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1/;;:-. iibriiit:rr70 ye65 ago. I kxeir tsu rnany

f*nr6!lr: aames, r*ai*iy lemale, end with
Ti5:.d. X had aisc met peopie, exclusively
{e::rale, who claimed that their own TINA
wi.; not a shortened fonn of a longer name,
bui a ftrll name. But I had never, befoe then,
ene()untered the word in poEtics. And I was
an oyed (or is it embarrasse@ &at drc for-
eip columnist I was reading had simply
assprned that it was a common word &at his
reac;rs should know. After overcoming my
confusion, I embarked on a fraatic search.
The result was an anti-climax: TINA stands
for "There is no alternative". I took the
meaning back to fte text.

What the author was saying is
this: There is no altemative to the present
neolibe.ral and globalised capitalist economi.
He was saying this of an economic system
whose basic operational logical is the
removal - from the people, especially the
poor - of every protection tlrat the state had
been compelled to provide against the worst
ravages of capitalism. The author was saying
that whatever the consequences to the poor
and weak nations, and thet peoples, there is
no iLltemative to the present system of unre-
stricted flow of goods, labour and capital
across the globe- He was saying &at not only
is there nq alternative to mass poverty and
misery in the Third World, there is also no
altanative to ttre real daager of physiial
destruction that the planet earth faceg from
massive environmental degradation and the
pheromenon that SantAldn has described
as "permanent war and Americaaisation of
the world".

This was the submission of that
ideologue of TINA. It is a aiumsal, o pes-
simist, or escapist, ideology, depending one
which side you are, and whose patisan you
are. Somehow, I forgot this encounter. But,
recently, I was reminded of TINA in the
course of my discussion with a disaat friend
of mine, a Nigerian male of my ovn genera-
tion, a man who had travelled far illd sdder a
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rcnouncing the_readin_g rore of the com-

llffi'*ea+#ffiU*CHiliffii$,ffi#ffij*##;.J;ffi $iffi,"#:k**:RonaH Reagan and Margaret.Thatcher wer€ *i"a-L*o"1ffi-rry;iihd*;d;;i; th" communist party-led socialist regimes in cen-presiling over the atrairs_of America and Iirii^ii"rit",sm.
britainispectivety. Alhaji shehu shasari and Gnres or 
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ijnion. This successicn of tkamatic events,
coupled wi'rh capialist globaiisation that was
inarching srutirwards ard eastwards, ma*ed
the end of history, the pofut at which all alter-
native ways of organising society disap
peared!! So the tiuophalists proclaimed.
The present piece is just the backgroud to
the false theory or ideologSr of TINA. kr sub-'
sequsnt instaflmeats the global aL€roatives,
ttrc emerging alternatives in Latil America
and the clear altematives in Nigeria will be
explored.

Some endnotes o this brief his-
torical accormt are necessary to conclude this
introductory piece. Many years ago, I
thought that there were two-world markets -
the capitalist ma*et and the socialist martet
- and that &e two were in competition. I held
this position lor quite some time, until I
leamt *rat there was, in fact, only one world
market; and that this single ma*et was con-
trolled by capitalist forces, with the socialist
states participating periphemlly in it. More
specifically, the intemational financial insti-
tutions iacluding, in particular, the World
Bank and the lnternational Monetary Fund
(MF) - all controlled by the leading capital-
ist states .. hed qo rivals in the *socialist

camp". The socialist countries belolged to,
and participated in, them even ifperipherally.

The foregoing may help us
recapturc tlre nature aad terms of .the "com-
petition" berween the capitalist system and
the socialist system- a competition that cap
italism wonl But that was not the case. It is
not that capitalism and socialism rrrent into
combat - like two evenly marched boxers -
and capitalism defeafed or "killed" socialism.
The fact of history is that the socialist idea
atrd the sociirlist movement develo@ within
the capitalist society in opposition o that
mode of production and to capitalists as rul-
ing classes. The history of anti-capitalist
opposition has be€n a chequered oie. It is a
particularly tragic rnoment of this history &at
has been poclaimed the "end'of world his-
tory by the tiumphalists. But that is not the
case - as we shall see.
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I"N ILX' l. the Nc$ \ ork ba.ed N,lurrthll
II(etieu Pres. pttt rrut r l3{)-papc bo.ri;.
t:itied: ?'lrc Liberol lTnl'l: Pemnent V'ar
anti tlt Atne ricanisatiort o-f the World- The
:ruthor of the book is Sanir Amin. a veteran
intelle.--tual activist of Alrican origin. but of
glot'a1 intiuence. Three years later, in July
20OI, the l,{onthly Revieu' magazine devot-
ed itr Jul),/August double-issue ro t}re
"revolt in Latin America".

