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viction l.hal. l.lr' 2(x)'/ goneral election was
delibenrl.r:lv li1,,1it'rl lr.y thcr nrling party,
deploying llrr' lrrwtr"; ol slittc institutions
anil agent:its; llrr llrll llr;rl wlr,'r'cver, follow-
ing a suctx:sslirl r:lurll'rrp' ol'au election
result by opposit ior r ; rtrl its, t l x: t{ection hi-
bunalharl ortlcrtr I ;t ttt'w cltr:l.itttr, the ruling
partyhad won willt irtlr':t:rrl nutrginsl lhe
crisis in the oplrrsilrorr All Nigtli:r Pcople's
ParW (ANPI'); llr(' :rll('tul,l trr [irrrn (or
rather, the 1,tr,1t:t1',rrtt,l;t :rlxllt) a

Govemment ol'Nrrl.iorrir.l I tuity (iNt)); lhe
"death', whiclr o('tt trtlr l l,,r r1' ;r11t. r,l ol rposi-
tion parties in Inrury slirl lr; r'onl rr rllu I by ilre
rrrlingparty; etc.

Let us now tit.lit'lt ckrsrt ltxrk at
the one-party threat, .ul(l
1,,,;hat real dangers tlris t
with it, and hence il'tlrc
mobilised against it. liir'.sl, sornc r:Luifica-
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rfgll,l slxr'he ol'orrt';xrrly st:tlt is ltt'rc,
.f,irg:r.irr- Iu [lr trrttLtltnprr':u'y ltis[oty of

Nigetirr, tlris slxtl tr' ;tplr'ltts rrlh't' a gener-
zrl tlct'tiorr. Mv tuosl vivitl recollection is
tle 1979 gtrr,'ill eleclion wlich tshered in
the Scconrl ltepublic (t979-r9as), afl€r a
r3-vezu' militarv rule, The election was
co;duded in iunrst 1979; and the legal
challenee. throueh the oresidential elec-
tion triBriaal, to-Alhaif Shehu Shagari's
elecrion on the olatform of the National
Party of Nigeria (NPITI), was ilismissed the
following month. Shagari was inaugurated
on october 1, 1979.

Exactly five wceks inl"o [hc
St.corrd Rcprrlilir:, in tlrt' Novt'tttlr('r'4,, l!)71,
issrrc of lltc .{rltrla.t 'l\'ilnnl llrlt' lhi
Solinin uratle tho lirlkrwing ptetlicl.itxt irt
his cr.rlurnn: "11'this gtlvtrt'ttttrt'ttt lasLs litttr
yeal^\i, thc (bnr'-ycar oltl NI'N will lurvt'
bcen furnly planted as Grrvcuttrrtlttl l'rttlv
everywhele, and the UPN, thc GM'l', llx'
NPP and the PRP will lrave been &aincd

The spectre e:pfl,rty state
should normallybe

Of the 19 states into which the
assessed,

krr rr kru:it:s Llrrrl. ir r tr r xr liit t cly cnrerged, Now,

2008.
As President Urna.ru Musa

Il.y lftlwin Madunagu parties, but only olre l)ilr1y, t.lu' rrrling party,
ieally exists. That is tJrc li:irl irr Nigt:riiq I
believe.

pzuty slirll is ;r1',:rirr g:rllrtt'itrg momentuln.
the irrrlir';rlor:, rrrl r,:tirl kr irrchlde: the con-

