
-...-a ^,rrl? ffif Pacc t5 "

----

2005

regcarch

of Scimc. lt was also
(1Yl7-l9Ef) rhx I camc

I now
bo*s o tteories of
'bclbvc aadc a sub-
iopact on mc, and

1 
Theories of history reyisited'- 

:

otd. .I- wo-uld jurt havc T;a;{jarnlf By &lWin MadUnagU 9-fbo$o{6em-Y-cs;.dirbctbsiscaralitrmysolfwi6thccmcnt-andhifr.mat- : - Hcgcliaaism and histfiical fiaterialism.
t€r th€re- I *nold also m have forrad any entailcd tb fuitnction ard tranrccndcnce , But l[c gnstio is: Dialccticr (move-
needforftispieceif whatlreccivcdrasa of thc ol4 its pafticular virtucs iDcludc4 mnt)of what?Thanisvhercthcdiffcrence
rcvisionist exercisc, abaadonoent of social progcss has Dot follmrcd a sraigh is, ad it is a fondmsrtd w.
tvtuisq in te mmaar of smc d my litrc, brrt a cmplicated [dr wi6 mary IGrl Mrr's cleacsf stahcd dhb thc-
comads who have srd&Dly scca thc lapses and detours; rcgcss has mingleil cyofhistu-yiscmbodicdinhisprefaceto
"t$th" though tbe 'denerrcy" of tb with progess, ad a certain prie, sorrc- A Cantribvtion to tk Critiqu. d Political
ncw imperiafim, globalistioa, neoliber- times a very heavy me, has 6eeo ertrt€d koeony vnicb hc.\fio{c in 1859. Becausc
alism. pos, dcrtrism and ethnic a*d reli- fc evcry advance: historical progress did of its tremhant coclert, tbe prcface became
gious fudamentalism. o{* cme about trarmoniously or peacefrrl- bettcr known tbaa the mrin booL It is,
What I saw was that the expanded edition Iy, but tbrough wut, struggle, strife and arguably, the mosl quoted and citcd passage

ofKarlMan'sTheoryofHisaryissimul- opposition; humankind, the visible or inMarx'swort,be*tingeventheelectrify-
taneously a critical rc-evaiuation of lbc appareDtmakerofhistory,isamercinsru- ingpassagesintheCommuoistManifesto. I
author's key propositions of Hisarbal mentirttehandsoftheAbsoluteldeathe amsurethatmostMarxists,includingmany
Materialism (Man' Theory of History) motive force of history". acclaimed ones, have not read, tr even
and. ipso facto, a re-evaluation of his own George Novack, an American Marxist seen, the main text of Marx's book, which,
former understaading of &e theory- thinker and writer, illustrated the above itself, is a sort of introduction to Marxi
embodied in the first edition of the book this way: "History is full of irony. Cdpitol, hls major work on Economics, or
published 26 years ago. The result is a Although the Heads of States apply defi- Political Economy, as he preferred to call
stout defence of the &eory against oppo- nite policies, and peoples and individuals &e discipline.
nents and wlgar supporters alike. Put dif- consciously pursue their nwn aims, histor- Following G.A. Cohen. the key pmposi-
ferently, Cohen, in the new edition, ical actuality does not accord with their tionsofhistoricalmaterialismcanbelisted-
defended Marx's theory of history against plan. The course and outcome of history is The fust four are taken together. One: the
opponents by criticising those "support- deterrnined by intemal necessities inde- mode of production of material life condi-
ers" who advertise superficial understand- pendent of the will and consciousness of tions the social, political and intellectual
ing and. mount vulgar defences. He calls any of its institutional or persooal agen- life process rn general. Iwo: It is not the
his method Arwlytical Marxism. That is cies. Humanki-nd proposes, the historical consciousness of human beings that deter-
the essence ofthe book, and that is the rea- necessity of the idea disErses". mines their being, but, on the contrary, their
son for this piece. I think Novack's illustration, together social being determines their conscious-
To appreciate Karl Marx's Theory of Hts- with the propositions of Hegel's ptriloso- ness. Ilrree: No social formation ever per-

