
I

't't lt,l ( ir lAlil)lAN,'l'l It I ltsl )AY, l,'l,llll I ( lAltY I 4, 2(x)8 97

f

(-rl'lllt l t.ll) :rtt('n)llt.\ wt'rt'rrtadc rtlxrttt
),',, r',',,.r irg(l l() "l ttrttit" (litni
Ii;rrvL,lrirrnri irtto l.lrt' ra<lit:itl wilrg of the
Nigerian Sorialist Movernutl".'l'he ratlit::rl
wing, to climinate my dorrbt, wius tlrat
se,Incnt o1'the movencnt influenced by
Maniism and. hencc. explicitly uti-capi-
uilist antl iurti-imperi;ilist. Looking at the
historical traiectory of G:uri's politics one
can easily guess why "recruitment"
attempts were made at this time, It was
the period following the murder of Dtltr
Giwa, the founding Editor-irr-Chicl o(
Nenrsu.atdl m;tgaz.i tre, wlrcn ( l;rr r i i I r it i;r t.-

ed r unklrr [ix'rrt ol ruilit:rrrt lxrliticlrl
oplxrsiliorr to llrt' rttilit;rly rlicl;rlorslri;t
t[it'rr Itc;t,1,',1 lrv ( l'ttct irl llrrrltittr
Bitbrrrgida- lt vvrx-tlte pt:r"irxl wlu'rr (litrti
constructed a piadbrm ofpolitit:al strrrg-
gle which combined lefl wing poprtlisrn
with demanC for rigorous adhercntc to
the n:le of law.

The story of Ganis battle over
DeIe Giwa's murder. and indeed all his
major battles. is weli-known. But for the
prrrpose ofthis review I have to recapture
and summarise this particular segment.

On Sunday, October 19, t986,
Dele Giwa rvas l<illed by a letter bomb
delivered by hand at his Iagos residence.
Gani strongly believed that the military
regime of General Babangida was impli-
cated in the murder and had to deax itself
in aNigerian court oflaw. Galiwas also at
this time openly opposed to the direction
of C'cneral Babangitlais economic pro-
grarnme. especially the Structural
Adjustment Proramme (SAP). Thirdly
Gani was vcry critical of General
Babangidas "human rights" record as weU
as his trznsition progamme which he
believed was insincere and manipulated
to peryetuate him in power. It was a war
between Gani Fawehinmi and the
Nigerian State.

The physical and mental toll
that this war exacted on Gani, as a person,
was monurnental and devastatine. No
documentation can be better thariwhat
hasbeen done by, Gani himsel{lAt a stage
an organisation, Gani Fawehinmi
Solidarity Organisation (GFSA), was
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suli,'ct deservtxl a seritttts sttttly lrtrttl:r'
'tri.storv rarclv tlrruus uD sttt lt lr',,t,1, . ;rt,,I
whcn'it dres, a c"r"ful stuJy il tl,,'i.
e^ssence reveals the direction in which thtr
solrrtion to existing srrial ctintradichon is
emcrying". I admitted that Gani Fawehinmi
was (and of course, remains) a very "com-
olex and difficult character". But then this
iomplexity is not ineiplicable, providr'd an
analyst is prepared tu "abandon, or demote
to a seconilary position, the everyday socio-
political-psychological categories into
which impatient analysts attempt to
pigeon-hole their objects ofanalysis". I was
implicitly doing a self-criticism. Cani
Fawehinmi, I insisted in t}at article, is an
exceptional character - difficult, but not
impossible, to describe. But why study
exceptional cases? Because'exceptional
casei often reveal the direction in which the
contradictions of a given society axe being
resolved".

We mav attemDt a collective
elaboration of this broposition. I.et us ta.ke
tlre set ofpoliticaj activiss in N'igeria- Irt us
take from this set the sub-set that are usu-
ally referred to as "social critics", "human'
ridhts activists". "oro-democrasv activists'i

"ti. 
rirrulu. let'uitake from this sub-set a

group consisting ofpersonages that can be
desdibed as "consistendt' radical, selfless,
honest and oassionate". Finalh-. take from
this sub-set-another sub-set ionsisting ol'
ideological personages, *'here being iileo-
logical means having a clear vision of, and
beine committ€d to the realisation of, a tlpe
of social system and organisation that
should suoolant the oresent one.

