'rr',,r1\' (.1
dc.rrrd hirrrsell I() tlr( ()r{lrr,r\ 1',,,;,l, ol lrr,
counlry lvith his adnrir;rhlr lllolls lo irngrror:r, lltt,
livinr t uttdil i,rrrr ol trrr,l,.r 1'r rr rl,,.,r rl \r'rr, . q1, l,rr.''
dtr(l llr,rl !lteJ,ttL ;,r, rt'1, rrt ,lr,l tlrr 1, r1 l" rt tl..rr lrr'
e,rlrl.l t,r ttl'lrlt lrir 1,,,'1'1,,rr,,1, r'rurtr l rn tlr I I \i rl(
,,1 ltir ptr'str lIt rr V .r )lrl \lr I r r',.rr lr'rrt | \r,rrr n, rrrlr.rrr,
tr ro tr, .rli. Att, i I Irr r'.rt, 11,'t P,,11; 1,.11

IIttD t,ttrrr',r rl,il I( lr(,,(,r)l,rlrvt lrrlrrrlr. \!rilirtri
ttnr ilr l lrr r,rl)t r( )r) ///r' r ol,,t tLl tt t l tt Lrvr' t tl| r r rr /qri/, l,ri
,tlrl Al,tttttt (irr lris //r' Nrrlrrrl rrrr \rrrirlrr1, r ollnrrr,
Sttrtrtlrrnrl Jr orrntl)ol lVl,rr r ll Io,.,ol i),.,,r!( l: "\ /rl l) l lt{l
;,,rrritr': llrtr l,.r\l ur'r'l..rt tlrr'.rr r'r'l .)i.,'l llrr.ir)
t lr.rrIz llrc. l.ttL, Vr n,'zrr, l.'ir l,.ril. l, LrtIr \trrr rrr.r
has lrisl ot te of i1s lrosl t olor rr Ir rl Ii . ri lt'r r; . rr rt l polr.r rl
lr rt r r',n'.,rlr,,t .ql,,l,.rl rr r r;,,,r r,rltsl l... llul l l{,1 ( ll ll,',t
l.rrrtlV l,V,rllowilrg Ilr' Vr t)r /u, l.rn l)c(,1,1( Irr ( jrlr,y
tlrcir 1-,,otl-givclr borrrrty, (-h.rvez has rctirned ui to
tlrc lirst.plitrciplcs ol sovt'r't-.ignty: th.lt power and
n,llror),rl lt \ilil1( r.\ lr,.lr':tq Jrtsl ,lnrJ lr)t{ mr}\l lU Illf
;;cople.rrrrl nol lo,t ll)icvitrg polilic,r! r.lite. Tlre
$ cr ltl ;rrrl l,rrn r.:niry at l,rrge tn,r1 \1,t Ii.1vc I l)c I .,tin
Anrt r ic,ur: io r Ir,rrrk lur prri',idiul u' rtit !t.r n,,1, o, rt
ol thc truo y,'.trs (p;\l(molo!ir,lJ r u1 r]e..urui ur...t

' l l) IlioJ('rjIirV...". i-Jr: ee lori t.r IuI t !rc:cr.
. jo itt tu,Ltn*cd next'fhttrsdnv
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The Hugo Chavez revolution ( 2)
By Edwin Madunagtt

f Asl ll)ursday,inthe openingsegnenl (ll llrI
l+r'r rr's, I sirveyed tltc tril-rutes, posrttr '
.rrrrl rrcuative. that-followed the deatlt ol I'r ' ' r

rlcrrr Huoo Chavez of Venezuela on M,rl,l, ,

2oit. I iniend to stavciosetothesettil'rrt, lr'
./005. the Monthlv Review Press, Ncw Y' ,r l. r,

lcased a i;ook: Un del slonditl1thP V?r)('/lir'ir t t t r t ,r '

llttiott : Hu Po Chol,ez t alks I o l4url o I l, tt t,,, l',.' I l 
"inLcrview'was recordcd ilr lut't'' .',r''. tu"

months after the failer! ntiIilrtty t.rt1',t1',,trrrrt
PresidentChavcz. M,tl t.t I l,tl t tcr lilt lr,t t r",l rlt ( t t I

and well-lmowrr I('st',tt t ltt't,ttttl .tttl ltot tt t Ltt tt t

Amerjc.lh I eliisl Prrltl t, \. I lrr' .'l rr ) 
1 ',r1'r', u'r'll ,rr r

notalcd atlrl rttrrrrllr ll,wrttl'IIr,,1, w.tr tIt, ltr',t
comprchettsivt'.1((oll,)l ol Velrcztlt'l't's tt'rrttltt
tiottity ptrtt,'tt l(r r ollr(' llry w.tv. 11r'lrrtr llr' tr

ntosl,il wlt,tt I ktrcw,rlnt tl wlt.tl w,t: l',r rtt rl',r,t r lt r

thc ( (nlnlI v wot c att oullts liy tlte l:tlttrtlttt't jt.tt t

Dr css. I ll(' llo\t lllt! r,l t It is PIlss,,rs wt' ,t ll kt t' 'u', ts

c.r I {,lr I )l i( .ll-
I lic rr,'strtr'ttt tal elccl iotr that bl orrlilrt I lrr11r,

t lt,rv,'i lo puwci look lll,lce in De(e)))ll|l lt,'18,
,li rrl r he iniuguratjon was held early il) lt)',',. S' ),

rlre irrterviciil relerred to took plat c I ltt,',' vr,tt r

and a haif lnlo the regime Alcas r ttvr'tlrl lry
Huqo C)ravez included-the bacl<grourrrl tu tlri'
rev6lutionarv Drocess, thc tlansitlol) l0
'Chavezism' (a rransition that was unbclrcv,tblv
neacefu l. constitudonal, democratic .rt td "itt:t t'

iutional';): the role o{ tlre milirary in llte lcvtrlrr
tiorr (and coul)terrcvolution); revolutiolt,,rty
socioeconomic inlervention (bv thc statc); for
eicn policv; and the April 1l,2obi tailed coup d'€'
rai cbmrienting onihe book, saul Landau, an
autliol said: "Mirta Harnecker's pe:letraling
ouestions hrine otrt the profunditv of Hugo
illauez's intellilence and his sense 6l commit-
nrcnt as wcll ai sense o[ humour. This book is
irrdisDensablc for understanding the tevolu'
tiouarv orocess in Venezuela". I agree. Ger the
LouL a'nd hcar the man himself talk-- in diflerent
sittrations.