ern and conl"ernpurary. In the pas! ttretansi-
tion was achievcd t^hr<lugh armed popular
uprisings; now, it is tluotrgh popular upris-
irigs, foliowed by elecrions; or even through
elections alone, but preceded by rnrcs mobil-
isation. What happri^ a-fter vict..,ry is anoth-
er matter entirely. It is however irnpoflant to
distinzuish beh,vcen'home-growf' popular
mobilfuations and mobilisations promoted by
imperialism - feeding on the misay, poverty,
altl cthnic and religi-ous divisiors among the
1rcople, as well as despotic governance and
r rrirnilive vanutraldism.' lrr"Nigeria, the "r'aw materials" for
an arrtheltic movement ibr change are in
existence, and others can develop. There are
more tlran sO registered political pa:'fies;
there are hundredsbf non.registered political
and socio-political groups, there is a huge'labour movement; there is a large student
movement; tlere are hundreds of profession-
aI groupings; there a:e large soCio-cultr-ual
groupsf tlrere is a large comrmrnily of civil
sueic'W organisations ; thclc arc inclea:singly
asscrlivc wornen's rlovementsl ilrere ale crit-
itil'l lc'ligiorrs gloulls. Beyond these there are
ueus ol'thouszurd ol'ulraffiliated Nigerian pro-
gressives. From all these fbrrnations can
emerqe ar arrthentic tnovement fol'chanqe." lshouldnotbeconstruedasadvo-
cating a mechalical merger of all thesc
groups. Tirat will be impossible even if it is
iiesiiable. Bu[ it is not desilable - for sonrc of
these groups, as they stand today, are wome
than the political forces that are to be sup-
plantcd. What I tnt:an is tJrat hotn the groups
lisred alrovc lhert: t'arr cmet'ge an atrthentic
rnoverncnl ('or chiurgc. Wirh that emergertce
the f'errl ol'tic onc-party state will yeld place
{br tnUrs orr stnrl.cgies and tactics for clta:lge'
Anrl tlc 197.9 orediction of Thi Sola:in -
dcvoid of his o'essirnism but imbued with
opt-irnisrn - *iI co*e hue. Until then, lhere
will alwavs be the dueat of one-pafly stat€.
1'his threat will remaitr, sometfunes receding
and sometimes surging forward, until the
radica.l learr advocated above takes place. or
until som6thing wotse than the oue-party
state happens to Nigeria - whichever comes
first

counrry was then constihrEd, the UPN was
in confrol offive contiguous sLates stretching
from Lagos to tlre River Nigcr. It also consri-
tuted a-solid opposition in the National
Assembly. Its lcadership w.ts vcry strong' Yet
Solarin, who cannol ln sairl to be tivolous,
was predicuing thal, l.his political maching
alxrg wilh otk:r' r4rposition pzuties, would be
"rllairrrrl to ;r.lrrrilrilrrliorr" in four years.
Sol:rl'in lr;r.srrl lris pnrlicliort tn his sfudy of
l.lu: trxxkrt:l o[ tlx: t:krtiott, the results andthe

The second cla.rilication relntes
to tlre distinction between aul.lxrilarint
state and totalitarian state. Whcn the
"internatiirnal community'' is accused of
being selective in ie opposition to "dictator'-
shipl it replies that it opposes totalit^arian
states but-tries to persuade and dialogue
with authoritarian ones. An authoritarian
state is a state with a single source ofpower,
a "strond'state. whereas atotalitaxian state
is one wfiere, irrespective of whether there
is a singfe sott'ce of power or multiple
sourecs, 

-the 
state conuols, or tends to con-

trol, a]l aspects of life in the polity. What is
feared in Nigeria is tle ertrergence, not ola
totalitarian state (tlris is sinrply inconceiv-
able - in the sholt mn;, but of an iruthoti-
tarian state. It is feared that a de-f.trtor one-

il:t.his prrrlir:l.iorr rrrrrk I Ix: nrircle in f979 when
llrt: oplxrsil.ion wir.s vcry slt orrg clectorally and
t:xll'irtltxtrrilly, ltttw rtttu:lt nrole in 2OO8?

I I istoly ; l ovrr l' I ir.i Solalin right in
solllc ltslxr:l-.i, ;urrl wtottg itt other respects.
'llx.r filrr: op;xrsilion prrrlils, including the
UP\ wuc iurltrrI "rIt'l.irrrrI to t.nnililatiori',
tluouglt blil x'r'v, itt t il t ri, lrt I iot r, ; ,rt I runitgc, vio-
lence, c[c. lltrl tlrcn' w;1, rro "litv,rltttionaty
Party" in the senso ol 'lhi Sol;tritt - although l
can say that thele wt:t't' nlov('s lo establish
such aparty at the tiux: ol l lx' | )crr:nrber 1983
military coup de'tat. I'lvt'rr il tIx''\u,nlution-
arv oartv" had ct,l) t(' it r I ( ) r'x isl lt ttl I n'lole dre
miliiary"coup, il worrkl trrrl lr;tvt lxtrr rrble [o
engage the mling Nt'N in ;rrt tlctt.ion. 'l-he
NPNwas in charge o1'tlu: r;cr:ulily ;utcl elec-
toral agencies. Tilc cr )t t lir )t t t;t l ir )r l I r :l wttt t thc
NPN and lhe "revolttliort;rr'y 1rt.t1y" worrJd
have taken placc orr rutolltr:i, [lrt ilclirtitely
non-electoral, plirdbnn.

