
Dictatorship had tfuee phases
strategies and taclics politicat

national o[estlon.'
The con'cept"of l*ft in polirici origi-

nated long 1go, io Europe, and was
first used;o dpsignate those members
of , legisl*'tive.ahcnrses who -advpcated
rapid and radical changes jf fav-our of
the lawer-cliuseq lhc colnmon peo-
ple. These.me5nbers usurlly sat lo the
lef of the prtsidilg r-rfficers. [:ter,
tlie concept-was extended lo refer to
an aggregitc of political and ideologi-
cal tendencies within and trutside par-

;liaqr*nt, rvhich stood fcr the political

o]srgirai iriailtrrn wili*ii s;:u' l*j il-,,i';*-
cetcil the *rerthr+tv *f lh'; lt,:tlrq.e*is
class. by ;.n:i rrit:llrs appr*priatt **lrs :l

fl CCi':;Sili1- 131r.1;; 1 :,-; f(.1 :i1 -. r, rll.inl ;p;i-
tir;n cl lil* L:wer cbssts. i]';Icr* ii;r
eri; re ni i.mprri alist r:i:iiriii !:i: rr l' ii i i:li,':'
tior ::nri i-ltr,*nic;t i*f ':riihiilli*li pc.iii
icl.li c:itlr,r:rs uttl r:,:riil:;l1l), llie r*t]-
i;4 sf gi;*.1i1' crl {iir: },.r:!'t l;:lri ll:li};i
l',:nl Liic i1,r', . : iil - - - Y. ,r: J( i' ,' ;:i -,

ttti; te*ilcnrry * te thr gi:-r;tti:r
rlassr:s *'i:,tre il h*cxme iti! :ltlrlttl-1-
inous lei'l)lulittnirry plogr;.;n:me anC

ilgcncy.
?r:r loinl here ir' that tht }-efi dla-q

noi sir-*ply c{rnvey the noti** af rili-
caiisni i* p*iitics. Thc iattcr is a prlili-
ial calrgo4r rvirich. llke thc Left, oriSi-
r:ater! in Euro;:r; ;:ild was thcir tra;ts-
ported to A*r*riar" To b* radical ii:
politirx is to be drastic or c-tlrtnte in
Lny directior - Rigbt or l-eft. It is to
be th*rirughlS' rell*llious. ar:rd 1o advo-
cate llre overturning of exisling institu-
tir:ns, viet\, pr*ctices, rules, condi-
tinns snd msriods o{ -qovcmance. Thr'
concept is ltereforc not ciass-specil'ic.
Eicuot whcrc il is qualitled hv the ad-
jectivc leltist (bccrjmirg leftist radi'
cal) or it gualifies lefiist (hecoming
radical lefljit), lhe term radicrl does

not refer to the emancipation or etn-
powerment of the popular {or ciornin*t-
cd; classess. Th:rt is the essence, iogic
rnd dvnarnics o[ the Radiurl Nfove-
nreat il I'{igeria and elsewhere "

Inrplicit in this clnrification is a cliti-
cism o[ the Nigeria Left, nct of rhe

Radicat rl{ovement. Historically the
Radical Movement has occuPied a
*buf{cr"zone* betweeu thc organis.l-
tions cf lhe polver-bloc snd those cf
tlrc kll- E;i5entially its task h;rs heen

to unhekl &d defeld the basic ri.ghts

and'dignity o[ the popular ruass* arrd

lltcii' i,;:.lrirrs --- as c:i'li,r.ln:;. Ou lilo otlitr
h;:tttl. lhc i..cii, u'lriit :lllir;,rlittin!. rlttr
ilrierrrlinll Lr;i hirli.: ril.liit,r r'1 llic Jitrpular
, tii*is1::tr, il ;l :i ;is i t:{ sl r lrk',il r r.: rri:jrc( ir.,r: t}rr:

( r[,lrr'.] (ll' 1;iriili,-';,1 Dtlt L t.

hrit wirit lvo scc itt 1'',lir;cria is'tli:rtl
iviiilc thr;: itiNiical Niovclnullt is per-:

fcL-:ir-r1g its i;t:.it, firtirlirtns of thc LefJ
!:rve i;irnply dissuivcil irr:lo it, prritlug
i',;rNi:ril oar: lrriru of rt:jtrrntist arr.d op-
proritnistic iltliortllis;r{iln trr ilic ir{hcr.
F.ithr;rigl tht l-tit i;;rl; h,:!n*il i(r si"rlrp{:r

