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A} ~pposed to this transmon
bevwuse I am convinced that
. the path defired by it will bring us
neither demoxracy. nor: social jus-
tice. It will notreverse: the: worsen-
ing material condition off the: popu-
lar masses. But I pay; attention to
the programme because it is, in the
meantime , smping a dangerous
destiny for owr nation
There is, in my, view & patriotic
cbligation on all ‘of us to ensure
that the damage done by this tran-
sition to our national existence and
development is reversible. This can
be done by minimising the > damage
either through critical ion
in the transition politics or through
systematic and rigorous ideological
criticism, or both. This column is a

- platform for criticism of the transi-

tion programme.

By the second transiiion, I mean
the process which staried on Jana-
ary 2, 1993, the date previously

~ fixed for the inauguration of demo-

cratic rule. Since we have leamt,
thr(mgh eperience, that this re-
gime takes no step and sets up no-
body i mvam. it is first necessary to
examine the institutional frame-

~work within which the transition is—
7~ taking place. This-is how to under-

stand the course -of the transition
and determine its possible fate.
When the National Assembly was
* being-inaugurated on December S,
the official impression given was
that the Assembly would share
power with the military presiden-
cy. Many people. had rejected this
de-facto-diarchy and ergued for a
full restoration of civil rule on Jan-
uvary 2, 1993. But, as it has now
turned out, the National Assembly
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was not meant to share power. It
was intended to have no power at
all. And that is exactly the situation
Dow.

The speculation however remains,
and is indeed becoming stronger,
that the Assembly will be called
upoa at a critical moment (but be-
fore August 27, 1993) to endorse
the appointment of an Interim Presi-
dent or the extention of General
Babangida’s presidency, depending
on circumstances. This speculation
is strengthened by the simulated
power struggle between the Senate
and the Heuse of Representatives —

the two chambers of the National
Assembly — and the presentation
of the Senate as ‘confrontational’
and the house as “co-operative”.

The ruling by the Clerk of the
National Assembly that the two
chambers are equal in-status is sus-

pected to have prepared the ground °

for the House of Rep: esentatives —
which habours the over-whelming
majonicy of the members of the As-
sembly — to be used at the critical
moment if the Senate continues
with its confrontation. The presen-
tation of the Budget Speech to the
House alone was a rehearsal of the
anticipated strategic move.

The establishment of the National
Defence and Security Council (ND-
SC) in place of the Armed Forces
Ruling Council (AFRC) on January
2 was presented officially as a
movement towards a constit ational
democratic rule, that is, a step in the
gracdual dissolution of the military
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dictatorship. The “proof” provided
was that whereas there is no provi-

- sion for the AFRC in 1989 Nigerian

Constitution, there are provisions in
that document for the National De-
fence Council and the National Se-

curity Cotneil.

The weakness of this “proof” is
that the NDC and NSC are pre-
scribed, not in the abstract, but in
the context of a political system and
a state structure where a National
Assembly exists and functions as
the highest organ of state power. In
the absence of such a Nativ.al As-
sembly, - the existence of the NDC
and NSC merely stengthens the
presidency. Hence, through the es-
tablishment of the NDC and NSC
the nation was gripped more firmly
by the military dictatorship. In ef-
fect what happeaed on January 2
was the strengthening of the ruling
military junta and- its presidency.
The transition is therefore reversi-
ble.

The 27-member Transitional
Council swom-in on January 2 per-
forms two functions simultaneously.
First, it creates the illusion that
there is now a responsible civilian
administration at the federal level —

an interim government for which
many Nigerians had clamoured be-
fore the termination of the first tran-
sition on November 17, 1992. Sec-
cndly, the Transitional Council, al-
though not auvtonomous, shields the
military regime from blame, espe-
cially in the area of economic man-

agement. There is a widespread
speculation that the Council has a
third function which will be as-
sumed on August 27, namely, that
of supporting the National Assem-
biy to endorse an Interim President
or to extend the tenure of the mili-
tary presidency.

The “IBB-must-stay” campaign
being prosecuted by the Association
for Better Nigeria also comesimas a
factor that may determine the fate of
the second transition. And in deter-
mining the weight of this factor it is
sufficient to focus attention on ob-

- jective processes. Every speculation,

prediction or projection should be
based on these processes, their ante-
cedents and the character of the re-
gime. Superstition and abuse are not
necessary.

The danger of the current cam-
paign for the extension of the mili-
tary presidency lies, not in itself, but
in the context in which it is being
pursued. Ordinarily every group of
citizens should have the right to
campaign for any type of adminis-
tration. But this particular campaign
is being waged in a period of deep
national disaffection and alienation,
severe economic crisis and increas-
ing material hardship for the masses
of our people.

The r2al fear is that (since the eco-
nomic situation will not improve to-
morrow) if the campaign centinues,
the solution prescribed in it, namely,
that the military presidency should
extend its stay, may appear either as
a viable or rational solution or as the

only patriotic solution in the cir-
cumstances of a national crisis.

- We should therefore be opposed
to the campaign for the simple
reason that we do pot want the
solution advocaied by it (o appear
as an option at afl. And in oppos-
ing it we should not invite the re-
gime to mxppmss it b;i force or
legal action. fraegwc the
impression max the

which we clamour is a pa
conditional one.

Here then are the elemems of
the institutional framework under
which the second transition (Jan-
uary 2, 1993 - August 27, 1993)
is being executed: A castrated
Naticnal Assembly suspected *of -
being prepared to abort the traadiy .
tion in order “io save the nation?;g -
a National Defence and Sec
Council adjudged to hawe) ;
strengthened the military dictatof-'
ship instead of loosening it; gLl
Transitional Council- thay*
changes nothing and promises; )
nothing except illusion; a deep
social -and economic crisis; and
an apparently well-funded cam-
paign for the extension of the mii-
itary presidency.

Projections and predictions on
the fate of the transition should be
worked out from the motion and
the dialectical relationships of
these elements and the forces ﬂp»

“posing them. But as we do this

we should never lose sight of
what should be our minimum
strategic objecti~c namely, to sec
off military rule this year and si-
multaneously compel whatever
regime may succeed it to accept
that it is, at best, an interim ad-
ministration.
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