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Let me conclude by summaris-
some other areas of the Constirution
require critical're-examination. the
is the impeachment of public offlcers.
simple suggestion here is that refer-

and whose chairpersonship is rotaticnal^
The same gors for the posirion of State
Goyernor. In the altemative - and I knorr
meny porver bloc politicians

the President and Cor
elected. should be empowered to ap:preiv11

their deputies, r

commlssloners
the same rvav ministers and
arc appointed. 

-fhey 
shoul,i

also be removable in

ter 3 (Citizcnship) and Chapter 4 (Funda-
mental Humao Rigbts) - should be made
justiciable. I v*ai recently readirtg an
exchange tietween Joseph Stalin of the
Soviet Union and Mao Zedung of China on
economic restructuring of socialist soci-
eties after the devastation of World War IL
Stalin had writteo a small book on the sub.
ject and had. perhaps, sent Mao a copy.
After reading it, Mao mrde a one-senrence
comment: -Comrade Stalin is writin_s
about the development of things, not thE
development of people" - concrete and
historicallj determined living people. I
was temptd to make a similar comment
after re-reading Chapter 2-1 of the 1999
Constitution.

ing
that
first
My
ence should be to the total number of sears
prescribed by law for the particular legisla-
tive body undertaking the impeachmenr.
Another area is the positive of Vice-Presi-
dent and Depury Covemor. \Iy su_egestion
here is that the position of presidenr shoul,l
be replaced with Presidential Councii
'whose members represent definite entities

this -

ple, isn't it?
Chief Justice

rvould love
'ernors. oncc

the same wa1'. Sim-
of impeachment, thc'

or ChiefJudge takes over as
Interim President or Interint Governor
pending elections within 90 days.

Finally, on the deployment of coercive
agencies of the state ir is suf{'icient ro note
that without the concentration of porvers or
armed coercion in one person. rhe constitu-
tional and political travesties that Nigeria
witness

In case

in Anambra, Oyo. Bayelsr and
states would not have taken place.Plateau

CTOMETIME in the late 1980s, the
Dpotirict! Ereup to which I belonged
met to coosidei the drafu of a new cou-.'stitudon 

aDd a oew programroe. The ttyo
assignments had been given to the same
committee - for. we knew or rather,
thought that we knew, the intimate con-
nection htween what a group says it
wans to do,and how it organises itselfto
do it. This assumption was to be serious-
ly questioned at the meeting, The drafu
were duly.presented. Of the critical
points raised against the documents, the
one that attracted the most intense debate

- from which we all learnt - was the
"abstract nature" of the drafts.

task in designing a constitution - any
consrirution at all - is to settle the ques-
tioa of fundamental principles and the
concrete programme to realise pinci-
oles. ThEn conles the afliculation oi the
hur.n con,.onity to be mobilised to

sions - arnounting to an .ntirely new con-
stitution.

Chapters one to four of this Consti-
tution are of critical importance. They can
be regarded rs self-definition and funda-
mental principles. For this reason. they call
for a thoroueh re-exarninrtion to eliminate
ambiguities ind nrake some key provisions
more expJicit in their implications. Chapter
I, tilled "Ceneral Provisions" and covering
l? sections. first says that lhe Constitution

:,p

to pr:\'enr this colntr)- from bein;r
into ;:encralised rnar!'hy. fascism
war. Popular democracy would

more radicrl and fundamental revi-

The comrade who opened the debate
on "abstractnesJ' simply asked the pre-
senters to delete the word "Nigeria" from
the rs'o drafu, and in its place substitute
"Kenya" or any other African country.
The iilence that greeted his proposition
was a clear suggestion that he should
continue and perform the deletion and
substitution. And he did exactly that. The
comrade's submission was that if the
substituticns were made the draft would
fit any radical group like ours in any
Aiiican country. ln other words. the
drrfts presented were for Africa, not for
Ni-zerii. There was nothing bad in rhis.
only that we should krow what question
\r'e \r'ere addressins. Then. the hard
pu:rch: the presenlers-had not been isked
ro m:ke a draft flor rn African eroup. but
tbr e Nigerian group.

The debat: that follorved rvoulJ not
be of inrerest to the Seneral reader. But at
rhe end of it all. rr'e agreed that the l-rrst

mobilisation *ithout ensuring the actiril r
potential existence of a capable politicat
agency is, to say the least, irresponsible or
e3capist or both.

. Then follows the listing and worting-
out ofthe structures and organs of the polit-
ical agency and the relationships between
them. What remains after the preceding
steps can be carried out in a relaxed mar
n€f, fleshing out the drafts. ensuring. its
cahercnce, eliminating contradictions
and/or indicating_ contradictions that can
only be eliminateC either &rough the work-
ing of the emersent basic document. or
through the economic and socio-political
development of the entitl' or both. Then of
course, follorvs the supply of explanatory
notes, addendums and appendixes. But
efforts should be made to prevent the main
document bet'omirg too rerbose or bulk;-,
like the Nigerian Constiturion.

I have since learnt that some of the prin-
ciples and prt-''edures li::ed above can be
applied to th: ;er i:rs oi a country's Consti-
tution .or the dratiing of an entirely new
one. And I believe that th. ruling blocs in
Nigeria have no*' realised that their 1999
Constitution ior the Fecleral Republic of
Niseria has broken down. and that a thor-
ou-shlv r.:vir:d Constit::ion is now an
im-meilirrc i:ip:r:rtive. Th: suggestions
bffered below are, hcqever. for r minimal
revrsl0n
plunged
or'civil
demand

realise the programme. Then follows
selt'-exeimination that is, the examination
oi rh: political asency to undenake the

mass mobilis:tion. li thcre are probiems
here. ycu go back to the programme - tbr
to prescribe a programme entailing ntass

boundary adjustment - entails a review of 1ly simple susgesrion here is rhar the
rhe Constitution. But we know that this provi.ions in'Cn:rptiiZ-apd also in Chap-