I r \/',, | | r r Ir Ar riin clocs notrequire an introduc-
rrrr It( { r)rrrt1l(,rrted: "Marti Harnecker's im-

clarifu the

nine couDs d'6ut and insurreclirrtts; relited
offiiers did the sa,nc: waiting Ior t ecall ot
self-recal) to active dury, in polttrt s or trt tltu
militarv. I read sonrewhet'e tllat ,r st.rndard
ioke in tolombia at a tintc was I lus dialop,ur'
berween a servrng anny offi ccr arrJ a t ct iring
one:
Seruing officer: "Wlra I will you be doil rg now
thatvou are rctiring?"
Rerir:ing of frt e t: "What do you ntr',tn? I'l,rn
Dir][ insurrccrions, ol course."

Militarv ollitt'rr moved lrotti tlrc lrttt,rt hs
ro presiilcntial lla)accs and govcrlrt)rcrrl
hodses, ancl bac(: public serv;-nts. l)r icsls,
teachers and sludents moved easily into llrc
.jungle and b.rt k agaiu.To wish to conl|sl l(,1'powelwar 

urrdcr stood to mean golng cithcl
ihrough tlrc bar rel o[ the gun or thc hallot
box oibot h. Poiitics and political power ltad
dir ect, unmediated definition in Litin An)cr-
ica. 5o, when Hugo Chavez said, in the 2oo2
intcrview that the process that brought him
to oowervia oresidential election in-Decer:'
bei tsss wai "peaceful, but nor disarmed''
I understood him both lirerally
and rnetaphorically. Whether a particular
coup d'6tat was good or bad depended on
whdther it was Left or Ris.ht. nol whether it
was armed or unirmed, Feacelul or violcttt.

The Latin American political tulltrtt tlt'
scribcd here was not chosen by t he p,'o1 ,lc. l, ,

so ro its roots is to examinc how lrl tlt,tl . rtt, I

Iflcrlv enslaving the for rt:s o[ t,rlrtrtt,tltsttt
andneocolorrialGm llrrl tltrtsr' 1 

r'rrplr lt.tsrtr I

through.Topul ll)e,t).rllr'r rlrr,, tly,tlr, r'x1,,'

riences o[ the l:l itt Atttlt ir,rtt i rrr tl rL ttt trlt't
Snatttsh arrd I'ot ltrllttr'st' t rrlr rttt,rltrttt, Att t,'t t

.1,, n"o, olorri.rlisitr dllrt "n,ll ive" (lr( l,l(ul
slrip nt.tdc pr',rr t'ltt) t lt,rtrg.' ,tltttrrsl
irnilossiblc. l)nfikc irr Atttt't ir.t ,itl,l t ,ttt,t,l,r,
dernocrattc chattge wJs cot)lplult'ly I I I h 1l r )l Il
urtdcL sutccssjve phases ol I.atirr Atnrtir,t'r
modern history

Rrpi! Debravis a Dromiltenl l tcnLlt-botLr
hist orician ol ilnred srrugg)es in Lal in An ter-
)ca. In i965. ))e Du[ out tlre hooh:lalhl Amer'
ira: Sonrc 1;robleins ofrclolulionarystruteg'),. I'le
s.rid somewhcr e itr t he l.rook: "l hc Venezue
]ans wcre 1 I rc fi rst t o experience in the ( oun-
lrv mosr direcliv colonized bv rhe United
\:ires because oT its oil and irbn, what the
'neoolc's war' has bccome in pnst{uban
iorditions. Thev naid dearlv frir rheir pio-
nrcring role". Tlri enrphasii, fot me, isirot

orrlv on'navinR dcarlv", forthe masses thtouglrout
Latilr Anier:ica"uaid'dearlv' utrder colonial, semj-
r olor rial and nebcolonial ri'gimes. Tlre emphasis is

also on "the rounlrv most djrectlv colonjzed be-
caus('ol itsojland iIon". HugoChavezlatewauden'
(ounrclr(i tlre two phenotnena as a boy. He was
conscious ol llrese in I97o when, al lhe dge ol 16, he
cr tr rrcd tlrc Acade:nv of M ilitarv Scicnces.

loddy,48 verrs altei Regis Debr"al'made his ana)y-
si s, ar rd ll yiars rnto tlre Hugo Chavez rcvolul iotra ry
nro( c\\, ai)d sevcral Anreritan presidents (Dernoc'
i.r ts rr rd Reoublicans) Iat er. t ltc Dcol rlc oI Vene'zucla
ar,r stiil "oivinp deariv" in delchce ol tltcir"oil and
ir on''. tr ii, tht rllore, riot surprisirtg that Ltnder tltis
Irrstulrcal condit ion Huqo Chavez- lound himself in
a t orrsnir atorial Dolitica-l srouD \^.jihin the Milirary
Acadeir:r: Hc, oliourse, hi-d a ihoice ol going lef oi
rieht, bui lre chose Iqfi or, per haps, the icf chose him.
On tleccm lrcr i7,1982, four captains in the Venczuc-
lan armii inr luding H ugo Chivez, (aged za) fornred
the Bo/ir0riaa Revolutiottury Moveficllt (MBR 20o)
and swore an oath of commtrment to liberating rhe
nation.The orsanisalion was named afterSimon Bo-

Iivor (U83 - 183J0), popularly regarded, and named,
the liberctor ofSouth Atncico. Bolivar was born in
Caracas, now iapjtal ol Vet:ezuela; hut lre led and
fought a liberation war almost across the entire con-
tirenl.