^ ^Our subii'ct Gani Fawehinmi,
has moved, quite e;ily, from the first sub-
set to the iubset before this last one.
Bevond this ooinl howerer, furtler classfi-
cuiion creites immense difficulties.
Personages in this last sub-set can be
describeii, variousiy, as anti-capitalisg anti-
imperialist" socialist" Marxist, revolution-
aqi retbrmist, liberal, nmliberal, cenrist,

(.t('.. ( )r il rr rrt rl ,ilr.rl ior t ol ,t ll ot sr lttc ofllrst:
rrtlrilrrrlt,:r. l,llrtlt ol llrl lcrrrltltcit's is
;tsstrt rtttl t9 lx, t,ttlrr,f irrl rr.r,,trt lt r L'rrrlt:1.:ttit.
ol' lo lr;nr acquilrrl rL'ttttr t,tlit trtntt:nt
;rlottg llrr, lirr'. My llt,'r,t'' r'. tlr,rt rrrtt uill
lurrt ir 1,r'olr['ttt tirt"llrct r l;r,'r'rl1'rrrg (iiuti at
this lxrirrl.

f.J.ui l:t[.r';r l,tlrrL lirrtrt yottr
tusk uttl nxtsitk't' itttollttr scgttx:ttI ol'my
1988 articb: 'Althorrgh Olli lirwt'hinrni
does not challenge thc cxisling r::rpitr.list
polirical economy, he is prtlr:trrrl lo s:u:ri-
lice his life in defence ol'thc rights rrl strial-
ists antl commttnists. llis pl;rllirrrn ftrr
struggle is law, anrl not In'lili(ll itlt'okrgy
whicfr creatcs itttrl rrrlion;rlises law.
Although he is a kind anrl ltrtlrtane m:ur, he
iulvocates toughnt'ss in lttttsttirrg honest
aims. Gani is a deeply religirrus miut, but he
r.r'ill pitch his camp against those who go to
war in the name of religion. Although he
demands absolute commitment and loyalty
tiom his staff, he would not want any hamr
mcart for him to befall them. And while
considering this passage, seek interview
with Ganis cloie political associates,
including leades of his own political party,
and ask them what problems (induding
emban*assments) his actions and public
utterances nrust have caused

I have sought a resolution ofthe
E":oblem dramatised in the preceding two-narasranhs as rell as the "recnritment
helaL"'*rttr the help of what Karl Marx
c.'rlled the categoricd irnperative. I have
cited, or quoted. this imperative setet:rl
times in this column. Let me atteinpt a
surrunary: "Not to aspire to corLstruct an
cdifice that wili last for all time; to sulrject
everything that exists, or has arisen, to crit-
ical analysis - fearirg neither harm to one-
self, embarrassment to associates, nor cotl-
fl.ic1 wirh the p,ou'ers-tirat-be; to go t<.r war'
in onoosition'to a]l situations aid condi-
tioni in which the human being is exploit-
ed, opprcssed, cheated, humiliated. or
abandonetl'l Gani mav not have conscious-
lv embraced this impe'rative as summarised
liere. But I believe 6is politics is guided by
it.
. To be continud.

The politics of Gani Flawehinmi
firrmc<l in Ltgrs to support lrinr zrntl dcli'rr,l
Ir irn. '[hc ot grr rtis:rliolt was rniti:Jll llt'arl,r l In'
'Iiri Soliuin, tlrc lugcnduv figltter lirr cotnprr'-
hcnsivc lrtrrrum rights and democratic govtr-
nan<:e. Sol:uin dicd in poprrlar stmggle over t
dt:uule ago. Wc nray insert here, as footnott,
thlt.'liri Solu'in was much older than Gani
hrth in agc ancl in the stmggle.

