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while a{funitrine rh. flrll "o.,fffitf*i: 
tionJil.lug,,;,,,ri li;rwr.hinmi. 

*-*'"-"P- 
teachers a:nd adminislr';rrr,r's, l,l,.l,r1ljGli;i;;il;*"d[it;^"ilffirili:;J&[fiI *",,0."a,'.rL'1..j;*l;ili:ll[L:hil.H ffi,T:,iilLt#::'ll;ll;l:'l,li',1ffH;general-bv'thepersonal'.how-ever-devas- .i.[^,ii,],ii'a,,r.rrrrrr.rlrrl prrhlic figues ,] ork*lr 1;;;..11 (i.rrrr l,;,wohin1ni.tanngthelattefmaybe. Ihave_hadrea- n:il;;'Tffirsrurt sirrr1,1.;rproductof.Jrl Thetfriia"n"or-r"iw,r,irror.r,,[,er1983

:?ffii ffiHffii$!.::fSF,*, "i,i,ii'i"i.,ir i"r,.r,r,.r ,i.v,,rrrrlon. My;#;- ,r. r;rg,r* Airi6p

Sf 
'r#i#i.*"r:Hii*ffi 

f 'rHfr iltr:iiiil*rilx:tifl,*Hm.#dr*i$,.;'ii,,ililri;rH"**Fawehinmi Annual frcnrre S

iir pv *"1n";",fia1,ti:lxdp,# rffilTffi*,t,'1,,;',1;Ti[]l:.-g:ii [:Hi: s"T{"iT"T,T;'l,f;]l^,1",.1ffiill;trAsstxiation(NRA),andheldin"Lagos ;lhr."H&'*..,,.,g*l,.r.,olirics.tu**rj ttlinayoo,":"-*"ft"utii"rr;r(l,1.i.k.au.ay

:")fl',y,i1}iil'*Yi3i'*o*[*".,,o, n,*"-;#**,,liii,lh.tr;i:i# *:nk+l"m:l* 'lr,"",."':ir:"ion
I recei,ed anotili':ation, through pultiple ffi;,i[;;;i 
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concludid, mainlv on accoun.!
straints phced on me bv the nr
of tningi. that I rvould'not bt:
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4f+r#t*ii{Hff*-:Y':il**-"ffix++.{H+lHri,L{"#tire end of [re year, I com

lHi##.tffihH***f;,*ff ,i ffi '""r. ii#""i#""urt room in i,g.,in r,,i;i;i; ;n"*nm*,:""a:r,, t$,t"m*ji

The hurnanisrn of Gani Flawehinmi
me. He disparched a larwer to Calabar anrl Lo sweelrt in Gani's mouth. lt is sufficient'made 

a public stat-emeni - both within an lirr me to sa]' t hat Gani Fawehinmi knew all
hour of my speaking to him. fhe comrade t{tis a{ Irrottght his knowlcdgr to bear on
was freed. Garu charged no fees. The ser- the br;lliant rrltd fearless motirin he brought
enthencou-nterwasintheyear2OO2when beJcie the cotrrl. Gani had ncver nret irre
C+ 'isiteC C.d,5ar on frofessional and betore the,n. Not only did he cha-rge no ti:es,
p(,i;hcnl cngagenr.,ilts. He paid me a loud ne racucaxy ilnd absolutely s':ilpc;-t3i ,rii
courtesy visit at home. He la'ter addressed a hancee (no\^' my x'ife), frieiicii 

-a;C 
rcrn-

mini "rilly"rn my offce, and anotl,". orll, tupo, i"^ cas! ar:d in kind, against '.hose
mv spouse's office. Iho pretened a poliry of 'gralualism" and- 