Tlie trvo publications are complementa-
i1. Th,-; .Jcul rvith the samc question. name-
i1,, how the poor and q,eak peoples and
nations of the wbrld can liberate themseh'es
from the present extremely unequal artd
brutal global order; or. rather, altemaiive
u,a1,s rf organising society and ordering &e
rvorld-for the benefiLs of the poor, the rveak,
the exploitcd and the dehumarised. lVtrile
the 2OJ'1 Lrook deals q,ith rhis q,resrion glob-
a111,, tirr- 2007 publication l'cx;uses or: I-arin
'.mcriia where ir revolt in thc directton of' .;eratlon had, in fact, stirrLeil I shall draw

heavil; frcxn these books in the remainiag
installnlents o[ this series.

On page 85 of his book Amin regretted:
"lf Europeans had reacted in 1935 or 19i7,
the_1, r'ouid have succeeded in stopphg &e
Ilitienu madness. By reachilg only in Sep-
tember 1939 they dlowed dozens of mil-
'ions of victims to have that nladness inflict-
'i on thern". He then wamed: "We must act
iJoner rather tharl later to face the challenge
rf W.rhington's neo-Naz-is"- Earlier he had
iamented: "That a regime (American
regime) govemed by the political mecha-
nisms of democracl' again takes up, to its
advantage, the pnnciple (of 'might is right')
proudll' held bl the Nazis is not an attenu-
ating circumstturce, but, on the contrary,
makes it even more heinous".

But, why this "America-bash-
irrg'"? A one-line answer can be given: The
present world order has been imposed by
tlre American regime, leading the European
:nion and Japan - the other two rnembeis of
the "imprialist triad". And what is this
"world order"? Its full rllme is neoliberal
capitalist globalisation. But it is not just

globalisation. What is wrong with that'7 The
globelisation is capitalist and neoliberal. Wc
know rvhat capitalism is - its grossly unequal
relations between social cl:nses and groups
within nations and bctween nations. \\trat of
neoliberalism'/

We shirll come to precise working deti-
nitions. But, for now. look at Nigeria to see
neoliberalism at work. Neoliberalism is pri-
vatisation, or rather, the legal theft, by rneans
of state power, of all assets and means of pro-
duction collectively owned by the peoplel
massive retrenchment of workers, offrcially
explained as "public service refonns", dereg-
ulation, or complete surender of the material
life of the p.oije to the dictates of almighty
market; commercialisation, which means you
pay for everything, or you enjoy nothing as of
right as a citizcn - not health, not educiltion.
not housing, not safe s,atcr. The effects tf
these policies include: ever - rising prices of
essential conrnrodities and scniecs. rr.in.-
unemploymerl. poverty, misery, crirninal
marginalisatior: and insecurity. And. o1'

course, higlr profile cornrption or state rob-
bery; and ever widening gap between the rich
and the poor.

AIl the neoliberal policies have been
impnsed on Nigeria and other poor and u'eak
nations by the "iniperalislist triad". How'l
First, through the logic of ageJong unequal
relations; secondly, through the enforcer-role
of the World Bank, intemational Monetary
Frlnd (IMF) and the World Trade Organisa-
tion (S/TO) - all of which are controlled b-v-

the "triad", il]d thirdly tluough military vio-
lence enrployed b1 the Amedcarr regime
dkectly or through the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO). We hasten to add that
these policies, and their consequences. are
accepted (sometimes enthusiastically) and
implemented by the nrltrs of most of the poor
and weak nations, inciuding Nigeria. There is
a coincidencc of interests betwe€n the rulers
of the imperialist "riad" ard the rulers of the

Ily tldwin Madunagu
primaD,victims.