We may return to the attempt
rrr:uL: during this period to recruit Gani into
tlrr' Soci;rlist Movement. Simply pu! the
Movcnrr:nt - or its radical segment, or the
nrore r:rrli<'al otganisations of its radica] wing
- li.lt th;rt (]ani-Fawehinmis heroism should
rrot bt. tlissipatt:d: it should be channeled, so
to slv, t() a ilt'lirritc rcvolutionary end, to the
urrrst ol rxrrrrrl:r social transformation in
N i gcriu'11 rr,'1 r;r t riols and comrades who ini-
tiatcd this ntlrrilurcnt efforG must have
been inlbnnt'rl by this revoiutionary idea:*Without a guirling organisation the enerry
of the masses wotrld clissipate like stearn not
enclosed in a nislou box'. But I cannot afirm
that they paid nlrch irltcntion to the second
(complementary.l p;u't r rl' t-hat dictum, name-
lJ, t$t, "nevertli '1,*t what moves *rings is
not the piston or t-hc lxr& but the steam'.

Ln thc contcxt of my story Gani
was tl1e steam, and t-lxr socialist orgaaisations
into which he wiw to bc rerruited were the
piston boxes. To the bt'st of'my knowledge, or
as far as I can renrcnrber, this recruitrnent
Droiect did not succeed - at'least not in the
Iorm it was planned, arrd not when the par-
ticular attenipt under revicw was made.'Did
the recruitment fail bccause the "steam"
could not be forced into the "piston box? Or,
because the "steam" could not remain in the
"piston box? Or, because the "steam" was
neutralised in the "piston box"? Or, because
the "steam" exploded the "piston box"? Or,
becamse of a combination of lactors?

As would be e,pected, not every-
one in the movemcnt approved of the
recruitment idea The majority of the 'oppo-
sitionists" were of the view that it would be
impossible to bind Gani to organisational

d

rrrlr.r,. ( )rrr. nl.un n,ils()l) was oflered: The
ttr:rrr lrlrrr',1 .,, rrrrrllr irr himself (or put
tlilli.rr.rrllr', lr, lr.lr,.rrrl that he knew it a.ll)
anrl lr,r,l tlr. rrrr',rrr:, to ar1 independendy
(th:rl is. orrl.,rrlr. :rn olg;misation) on what
he lx'litv,,l. S.nr. rrllrr'oppositionists"
simply :uy,rrr',I IIr;rI IIrr. rnirn, nlthough nei-
Lher iurti M;rrrr.,l rrol rurti-socia.list, was
neither a Mrrr sr:il rr,r' :r socizilist. It ll'ould
thertforc Ix. rl:rrr1,,r'rrrrs to bring such a
high pr<-rIih. Itr.r'sorr:rl'.r. lnto the movement.
Yet others lugrrrrl llr:rt ( i;rrri was simplytoo
active and rt'stlt:ss Io Ix."urntainedwithin
a left wing revolrrl ior r;rly orgiurisation.

Tlrrt't' u,lrs, lrowever, a small
group of Cornrittlt's I hlt lrt'kl that the cause
of the popular nrirss('s wrrld be better
served bv leaving ( l;r rr r I o r 11 x'ritte as he was
doing - fiom thc'inrtsi,l,.", so to say'l that
"containing" him woultl l(, timLmount to
"curtailirg" hirn - il rrol "c;usb'ating" him
politicallr: In either c;rtt., tlrt. rrusses would
be cheat6d.

lVe are discrrssing :ur internal
debate thar took olau' in tlrc srrrrnd half of
the 198Os. On Febnrruy.l, llrslt, its t.})e dis-
cussion was going on willrin orrr move-
ment, I decided to pul.liuo aI rrsptx't of the
debate - without revealing it-s origin - in
this coiumn. I galre the pit'ct' thc titlc Gani
Fawehinmi. In the opening p;uirgraph, I
said: "Gani Fawehinmi has etrcrgrxl on the
Nigerian scene as an excepLion;rlly lt'rruu'k-
able defender, tlrough drc l;rw, o{ liurda-
mental human rights. For this man it has
not been a sudden flight to pre-cminence:
What he is now is pardy a product of clash-
es of historical forces in Niecria a:rd oartlv
a product of zo-year single-minded ari
all-consuming cornmitment to social jus-
tice as seen by him and corroborated by
lara/'. That was my first, introductory, thesis
on the man.

