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tablished in Januarv 1959. Today, the
revolution is in grave danger, ttlreat-
ened, not internally try a counter-
revolution, but externally, by the rul-
ers of America, the sarne power from
which Cuba was litre atecl.

"Ihe rulers of Aneerica want the
State and Governrnent qlCuba b'v5i-
thrown; they want the Cuban society,
as presently constituted, dissolved;
they want the Cornmunist Party pro-
scribed, Fidel Castro and other party
and state leaders kiiled or at least per-
manent[y neutralised. and a new soci-
ety. rnodelled on Puerto Rico. con-
structed; they want Cuba to revert to
its pre-1934 status when under the so-
called Platt Agreement, enshrined in
the1901 "constitution," Cuba was vir-
tually an American protectorate. In
short the rulers of America want to
reverse the course of Cuba's history
and thereafter, as victor and conquer-
or, set about re-writing the accounts
of the world-historic events with
which Cuba and its revolutionary
leadership have been identified.

But then, Cutra is not Russia, and
Cubans are not Russians. Russians
had never been directly coloniged or
enslaved by American imperalists in
their own land" But Cuba and Cubans
had suffered both indignities. Those
who are today puzzled by the reso-
ruteness of the Cuban people 

- in
the rnidst of hardship 

- and the un-
diminished popularity of its leader-
ship shauld appreciate this humiliat-
ing national experience" The national
and nationalist consciousness which
grew out of this bitter experience has
remained and has grown stronger

)
over the vears"

On the eve of the 1959 Revolution, By Edwim Nladunagu manifest.
Within four years of victory iltriteracy

was wiped out; school enroknent rose
froryr 0"82 rnillion in 1958 to 2.21 mil-
trion in 1968, that is an increase of 170
per cont.'llhe population had only in-
creasod by 25 per cent" Within the same
period (1958-L968) the nurnber of hos-
pitals increased frorn 57 to 170 and
those in the rural areas f,rom one ta 47:
polyclinics increased zero to 250; the
total nurnber of hospital beds in the ru-
ral areas increased frorn 10 to 1,300;
and the tothl number of medical and
dental clinics in the rural areas in-
creased from zero to 50. Unemploy-
ment was wiped out.

Between 1965 and 1990, life expect- other thanancy greu/ from 67 years to 76 years; combatantinfant mortality decreased from 38 to freedom and dignity.

sistance to the African dontinent than
any other country has done. AII the
main armed organisations which fought
wars of national liberation in the 1960s,
1970s and !.980s, including the ANC,
SWAPO, ZANU, FRELIMO, PAIGC
and the ETHIOPIA owed a lot to
Cuba's combative solidarity. In Ethio-
pia and Angola thousands of Cuban sol-
diers - mainly youths 

- took part in
co;nbat. Not less than I5 African c,oun-
tries are still making use of Cuban doc-
tors, technicians and engineers. Even in
this difficult pedod, not less than

SuCdenly tragedy struck. With the
collapse of Cuba's main allies and
trading partners in Fastern Europe
(1989"1991) the scale swung in favour
of the imperalists who now want to
press that geo-political advantage to
solve the "problem of Castro's Cuba"
once and for all. They have so far
failed.

The imperialists know the invasion
of Cuba will be catastrophic and have

at least for now - ruled out that
option. For Cuba is not Puerto Rico,
Panama or Grenada. They know that
no other regime in the world enjoys
the credibility and solidarity which the
Cuban regime enjoys amongst its peo-
ples. They know that for almost four
decades Fidel Castro and his revolu-
tionary associates have known no life
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22,000 Africans are pursuing-various
courses, free qf charge, in Cuban col-
leges and universities.
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that the invasion of Cutra will immedi-
alely invite violent reirclions across
the globe 

- 
in Latin Arnerica, Eu-

rope, Af,rica, the Middle East and
Asia. 
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For 35 years the C\rban Revolutiorr
has remained armed and vigilant. For
so long Fidel Castro has enjoyed no
rest, no holiday; nor has he removed
his combat fatigue. lle has no family,
no property, no privacy" He lives
solely for the peoplo. History has so
far produced very few figures like
that.

To Revolutionary Cpba at 35, a sa-
lute!


