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By Edwin Madunagu ate personal choice and sometlmes by
sheei accident.

rN the earlvvears of mv revolutionary po-
llitical contdiousness, taken roughlyhEre
as the second half of the rgTos,Iwas almosl
continuouslv in personaltheoretical crises
arising fromiheheed, which t strongly felt,
to explain and defend my political actions,
Dositions and Dronouncements ever more
itrongly, robuitly and confidently. Not that
t had anv doubti about the correctness of
my revolutionary actions or Participation
in orsanised revolutionary activities. Not
a[ all:l did not suffer anv aoubts. lndeed,
bv the time I left the Universirv of lbadan
s6ortlv after the Nigerian Civil war, I had
seen, and had been c-onvinced, that the vast
maiority of the Nigerian people were ex-
oloited and oooressed.'l had also sdeh, during my lbadan days,
and indeed before then, the coexistence ot
obscene wealth and abiect poverrv. I had
seen that some Niserians'sufferi:d dis-
crimination on accolnt of their ethnic ori-
sin (or "triball'orisin as we described it
[hen') and that otheis got undueprivileges
for oreciselv the same reason of ethnic or
rribal origiri. I thinkl also saw and resented
what I wbuld later know as parriarchv.l
had, however, been convince{ even before
rny consciousness became explicitly revG'
luiionary, and then Marxist, that the inius-
tice I siw in those days could only be
corrected through acti6n by the viciims
and those who sympathised with them -
and not bv suoolication to the oppressor. I
was there'ford i convinced "rebil" before
mv "trans[ormation."
Tfie "theoretical crises" I am talkingabout
came with the leap in my politicil con-
sciousness - that is, from mere "reiection-
ist" and "radical," to "revolutioniry and
"Marxist." Thev had to do, as I said earlier,
burning need- whose origin I can- only
suess - to orovide ever more Dowertul ex-
Elanarion and defence bf mv ictivities, be-
Iiefs. pronouncements anil positions in
Nigeria of mid-t970s and early t9sos. The
criles became more and more acute on ac-
count of the intensitv of mv entire politi-
cal involvement and ihe panicular chtical
roles, which I found myself playing-some-
times bv the deiiberare decision ol my
comrad6s, somedmes by my own delibei-

In the oartial resolution or re-formulation
of somi of the theoretical problems that as-
sailed me during the peribd under consid-
eration, that is,when I was between late 20s
and earlv 3os, a number of personages
played cfitical, even decisive, roles. One of
ihese oersonases was Samir Amin. the
normtiin-born iadical thinker whose 8otr^
birthdav anniversaryis currentlv being cel-
ebratedby the global communiry of radical
intellectuals and students.

This orovided a leao. not to "theoretical
sitisfaL:tion". but to iirother problem: 5o-
ciology of revolution. Here leon Trostky
and Biodun leyifo came in. Firsg Leon Trot-
sky.''It is understood that every great rev-
olution is a oeoole's revolution or a
national revolirioh, in the sense rhat it
unites around the revolutionary class all
the virile and creative forces ofthe nation
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hardlv need emohasise that since this rev-
olutirinarv orodramme will demand the
redistribrition "and re-deploy,rnent of
wealth and power in African countries, it
will not come from above, but from below,
from the base up, from those classes and
grouos which ha:ve litde or no stake in our
6rescint social svstem. but have evervthine
to eain in a rec6nstituted Africa ." (Folitic"s
an? the Future of African Culrure,\sn).
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festo, was written bV Karl Marx and
Friedrich Ensels. In it I iaw the authors call
on the workTns peoole of all countries to
unite and fiehf for their Iiberation. Work-
ers, thev uried, had nothing to lose, but
their chiinslon the contrary-they had the
world to gain. Shortly before the Manifesto,
or abouf the same time, Marx, now writ-
ing alone, said that rhe working people
were victims, not of any particular injus-
tice, but of iniustice in general. That was a
hint that the rbvolution would, and should,

tradictions not onlv between oDDressors
and the onnressors i that was the basis of
the entirettruesle - but within the ranI<s of
the oooressedi"nd also within the rank of
revoli-rtionaries and between the two allied
forces.

Lenin had written that there were three
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sources of Marxism, namely, political econ-
omv. philosophv and socialiim; that Marx-
isrriwas "lnt6eril" and "harmonious", and
"irreconcilablE wilh anv form superstition,
reaction or defence ofiiourgeois reaction";
and that the "Marxist doctrine is omnipo-
rent because it is true". I read this and irn-

riddleofhistotll'. Bevondthat, socialism derstood it. But,then, whatconcretelyis
recognised itseff as sdch a resolution. And Marxism? SaminAmin, in the introduction
vet inother. "Droclarnation" but one of ro one of his earliest books, Jmperlafism
irrhich t have r'emained passionate about and llneaual DeveloDment (rgzo), indi-
andwhich some of myiomrades used to cated a line of inouirv: "The critibue of
take as the root of my'tnarchism" and "ro- economism has allowed the rediscovery of
manticism". I have cited it several times in the uniw of Marxism, which is neirher an
this column. It can be put like this: Since it economit theory a sociologica'l theory nor
is not for revolutionaries to aspire to create a ohilosoohv. but the sociai scje, ce of revo
a system and a smrcrure thatwoulJi last for litionary iocialist praxis." (emphasis
ever, they should never deviate from the mine). 

-

Samin Amin. throueh his essav. The Les-
sons of cambodia (1 chapter iii his book
cited earlier) assisted me in correctly pos'
ing, and attbmpting to aili]tutr, the Cam-
bodian ouestion.

So, Sam^irAmin, whose aoth birthday an-
niversarywe are celebrating; Biodun Jeyifo
who is olderthan me bymeieBo days;and
Leon Trotsky who was assassinated Z years
ago - a revolutionary salute.
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