tory either in its original edition, s its phyofhistoryoutlinedaboveisafairsum- ishes before all the productive forces for
expanded version, you may need, al least, mary of idealist philosophy of history at which there is room in it have developed.
a summary ofGeoge Hegel's key propo- the Hegelian stege, that is, at. the finest Four: New and higher relations ofproduc-
sitions on history and historical stage of its development. All idealist tionneverappearbefore$rematerialcondi-
"progress". This is so because in Hegel philosophers after Hegel - including the tionsoftheirexistencehavemahredinthe
you find the culmination and finest rcpre- brightest and most famous of them - mere- womb of tlre old society itself.
sentative ofcenhries ofEuropean idealist ly degenerated from the Hegetian beight. I Thclasttwopropositionscanalsobetaken
philosophies of history. AldMou\ tluory doubt if there is today any philosgpher in together. Five: Therefore, humankind
of history is, in a seose, a critiquc of the Hegelian School. always sets itself oaly srrch ta$ks as it can
Hegeliaaism. Now, a student of philosophy, coming in solve;. since "looking al tb€ tuatler morc

We may paraphrase the key propositions contact with historical matcriatisq that is, closely, it will always bc found that the task
of Hegel's (aod Hegelian) philosophy of Marxist theory ofhistory, for tbe fint time, itscf arises only when thc matcrial condi-
hisory as follows: *All forward move- may go away with thc conclusion 6at Karl tions for its solution akeady exist or are at
mcnt il hisrory has boen doublc-edge4 Man's tlwy was a rrcrc dcvehpmcnt af lcast in ttE process of fqmdon". Six:
sincc tbc crcatioo of thc new inescapably llegclianism- sincedialectirxisaitf cq; \Ytcn rclations of prodraion ftom being

catatyllr fu fu rLndpcc d futct d. :
pioertirq bcm rbirttfiErq tcn fu
stage ir rct fc a.social ravoluion to tsalr.
fqmtkcrilrions.: '

Thcsc itE ir€il Mpropoairione. Rcvisit-
ing thco, I scc m pottc,os wit[ thc fril
two..A[d I dm't rhi+ Cd.s har ay r,ob-
lcms witb tbcm eitrer. Ttc probhn iiwi$
tbe last folr a railtet with Se
way Mrxists b.vc t add to intcrpet and
defend them- Cohea raiscd a numbcr-of qres-
tions, and m* sm critical commcng
which t here" t"k" fu lib€rty to praphrase
and simgfify. f,[tl the Russim srialistrcvo-
lution of l9l7 refute any of the forn proposi-
tions, given fher R.6ei4 * the tine oi the
revolutioo, was an underdeveloped capitalist
country wilh room for further development
of capitalism?

Furthermore, in his theses about productive
forces, relations of production, social trans-
formation, etc was Karl Marx referring to
5ingls ssuau'i65 e1 regions embracing several
countries? Given propositions three aad four,
if what took place in 1917 was a socialist rev-
olution rvould that not have been a refutation
of historical materialism and therefore an
embarrassment of Marxists? On tle other
haa{ il what torik place in 1917 was not a
socialist revolution (because it was a devia-
tion from some core proposition ofhistorical
materialism) why did Marxists expect and
hope (as many of them did) that the "social-
ist" experiment woold succeed?

T$]ts*s in question imlude4' fhe
UodAiei 6 History: Frant Wbain to thc
Pretas, d@t by kitz Sterc' Wha, rr
His.qfi!, by Edward Hallet Catr, Undcr-
slatdiig Hlstory (Mank Ess6rsr, by
Geottq Novack What happencd in histo-
ry?, Sf.Gcraou &ildq' and Karl Man's
Thca+y 6 History by G.A. Cohen. My
spot$.md I had our own copies of the
firs fimrr, but the last one was always bor-
rowed ftom the Uuiversity Library. And
the book was my favourite, at the time. I
lost.access to this interesting intellectual
companion when my spouse and I werc
dismissed from the University in Septem-
ber t9?8.
I se{*Irc<l for Cohen's KarI Marx's The-

ory S:Hisnry for ahnost 26 years. No
soccdis. lhen, a couple of months ago, a
friend and collaborator sent me a copy of
the eiiaDded edition of the book, puF
lished-five years ago. As a bonus she
added two other recent books by Cohen:
klf-qlw2nhip, freedom and equality and
If yov'rc an egalitaian" law come you're
so ni*r? Ilterestingly, some aspects of the
subjectloatter of the "main" book are
takeq.up, elaborared, and simplified in the
bonrse$. I commend the three books, pub-
lished by the Oxford University Prcss, to
I?adar.

Thcrd would not have been any necd for
tbc presed aaiclc if the history book I
rcceived was jus anothcr copy of the
book I lo* fud 6erc would aot have
bcen"aii reA fc rn article if tbc ncw
boo& i* r ninirrally rcvised cdition of the
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