Tlrc llolivarlan Revollltiottary Movement (MBR
2rrrr)w.rs ri.rrrr,r I lr) ( on')tltcntorate tlre seroltd cen-
t( il.ilv (,1 lk,lrv,lr'\ l)i11ll. It is also not surptisillg,
I'ivlr) tlr( l,,rr k*touttd I had earlier sketrlrcd, tlrat
Mtllt .lr )r, l, Irnri,li,rtIly )inked up wilh ]cll'lsl 8,oups
rrrrrrrrl rlr, rurlil,rTt'. ln late Fcbruary1989, cigl)t
v(,I\.rll('r llr' i',ilnalion of I\4BR20O,a ma(sacle
rr rok I rl, rt r' i r r Vencz uela. An i ncrease in fuel plices
Ir,r,l [,r'r'rr rl,'rrced by thc goveinlnel)t and this
\l),u kr.(l \p')utJneoui, popilal but trnarmcd, in-
,i',,,,, t r,,r i I lrr uLlslrouL the countrv. Humdn I'i!.1 lts
,',1 i'r rl,, r, l,,,r I ('{ I i i.,,t ore. 5,OOO p6oplc rvcrc killed
l,y r ll rrri)rr,rr 1, irr the toursc of resloring "ldw and
or rlcr".

lltruo t lr,rvcz,-rrrd his militarvcomladcs rvere, o[
rou r ic, serrl ou t I o l est ore "lawind o: dcr". You nray
rruagirrc lrow they felt. But they did \\,lra1 tllcy must
do t6 str ike a balinrr belwccn tlleir (or)sciousncss,
their conscience oD the one hrnd and tlreir recog"
nitioD of t he ueed nol to he s1 u pi d iy volunt aristi c
or ) t he ot her: Tjle 1989 "explosjoli", ai yotr rvot rld ex-
Dect. pteatlv sharDcDeJ h4FR's cinsciou5llcss,
ir.enrr'lened it s orgini.at ion i n t ho I t ri) itr ry and cx
oand"ed its "corttaits" in the tivil srrciclv. lxaclly
ihree years latcl ir r Fehr r ra ry I 992, 1 lrcl' struck.
.To bi rcntinucd nexlThursday.
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ol /L| Noliorr on .lunday point iD the same di-
r ( i t ior)i WIlcl cas Samir hmin says "...in what
I r, rv wL.ll I'r,r r rlr re,r 5lage in the long-run trans'
lII I r r,rl ri,r I (,1 t I rr globail system",Tatalo Alan:u
r.r I k\' ), "1'r r tvrr l,r rt us witlr a wav out oI the six
I rrr r rr lr lr ( vr',rr s r rl rDistenro]ogic-al cul de sac of
wr.\r,'ilr nr,)d('r nirV.." (Ihe Nation on Sunday,
I\1,il{ lr I;. 20ll). The oDtimism expressed in
t I rrsc t wo t ribuies leadi us back to history.

I tr('l ir rilcd Srates of America exponed tlie ex-
r.r r rl tvr, yrr esidcntia) syst en of government to
rlr,. ( ilil;rrri{.s ol Iatiir Americi. The various
tvr,('\ r)l ilr()rrstlosines this cxDon fhen devel-
,,t1,',1 ,r, ,'.r, l: reripiettt countil, depended on
llr.rt t,,rrDlry's historical peculiarities and
\l)r.( i Jtcitles. ilu1, generally America's "protec-
l{)lalc\". tolonres and dependencies to the
\r,rrt lr wer o tr0t rtrosoerous enough to re{ine
tht, rorrglr l,rcci and edges of tiie absolute
rn()ndr Llrv wlriclr executive pt esidencV so re-
serrrl,lcrl Arnerica did not introduce denroc-
racv to Latin America. The new colonialists
tal<irrg over from Spain and Portugal did not
ronsidt't denroctacy ncLessary to Suarantee
l heirexploitation artd dominalion, Having do-
mcsticdted and consolidated the erecutlve
presidential svslem, thc i'ulers of the nomi'
hallv indeoenilenl counlncs o{ Lalin America
r heri madd rheir own contributiorts to modern
politics: high)y politicized nrilitary cotrps d'6-
iat, military dicrarorship, armed struggie and
suerrilla warfare." For a period covering a grcater par t of tlre
lglh anal 20llr Ler][u, jes, t]tel e wds no (oul)l I y
in l-alin America wltet'c a guerrilla wa rfarc was
nor soins on at each ooinr itt tinte. In olher
worts, aieaclr Dojnr iir tirire, rvhocvei u'as in
power - a n) jli6ry llrtrla ur a ( ivilian go\ erll'
iaent, elected or ielected - there wct e seriotis
armed insurrections challcngi::g the slatc.
Serving milita ry of{tcers spct rt their tilne plan-nran of
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The Hugo Ch ffiiezrevolution (E)
By Edrin Madunagu
?ft lf j989 mdssacre in Venezuela, ds w('!lw ln the
I cl,irrng paragraph of the last segrut'ttt, greatly
slr,rrl','rrCd revolutionary and Irdtriulic con-
s( i( )r r\ness in Hugo Chavez group i n t I rl a rmy. The
lrr ur rn,rrh o[ thai mass slaushter- in which an es-

rr:n,r, ,{l s.ooo people died- also inrluded the
r,rl'r(rcxnansion of-the group's allies in therivil
s(,rlriv .ll)d the srouo's [irm determination to
st! rl.r'il){'r.glmeind the system at the earliestop
Dol I uniiv-
' 

N r g,-r r.r ns oltler than, say 3 j, ma1' remember the
ma\\ {)rorrsfs soarked in Nisecr in Mav1989 bv
the I r 

jrd'ships generated byf '. r'.^'; I brlhim B.i-

bangrdi's Structurai Ad;ui r renr Progratttntr'
(sAP). l.,ke in Vcnezuela, r-,. e !r:-'' mdssJllcs,
thcre wt'rc lrrrsts and the': l ert'. :.erttions.AnrI
takint nart ir) lllo Drotes":'r:e latrottr ttttiotts,
popu 6idem..r,tt rt orgat r.l.at ic.i s. ht:t nutr I iliht s

r'r:vists,studcnts,professr.,, ^ r,,lr,' lcllil( \,rrkll
i., t i', -,mcn.:nd rn!n and de, ,tr:r'rl :'rdr"idu,rls,
lne'rrretched of the earth" and thost: Marx said
were victin)\ ol "no particular injustire, but in-
justice in rent'ral". I cannol s:y if rhere were stir-
iings rn the aimv on that occ.:sion. But many
arresis torrk r,iai i on the lef:'ai Solarin (if t re-
memirer coricct l'.), Gani Farvehtnmi, Baba Onra
iola.l-trni F,rlana, tlcko Ransome-Kuti and several
i,,orrrrq activrsts 1,r, xiirced by rhe Nrtional fusoci.
iri,rn bf Nigeriirl \rud('nrs-(NANS), etc were de-
t.ril)('d. Somc w('r(' latcr tharged to court lor
t rc.lson.