Neolibcnl capitalist globalisation is of
course, an cconomic reality. Yes. but it is als..r
an ideology which promotes globalisation -

*'ith its capitalist and neoliberal features - as
rerlity t,r whi:h thee is no altc,mativc. or no
viable alternative. The ideologues do not
even acccpt that the ways globalisation
affects a lxror nation can be negotiated. No.
Ybu must accept it, arms folded, in the exact
rvay it is prcscnted and interpreted by the
leaders of the imperialist "triad" and their
enibrcers: the I*/orld Banl. the IMF ald
\YTO. But in L,etin America, the "original
base of Antriian impenelism", the terms of
globalisation .{e now being vigorously nego-
liatcd, and rc dcsigned.

We ma\ now go ru definitions. Writing
in rhc Monthll Review of April 1999, Robert
W. Mcchesncy defined neoliberalism as "the
defining economic paradigm of our time - it
refers to the pxrlicies and processes whereby
a relative handful of private interests are p€r-
mittcd to contrcl of much s-s p,ossible of
s<rial life in order to ma;iinize their person-
al profit". Neoliberal democracy he defrned
as "trivial debate over minor issues by parties
that basically pursue the same prcrbusiness
policies regardless of fomial differences a-nd
cirnrpaig n debate". And globali sation ref'ers
essentially to "the explosive growth of huge
multinatronal corporations and vast pools
that have crossed national borders and pene-
trated everyw,here". This process, that is
globalisation, is "in tum seen as largely the
result of a parallel technological explosion in
computerisation, telecommunications, and
rapid transportation".

Now. if r,r,e bear in mind that what we
have is not just globalisation, but capitalist
globalisation. we shall see thal this is a
process th:it has been gcing on since the
appeirrance of capitalism several cenhrries
ago. What is new is the technological explo-

sion rvhich has made possible thc movement
o{ i:apital and labour \\,ith a rapidit\ that we
could not have thought possible .irist a few
decades ago. Capitalism develops b1 conquer-
ing uew territories internally' and extemally.
lhe ultimate result of this dual process - that
is, u'hat \\,ould happren when thee ale no more
ne$, teritories to conquer - we-s not seriously
consiciered by classical anti-capitrli,st thinkers.
The reason for diis, was that it was largely
expected that capit.lism would be overtluown
"and replaced by arrother system long befcrrc
its spatial limits had been reached".

WeLl, this had not happencd. It alnlost
happened, but for a series of monumentd
errors committed b1, opponents oi capitalism -
coupled with the intemal degeneracy of seg-
nr€nts of the scrcialist movenrent. Whether
capitalism has reached its "spatial linrit" or
not, it is false, to say the lea-\t. to claim thcre is
now no altemative to it. Thcre are altematives
- several of them - as the current revolts in
Latin Amenca and several parts o1'the world
are indicating. If you care to analyse the con-
tent and chaiacter of global anti-globaiist cam-
paigns which have been going on since the
mid-1990s, a.nd the violent upsurge in the
Middle East which is dismissed r,',holesale as
"Isl:rmist extremism", your "there is no alter-
native", or TINA, chant will be tempered.
Hugo Chavez of Venezuela rva-s re-elected
president in 2006 on the explicit platform of
consfucting an altemative to neoliberal capi-
urlist globalisaiton - an altemative they call
"socialism for he 2 I st centun ".

SiLrnirAmin lists five objectives of Amer-
ican regimc's global hegemoni\t strategy.
They are:'"fb neutralise and subdue the other
partners in the Triad (Europe: US,A.; Japan)
and minimise their capaciry to act outside of
American control; to establish military control
of NAT0 and "Latin Americanise" the former
parls of the So ?iet World; to establish undivid-
ed control of the lr,tiddle East and Cenral Asia
and their pekoleum resotuces: to dismantle
China, ensure the subordination of the other

large states (India. Brazil) ilid prevent the
formation of regionel blocs rvhich rvouki be
ahle to negotiate the terms of globalisation;
and to marginalise the regions of the South
and that have no strategic interest for the
Llnited Sutes".

The strategic objective of the American
regime, the zirmed imposer of gIobal neolib-
eralism is "not to tolerate the existence of
any pow'er capable of resisting the in-junc-
tions of Washington". To carr-v out that
objective, the regime "seeks to dismantle
every country that is deemed to be 'too
large'. so as to create the ruanimum number
of failed states, easy prey for the establish-
ment of American bases ensuring their'pro-
tection'" Oniy one state has the right to be
'great', the Unitrd States tlueatens everyone.
'It arises", he says. "lttrm tlie szune logic as
I{itler's: Io change econonric and strial rela-
tions through niilitary violence". Further
more, "the Unitr'd States is thc pre-eminent
rough state. It lt:r openly repudiated all
respect for lega.ity end for tI* rights of oth-
ers".