The second thesis was that the
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fN tlrc Iilsl p1111 ol this piece, I advanced
Isorne ploposirions foi understanding
Gtni Fawehinmi and his politics. One of
lhe propositions is that, consciously or
unconsciously, our subject adheres to
Karl Marx's categorical imperative - this
is, the uncompl'omising criricism of all
that exists. I had earlier observetl that
Gani is "over-documented": You have
abundance of reference material generat-
ed by Gani himself, the media, his fiiends
and his foes. Our subiect'.s lilrt'ary is orro
of lltr, riclrtst rlx tttnt'nl;tlirttt ct ttltts itt
thc country.

l.irr t.l re rcst:iln:ltt:r', t.l r is :r.l.tril r

ute (over-dtlcuurentlr[iott) is lrollt :rtt
advantage (you have moru Lltttt clt,,ttglr
material to work on) and a disadvant;rgt
(rou may not achrally be adding anything
new - in fact and in analysis - to existing
literature). My advice is that if you have
zmy reason for studying the subject then
you have to appropriate the advantages
to thc full while dealing wilh the disad-
varltages. You may need to focus more on
interpretation or re-interpretation thar
on mere historical compilation. In this
concluding introductory piece on Gani
Fawehinmi, I shall try to provide some
illuslrations for my propositions, and
attempt an overall assessment.

I started the last piece with a
story of an attempt to "recruit" Gani
Fawrhinnri into the radical wing of the
Nigerian Srx'irLlist Movement in the sec-
ond half oi th(. lt)ilos. Thc attempt did
not succeed. Brrl lr:rrtly six years later, in
19911,, our subject a:rd his :t-ssociatcs ca.rne
out and publicly annorrnttd tle forma-
tion of a political palty, National
Conscience Party (NCP). lt wa^s an act of
open defiarce of the bloody military
regimc of General Sani Abacha who, on
seizing power in November 1993, had
banned political parties and political
activities, especially the type of activity
that Gani had embarked upon.

So, what happened between
19BB and r99r!? How do we explain this
"turn-around"? The easiest explanation is

that conditions were not ripe for Gani in
D88, but were ripe in 19911. Another possi-
ble explanation is that there is aworld of dif-
ferenct between being recruited into a small
political group zurd leacling the formation of
a political party; lietween a smali, "under-
Sround'l cadre-biust:cl political gtoup and an
open mass polit.ica.l nrovement; between an
explicitly ;ur I i r';r1 ri I :rlisl t Marxist) group and
;r lroprrlisl, llr,,rrglr r';rdical group; and
lx'lwttrr ir l',r1'ul' wlritlr is not designed to
r.nriir1ir' rrr rl,'r'tor':rl lxrlitics and one formed
irr rk'li:rrrct. ol :r rrrilit:rry junta which was
pl;rrrnirry,, orrcr' ;rp';;t.itt, to regiment and con-
I rr rl t'ktlolirl polil its.

( i:r.ni Iirrwt'hinrni's direct partici-
p.rliorr rrr r.lr.r'llr;rl 1,,,lilics, culminating in
Iris corrlr':,lrrr1', tlrr' prlsirlt'ntial election in
2ooll, wir.\ lr v,'r'y snr:rll txyransion of his pol-
itics.'t his sl irl{'rn('nt r':rn bc reformulated.:
Gani'.s f irllilr1,rrlr'rr rr r'l.r'loral politics did
not add to wlr;rl I r',rrrc.ivl as his politics.
What appears lilic lr. 1r:rr';rrkrx or irony here
will be substant.i;llly rtrlrrrrrl, if'not entirely
removed, if wt: :tlrlrttti:ttt' t.ho distinction
between Gani's lxrlili,,s ,,rr t lrr: one hand, and
the politics of tht: N;rt iorr;rl ( i rnscience Party
(NCP) on the otlrt'r'. Ilc ltrl tJris party at
inception and it wa.s orr its yrla.tlbrn that he
contested the presir k'I t,'y.