Sr'v,'ral politrcal regroupings were inspired on
t l rc I llt: lhese includi'd t he Ga n i l-awehinmi Soli-
r l.u rr r'orflanisafion (GFSA) and { he Popular Dem-
ot r ,r irc Front (PDF} But unl i le what happened in
Vcnczuela three months eariier, the revolutionary
mom€ntum generated by the Ma-v 1989 events in
Nigeria was l6su There were at leisl to other lost
revolurionary moments during the long Ba-

bangrda - Abar h,t rnilrtary dictdtorshiP (19E4 -

19q8 ).

Thi ner iod (tsx9-t'r't.' 1 w,r ' ft rr Hugo Chavez's
militaiti.r;r otrp t Irt' 1r'r tr x I r rl I r rohilisarion and or'
ganis.rr i, irr antl, I r*;ultl .rr l, l, rr',r i t i ng. tsui ihe rvatt-
irryq gn riod enrlt.,l wlr,'n .r .,'ti-otts national
t(,.1( ll.rs stnke eruptt'tl in larru.tri 1992. On Feb-

ru.Ir\ 4, l9()1, Lt. Col. IIrtg(, ( ir.rvtz initiated a
t,,rrrrtr y rvrtl,' "rlilttan lrl,r l'illl - tlt \rnczrrel:.
l lrr' r llrcls tr,'k,t numht't,,1 t r llt .tt v h:rrack> tn
( ,rr .rr as, t lrc L.rpit.rl. and st x r rt I rig ,- ittes. 5ut crruid
ll(rr ,,ti.(.,1)" r\,(".i i :lir.:illlrr,' lt:r-iaiio'.ued Prt:

ident Carlos AndrezPerez to t'st,tpc llrr' 1'1r '1

dentthen mobilized loyal trrxr; r',,rr tr I ;'t rl' l"rvt t

the rebellion.The rebels rttlior r.rt'' |,r "r 
rr |''r r' l'i l

andChavezwasmadetrr,t,l,lr, .. lrt,,'1t11',111

ions in arms and the entlt t' t ottttl I y ott ltvl lV
from the Ministry of l)t'l|rrr ( " Nl.rrl,r ll.rl
neckerreportetl 'lIttllrrt lr.rv, r rrtlr rr''I tIr' l.r

mous woid.'l t.rlir' I t \l ilrr' rl,rlrl \".rr r, l'l' I I r,' \'
which cat,rprrltlrl ltttit l,,tw.tr,l .t. .t tt.tltott.tl
leadcr- llrc Mllli,)oo u'.rr tt lrottt tttttl v('.lls
aficrilsr tr'.tltott"

'lltt tt'ttrtsol suttt'tttlt t trtr ltttlt'rl lltcrlcll'lr
Itorr,.rrrtl llrt'tt rltst lt.tt gr',ttl,t Itttlttlrt't ol I t'lx'ls,
itrr Irtrltrll t lt,rvcz ltirttscll, lrottt lltt'.tt rrty,ttttl
tlrc lc-rlrsrrrptirrt ol tlllrt'ts. ()tt Nov('llrl)('l .J'l,

l()()f, lttsl:t t 0ttlllettl ln()ll(l)s.lllt't lltI ltlrt rt,tt y

4, l(-)1)2 (l('l(111, and witlt ( lt,rvt'r,t I rtl sottr ol llis
trrlleagttcs tn prison,atrotltct tttrltl.tt vt ott1t tli'-
t.lt rv.is.ltlr .Tbterl. l hts ottt'.tlso l,ttl|tl. t )tt tltis
or carion senior oflit,'rt, irtt lttrltttg l]t n,'l,l:\,
pJrtrr ii,ated dnd more l.lt"' ls w|lt' \('llr'(i. I i)r'
same results fbllowcd. ()ll M.ry lo, l'l'rl, I'r, \i
dent Carlo;Andres Pt'rt'z w.ls itirlrc.tt lttrl I ry I Itr'
Supreme Court for"misttsirrg ptrlr)rt I tttttls''; ott

June 5, 1991, a trdnsiti(,tl !I)vr'l l,;ll('lll rv.l\ ill
lralleci to prepare lol ,i Pr('sirl('l)lt,rl ('1, 

' lr,)lr;
Hugo Chaiez, from dt'lt'nliolt, t.tlI',1 lot ",r1,

steilnon" or. in his oittt wo;tls,',1, tlvt'Jl)\lt'l)
tion", that is, "no to the partics, no to tl)('
elections,andyestothcptopo5dI l()t r lt,)l)1,"\
r onstiflrtional assemblv'.
Hugo Chavez's revoluiionary linegreatly con-

tribuled to the achievemenl ol52 pcr (ettl dh
stention in the presidenlial electlon o,
November a, tg93. Dr. Rafael Caldera, however,
won. On March 26.1994, the nelv president,
who had included the pledge to release Hugo
Chavez and his colleagues from prison in his
manifesto, fu lfi I Ied thii popular election prom-
ise. (That pledge had boosted his tittory
chances). i he pnsoners were released. The ex'
mititary oflic-ers who now emerged from
orison were mature revolutionaries in their
bwn right. ar comparable level of theoretical
clarin'and ooliticil exDerience with "estab-
lished' civi trin tefrisr politcal leaders. Thev rrav-
elled rouncl the countrv and, sometimei,
outside. Irc group's initial campaign rvas
"Constituional Assemhll Nowl' AJthouglr it
rvas a singi.-minded and ionsistent campirtn.
not distra.:edbr enti!lrIr.loller\lron, ll n,l\\
efs - that, \\t' i e. il wils s{ )ot) to ( h,r n1l(, \ii J I r'!,I
' :|.'