The conclusion ol this instaliilent i" that
the road to alternative social organisation
pisses through con&ontation rvith American
regime's hegemonist .trateg),. It can be con-
fi'onted, and it can be defeated. But, accord-
irg to Amin, "the fi_rht will take many forms.
It requires drplomaic aspects (the defence of
intemational law), nrilitart .2-?scls (the re-
armament of everl country in the world in
order to meet any aggression contemplated
by Washington is imperative); and political
aspecls (notablf in reference to building a
Europran prcsence and reconstructing a non-
aligned front)". But the success of the strug-
gle "will depend on the ability of people to
Iiberate themselves fiom liberai iliusions".

There rvill never be an 'authenti-
cally lib'eral globa.lised econonry'. Sa:nir
Amin conclude.s. For the World llank, the
main enforcer of neoliberal policies across
the globe, is a mere prcpagandist, issuing
cynical homilies on "demcrracy", "good
governance" and "reduction of povefiy" on
behalf of Washington.

There are alternatives tZ)
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sector such as communication and electric
power, and the recovery of the dominant
position for the state in the heavy oil fie1ds
where multinational firm had previously
prevailed".

hesident HugqChavez took five spe-
cific political steps to create the "enabling
environment" for the transformation. These
were called "five motors". The frst was the
"enabling law" which allowed Chavez to
"bypass the legislature in specific areas for
a given period". The law was passed by
Venezuelan parliament. The second
"motor" was the constitutional amendment.
New articles in the amended Constitution,
which the people voted into being through
a referendum, speak of "ensuring overall
human development", "everyone has the
right to the free development of his or her
own personality", "developing the creative
potential of every human being", "the
social economy generates mainly use - val-
ues" whose purpose is the construction of a
new sociegr. The impact ofBolivarian Rev-
olution on the lives of the people has been
tremendous - within ir short space of time!

The other "motors" are: political
restructuring - what they call a change in
the "gbometry ofthe country"; creation and
empowerment of grassroots organisations;
and educational and ideological campaign
"whose consistent theme is the stress upon
revolutionary practice in order to build
socialism". l,ebowitz suggested four pre-
conditions for the realisation of Chavez's
altemative to capitalism. These include
understanding the nature and logic of capi-
talism, "the Iogic in which profit rather
than satisfaction.of the needs of human
beings is the goal". There must also be a
clear understanding that "the idea of social-
ism cannot displace real capitalism, nor can
dwarfish islands of cooperation change the
world by competing successfully against
capitalist corporations".

kbowitz's submission: to steer the
nation away definitively in the direction of
anti-capitalist alternative you have to take
state power from the "captains" of neolib-
eral capitalist globalism. This is an echo of
what Huberman and Sweezy said more
than 4o-years ago. It is a categorical imper-
ative.

IfiTjil#ifl',j$1*q#i#* There are alternatives (3)
3i3$T:'iril*"#:f*In:"J.# .,,,iTffif;qr*! 
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toricalsignifican."*ary-ilorriii1i1r" nationoi.o+vs.5,miui"^"-people,Nicaragua ilec-t and-his Anierican backers were so what is now happening in Hugo

lln*;3,*im:r*l#*;"$#*r ffiEtrffit*r;s;{tu"##;: fftlJirfi,f1l,-f ,*:HL'T,xi*' Il[: l*l.i!ldqil$:Ttrix!iri,',iii.!r,*
t:x;*t*:1,;ilH -,$#,ff t"im*t"st"ox"tti"Irjr,#[fr ff.."ifl..!!lsii1,1#ir';;t#."ilx$ l,xfl,l",#x'?li*i"1?].HilHxf"ffi,*
inbotvia;and*"uo"n"'$ffi 

.y;**tn*l*xr*$"*,;:* lni:''Y#,;;;*#i::,ffi ;*i,*ull"n"*if"41g,*fli:countries are inspired by Cul

