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I ,{lr rppmd to this Eansiticn
bc--use I am cmvinced thar

meantisp , &Iirrg, e, &ngprpitr

the path &ftned byitwill bring us
ueither demo*r-ncy- nffi social jus-
tice" It wiII a5prEycnsgjtlig:w.gsen-
ing Ecatcrial cmdltiin of 'the pryu-
lar masss k [pay'affiition to
the prograaure basausE it iB, in fu

was llot meaot to sre power. h
was intended to have Eo pos'er at
all And thu is exactly the sinrarim
EAr"

By Edwin Madunagu
dictatmship ThG Eoof. pwided
wc that whereas thre is no Fratli-
sir:nr for the AFRC iB i989 Nigerian
Coasdutim, there are provisions in
that docurmt fq tbc National De-
fence Council ed tk Natimral Se-
crrityCohcil

The weakw of this 'lroof is
that the NDC and NSC are pre-
s$ibed, mt in the abatract, but in
tbe coatext of a political system and
a strte sEuculro where a National
Assembly exists rltd ftrnctions as
0ie highes wgan of sate power. In
the absence of such a Natiu"al As-
sm&ly, tbc exisere'of &e NDC
ad NSC merely seogthe,ns the
presidency. He,uce, tkough the es-
tablishnent of the NDC ard NSC
&e naticn was gripped more firrnly
by the military dictatrship. In cf-
fect what happmed ur January 2
was the strexgtbcning of the ruling
military junta ard' its presidency.
Ttre fansition is therefore reversi-
ble"

Thc 2?-member Transitioual
Council swom-in ci January 2 per-
fonrs two firnctims simultanenrsly.
Fi*t it cf,eatrs &e illusion that
thse is aow a respstrsible civilian
adurinisration at the federal level -an interim Soverrn!€ot for which
mapy Nigerians had clamoured be-
fore the termination of the first tran-
sition on November 17, 1992. Sec-
ondly, thc Transitimal Courrcil, al-
though not aulonorrlels, shields the
military regime from blame, espe-
cially in tbe area of ecnnomic man-

rgerneal. There is a widespread
speculatioa that tb Couneil hrs a
third furction which will be as-
suned m Augtlst 27, nanlrelJr, that
of srpporting sh Natimal Assllr,.
biy ro ereiorse an Interim kcsidear
or to extend tlre teaure of tlre rnili-
tary presidency.

The'IBB-must-stay" campaigp.
being trosecurcd ry the Association
for Betur Nigeric zlso comesin-as a
factq &at rnay determine the fare of
tbc second transition And in deter-
mining tlre weighr of rhis facror it is
sulficient to focus auention o,n ob

' jective processe^T Every speculation,
prediciim u projectiur sbanld be
based m these processes, tkir ante-
cedeirts and the character of ttre re-
gime. Supentition and abuse are not.
necessary.

The danger of the current carn-
paign for tlr extension of the roili-
tary presidency lies, oot in irself, but
in the cmtext in which it is being
pursued &dinarily every group of
citizens should have tbe right to
campaign for my qge of a&ninis-
tration- But this particular campaign
is being waged in a pedod of deep
uaticnal disaflectiqn and alienation,
severe economic crisis and increas-
ing material hardship for the mrss€s
of our people.

Tbe r:al fear is that (since the eco
nornic situatisr will not irnpwe to-
morrow) if the campaigo ccnrinues,
the solutioo prsscribed in iq uarcly,
that the military presidercy should
exte.lrd its stay, rllay appear either as
a viable or rational. soluricc or as the

The second tnansition mly ptriotic solulion in fu cb-
curnstanccs of aauimal crisis
. Weshldrh*refcete@occd , r

to tbe cryeige fc tb.dryb
rg;uion tlut wr do not srail ful
soluticn edvmt€dby it o rpper
rs an optim d dl. Ad in oppoc-
ing ie we sbmtrdnot invite thc ro-
gime to urppr€ss it by fccc r
legal actim. This wiil gle tbc
irryressim frrl tb frEetlqfn fr
frhich wp claD{xlr is a partial cr
gmditirml cr i'

Here thca uc tbe elements d
the insritutkral framewort under
which the d transition (Jan-
uary 2" 1993 - August n,l9Y3)
is being ex€cuted: A castrucd
Netional Assmbly suspectedz& ;
being prepsed to abqt &e traa:I1',
tim in order'to sgve tk nrtiodir'.
a Narional Defence and Scuriyl .