All this is nr-rw ltisloty; lnrt I shiill
be returningto it. Wltill wc l:itlic awir)/ [in' now
is Thi Solarin's eally insightr a:trl his articula-

to annihilation, both in membership - it is
already starting - and in morale. The 1983
election woul{ therefore, be bebween the
NPN and the Revolutionary Party whch,
have shrdied how the NPN came to power,
knows exartly what to do !o supplant the
NPN for the plesidelrcy. There would then
he a cnnfirsion on [hc nabiona] rn{t. Theu a
splash.
sharks.

arnons the
peopl"e, will

tions. A ondparty slalt t it.tt lr
de-lue olboth. A de-ful',,rt,'
one thal is decreed by li;rl ,,r'l
ttrtion. Before we shout. llr;rt llr

Then comrnobion
And we, the common

have as victims, paid the supreme sacri-
flceri

In that article titled 'IIe Stolen

srr: lrow lt:al it is, party state logically evolves inuo an arrthofi-
lvr,r rl rrir.lilv r:a.n'ies
rurtiorr sliould be

taxian state.
My cenhal proposition in this

artide is that the tendencv towards a one-
Dartv state is not the problem with Niseria.
the"problem with Niieria is the slow d-evel-
oorn?nt of an authentic movement for real
charge. A real change is a people-serving
and oooular chanse. Ifan autltentic move-
*".rtit for that t1p"e of change etnerges all
talk about tle dargers of a one-pa-rty state
becomes idle at best. kt us illusuate with
.iust one example - taken fr'om our colonial
hisUorv" A colonial sLale was iu] authori-

th, tircto, or
l)lrty sta.l€ is

llri: trrrrsti-
ts uIIl)ossl-

)'
lll

Presidency, Tai Solarin a thoroughly
inlbuned "disciole" of Chicf Obafemi
Awolowo, who ha'd challengcd the election
ofShehu Shagari up to ihe Suprerne Cour!
was predicting that his owu palty, the
Unity Party ol'Nigeria (UPN) which
Awolowo led, would die ("draincd to anni-
hilation). It was a bold and unusual, typc
olorediction. The UPNwas. bvthe oIlicial
resilts of the t979 general dlection, the
second largest party in the counby. lt was,
perhaps, the sh ongest pafty - if we apply
other criteria by which polirical parties

bleletru remember tltirt itlrotrl. 2li.yo:lJ s ago,
several states in Aliica w('rc r)tlr'-1,:lrlJ
sLates. Then the secotrrl "witrrl rrl ,'lt:r.rtge'l
the "dernocratic" wind, sttll.t<l lo Llow
across Africa, and the woI'ld. Now, l.lrr' plrt:-
nomenon of dejure one-pltrty slltlr: lt;ts vil -
tually disappezu'ed.' 

If we take alt-rlrg vilw rrl ltislotl',
al'l we c:n sav for now is tlrtl l.ltc rtlrrltr o{'

the one-oalN slate is ittcotttliv;rlrL irr lllr'
near futr]re.it is inarlirLissilrlt' irr llrt ttrw

tion of the tendency towuds l'lre one-parl-y
state and, in his own tipiuion, Lltc tlitnger cf
this tendenry. We rnay takc a 2$-yeiu leap to

tzuian state, In several instances, it was also
:r ole-Dartv s[ate. in a tec]urical serse. In
r"u"ruf iuit rr"o the political forces that
srrDnlmrted the colonial states were native
"oi,ilaws'l In the case of Algeria where the
l,lcuch sLate broke into {'abtions towards

'horld order". What we ale tllen discttssiug

t
is the de-&cto one-Dallv sLate: a siluatiort
where, in practice, oily 6ne party exists zuld
comnetes-wi*r itself for the conhol of state
pow6r. There uray be 5o or 1oo registered

tlre end ofcolonialisn\ outlawed nationalist
There areall lhefactions away.YarAdua's government rnarks its {irst year in

office, the dlscussion on the threat of the one- forces swept
hundreds ofother examples: ancient, mod-
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