*Hffi,i"6fl:'3T3;#jriil-'i,1iif# iffH:'#&i'JJa#T;i?fiff,H *"':"S"-;::X*i**r:*:,:j*:;*: l"j:*fi:'""nerurersorAmericawithout

['sffiii[?Hf]r,#,fgffi.",''$],l[$ ffiryf{$li}itrt1$ii,Xi{u.l1; LT"t*rii;f;,'""11ffif#-fr#JfliJx :;::"1,t"1s{!l!'r.iglT.i;3:}li

t"gnl3,;#*rtft#'l$';,"-.'1:f *xm"a*tk[?i,slT*,ffi'## Bt#:tl$ff:Jt:t,T1,f+:"i"ff,if.t i,:iii:i,tl#ffi."]i1':il-H[".fi,h1
rii,t ""t ",,'pai,i.t tlft:il:I,*:: l'i*.,"#Jffi1#xreHi:*ii* fr.ff'tffi.;d"^r;:ff:?.:f ff"#llil: #**H1:f3ll_]t{{il!il.ir",i#ir-

tunistic, unseriou*, aeep in nl,oti6eraf ittu- . Tl" sandinista-s, who took their f9r more than a year now, and the revolu- the new beginnitg in2oo7 already has been

sionsandpatheticallybeholdertoAmeri- name from the nationalist hero, sandino, tionary regime lias not collapsed' In the marked by the nationalisation of strategic
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Page 65
,lnHIS final installment is on Nigeria. -. fr\I- /i!..-\ ,l.rr-7r nll-
lorocounry.Andweshanprocdauy *-.; I ltel-e Af-g ill I ||l-nflfll/F,S I {l Irecapnrxi,,ssomemarerrnediarcpo,nson Therg are'alternatives (4)

the county in the lasr few wee[s. We shall
tlien work out our "rt"-uriil, 

-ffi-h wehaneseeniathiintroductioa,themeet- By Edwin Madunagu accodingto.ajustarangemeatwhichmust,
rh;. Th";p.rt *;dd i"d;" i"tse eg.*- to disruss tbe'testiveness in the -""y='E-qTquryninae=uipeand
*ain, those i,", tL ..ro*ii;tid;; olf-bedng_comunities" and the "need to al, and America and Britrin-, in particutar. &mocratic natioual conference. We should
uetwfu *pr"r."t tir".-;?-e" ;;;: Tcr:re tbe-Gulf of Guinea". You should note The Ieader of 

-the 
Nigerian delegadm -was 

ho,weu, bear in mind that all these Fopos-

criticisms ofiL "i-p".iti", "f 
it".iJ..i sirnlly,means to contr,ol anil putbut of reach $9 meqs on the uble for dealing wirt the lcal fuces-commined to r.e+1ug 6em are

Umaru Musa yar'aaira,s caUiiei;;.*: of rivals or eoemies Niger. Delta. question, the military means in povrcr. That is a categorical lessm of his-
tions of some sales and .oo";-;;;;fi- At tire meedng in far-away Netherlands, occun]ed. a decisive po-s.ition. tfry.
ed by ar-presidcnr olusegunffi#ffi the Ieader. of 6e Nige;r, a"t.gatio, on hrs reurm to Nigeria, an obvimsly ^i ^_r This, Sfnsfolmatioa, jls n tbe
th"riy*gd.i;ahi;;;;;ffi;c"r1 !rypd t{3{ ry g paniat rasut or te elated stat^ govemor announced edea d*.Tl:lM,h_"r.I*nggnlybeeo-

Otf,". ."ports *-r-""fii i"Iiua" ,n" ties, Nigsria was _fosing aboul 500,Q00 bar- very clear, that what was on the table * th cal- The political aspect of tbc trasdtmma-
acraignment of iorne f.r-- ;;;;;;; d 

"f * every day 4ry"4 bunkerin_B and nf_eting_in tk Hague wgs the handing over Y-,tup" **t cri-6cal; it is in fact,gg€rro-

"ooTorior,.,r!ti.oa;;;;; dilfi;i;r em€d aisuption of proauction. This.figure, :19: X$_lyS-rqpl of 
lhe 

cuffof fuea agtor of &e possiblliu and sustairability o{
the month "i M;t zooz; Jr""J"iii heaonounce4rrasiates.to$aomiui,oiper' (rcad Niger Delta) to the 'lnternatirnal rE otber.aspecls. The immediate pl.acncal

officers; redrem"ot t o|eril"f, F;;;; =xchange-rare 
of 125 to $1, this loss rrari- 569 thar factions of the ruli.og blm !! tin- qo{ _substentive: improvemeot in the