',1r,'rt1, 0,,.r his release from prison,
\r'r,, /[' l.lns, inc[.rdrng activists and jeftist
l.rrlr.r,., sr,rrred to agitate that MtsR 2oo
, I r,,rrhI r.rkt,rr,rrt in the oresideilrial ele<ttotts
s, lr, ,lrrl,',1 li,r l(198 and thar Hugo Chavez
\l rr,r I I( I' r lt lt,'\t. R( \Ponding in I996, the I!1BR
.'r){r r.r I tr.rl orrl ,t survcy "lO See hOw peOplt'
l ll .rl,,rut .r r'lt'r lurll DaniciDdtion .llr,l
wlr,'tlrr'r IlrrA,r t.lr.tvt'z sltould }c a cartdi
tl.rle ". Ihc rrsult was an overwhe ltning "ycs"
h rr t l,'r Ioral pLni, illat t,rn at rrl Hug,o Chuvlz's
l).r I I r( i pat ion a s presideirt ial candrdat e. I hr s

w.rs, bv imolication, a rcsolution of a debai e

rlrar hid bien goinp er :n rhe group for a

lorrl',limr,perh,rps ., -ei-llavezandhisco,n-
r.r(lr'\ wr'r(: irt nrti : . li:;rf debatewas:wlrat
sl,,rr:l,l now bb [ ,.: a:ti: :i: cllyltsR2Oo antl
rts allics to the :1u :slii.tr of armed struggle
and armed reb,:ll'or,, piven recent andtlr-
rerrt developme'.rs :,',-luliing the failure of
tw(, succesiive n.; iary rebeiirons, one of
rlrcrn led b,y the gruup, a! (l the increasinF
Ir )l)u l.lril oi H ugo Char ez among the popu-
Iar tn.r:ses?

I {lrgo (.lldvez came oui in suppc!-t of pJ[ic-
il,.rr ron and randid;rturc and, ;'v ir,: iir at icn,
ttr, ttmpOrary Or l)eiTn.i:1cnt suSliettrt," Oi
.rr nrrrj \r ruEgle. Reinlort rng t hc fu'Jsurs al
r, ,rri1'provided (lailu re oi t ivo rni!itary coups
arrd hls own increasing populariry). Hugo
Cl rlvez said catesor rcaiiv that I he sii uat ion
\r<r5 "nct rioe lor inorherirn red movement."
On April t9: !997 MBR 2oo's ndnonai conqress
deciried to panicipate in the elen ions at tti I o
create a tormal polidcal parry: Thai tvas hr'tr
the Fifth Republic N{ovemen( (lvl\?) was
formed on October 21. t997. In the Dece mber
6.1998 Dresident ial elenion Chavez- rvon rvi(h
5ti oer tent of the votes in the il'st round. He
rvai su'orn in as prestderit early in ti,e vear
lgq9. Then besan t he revol u tio:lin' t ranslol -

mation, or ttre revclutiot:.try !rocess in
!'enezuela.

Har.ing taken the strategic <iecision io seek
pouer by electoral means, Huqo Chavez and
hls pan-,1 fie \t!4{. now dcrrdeC. ener eie, -

rorai uctory to pursue the revoiutionary
translormarion bv d:,nocratrc and constitu-
lional rnethodr nhrlevrr tl.e prr.r'.rcalionr
l.rrnl lhr' rr;:l1os,tiuir ar:d lire pEilndnlril
r'r' ilr\. \nl,'il.,rrt ttt:. ;i.rlr.tr'.Th, :'r\' tirr:rr'
i 1r' lr( \\ tl(r\{ r nrirr'iii iliil i!;:: fi) i)'t,1ll /L' ,r

' , r,lrr t I,r,r, .';rr.zirtliii.' rl,i 1 r)n 'l

tulional Assenrllly 5!11r11111 lt,',',r.r' '1., .1. Ill,ll ud) ll;
Febnrary 1r;,1,1,,1 f.',u \vr'( l...rll(; Ilr,rrll:lllJlion- Itic
pt'oplt' i.riil, "yrs", lllJt n (-onslitutional Assernbly
slrorrlt! lx' torrvokctl totlralta netvConstitution. Five
I i i, )r)l lr\ l,ll('r, lil llrly l(x,,), d cunsl ltut ional fusembly
r'lr'r tron was lrckl.'l lrt',tssr'nIhll w,ts convol;ed ir.r-
rrrt'tli,rl,'ly alter, in Attllusl l't't't. I-lrL'.trst ntirI drafted
ilrowtr l.ir.rslnre1',ttl.tr.'ttrlrt,:, " 1i'1" ;l alsoset xp
.r l),rrti( ipation cdrnrnissioir to Ittobilise, receive and
t oIl.rte public particip.rtion.

Ihc need foia newconstitrttion lt,ttl beenonthe
.rgt'rrrla of national tlistottrs,'h,l t1,t,1.'.r lonp. linre
,:l rtl L'r ery actve polittcalgrorrp h.rrl l,:len d position
on tll(' mdner.Soittookonly krut m,rnlhs loc,)me
out wirh a new draft const it ui rr,n. lrt t hc nat ional re[-
crcndum on thedraft, a "yes" vore of over 70 per cent
was recorded. President tlugo Chavez was now ern-
powered to "move the country fonvard", as Nigerian
politir,ans rvould say - wrtlrout. of crturse, meaning
io rnov. anrthms exceDt thcmsrlves.
The critical nolnl th:.t ihoulC be nor ed here -a point

'Jrat has alrei'jy b,een madc, uui hrs to be made igain
and aga in - is that for tie reu.'lurit,lury forces, thc tle-
cisroi'to seek and ex':rcrse powrt :nc[trans[nt rt: t lr,'
countrvbVco.lsrituncn.rl, (1r'm^. ;.ll'( .ltl(l I'(,1, e lrll
rneans'w.i a -.ir"iiet:la ot,' ,. .:r' t ;\ r.rl , ;) ,llrr : ,r

srudV ol rl:e c(,!rri.:t;')1, i I ,r., L.'lr,rrr.ri,rrl{l t

ternitional. ltrt,as not .l l(r{i)r (i/ (l(,' l\r, )r;. h/i) t( ll ( oul( I

be changed overnighl, al th,'riill:ltst ilrllitrrli'; or
orobleni or provttt',tl ittrt. I It tu't'r't't,,t s I I t,t"r: .tlstt re-
ported, tht' rcrol,ttt ior t, I ltr tt tlilt pt',t, 1 r tl, rv,ts ttttl "ciis

arnied". it w.r,; lt.,irll 1,, ,1, 1,'trrl rr ., li .ts it rliil rrt
responsc lo lll(' n l)r r] tt t l, .,00-' ,ri,0t I tv( trrilit.ll-1'
cixtp (cottnlt'r t rtvrtittl tttn )

