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7fl FIE elevation of the African Na-
f tional Congress (ANC) from an
underground revolutionary move-
ment to the ruling party in South Af-
rica is undoubtedly one of the main
events of the second half of this cen-
tury, indeed of modern history. It
stands in the same pre-eminent cate-
gory with the great revolutions of the
last 250 years: The French Ameri-
can, R.ussian, Chinese and Cuban
Revolutions. In the context of world
history the coming to power of the
ANC and its leader, Nelson Mande-
la, ranks higher in importance than
other earth-shaking events trike the
Portuguese Revolution, the Iranian
Revolution and the collapse of the
Soviat Uni.on and former sociatrist re-
gimes of Eastern Europe.

But the significance of the South
African event lies not simply in the
"constitutional" overthrow^oi an en-
threnched minority regirne which
had prescribed a rnillenium for itsenf"
All revolutions w6rth celebrating

are of such character" The signifi-
cance of the event lies in its peculiar-
ities as a revolution, as weli as in its
tirning. We shall first isolate some
of these peculiarities, and then de-
scritre the timing.* Tke ckaracter af tlze society
which the rewtlution is committed,
awl is expected, to transform. Tlrie
South African society is not just rac-
ist" it is al$o capitelist There are
thus two social hierarchies: The capi-
.tatrist hierarc\y and the racial hierar-
chy. The blacks who have now been
elevated politically stand at the bot-
torn of both hierarchies. It is the
combination, or aggregate, of these

two hierarchies 
- and not sirnply the

racial hierarchy 
- that is called

apartheid.
In the American Revolution, the

white colonists overthrew the English
colonial authority and established a
captalisl state where native Indians
and black slaves remained subjugated
and chained. It was a white suprema-
cist revolution. In the French Revotru-
tion, the rising bourgeoisie overthrew
feudalism 

- the impediment to capi-
talist developmeent - and established
a bourgeois state where the working
class anC peasaotry 

- who had
played a crucial role it the revolution

- remained subjugated. In the R.us-
sian Revolution, the working class
and the peasantry overthrew feudal-
isro, imperialism and nascent capitai-
isrn, dissolved the Czarist Empire and
estatrlished a workers' state. A sirni-
lar overturning of class hierarchy
took place in the Chinese and Cutran
Revolutir:ns.

But in South Africa where class and
racial oppressions indissoXr.lbly com-
bined to produce apartheid, the lattel
cannot be disrnantled without a "dou-
ble overturning"---<lass and race -taking ptrace. For apartheid is not just
racisrn. Aparthiecl is capitalist rac-
ism" Any dream of presening the
capitalist structure/hierarchy by "ex-
panding" the capitalist class to in-

- clude more blacks will produce an-
other upheaval which will again be
the focus of worid attention. To dis-
rnantle apartheid in reality, and not
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sirnply on paper. r:apit;rlis1: stmctufes
must i:e disrnantl*d" Oile of the first
tesrs :rf the valirjiry of tl:ris proprrsi-
tions r.rri.!-l ccirie ol*r the l**d ques-
tion: l.arrd fur ttr* disposiiessed. T'ltis
is orrc cf the inss$s ihat has sel ttre
Pa'i Airic:laist Ccngre.+s rPALj apart
fiom iirr ANC^

Tir* $*u{h Afuicarl i{evr-rlution is
als"l di:fTere*t {rorn the classical na-
tic*al {anti-ralocial} liberati*& revo-
luti*r;, iike {ho Algerien F{evoiutir:n.
Tlie c*lei:isi;lg tr)'ri"'er in Sou.th Airica
was $Dt a fi;rr*igu gr:,wer. bul at iftt€r-
nal. caste. Thc ccJ.cnis*rs ar* liou{h
-A;tricats" i{' c+rapariso*s are io he
: r*ile, ehe ,:*qr*tll "A-tiican R.evolution
r rn he !ike*e;J ii.r tile ff*tlrabweaa
and. Idamibi:rrr l{fvoiut-ionii. But in
the fq;rller cas* ili* "'caliouilrl'" power
rected straiigic;:llv an the $outh .A.fri-
can r:parfheiii roqime acd in the latt*r,
the So.,tti: .4.fricar: *partheid regime
wai lhc i]!.,lrti!er. ltt hath c;ries the
colcrrli,.iei lrlas ati exic!ftal f*rce which
si*-rpi'r, witirdre*, ts: its "home base."
S*utti Atrica;
* ?-lre i*arstrt.ry' of the rev*l*lianrery