In retuming to the fust encounter- J 'supplicationl
shali mcrely quoti, with minimal eclitine. 'Gani's attempt to fi'ee me, of
from tle article which appearcd in t-his col- course. {iiled. But bark in Cetention, afler
runn on November gOl zOoo. and titled my bnel al)Peal'turce, I read in newspapem
For Fawehinmi and L.imar: "j. first met smuggled to me Gani's angry denuniiaiion
Gani Fawehinmi in March 1975. Before ot tlte.iu.dge's capihrlation to the pressure
then, I had heard and read about hir" f;; mo-uni*C b1- the government. Hi ended
about two years. The scene of this fr$t \llth th?-words.-'I am sorry for your sor:J,
eucounterwas the Lagos Hieh CouL Ikovi. Ey t olq: Even in captivrlv I was a.fraid for
I had just been brougirt, bv road, fiom uflnl. \vhen we were eventually teleased,
Sokoto prison on the drders.ofthe court. GanL at his expense, o;ganised a welcome
Ttreorderwasmadeuponamotionf.-ledhv p-art]'- tbr rrs at his Surulere home and
Fawehinmi on beha,lf of the Studenii, chambers.Hedidnotattempttorecruitme
Union ofthe Universih. of l,agos where. six tor hrs .'cause". 

He could not recruii me not
months earlier, I Md be; apoointed because I \'\'as not recruitable but because
Iech:rer in Mathematics. _A.ccordi.rie to the hrs_ cause was universal liberation which
order of my detention, prer"-i$F ioi detied politiqal, ideological and organisa-
attempting to overtlror,r:the militaniqov- honal boundaries". I shall rehrrn io this
emment of Generai yabuku Gowon. I"wa-s theme.
to be held in Sokoto prison. But tfri, _iti_ -_.Gani Fawehinmi has remained essen_
tary govemment decided to keep me and qallythes-arne,-exceptforchangesintartics
my three comrades somewhere behind denlanded by changes in circumstances. In
Dodan Barracks. thp s!ruSgle for democrao,, human riehts

"Hon Fawehinnri jealnt of r-his. and lreedom, Gani Fawehiirmi is an exEep_
and the identities of +*re ceocle wiro assisr_ honal being. He is in a class of his own. in
ed him in uncovering this siate deceotiol. politicdhistoryhecouldbecalled arevolu-
are for him to revealin his memoirs. bome h-onary democrat In the historv of phi.loso_
of these people are already dead: sorne are phy,-he_cottld bc caled a radica.l hrimanilst.
in retiremenl; others are itill in t-he service -t'idel Castro once rcrnarked that if Che
of the Nigerian State. When the ordir io $juevar4 his- Iate comrade-in-arms, had
produce me in court was made. the author- been a Catholic, he would har"c been made
itiesdecided,asacover-up,to.ust met 1s+! I.wou$ sa1'the sa:ne of Gani
Sokoto prison. The storv of mv iourne_v .t awehrruru _ only that saints ar.c not made
from l-agos to Sokoto, Lhe arcm;t€"d inter: tn their lifetime".
ception it Ilorin, my fir'e-dav stai in Sokoto - I wrote that in tl-re year 2ooo. I re-
Prison and rnv jorrnev back to'r-.gos. wiI :l3i[?.il?*l; nex! rhurcctay
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The humanis Fawehinmi (2)
o

\l

slnrck l)y lllc lrcl lhdl rnost of thc clicrrlr .rrr,l
vtstlorr I silw *crc cltlll:r s(udents, or y(,ltn),
p:op!c. rl rrrcrrrlxrs oi lhe lowcr classcs, I rlrrl
rx,( Doller arry "big" pcrson. I latcr rcalised thrrt
ttxrsl 0l llt. Irtil|lc wc tncl wcrc writil)g t() src
( i;rrri lor lhc slunc purpose that wc had comc:
rrrrl (o lgivc soructhing, but to seek free lcgal
r( l)r ('s(.nlirliol). or material assistance, or both.