The N('l' is. llrt r'onLext of
Nigeria's contemporiuy lxrliticarl history a
significant political p:r-r'ty irr tlre country. In
terms of its constitution, l)logriunme, mes-
sages and campaig'ns, r'lI:rrtr, llt. ltntecedents
and membership ol'its h'rr,k'r'slri1,, lhe NCP
is clearly a leading Ir(,l,rrl:tr'-rlotnocratic
political formation - onr: ol tho few to
emerge in the coun[r'y irt l.lrt: last two
decades. But if you LiLht' sornr: sl"cps back-
wards and look at Gatri tnd Lhcr party whose
formation he led, you will ciisccrvt:r that the
relationship between the trvo (the man and
the party) is not much dilferent li'om the
relationship between the man and other
organisations, groups and individuals whom
he supports and whom he car embarrass.
criticise or denounce when, in his judgrnent,
it is necessary and patriotic to do so.

One of the signi{icant public bat-

tlt:s ( i;rrrr li;rwllrirrrni fbught in the last
dcc:ult w;1, tlrt lr:rt.tle to extend state
recogrrit ror r I o 

1 
roI i I ir::J patties other than

thost: n11r;llrlrl lirl llrt: 1999 elections.
Likc rrll (i,rrrri. 1'rrl,lr, lrattles, the party-
regisl-t;rti,rrr l,:rlll, w;rs ;rs tnuch a political
battle as it w;rr rr [ 1,,;rl orrc. And Ganiwent
into this IraIIk' rrol ;rs ;r 1rirrlyleader (which
he was oflit:i:rlly) or corrrrsol fbr aggrieved
political p;rllre, trvlrrr'lr lr,' was. ofticially),
but as Gani I":rw,'lrrrrrrrr l,rtcisely in the
same way lrt. Iirrrl,,lrl llrt lrrr.llles over Dele
Giwa's murtk'r, l,iryrrrrrl,rl'rl,rl)ar-wages"
to selectetl Mrrrr',t.r'., t)basanjo's
Presidenfia-l Lilrr':r r v, r'or r u pl ion and the
n;le of law in tlrc rr';rlrrr ,'I public office,
etc.

We nr:ry rlr';rll tlr;tt. Gani was
annoyed with Adrurr { )r;lrrrrrrrltole, former
President of the Nigcr irr l ,;rIrorrr Congress
(NLC), not for cont.r'slirrl', llr(' 2Oo7 elec-
tion, and not fot ltis ,lr,'t,,' ,,l political
platform. Gani wils,,,,,',,t,','l with
Oshiomhole for registt'rirrg to liglrt the
gubernatorial electiorr irr l'iLr St.ate, a
decision ald an act whiclr lrc rr1,;l.rrled as
a "climb-down". Gani worrltl lr:tvt lovcd to
see Oshiomhole contesting IIrr' 1rrlsirlency
(which he believed reflet:ttr I tlrr' :;l:ttttre of
both Oshiomhole ancl tlrt Nl.('), (iani
took this position not as k';rrk'r ol'NCP,
but as Gani Fawehinmi.

Gani Fawehinrtti, :ts rt pt'tsrtn,
not as aleader ofNCP, suplx trl ct I llrr: qrrt:s-
idential candidacy of Iirtttt,'t rrrilil;rlv
Head of State, General Mttlr;ttrrttt;t,ltt
Buhari. If the NCP later adoptcr I |hrlr;rri, I

believe this was not because ttl t.lu: ;tt:l.ittn
of Gani, but more of coinci<lcrrcc- I lrt:lit:ve,
in effect that Gani's adoption ol' lluhiui
was his politics, not the politics of NCP.
And thif arose fiom our subject's consid-
eration of corruption as Public Euemy
Numbel one, and Brrhari as uncornrpLed.
Czrni bclicved that Nuhu Ribadu, the for-
mer leader of the Economic a,nd Ilinancial

