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fA"f WO stmies bn the front page of. The

I euoAiarr,tlursdaY. March 4,200,4,

ffiEsted me for an unusually long time'

handful..of their cormtr:imen and womes is
complete; so is the cogrrate picture of u&r
destitution, rampaging poverty, violeat'
crimes, uspeakable insecurity, olblood md
death everywhere.

And Osrmdare continued: 'Dear President,
Thc sories, the filst a calamify; the second
alaoeqtadon, made an instant'and shatter-

ing impact on my emodons.
The reason might be that they were ap-

pearing on lhe same page or that I was also

readlng between the lines. I heard nryself
asking the desperate question: What ex-
actly can we do to halt this descent to the
unknown? The first story was titled "Gun-
men attack Akume's convoY. kill PDP

Chief, Agom", while the second carried the
caption 'Enahoro, Soyinla form a 3loup to
check misrule". We stan with the Match 4
calamity and end witlr Wole Soyinka's-
lamentation.

Governor Ceorge Akume of Benue State,
a member of the ruling People's Demo-
cratic Parth (PDP), was travelling fron: his

headquarters in Makrndi to Abuja on
Wednesday. March 3,20021, when his con-
voy of cars was attacked by "suspected
bandits'' along the Lafia-Akwaaga road in
the neighbouring Nasarawa Sute. In Niger-
ia. a bandit is an armed robber. The dme of
auack was given as 7.15 a.m; that is, broad
dayiight.

The mad is a major one, leading to the
nationt capital. The governot's mission'
was nto attend a meeting at the Presidency"
according ro Thz Guur'dian repon, or "to
attecd a PDP meeting",aecording to anoth-
er. The attack ciaimed rwolives: Chief An-
drew Agom, afcrmer Managing Director
of tle Nigeria Airways and a member of
PDFs Board .of Trustees; and Sergeant
Joseph Ngam, the governot's police guard.
Some other people in the governoCs entou-
rztge rsus'lair,ad "r'awing degrees of u'ound".
T'hc Gaardion'repo*ed, that "Governor
Alume, who was in the samecar with Ag-
om; escaped death by the whiskers','but
elsdwhere in,.lie report the ,paper. quoted
the,Chief.Press .Secret4ry to rthe govemor
a.s 'sal,ing that 'Agom and &e'.police or-
dedy,.who :wer: in ire. rsctjrt' :.ar we : -

klred in the shooting spree". By Fdwin Madunagq
-lriy 

qr"rti"-l, nere'.ly hc callerl trivial or premises, went smighr to t}eir v-ictim,s
immaterial. Yet they are-cntcial if we rnust . tedroom and shot hii. They knew where
u:rderstan! the types. of forms 9f ,",r:g tt. trrg"t was, and his poiiie guard could
"banditry" now.ravaging thc country. lieir nor neip him. The poliie immEdiarely an-
motivations and primary EggF: tld.T; oou,r""t ti," arrest'of three suspects, in-
yond that, their perpetrarorr: ]l ls:.T..T: ctrJing a t"aaing n:ember of the people's
the governor's police.orderly.w:"^,:,ltT:: U"*#rati. p^d pDp). A few days darti-
in the escort car, it follows thal eitht'r the :-'.'-.'..-.---.-
sovemor. Agom and p-,1 i.. J'::;;","#'; il;,'J;iffi*:;Tj'ff:: il H: HL'J
one car, and the bandlLs kllled Al]')m ano

the poiice orderly. with tire i'-I"---'l- ^^-": similarlv killed' About for.rr weeks earlier'

i;i :l;,i ;uy tnt *ii,x.piliilfit -:E !:,itsffilii1ffi,f ;ffi,i;!3;l1ffi'h
lilJ"Lti'#il""'Jtil3.iT*il:':'i['"*-€l:ljn:1,:mgtmyll*g*-;
cars, A newsmagazine later
the former was rhe case. Brr;;';..il;; "armed robbers', a few kilometres from

;hr*;;"ry"*, irctuaing il;;b",;;;: A'.3!," :!'d 9f Delta state' Like Agom'

tr,"-inrirti["toi -a tr,"'por,t"ri"ur,oriJ DHFiit-:"hs'w-aytoaTefilB' :^^
;;, i;;;&i;,'p,;i; thi; ;;;r*matir:r, U 9y:4*r or suadav' March 7'2004

does not settle the matter. carried, on its ftont page, a slofy: Kalu on

Mv sccond problem is this The ,rfqck Death Thrcat Enough is.Eno:rgh' It qras a

O.f'pl^* ir t'."a aiytigtrt along a major fp.tt,9l an _intersiew with Govemor Orjr

;;.'G;r;;;ormity'trau"l in- conv6ys IJqt K4.' of Abia State the previose day'

*iO rii",ir Ui*irg. fn"" "bandits', we're ln that intereiew the governor informed the

lft;iy to have knofi har they were attack- natio-n of a leter he recently wrote to !!e
ioft6"*nuoyof abigperson.Didtbecon- Frqsident oJ the Federal Republic of-Ni-- 
"o] ^o 

inro'tbe armff robbcrs rnbo were geria co'lplaidng tb1 the Chairman_of.the

o#rarinc in the arca or was tl.le attack a Board of Trustees of tbe ruling PDP. had
pianned"ambush? If the laner, what.uas thc threatened to eliminare him lthe govemor)

motive: robbe;y..or assrssination? Again, if the same,wal Chief Bgla Ige' 
-a 

former
the latrer, wbo-was the target, or who were F-ederal Ministbr of Justice ryas elimitrated
the targets? Since the Agom tragedy, sev- over tlree yean'ago. The governdr cited
eral otler, 'even more bizarre higharofile his deputy as a witness to the open terbal
killings have taken plac€ in the landl'Thcrc threat. In t}re same interview 'Governor
have"also been allegrtions of highprolile Kalu said tlat Dik;bo had complain'ed of
threats of assassination. F-ach raises sintilar thrcals to his life three dalrs before he
questions. . (Dikibo) was ki-lled. 'lhe PDP leailership,