fiE*pern4n{. ?he rnaial liberation
rloverueilt i:i Sruth Alrica, the ,Atii-
can lYati**al Cc,ngress (PSiC), was
not a f.<rffilaticla cr cr.:*iiticn put to-
gether for the purp*se of seizing
pswer. trt was &rmed 82 ye*rs ago,
im 1912, lvilh the initial *aure, Afri-
ran l,iative Co*gress. I'he ANC's
n:*in *ily, the ti+uth Africaa Comrnu-

nist Party (SACP), was formed in
192i" rhat is 73 years ago. It is the
tldest Comrnunist Party in Affica and
one of the olclest in the wortrd. it q'as
* memher cf the T'hirC Intr:rnationel,
clr Cor*mu*ist lnternationai
(Cominter:ri for:rred after the tsolshe-
vik Revch:tlcn in i 91?.

"Ilhe A-hi{" 1 is thus *}der than }.Ielsor
Man<iela, its prcsent leader; alld the
SACP is *lder than J+e Slovo, its cur-
rent Naii.e;nal Chairman. The pa-rties
are not iike Krnr:eth Kaunda's party,
cr htrobuf,u's part_v; or Kamuzu
Banda s Fxrry tlr Flig;rian r:af;onal
paitics which rvcre fi:rmed hy, aud
around" individualg who le,l thern to
victerries" On Lbe contrary, the AttC
and S"{CF pra,*urcd thc leaders who
irave nolv assur*ed office as state
functionaries. When ttre letiders were
irr pi-isot. or in cxiic, tiie organisa-
tions, ncurished hy a tiglrting p*ople,
producei.l other cadre: tn continue the
ntmggie.'Ihe organisations have a his-
tory ,.rf fighting the apartheid rnachine
as rvell as deaiing with treachery in
tiieir ranks. The indication$ ere that
they wili eontinue to dc so.

Tlie point here is that whereas the
nationalist parties iq other parts of Af-
rica becanne transformed, after inde-
pendence, into reactionary instru-
ments ofthe leaders' personal powers,
the ANC and SACP are not iikely to
Lre so transformed. The ANC, an 82-
year old fighing organisation rf,rhich
produced n historic figure like h[elson
Mand*la, and olhers, cannot be so

tnansfornoed. The SACf, an armed
organisation, committ*<! not only .to
fighting capitalism. b$t *Iso to
fighti*g white domination - even
'when its membership rvrs onlv whitc
-* cannot be so tran:i1'orarecl. Tbe
,ouly possibility is the transformation
ot- thsir leaderships. ki that case the
crganisations will either split or
tlirow off its leaderships e*i! produce
$ew $nes" The implicaricns are clear.

We now come to thr: tirning of the
Revolution. Likr the Cuban
ltevolution, the victory cf the
llberation movement in S*uth Africa
brake the stalernate in the
revolutionary struqgle iu the
underdcveloped worlel. expecially in
Africa. The CuLral Revolutior
indicaled the way forlsarri after the
imperialist pnwers h:rd dashed the
hopes of uniyersal iiberation raised
by World War Il. In the sarne way
the Soulh A{rican Revoitrtiun comes
at a time when the expl*ited ard
oppressed peoples of the world are
searching for a way aut of the
consequences of ttre glotral evelts of,
the last fivc years.

From the peculiarities and timirig cf
the South Afriean l{.evoiution issue
both the problems which tacc tho now
nation-state and ne*r perspectives for
revolutionary transforrnation of
Af,rica. The revolutiolr raarks a new
stage in the history ofAfrica, and of
the world. In political tenrs, as well
as psychologically, it is more than a
counter-weight to the catastrophe ifl
Eastern Europe.* Next week: South Africa's
victorious alliance.
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