My question to Gani Fawehinmi
whcn wc llnally met hirn was direct: ..Gani,
lrrw tlr you manage to survive as a lawyer
wlrt:rr rnosl ol'y()ur cliet)ts are not in the posi-
lr,r lrr l,:rv :rrrrl ;uc, obrrously. drfertded free of
,lt.rrr', 'll,,u (lr v()lt manage tu survive when
rrrrrry ol yorrr rrorr tcc paying clients are eren
srp;xrrlr.rl l)y you lo solve some of their ancil_
l;rry rn.rlr.rr;rl Prolrlcrns'l" Our host smiled. zmd
Iris rcslxrrrst.w:rs so simple that an ohsen,er.,\,'l,l L . .! ri .,,,r,rr.ilit;tt: fromttrepro-
cceds ol orrc lrrl,, t.;rsc llrun a big person, I-can
havc thc ureiurs t{) sul)lx)rt seve;;l cases fronl
poor pcoplc rurl ;rlso l)lrrsue one or two politi-
cal or corrslllrrlr,,rrrl crrscs free of charge^". He
quickly chrrng.tl tlre t(,I)rc to the maner ihat had
brought us. I wrrs 

; 
rr oI ourrdly struck by this dec-

laration, md tltc lrrltliplcs it embodies have
never lefl nrc. lrr l.rct tl)ls simple answer to my
questron (lirrn rrrt lr rret.ording to his/her abili-
ty and from c:r(.lt ir( ( r,t(lutg to his/her needs) is
part of the plti l, rs,'l,l r rr ;rl I ourrdation of the prqj-
ect we now rurt irr ('rrl:rhrrr.

Frcnr lhis cncounter with Gani
Fawehinmi. I drcw lwo conclusions: First, that
there is a diffcrcn. r. tx.rur.(.n philanthropy and
humanism; and st.rrrrrtl. tllilt lhcre are varians
of humanism. lh(.r,r(hnirry rrrt.ming of humar-
tsm rs."any systcn) ()r' r)n)dc o[ thought or
action in which inrcrcsts, values, and &gnity
predominate". A humanist is Lherefore a pd..oir
whose thoughts and actions are dominirted by*human welfarc, values ancl dignitv';.
Philantlropy, on rhe orhcr hand, is d;fin;d.
again ordinarily, as "affection fbr mankind.
especially ix manifcsted in donation of monev.

llr l,lrlrvin Madunagu I'rerrc, "ctnslriiints thc fcutul ;rnd lhc srrl,
ducd, thc 'n'lccts of lilc' to extcnd thcir ucrn-
bling hixrds' in supplication. On rhe orhcr
hand. tnre gerrcrosity "consists precisely in
lrthtrnE tho causrs which nourish false chari-
ty. True generosity lies in striving so that
those hands - whether of individuali or entire
peoples - need be extended less and less in
supplication, so that nxrre and more they
become human hands which work, and by
worlung. lr:rnstbrm thc world". I wouli
describe Guri Fawehinnri as a dislrnscr of
"true generosity" as distrnct from "false char-
ity".

I run a free library in Calabiu. I
also use l}te same space to run a male adoles-
cent progranune which is supported bv some
organisattons and individuals. The adolescent
prognlmme, in tum, supp,rrts the library proj-
ect in the sense that the library space is paid
for from the budget of rhe adolescent lrro-
Srarnme, and the staff of the programme dou-
blc'as librarians. The library houses about
15.000 books. excludrng joumals. newspa-
pers, magazines and documents. Most of
these materials have been donated by my
spouse and me and others by individuals anrl
organisations, &e largest donation in the larcr
category coming from Comrade PA. Curris-
Joseph, a Nigerian Marxisr and socirlisr wln
died in December 2006 at the age of 116 'l'lrc
users of the library are mainly studcnls. hut
not many are au are that the] are h('t)cli(.t.rr r('s
of the radtca.l humanist pnnciples thar U:rni
Fawehinmi upholds.

