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Three reflections on the next elections
TIROM u/hat I harc so far read on the
Ilzou Nig"tan general elections, I pi&
three sets of rcflections: They came from
Chfof Anthony Enahoro, Alhaji Maitarrra
Suk, and Dr. AnthonyAkinola respcctively.
The frst two p€$onages arc elder statcs-
meo, ald needno introduction; the th.ird, a
mirc-b younger man, frequently makes
infornred contrAutions to political disars-
siors in Nigeria
eo&ory Enahoro recentJyspoke uith 7he

Guardian at his "modest home in Benin
Chl,: and the Sort inten'iov appeared on
wie a+ of the newspaper's 

-edition 
of

Suidax May 9, 2oro. The questjons pced
.o ihe elder statesman were direc! but his
responses were philosophicri. I Ie tried to be
as i:ha:itable as possiblg but 1ou can see

and !'d his,pessimism. Tb the o;rning
que*ion "What are your e-.:.lxrLrtions in
20It gerreral elections in Nigeria?',
Enatloro went into reflection on electoral
exlrctirtions in general. From this. I e-rtract
r*,r "ierst philosophical" or'most concrcte-
staternenls" First: "Elections are organised
bv rreoele rr*ro want the outcome to have

iirtcr,,ar candidates in porver and qrnte
ofter, the elections are pointJess. Pmplejust
$zrt y)u to vote in a partioilar mannerand
unles it en& like that they dont think that
there is a result thet people can be proud
of".

This response is too general and not very
lft+ to satis& a political reporter or an
actilist - unless, ofcourse )ru r!'to'con-
o"ti.." tne *i.a beopi.i: atiral, tle
"okada" idet does not oryanise electiors;
nor does the wornan who sels rtgetables in
the rnarlet; nor does a studen! or an
unemoloved person. Enahoro's second
*ar*i*i, ttro'ugh stil philcophical and
gmeral, b very strong and. Jou nuy sav,

'g{1gn1is;t". Mindlou the lreteran national-
i* uill be 87 yeari old in a month or so. He
said: 'The elections are pointless eicept

something urgent is done tb drange the tide
b€cause er€n the best election in l{tgeriia
does not deserre any accolarles'. ln fact' this
second statement ri,as one of the only two
hishlichted in the entire dialogrre.
Indeoendendv. I underlined this particulrr
stare'ment, ri6t because it is"stront',
'utrernist' or "pessimistic', but bcc:ur-se it is

rhaorical ouestion: 'suooose there is an elec-
tion in agirrcn areauihere ev€ryMyis an illit-
erate, how do you deal with &at?'. I will
rchrm to this intsriew in the ncxt issr of

nrlers. Frankly, I don't know why
Babangiila's comnent on the Nigerian
youtls-has geoerated so mudr d6a!e. Ir
iart it is the Ieast simificant of tbe state
meots thc cuneral hfu so far made - and
harc been irade ahrut him - on his elec-

Alhaji Maitama Sule u:as interviored by 7he
l\htrbn newspaJrr in lluro, and the inteirriew
was carried in tlre papcr's cdition of Srmday,
May 9, 2OlO (p'tge 6+65). Maitarta Sule was
frst questioned on the controversy triggered
by General Ibrahim Babangida conceming
'ne'!v brced" and "old breed', or loung'ard
'old". or'eroerienced" and'inexmienced'. in
mgerian politics. He dismissal t}e corrtrore-
w with the answen 'I believe that the best
orsanisation is a combination of the old and
the nery, I hategeneralisations. WbenYahrbu
Gowon took over power he had people uiro
r,rrere old mough to be his father in his cabi-
net I alwavs belioe in tlris combination. I
keep saying *rar yesterday gave binh to totlal,
and today wil girr birth !o tomorrow. Nature

'aII parties vvorrld be d par'and "no party
would have an edse oE tlre otlrer'. But he
ofered th€ pririple vAic} b the starting
Doinl I shall also ntrm to MaitarnaSule' Dr Anthonv Akinole sharcd his rt{lections
on the nec gimrd eJecios inNgeria in the
opinion artide ParD'es and el*ions the
British exanfu (Ibe Guadia4Monday,May
lO,2OfO). He urged his compatrions to erru-
late the British r*o bare just-gone throuth a
similar exercise. ,Frr$ accordins to ekioola.the British political parties are idmlogical
and issueoriented parties and their
approaches to tlre organisation d state and
sodety hare people inno doubt as to what to
expect whenoer one of the major ones,
Labour or C,onservative, is in pouer".
Smrdry, on the major issues in the election -
the economy; immigration and electoral
reform - each parry had dear pcitiors. These
positions were publid debattd and can-
vassed- And wtren no parq'son enough sea(s
to form on torrrnment along their le.eders
w€nt into coalitjon negotiations on cleru prin-
ciples - as were ofered to ^Jre roters.