*rId i:.rrlir.aiisi tlii: itdvili:ltr"'t iLI I tri, r, tl .--
ihe t1;;:rc li:at sirtirkl it ai:t:clt:tlric to

iiie. plrver"-i:1oc -*- it h;rs not ini'hcricr:d
ti:e Itad.i*rl It4ovclnei,rt to txpar:C iis'
prr:greuimes tcr i:tcludr:, at lcast,'thc crit-
icisnr r:f imrr*ritlislt nrrd the ntailiet
dltoiiomy. h4*rc lragicall'i {hc *hibenrst-

ing" I-,i:fi api;elrJs to b* si:tisfled $ritll
i}:e i;rspiration rvhich the ]l-adical Mo':*-
r]*Bt Eolv receivc.s iiorn impi:riaiism
rvhich, si*ce 1990, bas coffmittcd so

xirich ener!;y, technical lesources aud
morleji to the promotion of vacuous de-
.rn$cracy in Nigeria, Alrica and t-tre

world.. In effect, instcad of transfor:uing their
a*ies (the radicals), thc lcftists are being
transf'nrmed, ideologically *nd political-
ly, ilto radicais of porver-lloc politics"
Jn this trag.ic tramformatisn, the3r have
bees unable to articulate the minirnum
conditions for the overthrow of the dic-
tatonhip (ir a way fhat $dll bene&t tle
popular mas$e$ of all rratlooalities and

ihe internally-coloniserl peopie.) Wcrse
tLan that, they have n$t been able Io
recognise such articulatioss when pua

fonvard, in acts or deeds. Rldical poli
tics, witb leftisns as its ideologucs, has .

so far benefited only the disaffecled
fractions of the porver bloc. Nothirtg
demonslrated this better tlraa the coup
ttrrat inaugurated thc Sccond Dictator-
ship.
* Ta be cotrlitrucd nc"rt Tltursday

T'he First Dictatorship rvas Genbral
Babangida's diclatorship" The sec"-

ond Dictatorship is the Abacha:
Diya-Ali dictatoruhip. In.lhis perspec-

Nationaltivc, Shonekan's Ilterim

T-kmm seffiffiffied ffifiq:ffm&mn-s&xfig* (g)
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lishcd the NRC and SlfP.
Seccnd plasel From 0ctober ?,

1989 to Ja:ruary 2, 1993 when Ba-
h:rngiria swnie in.a Transirirrnrl Ccun-
ci}. set up rh* I'{ationa! I.}eitnte aird
Sec*iity Ci:rucil (Nl)s{) in p}ece ef
lhr fu:nr."d F*rces Ruiine C*'.rncii

t
It

whcse
histori

Gover::ment $HG) whicb
Nover*ber 1'

lasted ftom :
August 26 to 7, 1993 tl'as

ans ought to resetrch rnore lhor*uglr- emalcip*qiiln.of the log'er classes -Iy. Fint phase: From August 27, the g'orking people - throuqh reform
1985. when Babungida seizcd por.v.'r or revolulions; or both.
to Octoh€r 7, 1989, when he pro- tsy thc end'of last century fie Left
scribed ail pnliticat parties and estab- had been l'imrly eitairlished as nn iC'
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productive, if the conference is not con-
ceived by the popular forces waging it as
a road to political powet.

It is the social forces in power or in the
struggle for power that can convene a
Sovereign National Conference or com-
pel the convening of one - either to
consolidate and legitimise its power (in
case of the former) or to attempt to come
to power (in case of the latter). When a
National Conference is agreed upon and
organised by the
silent agreement
will be a forum

Second

Power is

indicated
and has

of the power bloc and ate not re-

15

as a means of altering that balance and
producing a trew one. Power can neither
be donated nor surrendered to a non-

our struggle against the dictatorship.
The Conference as envisaged will there-

fore be a Conference of self,-renewal for
Nigeria's power bloc 

- 
jus! like the Con-

stitution Review Committee (CRC) and
the C-onstituent dssembly (1S87 - 1989)
under the First Dictatorship. The outcome
if things go as designed wili neither bene-
fit the popular masses across the nation
nor resoive the national question in a way
beneficial to the lower classes in the in-
ternal colonies.

The power bloc has, in effect, spoken
and acted clearly and unambiguously
enough for the left to articulate a re-
sponse"
*Conclu.ded.

The second dictatorshi

tory passes through revolutionary poli-
tics. I shail provisionally cail this the

J"three plus'one" definitioll: Fopulan
.fl. power. popular self-del.ernoination, anti-

fi imperialisnn, plus revolutionary poli-
t trcs.