One question I am made to
answer vimrally everyday since the library
was opened about 12 years ago is this: Where
do you get the monel,to maintain iurd run this
huge and rich librarv? Mury of thc people
asking this qucstion ilre my lilends an.t.oh-
rades. There are also university teachers and
()n('mloN of nolr-g,t1gp6n1entai orr:anisatiuns
(NCO) among my interrogators. And some of
thcm ask the same question several tirnes as if

llrL' .rrrsucr ts ltrr colrplcx to utrdcrst:rntl. lVlr
.rrr'.ut r lr.r'. .rlu,r\ , lrr rr llrr IIlrks :rc nrrt
hrr;ll ulrorr. ((xlsunllrllon (,rr)n()l hc rcprat.-
ed. Il r hxrk is wcll kcpt lrrrl rrrul. and sutltr:;
no accidcnt, it can hst rrrrlt.lrrrilclv and Lt
rcad by an infi nite nurnlx r,,l yr. 1rle. V/h;rt tl,,
I Iose by plucing my lrx,ks t,,r llrt usc whcn
an agency is puyirrg firr tlrt. spacc antl thc
Iibrary staff, inclutling rrryicll-, reccive
salarics front anothcr progr;rrrrrnc'l flrat is tlre
srmple answer I rcp!itt nlrll()sl on datly ba.sis.
But on each txcasion I crrtl rny cxplanation
with the words: Go iurd ask Oani Fawehinmi.

Radical humanism and lrue gen-
erosity. Of course, these can be abused, and
are often abused, not onlv by recipients. but
also by dt5pg156rs. But ihat-is noi an argu-
ment against them. One cornmon abuse 

-by

dispensers is to use humanistic pretences to
exploit desperate people. Anirther is tcr
assume thal the merc rer o[ grving can somc-
how mrtigate one's crimes, especrally anti-
peoplc crinrcs. Yct morhur is to hope that the
forcc ol c:rnrple can general,iie radical
hunranisrn and true gencrosity and that this, in
turrr, will lt:ad to the transformation of socie-
ty. lt is also an abuse ofradical humanism ard
trnc gcnerosity to behave U.ke "lMr. Donarus",
tlrr,,uing money about to obtatn instant poP
ularity.,Sush pe6ple are, in fact. dispenseis of
lnlse charity. I would refer them to Gani
Fawehinmi.

As for recipients of rarlrcal
humanism and true generosity. the common-
est abuse is to fake pathctic stones or exag-
gerate them in ordr'r to obtr,in assisttnci.
Abuses can also be embodicd in opportunism
and cynicism. Abusers have heef heard to
say: Since the fellow appears not to know
\A'hat to do with money, let us "obtain" as
much of it as possible from him or her. Very ,

provocative, isn't it? But it is not an a.rgumenl r

against radicirl humanism and tnre genirosity.
Ask Gani Fawehinmi.. Concluded

l)r(,lx rt\ ,,r $orl. lo rrcedy ;rcrsons, Of tO
srx t.tlly rr., lrrl l,urlx)s(:s".

( ,orrrl' hy thcse definitions. a
hrrrrr:rrrr.,t rrr,r1, lx rr, lt or l)oof. Pfophets fVere
nol krrowrr tr r lx- r rr lr, oii tl,c conrary most of
thcttt wct, , rrr l,r I 1rrrr, vcrV grof. Many
rcvohrlrorr.rry l.,r,l,.rr wt'rc prxtr. Many mar-
tlrs utrr';,,,,,r llut tlr('y could all be
dcscttlrrl ,r', lrrrrr.rrrrrtr It rs hov,/gyg1ln66j-
ceivablr lir ,r lx'rv,n wlrp can hardly feed
hrmselftr lt.rrr-ll to lxr onrc a philanthropist
- rn practlcrl or r,;rl lcrrrrs. Furthermore,
whereas a wcrrltlry ;r.rso1 who gives a
greater pfi ol u,lr.rt lrr. or she htS to the'',r"cd; ur i(' \(x r.rll\ rr',,.lrrl purpuses", but
does not s_how lrrrrrr.rr .,,,lr,l.rrriy in any other
way, can hardly h. , rrll,.,l rr lrLinramsi he or
she .can still hc r.rll,,l .r plrrlantfu-opist.
Finaily. a pcrson wln lr.r'.r "rrrorrg interest in
or concem for, hurrlrrr wcll;uc. values- and
dignity" but docs rnr rl,nr.rt,. tr, rhc ..needv''

or to "socially usclirl prrr1,'s,.' uhen she
or he is in a positl(,lt lu rI, r,, c:rnnot tre
called a humanist. (irurr l.rwchinmi is an
embodiment of these clrrr rlrt rrtior rs.