Council adjudged to .h"i..i', ' '

strengthe,oed fu mili6y dictatoi-i '.
ship inxead of loosening it; l:l t '

Transitional CounciL" thal ',:;
changes ndhi4g and promi*si1.;
oothing exccpt illusim; a dep
social arxd ecctnomic crisis; ard
an appaEntry we[-funded car::-
paign for thp extension oftbe n:ii- t

itary pre.sidwy.
Projectiom ad predictims ra -1

ttre fare of frc transition shoul: oe
worked out &orn the rrotioa a.r:;
the dialecticd relationships of
tLese elemeats and &e forces op

'potiog the, tsut "t 
q'g alo rhis

we should cver lose sight of
what shculd be our minimurE
suategic objec*:e DBdy, to s
off military n*s this year and si-
multaneousty compel whatever
regime Eray sllcc€sd it to acccpt
that it is, at best, an inrerim ad-
mirustratic,o-

Th ryeculalion bocreve.
ud;s iuH bembgquaatiim,"

obligation
in my;,viEw

on all'of us'

sition to
damt8r dmeby,&isuar-
oun nmicnnal exstsncp and

urf,Ei-

reEuulls,
srroryer,

destiny for
Thffe is,

that rh

th* ths Asembly B,iit be called
ePsrriicrb tlp@ at a critigal mgwrit (but be-
to €estrE fcre August n, $93) to, erdlxse

the appointrnent of an Interim ksi-
denl qr the exte.utioa of Ge,neral

be done by mirtimising tb danaage
either tkorigh eriti:cal gticipuio
in the ransitim pcilitics cr tbrotigh
systematic and riguous ideological

..,.--.-*h(qrm fcr qiticim cf ths
tion programma

developrreut is rwersibtre., Thii crr Baburgida's preside.ncy,
on circrrmstances. This

dependirS
sp€culaticE

is so'engthemed by tlE simlatd
power struggle betwem the S€eate

criticism, or bs{b- This colurln is a ard the Huuse of Reprweotatives -tbe two chamben of ihe Nadaal
Assmbly -of the Seirate

ad tbe pres€atati€n
as 'confrmtatimal'

and the house as "cecpcririve".
Tk ruling by the Clerk of the

Nrti@8l Asscmbly that the two
cratic rule. Sincc we have learnt cbambers are egual in stans is sus-

through e:4erietce, $61 this p- pected to have prepared the grord
fq the House of Represmtatives -which habours &s ev61'-y[glming
majcicy of tbe mmbers of tbe As-
sembly - to be used ar the critical

howtounder- m@ot if the ScnaEe contiares\ft l' taki:ng place. This is' stand the course of the transitioa with its corfrontatim- The presen-
and determine its poslbla far. tatim of the Budget Specch to tk

Hsrse alone was a rchearsal of the

By &e sc@ transi:io*, I mca
t}te process wi:ish *artcd on Jmt-
yry ?- 1993, the date previous$
fixed for the inalrgrnuioa of dcm+'

gime takes no step and sets up no-
body in vai4 it is firsnecasslry to
examine the instrnrtional &ame-
work within wfich the ransitim is

Whan the National Assembly was
being inaugurated on December 5, acicipated strategic mve.

Tk establishmenr of tk Natimal
De"fence and Security Council ($D-
SC) in p[ace of the Arm€d Fcrces
Ruliag Council (AFRC) orq Jailury

fora ? was pr€s€$ed asa
firll restoratien of civil m Jas- xnovement towards rtiaaal

officially
a corstit

:oary 2, 1993. But, as it has now democratic rule, that is, a step in the

/