Rig,l) t lrorI) i I).1[rgtu.tl iot r. t'vlt v .tr t l( )l ) l.]k('tt l))' l)res-
ident (-havcz rv.rs bar kt'rl irv t lrl t or){il !l ul ior). ln par-
ticular, the president torrrrrlt,'rl tlrt N.ttional
Assembly on every majol sl,:1r itrs'{trvttnntent in-
tended to take even n4ren thc Lrnstitution .lid not
e:iplicitiy con-rpel ir. With the p:onr,-riqation ol the
Constitution whose highirghts rncluderi the respon-
sibiliry ol 1 iie goven rmen, to an iL-.lldtc an(l pai\ em-
p,,rve;m(nl. " hunran righi:. rocial i'qu.'liw'
dnti-povery and anti<orr,.,rpi;cn i.,\r'\. rhe HuSo
Chavezgov.'rnmenl moved tr) s:rrngfhcn the sreps,
uhich he had initidted uniler rh. nronsions oltire
old basic iaw. The actions inclLrde'l the.['lon Bo]ivor,
rvhich r,vas a programme oi revoluir.nary transfbr-
nr.rdon. the cpcning up, of mr; I \ enizuela -rtrth oil
r:onc1L )'es, u,ilh Vene:lefu: s oil :ri,r;rr Thr'date oi it-s

\ (rn)r)rr,;r( L,:t)eitt, FellniJ)1 1;,, r,,'r, rr.rs iiclibt'l aIi:i\
,,r r(l .,\ r ll)r)li(,liiv ch,tsl.ii.
.l,lr,,,,'r, : .,',1i,,r.,,1;.
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By Edwin Madunagu

flll: rrr,rst imllondnt faits and lesson, 1,,I u I rr, lr I wi\h to drawatrent ion in this ar r i, 1,.

,il,.(,,ir( ('rrlrate(l in threc histOrical Dr,l ir,,l,li,,nr lll!r) (.havcz's enrolment'irr tlr,.
\, r', zrr',l,ril,tnTly(197o) to hi5 attentl)t(r I r (,r rl,.
.rn,I rrrrprisonnr"ent, that is(rSzo r,i,r.r7: t,,,,',i
l l r\ l{ ir rr)JI cnt ry into nationl l polit ir s r r, , 1, ,

I i' itt,l\ prcsident (1994 - IqlQi);,rrrrl lr o11 1 1,,
lrrrt inattguration a\ I)rr,\i,l,,nr r,r tlr, .rl
lL'lllPlei] tUUiltcf-rt'Vrrltrl r, )tt.U \ r,,r ||,.r,.rIII I

lllsgutcrn-mtnl(lr,()') 'r,il 'r I r,,rrr \l,rrl ,ilil'
(after the failtrl t orrIr) I o I Ir r1i,, ( I r,ry, /,, ( l(,II I r

irt March 2{)l l, tlr, r.r,,lrrrr,,rr r\ 1,r,,,, .,., \\,r.
pre-occupi,,l \vtllt ru,, rrr.rrrr t.r .l': rlll,.lr,lrrr,,
itselfagiilrst ( ()lrlrnlrri)1i (.rrrrl nrrllr,rl r.vr'r rn
CteJ\iltq) Al rt, l r, .r ', r r rl ), 1 r.rl rrt I r, rrt rlrt y,rltr, , I

to lltr' lorr r's rrl lrt,,rrr.rl , r,lutlr,t-tr'v,;lltt,,n
onrl (I\inri t,, rl, lrr, r rlr.l,\\It,tl llrt.r,.qrrrr,.Ir.r,I
C,tllr'rl.t lt,tttstt I, rlr I' r.'l\rrt lrlutvsur irrlisrrr

I slr.rll rr,,t, lr tlrr\ l).rrli( rrl.rr .rrlirlr., tlwr.ll, rn
llrr. lll \l r.|l)',,11](.Il('il1. wlli( Ir Iil att1 t,ts,., rr.rrr
rrlr'rr lr,r, rl<,r nr,w ( ltdl,ter irr a lolrg ltrstrl 1,,1
.rqcl cssion. As lor the second, I sh.tll gcrrr.r.tll1,,
lrtrt br icfly, nrake sonle cornn)clll \ cri ilxxlvirr,,
a reformil.rtion of what th('Huuo Clr.rvt,u n,v
olution wa_s doing, or trying t() (Yo. AIr Ir, rrrrlr ,r
delcrrcc ol Iiugo Chavrz is int.viralrlc ,rrrrl
somr' would sJy mdndalorv for nre. (.\l)(.(iJllv
in the tace ol'diliherate mi(rrrlbrn).triur), l.rl\r
fication and slander - that is not mv lnain
lbcus here.
Hugo Chavez was in office bcrvveen I ebruJr.y

I999 ,lnd Mdrch 2oB. thar is. a petiod ol I.r
yeJr\dnd a month.Wiihin this period hewon
r c clcr rion three iimes: luly u oirO; Decenrber
JO{){ri and Ot tober 2012. lh August 2o0J lte
won a "recall referendum oriwhether he
slrould serye out the rest of his ferm", that is,
whetlrer he should be removcd Jiom of lice.
The pcople said No. ln December 2007 he lost
a ('on\liuttiun.ll re[crcndrrm. rvhich irrclrrdrd
the prolxrs,rl to Iili thc re\triction irnoo:ed on
the nulirl t'r oltirrrt's clet lr.d st.ttc ollicials I irr-
eluding t hc pn.sir Ir.r rt ) cr rrrltl run [or t he same
ollice. I orrnccrr nlont l)\,tller tl lis, irr I ebl u;ry
lOU9, l)(. won d rep{'dt reh,rrndum un tlli,
s,irDe questlon.

