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The tho ts of Olu FalaeCtief Olu Falaes compatriots, namely,
that Fale.is.oot'a'dpeocra, but rather a
'^iti r.ytpoUg,&1. Itornd thc comment
offensivolicizuse itff-tntrue. It is an em-

I asked lhe questioa hi rr,as Gencral Ba- '

baqtda able to ,ttract to himself, many
'brilliant and progressive public frgrues in

a ollc

cian, Chief Falae, like his accuser, can be
criticised on meny grounds. But the

is scandalously un-

T HE
rcocntly

tioq thiO
mellse
mcrous battles
lcagues in thc
course of
ooe of
private
and camc upon
modcsty. I cited

although Falae, among
some insights in his arti- strong, form a ring Abiola's Ikeja

residence, and there declare him president.

every opporonity to restae his conl,ictions,
clarify his earlier pbcitionq.Esponid to ob-
'jections, and advance his.general ideas on
the question. He believes that tbe geopoliti-
cal restructuring of Nigeria 

- 
to make it a

'tue' federation - is imperative, and, in
atry cane, inevitable; so is the convening of
a Sovereign National Conference (SNC) as
a road to it. Falae tries to avoid the use of

create a nation out of what hrgard Ert to-
gaher. The perfidy of Nigcda's modem
poly.cr-blocs and iatcrnal coloniscrs not-..
withsanding, the process has becn going on-..

- for almost a cenury. We are d€finitely Dot
going back to where Lugard 'fouud.us. This "
is practically impossible. Even if it is possi-
ble, the move would be strongly opposed by

. specifically Nigerian social fotces.that have

. been produced and reproduced - fortu-

party"
bilise the masses, perhaps

amund

Irt General Babangida roll
our heads. Few participants,

quent tribulations under
Abacha. I have followed

. ByTdwin Madunagu
tioi- And this was supported by the ithird

will answer that question My position was that we should mo-barrassiog act of reductionism to const$e
support for General lb,rahim Babangida's
alleged presidential aiirbition as support

Nigeria? Histmy
conclusively -others, has given
cles, press

My next

two million-

for militarism or military nrle; or worst
still to construe 'it'as opposition to
'Yoruba interest'. As a Nigerian politi- was at a seminar on the Strucnral Adjust-

ment Programme (SAP) held at the Uni-
versity ofl-agos in the late 1980s. His bril-
liance, conviction and lucidity, and above

statemeDts and interviews.
encoutrter with Chief Olu Falae

at the

his tanks over
in my reckon-

ing, received
of them was
jouroed soon
now say if the
but I followed

caucus was ever reconvened
Chief Falae's consistent op-

position to the amulment, and his conse-

my suggestion warnrly. One
Olu Falae. The meeting ad-
after this proposal. I cannot

abusive or he is
responding
view under review, he said: "I don't

ilter-
know

strong language even when
, to abuses. In the particular

nately or unfortunately - in this century-
long process.

My position on the question of geopoliti-
cal reshicturing of Nigeria can be re-
formulated as follows: The present political
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Akure-born technocrat and politician - this. But then he went on to say that he
drawing on my enqorrpters with, him. would still have been a SAP-man even if

I enjoy reading Chief Olu Falae: for his he was not in govemment. He had, by
accesiibility add tucidity and for his pro- then, moved from the Presidency (as Sec-
gressive, though bourgeois or capitalist- retary) to become the Minister of Finance.
oriented .ideas..Ttre {umer attribute en- My subject was out of office when I en-

charge of his. accuser
true. I have however, decided to sidetrack all, his humility , moderated my combative-
the charge and d6r an overview on the ness. He was a 'SAP-man': he admised

hances the latter, for an idea can be pro- countexed him ag2ia. The ban on open po-
first litical activities had'been lifted and Falaegressive, but unnecessarily tedious.