"*itt ;;;;;;; i".rrg";;"r;;; P* g Nl.Wp *atiql pg.aui:. I_have Ieft Nigerf 1n$ elements in tle_regime would Balerid lives of the peopie, especialty tbe

Niger Deita; *O 16" ,"i".g"io ;i;; .tlre 
mits,'billion" and "trilliof , uig* pq!- not min! .leasing, er outright ceding yq- ry:}-th" mqst elplorled and tk most

."6f..y uolr. tt " ;un1;,,"8;',fr'"; ly because their maSnitudes do not im:riedi- Ee.nts of.the Niger Qelta.and the oil in Oeir *rB-*:aT *Ilq:P_l* rn ryticufar,
don't want this ..retum i.;;;T-; atelyregisterinoorconsciousness.Howev- soil, to Arrcrica and Britain - and co{lect 1U rn ]tigeria in_general; de-escalation of
extend beyond ta" pr"i"ol prJ"lirurl g, ,.{tron, in_our own usag_e, is a thousand 'reots" for distribution among. the various tbe violence. ig $e {is"-t-.D.1ta; employ-
timitmyself totwo'orti"d;il."Th. inonethousandplaces;abiliioaisamillion Evelsof governmeatwhosedist"n6sA06 mcnt, especially in the Niger Delta; aod

others frI be taken,p i" th"f;"; '-- 
it,.9* drousano places; and a triliion is a the people is like tbe distance between the environnrental and infrastmctural _d"""loq

Ihe front p"d" f""a J.o, .i f* billion.,in one thousaod places, or a million eath and the sun. We should note thfi in m€nt in .the Nigq Delta, in parucdar and

Guardiaa of Tbursdiy, Ar,u}'i, idj;, in a nilliea p12po. +r distribution fomrula currently p f-f, Nteeria- in general.

has this introduction: ..Fo,r -fr; ilil These' explmarory Dotes on umo of tbe Niger DeIa 6pmm,rnigis5 21p refenea to In the dyrng days of ex-Presidef,t Ohse-
governors y"rt"rary j.;J;;;;; 3cc9"nqg will-become-very-he-lpful to our 3s_ 

-oil-bearing communitief', while rbe gunobasanjo'sregime,theFederal_Govcrn-

Govemment team at " ,r*:d"" il;# brains wdn we o(xne to UjfoU6wing suL l$g€riao state rEtains the titl-e "oil-p,ro&r- ryt rush$ througb several:cts ofpriv*i-
rrague, NiuertanAs *nir. Etii*"I iectsl relenug allocation: the -qgnEy .o'1 ing".{herern- Iies a partic.rrlar injustiac fu sation' sales of state-owned ho{rses, co*'
m6ng'Nigeria;il-b"rri"t";;*i-i*, g..-o +at fte Economic and Finaicial tbe-NigerDelta-Th€ f"9^i:S1 -h"-Ntry tracr:turards, pnce-increases,.qfd-apoint-
a,d the n€ed ro ,o,rr" tU" C"ilFdiliJ Crimes Commissicn 1Ercq alleges that Delta commrmities are "oil-bearing" qrite ments. Thr. ee particula.acts -idriaced the

topped Se "s;d.1 Tb. ".tl; ;;r-.;; 
several Nigerim publii oqcen Ua sobn ld_S,I P,;ry ry111n1Niserian stara is qgt -. a kd tbe Nig-eria I-abour Cmgess

werc narD€d as those "f ;d;'il;; from the ffigEd; sar.: huge apprryria- siryly T.'oil exfnrpriator''. This '*sr Nlf),inalliancewithcivil.soci€fyorguni-
Rivers, Dela ana Bayetsa_ ft Nig"ri- tions, as salaries aod allowances, by law- gg:; -tb. exProPriators must be eqxo- PT_l to declaxE a rarroral strIxe 4garBst