To summuriy ll rs rrol ng6ggs31'y
to be rich to be a humiu)ist. l)ul II r\ nccessafy
to be rich to be a philanrlrroprsr l\rt diff'ei-
ently: Donations alonc e:rrr rll.rlrl\ rnlc to be
called a ptulanthropist, hrrr rl,,lr.rrr,,ils alune
cannot qualify one to b(. clrllctl a hrrnranist.
From these considerations I wrxrlti dcscribe
Gani Fawehinmi as a humanist. a ratiical
humanist - for there are consen/ative human-
iss. Although he is morc philanrhrupic rJran
most philanthropists. the terms phi lrrrr}ropist
rs rnf,ppropnalc to descnbe him.

This brings me to the distinction
which Paulo Freire made bctwcen Ialse char-
ity and true gcnerosity in his book I'etlugo.qy
oJ'the Oppres.saLl. Falsc clruity. rccrtrding to

{t

{
f llli irtrprr;rt1,tl lor tlrrs serres t'l lrfltt lcs
I rrlrs thc Jlll (irrrr lj.rwehrrttrr Artrtrr.rl

Lt'cturr- hcld in Lagos on Janulry 15. 2(X)ll
under thc auspiccs of thc Ik{a Branch ol'rhc
Nigeria Bar Assmiation (NBA). I coukl nor
attend lhe event and so could not s1rcak on
the assigned topic. "lmpa(t rrl trInrlrtirrrr,rrr
the socio-cconortric rlt.vt'loprrrr.lrl rrl
Nigc'ria" Lrrrlcr tlrt' tlrn!. ( lt,rl[.rry1.., ,,1

lcgttirttacy lt l'()verl.tl(r. ;rrll llrr. url
Jgitinst c()rlrl)lrorr"'llrc lltrr r\,,.,rx r:rlrorr
lrl)lxl)l)riltcly clrost. 1 1111.1111. w,lrrrlr. rrr tlrr.
last lcw ycars. al)llcitrs l() lr.rvt. lrr.r,,rrrt. tlrr.
druuinant issue in Cani Iiawrlrrrrrrr's lxrlr
tics.

ln the flrst part of $is arrrcle I

listed seven encounters I had with Garrr
Fawehinmi between 1975 and 2002. I also
quoted from my article: For Fau'ehinnti and
Urnnr (Novemhrr 1n. 20r)|\l I;t il,i, euri
cludrng piece I shall dr-aw from both thc
encounters and my article: Radical human-
isnt arul rrue gilernsitv (Septcmber 18.
100.1). I shall subsequenily rake up Gani's
potitlcs - for his polirics explains iris ..wru

against comrption". The cvent which I iist-
ed last *eek as my "fifth encounter" took
place in Lagos in 19E8. Under the organisa-
tion, Action Centre (for) Intbnnati5n and
D(x:umctltation, we had decided to do a
tlrrcxp..,,1 r,, trn the legendacy labour
k'atlt'r, (irnr:rlc Michuel Imoutlu llabour
.Leadcr Nurnt-.^r Onc) who died a couple of
ye:m ago alitr a lilc of ovcr 100 years. In
1988, Comrade lrrroutlu, though oid and in
retrrement. was still rDcutallv alert and
physically strong.

stagc in thc "lmr;udx O-j-ect a detegallon ol tu,o. includrrrg myself,
uas sent to seek supnon fiom Gani
Fawehinmi. \trt went to liii Anrhony Village
Chambem. \,\'hile uaiting t0 \c(. him t
observed tlal m:lnv pcoplc welc trlso uril-
tne. Although tlris ws to be expee ted. I was
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