Falae in January 1986
I

eocountered ln an
official letter he wrote to me in January

was contemplathg vying for the presiden-
cy. On this occxion, I accompanied one of

1986 communicating my appointurent into
the Political Burcau. He was then Secre-

my friends on a visit to discuss the ques-

what you can do in the Niger Delta so that stnrctwe can no longer sustain a meaning-
there will be tranquility; I don't know what ful, much less popular, or progressive, so-
you would do in the minority areas to make cial development. It can no longer sustain
them feel they are having a fair handshake, national unity. Put differently, the present
if you do not restructue the polirr-'. political structure has become "fetters'
It was a maximum statemenl but rendered upon economic and social development, na-

simply. Perhaps. because.Falae is a Chris- titnd unitv and radical reductiori - if not
tian, this statement reminded g1"f-o.lg of erminatioi - of exploitation and domina-
my favourite passagep !n -t!e Holy Bible: I tion in Niseria- The itructure , therefore, has
Corinthians, Chapter 13. Hgre* thr. ouqf $e to give wa! and be replaced by a new struc-
medium of a lener, Apostle P-aul. tgld F9 tG *ithiri which developmeirt, democrati- .:..new christian converts o[ 9onrt :th1! sad;, una tr," struggle iior national unity
wh,rever they might aS h $ly missionary 

"u" 
.-d"tirr". This iI| pilar of a scientifitworh whatever they might t ,f :: p: q? ;;6ii-Jn of history,.which Karl Marx

pegPle, if they had no l9Y9: they.would 
""""i""r".ar".-"rationin 1g59.

achieve norhing, .and w-ould^themsc["^:X " M-;r"*rnr"*a ,n;, the development ofnothing' You don't need to be a christian to rrr. Joi#ii"too berween the forccs of pro-
appreciate the profoundity ot tiat srmDle ;'- .-."---'
statement and Chief F"I*,r"i;il;",I;: dr.rction andthe leftiqns of.produgtiog--
conscious) adaotation of its fan*suasT.-H; uP F the point-of the latrer becomEg 'tet-
f 
"Sr..**iihffi 

*;;i;[.*"--' "-'- tE:rs" upon the development of thc fo-rmer 
-. Bur Olu Falae went on:'[.ord t,sard. -is-asiqnal.o.f tbeotjry$vegSdof arevo.

*h";-"8 -"r"d *i-i*"t vlOia;;i;"] Iutiron.I^wish to underlire this point Even
. r,rtt Vou inA ," U.for" fJtla * -a [" if 

" 
left-wing revo-lutionary goveltrDqnt

nevei pretenaca mt m Aia a pe.fect iob com l,o poweri.or office in th€ Agllnts}r to-
Wny siroutO it bc beyond us to iir arodd a day, one oJ its immediaie acts.yr{ b" th.
tabli and re-arranee h.$em. such that who- anmuDcement of a process leading to geo-
eVer.is in Nisefia-would fei haioov to be a political restructuring and what.has been
.Nirpiian?'Eere, I have a r66[em- 14y called"truefederalism'.Noprogresscanbe
concnt is that as some Nigerians havb ;",te in any direction unless and until this

. qrinteine4 Lnrd Lugard did not rct out to question is radically addrcssed,You cannot,
build a nation. He created a colony and undcr the guise of revolutioinism supprcss
calhd it Nigcria 'It was the natiooalists h or &flect a democratic question which his-
thar coloay who itritiated tbe stnrggle to tory has dcfinitively tluown up.

date. But I have not met him or
with him since that Jtlrre 12 meeting.

TIU Guardian on

General Sani
his politics to

had contact

Sunday, August 29,
magazine section, an2004, carried in ils

attributcs I had associated with hirn The
meeting was fruitfuL politically; but this is

tion. I was always accourpanying people,
you may say. Well, you are right; but no
comments. Here, agaia, he confirmcd the

extensive (four page) intewiew with Chief
Olu Falae. The rnagazbe was titled "This
Government is Deaf'. The editors pre-
sented the interview in several sections
with dked and reconstructed quotes from
Falae serving as captions: "We cannot sur-
vive without restructuring"i "These refomrs

'why'[ sec-
sub-sections,

a particular idea- I re-
and, therefore, 23

he wrote a sec- notrelcvanthere.
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The in-
calm- terview is an appropriate intrciduction to, or

summuy of, wtat I may call "The thoughts
of Olu Falac".

Ccopotiticat rcsEuctudng is a recurrent
subjecf in Falae's intcrviews. He utilisessuggcs-


