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CtrJ Sonny Okogwu, the Delta State-
Kaduna-based businessman, is

Arthur Nzeribe,very much like Chief
excbpt that the former is not a professional
politician. Or rather, he is not an 'tlectoral
politician" like Nzeribe. But he is a leading
member of the political class - the class of
mainstream or establishment politicians.
Okogwu has several attributes in common
with Nzeribe, but I am focusing herc on
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term 1999-2001. Thereafter, he would hand
over (pr6ablyl to a Northerner. The impli
cation here is ih"t the often mentioned 2003
.re-cndorsemeft of the 1999
the movmnt of Nigeria's

validi-m extension of the
from (1999-

lcars

in the
interview howger,
metrt. He mad€ s€veral

with Nzeribe.

seen. He is the immediate elder bnother of

Through the eyes of Sonny Okogwu
however disregarded by some contestants.
How could someone, an opponent come and
rig in Nzeribe's backyard. And this angered
Nzeribe more than any other electoral mal-
practice. Other party leaders - winners and
losers alike - wert thoroughly embarrassed
not by what happened but by what Nzeribe
said - not in a party caucus, but openly in the
public. That is one attribute Okogwu sharcs

Okogwu's "outspokenness' as
lishnrent politician. He speaks

an Estab- I have never met Chief Sonny Okogrvu; ment was

openly on axioms ofpower (in the sense of
Nicolo Machiavelli) and in doing this,
often reveals what can be called "class

freely and

secres"
As an outsider, I can efford to be out-

obeyed by some politicians and "power
brokers" (to use Okogwu's terms). Nzeribe

not hav€ I ever seen him. But I can guess his
material circumstances and sorre of his per-
sonal tastes - from what I have read and

spokea on high-profih inrigues and strug-
gles within and between, the ruling blocs-
But a leading Establishment politician
would be exp€ded to stop short of rcveal-
ing the secrets that belong to the ruling
classes as a whole. This rule is however not

General Ibrahim Babangida's wife- He is
said to be a "multi-billionaire avialion m8-
nate" and to be living in a *farnous $ip
house" in Kaduna. Although it has not been
credibly suggested that Okogwu's s$petr-
dous wealth is artributable to his rclalion-

and Okogwu arc two such
Their rirutspokenness is often an

ship
been

with General Babangida, I would have
shocked if he was not wealthy. When

next I visit Kadrma I would love t6 see his
although I can guess what it lookshouse,

cue from ttrc hotel said to be
in Asaba, capital of his home

We may start with the newsmagazi-ne.
he was the firstIn it Okogwu recalled that

person to openly state publicly, that there
effect that Presidentwas an agrcement to the

politicians.
embarrass-

like - taking a
owned by him

ment to o&er Establishment state, the Delta Stafie.
The main corrcern of this piece is Sonny

Okogwu's "outspokenness" in the Establish-
ment politics of Nigeria. I am basing my
b,rief survey on r€cent interviews with two

But tbe polity as a *,hole benefis. This
type of"ouspokenness" - which must also
be critically assessed - often saves us from
chasing shadows

I shall illustrate with an incident -
involving Chief Nzeribe - during General
Babangida's traosition. The year was l99l
a' 1992. Chief Nzeribe had contested the
presi&otial primaries of the Social Denro-
cratic Party (SDP) whose rcsults were
rcjected by all tte contestants except one,
the winner. Nzeribe was one of the losers.
Of all the argurrents advanced by Nzeribe them.
for rejccting the result of the primaries the
one that annoyed him most was that in rig-
ging the election, sc.re of the contestants
did not respect their opponents' "sphercs of
influence". This protocol on rigging was

media organisatios: The Week rnagazine,
Iuly 10, 20O6 rnd Sunday Indepeilent, Ialy
l6,20(J6.I shall proceed by extracting some
pronounc€ments from the two intewiews
and providing commentaries where neces-
sary - for most of Okogwu's prondrnce-
ments arc so clear in contents and implica-
tions that commentaries would only debase

mn stratcg5l?
Onfu aftrmath dthe collapse of tte

'6fud-t€tn" egala, ftogwu saii: 'Yor
pople nae juHaing when the Natknal
Assembly tilled c ratls threw out the draft
cogimim tha rill dongare Obasanlr's
ttrm in ffie.Ib man (Obasanjo) is mgry
rme than cver tefue. He is now wild ad
ready to ftht, TLe so-called issue of asking
PDP govrfiGs- tochosc a presideutial aspi-
rant is jus a plal to cause problem in PDP,
tlr ruling party ad we have in good autboq
ity that Gasanj' will not hand over oext
year. He rill tr] o caur pmblems all over
tlle country 0o say in power. But, I can

Obasanjo would be in ofFrce for only one