Secretarytotte6"".o-*t&"d.ail t.tt" of state dryerty, called *Priv:disa- 

-^--F-:y:y-qfui$v:alt€nativeto6e 
fuumanrMusaYar'Adua-Thesec,€retbe

arjm (SGn whom I rccentlv;H;i,tr; tion-. peseni social order in Nigeria this sunco- oF "t Ot Kadma 'nd Port-Harwt oil6i'-;;;;T;ffi ,j";i'"r,#'r*H1r*x#tr'ffi#f ffi ffi #Jtrffi Hffi;g*****F"ffi#presidencJf.' Th'Nigeriaa detregation was in The :alled a *fcum" was "tb Gulf of Guinea ?4 Tg tlrea rgvsscd, The,irnmry &rr_d fr Avaf- wc rc mcemed }ae wifr the
grg*t".iii-.iltte#"i."ilf;fi'riiil Ener5l.*crrrry strdes/ (c,cEssf. Put 6c- ].iiggi& etate under an ilternaivc sabdcfncriestoabusircssc@sortim
t;;d; k;ril. A|[;;*",ffi; morc*elaboarriy, airaatie ctearty, tle ordcr is first, to securc in-aeqgnaentlyr fr ffedtl for i72l million, or NS3,T3O mil- '

wcf,E reprEsen?ariro u **] fr??il tbeme is 6e sdesr of_securing, bi -ili- imeS[ity of tlr Nigerian terrltorv and 6c lim-
nies operating in Nigerian ; fdlfft tary, ecmic afi- ;-tigat-ril^is, ta. resources aborc, oriaad below iti land *r - At a ripartite reting in mi4J-uly ZX)7

ffiffi,ffi*tr M'TX Hffi "ffiH-ffier'J}# Lffi '"J*ff-*,'"ffi'.*;J&g ffi#,ffiE*#ffi

President Musa f.:r.Adua decided to
revoke the sale of the refineries and refiud_
{ th9 money drea$'paid for Uem. fUe
ctecrsron was,-not surpisingly,leaked to the
buyers who iomedi.cly announced their
wrthdrawal tom the Eaosaction _ beforerte prcsidendal decisirm could be co[unu_
nicated to them. ln any case, the *deal;;;
cancellgg 

--and rhe nioney refin:aJ. ,me
Dauon Jubrlated-

From all the rwions to president
Yar'Adua'S action, I select what Cr;b"
Tuge, the Vioe{lrairnan of tfre taater
Drivers Association told,l!,ewsn,arc} ma ga_
zile il Kaduna: *the rcvocation of tne saie,sg E ry.is the happiesr ,h-l tu
has happ€oed to fre mmoD men in icentto"! F 6e coonFy. Thc gorrcurment harr
no_ ng:hr trom lhe ilsiming ro sell t}le
refneries,acommo" n rit geof aX Nin*i_
ans to a fss indivi.trrels. The governfur
knsw exactly what the probleis ortt thJ
rcfileries rpere but cbose tbe optlon tfrar
gnly served tbe interesr of ie crinies- We
have enorgh aad well-traiaed eagin"ers to
take carc of the refineries- Go:v"rnm"ai
should grve tbem a ftee hand to *" tn"
facilities because tbey ae capable of susl
eining th"_ This is a clea - .ro to ,o
ahernatiw- I lrave nothiDg to;.rd
, - TWo fimd"'ncntal qoc6ni6as arise from .rtris episode: uE reLafiEs to fu policy of 

-

pdvatisation itselt md Oe oOcrietarri ro
fbe powerofgrblic itrstitciomaod orfficers .

o.d.r the 'prcsi&ntial system-. Tirse h2s
akeady dealr witb privaisatim- The-oues-
tion on the executive prsirlentiat syst im is
rhis; Sfoy should a sinoae indivilhfu - call
him or herPrcsidcotrgrvear- bave &e
Irowcrto dic.pcrlsc c/kh Erional assets like
tbe krt Hseurtaod K-anm refucries? A
ddnitivc .tt cL m fbcse tt*,o fe@res .rf
ttc present social order - priv*isatim adtb'almightf B.ecuhrc hesidcacv - wiU
bcsin to indice sa alorytivc siav for-sad aod yill simnltarroqsly bc a rieaAy
blow ontbc bead of tte oouent regirre o?'massive and high-proElc corupdm, u
s*ate robbery. But. as md,errlier, tbc
stating - pointis the cming to pova of
political and social forces cqrsritted to
thar alternative.

-


