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T recall, once again, to the fresh
,r I- voice which Chief Anthony Ena-
I ho.o broughr home with him to the
' present political debate in Nigeria. Be-

fore the veteran nationalist's return, the
debate was becoming a dialogue of the
deaf; as I had lametrted. Enahoro's re-
turn helped to rescue it from that frus-
trating stale. For a. re-statement and
summary of Enahoro's views on what

, , ,. ..lvp may now call the question of de-
f. .,: : i: ittbcracy an-d political resrtucturing in' i .,,. Nigerici,I refer the reader to his inter-

. , : ,,, ..., Yiew .with The Gunrdian newspaper
' ' ., just before he left tlre United States of' America for home, (The Guardian,

April 11,2000). The same issue of the
.r . -newspaper carried the reports of his ar-' , rival in Lagos the previous day. Read-

ing through the interview and the re-
ports is like surveying the universe of

, democracy.
We start with samples of Enahoro's

freshness. We have a general idea of
- the old fighter's proposition on political

restructuring along ethnic or nationality
lines. First, asked by the interviewer
whether his proposition on this broad
theme does not amount to a support for
confederation, Enahoro replied by
means of general advice: leave names

' (of structures) alone and concentrate on
content; when an agreement has been
re.ched, political scientists can then
find a name for the structure agreed up
on. Secondly, the chief elaborated on
the'idea of equttocracy. This is not a

{ new idea. It is central to leftist concep-i tion of democracy. Enahoro only re-
vived it and gave it a new name and

, concrete illustrations. In particular, he

; demonstrated how relevant it is in his' perception of the Nigerian situation.
Equitocracy, in the limited sense in
which Enahoro used the term, is a state-
ment that electoral democracy is not
simply a question of "one-citizen-one
vote," that is, the political equality of

The universe Gf democr&cy
Hx"il?,H:JTf lf, "i:i:fl ?K[;,,'j:;national polity such as N

are spheres of national relationships ganisesuchagatheringforthem. politicalculrure.
where the basic human unit or aggre- " kstly, CtriEf nnaniro reminded, or ' Nigeria,s ..political class," that is, the
gate i.s not the individual but the. na- rarher ;dvised Nigerians thar rhe coun- groui of profissional politicians ara po-
tionality; that is, where all natior:alities ry has not arrivei at democracy. But I f,tical ofiice-holders, 'are incapable' of
are-equal, have equal rights and powers see thir us an understatement. My opin- surveying the univerie of democracy, or
and are treated equally - whether their ion, which I believe reflects the'faci, is going inio concrete details when speak-
sizes and levels of development. I thaiNigeriaisnotjustademocracy;ihe Ing ibout democracy, "true federalisrn,"
agiee completely, but would add that pr;;;"i%iilof prtressionJl"riii"iirr r"iorr"" conrrol, pa"ncipte of derivation,
the concept ought to be extended to ind political .leaders is not democratic restructuring and iovereign national con-
other spheres so that we have, for in- in beliefs and attirudes and-is not be- ference, etcl because tley are not demo-
stance, gender equitoclacy, class equi- coming democratic. To put the matter crats in any deep sense and do not believe
tocracy, religious equitocracy, genera- differe-ntly, the countryls democratic in democrircy as a mode of social devel-
tior-ral equitocracy, etc. culture ijitill very lowrand the institu- gpment. Eaahoro is challenging his polit--

lhirdly, Enahoro re-stated the simple tional foundationj for democracy have iCal associates to debate the universe of
andelementaryd"-ry99.-uJi.principle.- not'6gen laid. If I am challenged to democracy, thatis, to debate concretely 

.but a printiple which Nigeria': politi- make a substantiation, I woulfi cite, what they mean by democracy, seculari-
cal class is yet to imbibe - that it is hrst, the content and form of the vari- ty,federalism,truefederalism,fiscalfed-
not the business_.of government to- ous disagreements, since the return to . eralism, confederalism, union offedera-
form, register or__limit the number of civil ruli between the presidency and tio_ns,fede-rationoffederations,c-onfeder-
politicalparties. He-wondered how the the Nationat Assembly; befweeir the ation-of_federations, etc._I shall confine
politicians in Abdulsalami. Abubakar's chief executives and the legislatures at myself. here to general, but provisional,
transjtion-programme, including_many the state level; and betwee; the chair- propositions..
of his political associates, could have persons and councillors at local govem- .In considering "forms of political_ asso-
accepted the parry registration condi- ment level. The issue is not thit these ciation," as our politicians now put it, it is
tion. Fourtly, he qimpl,ifre! the qauestion disagreements arose but that the way more practical to stalt with federalism
before-a-Sovereign National. Confer- the/were prosecuted was thoroughly and see how,concreteiy unitarism on the
ence (SNC) to that of deciding what und"or*ruti. and backward. I w5uli one hand and confederation on the other
the nationalities can do separately and also cite the Drosecution of the Senator hand, deviate from it. In this regard it will
yhat tf_rey can, and should, do^together. Waku affair;'ttre Stari iiuit *;r' ;il be helpttl to.recallK.C. Wheare's princi-
Providing an insight he said, for exam- S.nuto, 7l|Lu, Nzeribe impeachment ple of_federalism:"What is necessary for
ple, that it is not.the. business. of .some ion,.O,. Wh"n"u". u ai*g.d";";i ip- the federal principle is not merely that the
govemment institution. at Abuja or r;;;u. "a;r"ocratic" pfiiticians aid Federal Government, like the_state gov-
iome other remote administrativa cen- iif.r, tf"o* orerboard the few ..demo- emment. should operate directly upon the
tre to decide who should be the tradi- 

"iuii." 
p."t"n."s they carry about and people, but further that each level of gov-

tional ruler of Uromi. Enahoro called 
"p.riy 

'.-L*.e political babarity and ernment should be limited to its own
on the Nigerian nationalities, politicat #.;ir; S;, a iligerian politician is fplere and, within that sphere, should be
g.oups uni'individuals to commence a democratic when everything is alright independent ofthe other level.
debaie on the content of political re- ;;';'hi;;.;"rfavour.Thedestrucrion From this g.eneral principle emerges
structuring and the sovereign.national 

"iiit " 
,"*, .i Odi in Bayelsa State, the *f: .:"::c^,"^9lff""::.^._.,0"t*"en feder-

conferenc-e where the issue will be dis- ;;i;;;;i;'"f coloniaiist policy to- alism on the one hand and unitarism and

cussed.Hemindlyrebukedrhoseadvo- ;;;;;;'og"ni people, the different confederaiism, on the other. In the first
cates of a sov".eign conference who 

"iriira"r'i"i,i.as 
the various political place-, a..federal government acts on the

are waiting on thJgovemment to or- blocs. the invasion of media houses and people directly; but a confederal govem-

e

ment acts on the

mentarianism
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comparable to the present state govern-
ment in power and functions; the princi
ple of derivation in revenue allocation