I lre argument of the Bolivarian revolutiou-
,r ! \' tllo\ emcnl ot) tltis quesl jun ol "li rnjlloss"
rrr)lhcr oJ re-eh,ctions (ol elccted ofiiciill\)
u.r. iloitl and str,right forward: ]rr this tr.rn,r-

I rilr r 1,, r r, r, I \\ Ir t, | |,,,r il tt,.r I t,Volttl iondry [OfCeS
lr,r,I Irr, r,rll, |||rIr' rI ilrl,l,t w._rt,ContnCt6ntand
l tnlr rtI, ,I ,,1,., t,,,I r rllr, r.rls sltould be able to
,..1 r\ rrr ,,rlr, r.,r'. lorrri .r, tlt(,pCOple, thrOUgh
, I,'r I r,,, I rr r,, 1,, I l,,lr'.,Il,l r,,l,.tr,ttrittmS,Wani i[
1,, 1,, .,' l,r, lr,.l,, I r, rrr or r,.1,.rr.1111r1111 1ar.15 [611y
,ilr.1 rt rrlr,... lrrrlIll1 l,rrrr,ltt witlr ArrteriCait
I I r rl ), r r,r I r,r r r .tl,l ){.,u lt )11,rs ( lr.rvt,z,s strongest
1,,,.

chess; I h.tve my picc('s, I pr r.;r,11i' r) ty n), r\ r. l t

tny ltead.rttd t hrrr I qo I, rr-it. ltrrl in lr,,nl ol nt,,
t ltcre is an ext r(.r ll(,ly J)' lw(,t lrrl .tr Iv,,l \.lt y. wil lt
Urc c,tp.lcily t,r inllrr,.rrr c tltlsr rr'1 1e1 5.1.51y,.-
ci.rlly thlrr rulr r,)r r{ r, rl r )l | | ri. n rr.( li.r. wlrirlr li.rs
a hugr' ittt1r.r, I rrrr t lr, rr ri, l, Il,. r l,rrs-'

Nigt'ri,ltt l.r'lt irt r,,1 Iny oh r I tl,.r )r,l,tl i1p J1(1,
perhdD\.,1 \l r'l I v0t tr r4(.t, r.\l)r.r r,tlly I It()\r. \vltr )

p,lss( (l Illt(,ltlllt I)t,l(Ir(.ll r,\1,('t t,.lt( (.\ \t11l.tt.
t', nlin(. wr )r tl, I liltr l(.r \t,il)d r\lr,tt I lr lB, r r lr,rvr.z
c.rlle<l "lxrwcr ;rolynomial" altltougli tlris rtitl
I){,1 fI I rV I I r.ll rr,rtr:,. ll.'f t'. Powcl I r,,lytrr rttri.rl.
,rr'(' rrrilr r,ir',.,l,rs "tlelensive Shief(l\'/tI,l 0[lv
ii rt I t,volrrt i, rrr,rr y L.,-itnes bur also I,,r t.r, r,lr r'

I ionJr y r)rq.lllr\.lt i{'ns Sl fUggli,lt-{ lr rt I r, rwr.l
eitl)er J\ .lr I irr rrr r, r lia te poliIiial oh j..t tir ,. r ,r , rr
a dislJr)t r)n(..nntl tlre ptllitical histor yol l.rr in
Ameri(,r in llt('l,t\t 4o vears h.rs shown tlr.rr
given cert.un correlation of lbrces a genuine
revolut.iolt.ily r(,gime cdn corne [o I)ower
t hrough elec[ions. Howcver. Dower oolJnomi-
als, properly conceived. are cAnr res 6fginuine
popularp-oiver; they must nor degeneidre into
ba nds.ot lascist th ugs t hat even tua I Iy get i nte-
grated int o the star e appa rat us. Wheie"ver rh is
had happened ln a modeln revolu(iou the re-
sult hadbeen cataslroDltic:firsl lortlrt' rr,rrrrl,,

including the "mal<irs" oI tlr,' re v,,litrioir
and then forthe revolution itself.
. We may recall that while Hugo (iltavez w.rs
being inaugurated pre\i(lont {')i V(.n('rlr,,l.l rn
I-ehrudry I999. C(nrr,ll ( )ll l ,r'{l l t o| r.rs,l rio, r r.
ctntly relt'artrl lrrrrrr Iris,,rr, w,r\ |,r \rnH
throiglr lhr. lirr,tl plr.rs,.s ,,1 "r,rr,rrr,rir,rr" ,ir
ptl'si(lor)l ol Nrt,.t i,r. lrr V, rr,.zrr,,l,t, ( ll.r\r'l
C.llll( to (rllt( ('llur,ltl',1),ilt r.lr.r I r,,rr r , Il, llt, l(.(l
hy l'orr'es tlr.tt wr.r,..u rt.lH' )t) j\t i, t, r I rrr r r, I rrrt trr
Nigoril, Olrts,rnj,r's (',ri)n.lli('n w.tr rlo1r,. lr1
Iotcrs th,rt lh(' Ilt,l\\(,s lr.rtl lr,rtrl,.rl iil tlr,'l)t,.
.eding 15 years. While in Vrurztrcl,r llir.gir
Chavez started his aclmirristration witlr t.aiii
cal, though populist and relonlist socio eco-
nomic intervention.s withill tltc conllnes of
the existing constitution, Ol)dsanjo staned ill
Nigeria by tryrng to dcslroy or l)r.ittr.llise cen-
tr es ol polenrial challt'ngeio his rcgime.

In Juoe I99l the Nigcriarr teJt hclpetl in no
small measure in cnsurinA the vicrniv oi Mos-
Iiood Abir rh in t hc prcsiJt:nt i.rl elrction;but j(
was irorric, loSJ! thr, Ieasl, that six vcarlatcr
thc Lelt could nor prevenr Obasanjot corond-
t ion. Tlr.ll col on.lt iun wlr t lre roci ol the ( rrr-
rent stitgc (){ orrI national catastrophe. 'l'l)(r

arc,ts ol socioeconontic intervention selected
I ry t hc Hugo Chavcz rcginrc under llon Bolivor
w(.t c dreJs which Jny rcrolutiond ry movement
,lrrf,^ihe re should hive seen cvenbeforc cont.
inA l(, power'. In Nigeria JrL'as of intervention
wr rrrltl irrclude all tliose rrcas listed irr.l,lan Bo_
/ir rrr, aud more: proll:onts Iike corruntion. yio-
I('ncc,l trd U nernblqylrrrrt wou ld m.lke t he lisl.