The essence of this definition is its

x,,,il'fil'';",I1ffI]il,iTiiflxl-"itl: By Edwin Madunagu
capitalism and socialism etc., which
have been used to define progressive and 19!,1. The Second Dictatorship, this new
popular politics in the iasifew years. military regime, is not so fortunate, for
This absorption is necessary af this the_counter-revolution is now in political
point of Orir struggle because some of and m-o-ral decline world-wide. ' '

ihe conceots havf-been ,"----"-.t"fi, The Nigerian l.efl must now rise. There

"rr*a ui.t"ti"irL 
-"rd 

*,"1tn"* ui aIe -oq potitical propositions on wlich
imperialiits exploiting the tragedy of the lrft can erect its s.trategy-and taclics:
Eaitem Europe'. The""three pli. br"" ^Pnopooition l'{t.t" 

a+o"9 Fgrces $tgh
definition/proiyamme is " rifi.tn of Command'.including the leaders of the

these conclptsl present military junta, agr-e-ed on the an--irri 
riiriix"tatorship, or Babangida's PT:lt -o,f,the 

June 199-3 presidential

tt*.iti*. u"r"fit"d-ir#;;ti';il;; :fEi9-1 and the reasons for it' The an-

crisis of the anti-capitaliJ';;";;;t i.YF:lt^Y3t neither the unilateral deci-

and the uDsurse "f til;r;;;i;i# sion of General Babangida nor-rhe prod-

during the se6nd half of the 1980s. [::l:[::tgar opPgTt]glt 
-ot 

the "I,a-

Mikn"ait Gorbachev, th9 ;d;""r#;i bgda bors' toctti:t"Y;f;?$3."it

$Tit :,8t9'if itl rl*ttt!: iii,:'.,$ ll; .n-,r'iB'i'il r[m*l mBabangida seized power.-.in l.,ligeria. ffi;;il 6rums und alliances is commit_
Throughout its. tenure,.the First Dictator- ;;e'6'd;;;;y ;; ;fi;6;;;;
ship" systematically drew lustf:alro.ps ffi;;} .L nitional queitl6n. yoiies
for its neofascist programmes frgm thg r.o" r.i, or against. Jurie 12 were vari-
events in Eastern Europe and the.imperi- ,* f.*i, of"struggle for g,aranteed
alist inte+relalions of these events. *nc"ssionu, 

"o-p.6irisu, 
*E *rnp"n-

The !irs! Dictatorllip had 
-no 

autono- sation - thi typri prr:vided by the 6oup
mous ideology; it relied solely_on yhat of November i,tSSZ.
Gorbachev did and said and what Mar- proposition 3, The agitation of radicals,
garet Thatche_r lnd George Bush claimed gen6rally, and the iieological support
Gorbachev did and said. The global irovided'bv some elements*in the human
counter-revolution was a major. ptgrnl- ilghts and irro-democracy groups played
tional factor responsible for the ideologi- a part in th-e inauguratioir 6f the Secona
cal and political sustenance ofthe dicta- Dictatorship. Theie elements helped -torship especially between 1988 and perhaps unconsciously - to establish

the power-bloc may therefore continue
with the "transition" politics, or the crit-
icism of it, or both. But the task of the
[rft is to pose the question of rescuing

would
at this
who is

sirnply define a Nigerian l-eftist
point of our history as a radical
committed to the achievement of

self-
to the

popular power and popular
determination, who is committed
sllrggle against imperialisrir and who
actively appreciates that the road to vic-

absorption of the revolutioriary'aspects
radical,of progressive concepts such as

democracy, pro-democracy, human-

two sides in combat the
is that the Conference
for a decisive trial of

strength - 
just like an election in l\mer-

ica or Weptem Europe.
,d government which is a product of the

existing balance of forces in the country
cannot convene a Sovereig! National
Conference which is openly advertisedrights, secularity of the state, state-

f T is in rcsponse to the sad situation
I io U" "orritry 

and the errors of radi-
cat politics that shifts have to be made
in the struggle against the dictatorship.
The Nigerian lrft, even in its fraction-
aliscd state, ought to appreciate now
that there was no transition under Gen-:
eral Babangida and that the second dic-
tatorship will not initiate any transition.
The Radical Movement (the democracy
and human rights groups), R.eform
Movements and disaffected fractions of

the new dictatorship and provide it with,
the semblance of "acceptance" at the
most critical moment. This was what
happened in the 1975, 1,983 and 1985
coup, namely, the use of radicals to re-
trew the dictatorship of the power-bloc.

Proposltion 4 Like the First Dictator-
ship, the Second Dictatorship is not lead-
ing the country to democracy.

The campaign for a Sovereign National
Conference has so far produced one im-
portant lesson, namely, that the cam-
paign cannot be divorced from the strug-
gle for power. Put differently, the cam-
paign for a Sovereign National Confer-
ence is futile, or even coutrter-

i

:

i

i

I

I

!

I

i

I
I

i
I

i
I

I

I

I
I

i

What is the Nigerian lrft? Here again,
our experience in the last five years
mandates some definitive shifts. I
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