Ar j.UJ a.m. ou Suuday. March.| 2001, oi which iiru go;Ji;cr i{as rrprrcs.rC:o L; n

barely four days after the nrurder'of An- member, immediately denied the gover-
drew- Agom, ihe Chairrnan of the Kogi nols allegations. The gouernor, ii tutn,
State lndependent Electoral Ccn:mission, deuounced the PDP's denial, and raiscd a
Chief Philip Olorunipa, was shot ilead_in general alarm ofthe existence, in the coun-

. his bedroom by ''suspected assassirE". 'I'he Iry, of a murderous gaflg.
report said.tha't the killers, on entering the 'The Abia State 

-Dei.cu Govemor first

how many more rioB, how maoy rme
.corpses, do you need to s€e in the streets
befure you l:now that your social and eco-
nomic "policies* are killing rhe people you
vowed to potect? Deregulation. Monetisa-
tion. kivatisation. Why is your emphasis al-
ways on price increas€ than the efficient nm-
ning of Nigeria's refineries? Concerning pri-
vatisation, who stands to profit by the sale ol
our major national holdings if not the al-
ready rich ard their iiends ant! associa.tes?
How c:an the so mary Nigerians perishi*g
from today's pain become the inheritors of
tomorrow's gain?'.

As I said.earlier, sorne prominent Nig€ri-
ars, including Cbief Anthony Enaboro acd
Professor Wole Soyinka,'were Eported to
have formed a group 'to save Nigeria fum
sliding into civiliafl dictatoabip md rc-
party statei. At a press confercnce iu I-rgps
on March 3, 2004, Soyinka, on behalf of tb
group, Citizeo Forum, denounced tltc 'in-
creased intolerance of dissent, a cofieq*
for constitutiooal Focedures, abuse of p+
lice powers, a flagraot debasement cf tbe
eiectoral pfi)cess, cynical manipulatioo of
tlre judiciary, learting ro a loss of public cu-
ficletce, an on-goiog agenda for tire destnrc-
tion of iltellectual iastiartions, ttre us$pa-
tion ofpopular will by'Mafroso coospiracies,

',arropant imenritivity to mass ecooomic real-
ities, erosion of checks and baiances..en-
trenched ih &e separation of:powersl.,

: He then macle an irrdirect ca[:-Tkrespedve
of ideological leanings r,r party allegieDc€s,
a1l mamre citizeos . ryith a sense of civic

confirmed his part of tbe sory but later re-
pudiated it - afl"er holdiog some rneetings
with soroe irighly placed people in Abuja.
As the conroversy $ged, the federal eu-
thorities withdraw the business licenses oi
Govemor Kalu. About the same time, tbe
Deputy Governor released the content of the
memorandum he sent to the governoron the
"death threat". The document did rrot fiien-
tion "threat'- We shali hear and see more.
ln a two-part article, alother letter to Pres-

ident Obasanjo The Guardian, February 24
aotd 25,2ff)4, Professor Niyi Osundare told
the president: 'In the reckoning of most Ni-
gerians, you are the most arrogad;most in-
sensitive. most callous, and most self-
righteous and hypocritical ruler that this un-
fortunate country has ever been saddled
with in its hapless saga oi misrule'.

He then illusu'ated: 'You met a lire of
petrol selling for N2i; it now goes for a
whooping N42 in a few places and.twice as
much in many others. As if this was not
enough you topped it all with a Nl50 lev,v
misnamed "fuel rax"- Three tuben of
medium-size yam costing N80.00 when you
assumed office in 1999 now costs N3(n.00;
a bag of rice which was N3200n0 then
now costs N4,80O.(0: a bag of cernent was
N550.00 in 1999; now it goes for
Nr,000.00". . ' ''

Erubom Ba'ssey Ekpo Bassey cornple-

-tlrented the list: " Iransparency International
has moved us from the disgracefirl'position
of tire 2?th most coflupt coulrtr.v in the
world under Abacha to No.2 underObasan-
jo; the World Health Organisation says our
healthcare system is the wo$t but one in the
'' ,:ire worlC; as l.INl)P insisis. rvh";reas a

whopping 485 per cert"of Nigeriars,lived
nniler poverty line in I98, Chief Obasanjo

'quickly achieved rhe higher figure qt 7O per
cent in 2001".

sasiey lamentea: "Trxlay. the picmre of
pillage aod ptunder of the.vast m4iority by a

worth must surely feel demeaaed ff, at &
very least, concerned by the predator men-
raliry thhr rn$,rrvadqs all tii't of govern-
ancel. :

These reports, taken togeltrer, preseat e
,:.very grim pictur.e of our,cotmky; and.eerti-

tute one of lhe most velemeril denunciatioas
, of the present regirm,I have,sofar seen. fU
. guestion iq What exactl} can we a.oZ, 

.