I Il Igo ( h,tvo,/'s "2 t " cr'nttrrV Socialism" is a bia
srr.lrlttt ,rnd will ht. takcn up, togcther witH(,tl)ct .r\p(,(ls o.l tlrr: rcvoJulionarylrocoss not
torrchecl upon herc in a future artitle. But, for
now I would lirnit rnys,.ll to d lew notes on the
il.tt lilr. r,l \oci.t]isnt. SociJlisrrr is nor like blead_
wl rir lr 1 r rrr r'it Iter have or rlr r not hJVe; it is not a
state ol things, which either exists or does not
(,xist..l I(',il ilt alUng the route lhdt broughl my
soLrdltsl (ons( iousncss ro mJturiry thaf socia[_
ism is J c(,t nplex socidl movemcnt whose loun-
dations nruit be consciously consrructed but
whose ultimate "destination ' is so distant that
to me it resembles the conceDt ol 'inlinity." In.
finiry can be approachctl as tloselv js we mav
prescribe irr cont rcte ler nrs but it ian ncverb6
reached. Attaining "full socialism,,is like at_
taining iltfit)ity.

Ilris prrirrl t.ur lrt'put differently: However
l.rrX,..()t (li\l.ll)t somctlting may be. aS soOn as
!' )r I ( l,.t \'t nlit l(' it s size or"mea(ure it \ l(.nfl h.
,rrrrl rr.lrrlrL.rrl tlrrsc in nunrhers, jt bceoi-rei
h rs ll1,;1.1 rrrlirrity and cdn therefure bc super-
st,lr'tl. Ilr,rt is, iritproved ul)on. Socjrli5t ion-
\t r il, t r, ril i\ Iike that. lr' lbllows thdt l he
( ll I,'\l i('t) I r r,ts1a r5Ou, anaVCZ'S Venezuch f or
rlr, lr,,.r I r Irirr,r) is not whetherthe country is sr!
r r.rlist r,r trot bUt how [.rrsocialist constricfion
Ir.rs q, rrrr., lrow slrong rhe foundations ,rr(,,,lnd
I I rr. I 

)r r )\l 
'(.LtS lor advance.

llr ; r rsil:g arttl.Itswering I hese qUesl i(jns. wc
slrrrrrlrl lrr..tr tn rnind thai-a suciafist construr-
I iott rlilsr,,,,, 5"ttn i n a historiCal vJCUUrn. [l)is
f.rtL.cotncs hcayily into the programnre o[ irri
I iJ I i nr ervcn tions. AIso, sociil ist const tl tct ion i\
a.conlinu0us and holislic critique ol caprlalirnr.
I his conslruction cdn start iri a natiohal ierri_
tory but can only closcly Jpprodch that .com.
plcreness", rhaL ''infinlty", globally. Fjnallv, for
me, socidlist con\truction nrcans only-one
Ilrirrg, irr suntntJr]: a pi.oqtl,ssivc, co,icr"i",
cont tnuuus ar)d nrcasul ablc tran:it ion into the
realm ofequ.lliFu
. t-ottclutlrJ.

lrr t lt,' l,'.rrrr, p.rr,r:,r,r;,lr,rl t lr,. tlrli I \r.Jl1)(,11,
l ,,rr,l tlr.rt tlr, ltr.t rl.rt'r.rrl r lr.rrr,z's\r,(iUUto,
I r( )l I I( | )r I )jil,lJiltttt. t.0rrsislcrl Ol,1 scries of r.l(l
r,,rl poIrrlrrt int(,rvi'lllionS. It waS a
,,,, r., i.,,,D,,Irr, ,,J,,t/lt l)t,,qtJt).ltile quile al_
rIlrr. lrrrr rr', rr.',nrlt,,lil(r. w('nt Leyond that:it
\\.r., nr,rt( ilnl,,ril.rntly .r t,trlir,ll dnnounce_
lr, rrl 1,, 11r, 111111,., I r I.rrst'r ,ln(l gfOUpS Of
V,.rr, rr,.l.r,ilt,l l.ttllt Altrr.rit.t tlrat a sovern_
|| r, t rl | |r.rl l,, i,,t rr,r', I I,, I Il(.11,.1)rl WOUIA thefe"
lorr. lrrrly:,(,lv(.llt('n), had arrived. It was a
w,r kr. r r 

1 
r r,rll. I ll.1l I)roqrarrme of radical inter-

\r'illr('tr\ w.rs r,rll,,rll,lLln ljOliVarand WaS aff-
rrilrln,,',1 r'il IIl),lt,try 27. lc)gg, the IOtll
, r r r r r ivc r .;. t r y ol t l)c t()ti9 ln.tssacre when soldiers
wr'r r. \,.nt I ( I I ll(. \l | (.('t\ to SUppfess a peacefu I

I,r,,r, \r I r\ r. r I r,,rr\,lt)(I pcopld *.r. t il["a-tnen.
N, rW tr r \ r..t I j,rr,.r, til rrh.r l,lun Bolivar; hundreds

, rl s,,lr lr,.,r r r r.t r il nr,(l l0 I l)e peonlc: opening up
.ril(l lilrliillt l,'tjlilttcr) Con)mtrnities, cOn-
\l I I rr. I i Irr,. r)t l'.( (.rt.l\l r U( I i ttq fOadS, CSpeCiJlly
ltu.ll lrrt.s, l,rriIlirrq brirlges, constructine
tlr,rirr.rrl,.r. I rrrih lirrg rl,rssrooin block and rura'i
Irt'.rlt lr r lir tiL r, grr irrt pcil y - commotlitV Dro-
drrter s (ruch.rs lirhcirnerr)'solr" loans, in lijnd
anrl irr t,rslr, rcilloving terlain catcgories of
t(rxr's dr r(l lt'vir.s lrom tlie grool er c. I hi;soldiers
toll t he pruph': " Ien yt',r is ago we c.r lne lo you
wilh g,lrlls; but torl.ry wt'JrJhere to aronc for
that crime".)
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