agreement wi[]r thc leadership of the
Nigerian Bar Associirtion (NBA), and sev-
eral of his professional colleagues, is
explained by i-he contradictions w-hich we
have mentioned - contradictions which
most ofhis antagonists neither understood
nor appreciated. Gani's appearance before
the quasi-military tribunals set up by
lluhari and ldiagbon in the early D8Os.
His endorsement of Buhari in 2OOZ the
zeal with which he supports the anti-cor-
ruption campaign, his contimrous legal
battle with the Nigerian State on virtually
every act of mis-governance, etc, are all
studies in the "law-politics contradictions"
as embodied, in a unique way, by Gani
Fawehinmi. When you use law to fight for
popular democracy and you do this with
boltlness and great passion as weII as mas-
sive deployment of knowledge, faith and
resilience, you will expose lhe hypocrisies
of the mling blocs and their state. But you
are also bound to run into contradictions.

To conclude: In my1988 article,
Gani Fawehinmi, I had written:
'Fawehinmi - emerges as a'tiaxometer"
for reading the balante of social forces, the
state of social struggle as well as the direc-
tion of immediate resolution of this strug-
gle. He is indeed a remarkably complex
man whosc essence cannot be captured by
such simple categories like brilliarrt, pro-
gressive, r'adical, kind or courageous -
altlrc'rrgh he possesses each attribute. He
prcfrgures a turning-point in the long
struggle between capitalist dehumanisa-
t.ion and socialist humanism. This turning-
point, which will be major victory for the
populal masses, is called popular democ-
iacy. Anyone who wants to know what
popuJar democracy is, in practice, will gain
a lot fiom a shrdv of this man who is simrrl-
taneously a.proauct ofhistorical forces as
well as conscious personal determination."

I wrote this 20 years ago.
Except for a necessary refornrulation ofthe
capitalist-socia-list struggle (to take
zrccounl of current ba]ance of forces), I
would re-endorse the thesis today.
. Concluded

The politics of Gani Flawehinmi (2)
Crimes Cormnissiorr (lLlr(]C) was the best
presidential candidat.c tlr:lt. ncver was. I
doubt if this was the posil.ion ol'his pargr.

Gani Fawehinrrri's vr:hcment
onnosition to the candidacv ol' Atiku
ebubakar was his politics, a-nd nol llr;tl ol'
his party. Since the beginning of Olusegrrn
Obasanio's presidency (1999-2007) rurd
especially since the crearion of Economit'
and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC)
under Nuhu Ribaclu, in 2Oo3, Gani
Fawehinrni has waged the war on corrup-
tion and abuse of office with passion - a
degree of passion comparable only to l"he
passion wilh which he waged the Dele
Giwa battle.

As I hacl said earlier in this
series, Gani Fawehinmi's revolutionary
career is built on a pla:tlirrm whose two
main elements arc popnliu'dcnrocracy (or'
reVolutionary dernocruy) :urcl the law as it
is. He is uncomprornisingly committed to
both. To these two planks we may add pub-
lic moraliW and radical humalism.
Therein lies-the inevitable tension in this
platform; therein lies the inevitable con-
tradictions. Tension and contradiction
inevitably axise from this platform because
the law which Gani so radically and reli-
giously upholds is not meant to serve the
popular (or revolutionary) democracy
whlch he, in equal mei$ure, also upholds
religiously and radically.

Law is conservative by nature,
and the Nigerian law is particularly con-
servative. But popular democracy, general
ly a:rd in the historical context o[Nigtri:r
(zooe), is radical. The contradictiorrs
between the two Qaw and politics) worrld
not have been so'glaring if Gani lrrrd rrot
been so active, if he had been imt a, tlteo-
retician, or the spiritual head of a move-
ment - leaving hii followers to act on his
inspiration. But alas, the man is activism
it.sellf. So he carries his contradictions with
him like a banner. But fortunately for him,
and for us, his premises and motives are
always clear. His categorical imperative
and contradictions are inseparable.

Ga.ni Fawehinriri's long dis-
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