'Itird&, Akinola *tro resides in Britain a:rd
dosely olxentd the process, ustified: The
campaign lasted bar€b four weeJis and not a
single relabd d%th was reported- TheFe r+er€
no fraudulent issues with bailot papers, or ttre
outcome of the dections. Voters' registration
cards came through the post ... hnsioners
could be seen as nclunteers, hdping prospec-
ti-ve - voters at the polling stations'.
Furthermore, the elecfion dal- was not
dedar€d a public holdrv and'tf,ere neither
police officers nor armed soldiers at the
polling stationg neither were ttrere paity ofr-
cials to monitor wting:. I shall aiso return to
Akinola's obsenaions
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thisolumn.

age and'enperience? We have
owzr lifetimg nrlers who ceme to

toral arnbition.
l"laitarna Sr:Ie was ask'il about tlre "zon-

Prrsident Goodluck Jbnathan sbould con-

ing'principle; in particular, thc rotation of
thi nrcsidencv txtwt-n tlr,: Norr.h and thc
Souih and ihe debatc as to whether

uue, sadly true
What GridEnahoro was saying omts out

r,ery dearb; and in fact mo* consttcly, as
gm as vou intemret the word "tide'contrx-
trallv. it simohj mears the direction the
couriu'y is moting, and has been moving.
\4'rth ahis we rnay recast t}e elder states-

test, or not contest- llis response was
against dismissive: "I dont cart *trere you
come from so long as 1'ou are quaiified l.ct
aqbodv be the President of the country if
heis qualified- kt no tribal or religious sen-
timents come into iC

man's statement as'The electiors are point-
Iess ecrcept something urgent is done to
drange the dLection in u,tic} the countryis
moving, and has been moring becalse even
tlre best election in Mgeriadoes not desene

On the"keyto credible elecCors', Nlaitama
Sul€ said t};t his ansrver was "two-fold: one

anv accolades". This
understood in either,

restatement can bc
or bo0r, oftwo direc-

shor! the other long". The long ansser, he
s.i4 "may nerer be'. He gave his 'short"
arsner ai fo]]ons: "lf you want to have
credible leaden rou havc to have good elec-
tions - free and fair election. If vou want
free and fair electiors, the innrnrbent gov-

tions One
eren if the
fair€st, fieest and most crcdible dections we
have had so far; it would still not be as lh-rl does notwant to vacuum'.

as fair or as credible as Nigerians deserve
and would wislr-

poesible interprAation is that
zbtt electiors tum out t0 be the

pmsible interpraation is that *re
ihe ehctions are nd [kely to set

I rvould, myself, also dismiss the questior I
subscribe to Maitarna Sule's line of thorght
But, I would add thet it i5 *1s 5'pE of political
or govern:lnce system being operated in
Mgeria that promotes this Bpe of questioo
\tlhen the President is nrade an alsolute nrler
bythe gowrrunce structure the Cmstitution,
and the political oiurc, why would aI ee

- absence of dear ideological orientation or
guide and dearprogmmmes - partyand gw-
ernment pmgrarilnes - wtryr+or:Id tlre focus
not be on sudr attibutrs as indivirLal leaders'

ernment mrist r€sipgr six months kfore drc
elections Do not allowthe inounbent gor'-
eroment to orEa[ise *""oaion glffions: it
would srcceeil itseUbecause it has the fire

Another
results of
Nigeria in a
democratig

nar, peoplesewing and tnrly
dircctiorl 'Ihe indications are

fundamentals of rigging'. The "fir,e firnda-
mentals of rigging" Maita$a Sule listed as:
the sorcrnment, the financial rtsourceg the
seoiritv forces, the judiciary, as rlell as
INEC (thatis the electoral commission).

His specifc zuggestion here is that an
intrrim goveuunent should be set up to
orsanise"the dections through an iirde-
oendent electoral commission w+lich it
ivould aoooint He did not elaborate on the
comoosidon and struchrre ofsuch an inter-
im gorunmen! or ufio would set it up, or
how to enn[e t]rat the interim govemment
and the electoral commission woulil be

not there. As I said earlier one can
eitlrer both of the t$o int€rPretations.

both. In fact, Enahoro's resporse to focus not be on him or her? And in the

seerl in our

we have seen
poweratthe
, those stroage of 28, and

achiered the feat of 70. we Llo*;

In the nqt tq, issues of this cohnin I sball
be proceeding from the above reflections to
the. consideration of deman& *tich the

and can confrrn, tbat
at the a8e

this dispa;ty
uuly independent - so thaq in his wordq

people $cnrld be rnaking as
, and as self-liberators

citiz6s,Nigedan
aslDt€rs,does not eqllain the fiilure or success

in age
rof the

me[ul
in ne*


