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iTragedy and farce in Nigerian politics
El ruPOruCH }ftBel, oc lgth century
-1. idealist Germn philosopher, once

stratc agains the pact. Chicf Obafcmi
Awolowo wb, as Presi&nt of the Action

By Edwin Madnnagu
observed that all evcots and personagas of
importance in histry occurred twicc.
Rcading thc text scveral decades later,
Karl Marx commented that Hegel forgot
to add that thc first occurrcnce was always
a fagedy, ard the second a farce. The re-

against thc indeperdcnce, integrity and
honour of Oe nigerian nation ii gencrat
and against the patriotic and radical-forces
ia Nigeria, in particular.

Y* -tt 
uf 38 ycars after tbe uagic epi-

sodc rclatcd abovc, precisety on Julv'8.
1999, some mcmbers'of the Nigcrian Stn-
atc scrved notice of a motion whhh read,
hpaft
'ln vicw of tbe fact that dezrccraric !ov-

emmeot ia Nigeria tlas beer rather uosta-
ble and vulnerablc m military incursims;
and considcring th fact that there have
bccn eight coupsd'etat in Niguia since in-
dependence in 196& and alsb the neid to
uphold, protect, maintain arnd Ueasure
democratic principles, values and stnrc-
turcs-in Nigeria, the Seuate do hereby di-
rect that thc government ofthe Federai Re-
public of Nigeria should imrnediately cm-
merrce negotiation and sign I military Dac.t
widl the Udted States of Amcrica aid-ahy
otber dernanatic European nuion fs rhi
pnotccti0n of democracy in NigEda".

A nrmber of observatiOnS Catr be mutF
on tbis motion. First,.lhe mOtloo *aeE
bled bcforc the Nigerian Senab on the frst
annivemary of the death of MI(.O. Abiola.'-
Secondly, Abiola dicd in detention ia Abu.
ja, fficr more than four years of incarcera-
tion. duririg his.forced rieaing witlr emis-
sanes ol the government of the United
States of Arnerica. The emissaries had
come to persuade Abiola-to-remmce' his
victory in a presidentiai election whhh
many rcspected Nigerians will swear was
free, t2u and Oemocratic. Thirdly. the rro
tion was tabled by Senators whose party
claims allegialcc to the legacy of Chiei
Obafe:ni Awolowo who. as 

-t 
ei<ier uf Oo-

position in Nigerian Partiarnent in i96b.
deno*nced, lretbre the -r.ghde wodd, the
military pact qhich ths !,iigerian Gcverc-

mcnt had signed with thc British govern-
rrcot. In thc fourth placc, thc Sinators
sorgE e military pact not with any 'demo-
cratic" cornry, but specifically with the
United States'of Arneiica '.and any other
dcmratic F,uropean nation," suggesting
tbcreby cither that democracy exists only
in Amcrica and Eumpc or that only these
"hmacies" can defend democracy in
Nigoia.
I leavc $9 working out of dr€ ugly impli-

catiom of thesc observations to the, rcad-ers

Grwp_(AG), was tbc Iader of Opposition
in the House of Repr,erntatives, iddresscd
a world prcse confcrcncc in [.ondon &-

tiotrs on tbe impqarion ad bcarinc of
arms in Nigeria lxeoption of British ilili-
Ery-.vehiclcs and vehiclcs uscd by Britisb
soldicrs frocn licensing and insurance regu-
lations: etc.

pguncing-tbc military pact and dissociating
his party from it. Nigerian students abroad
also organiscd ratlies and addrcssed press The result wqrld have bcen a rrc-

any Euro- metrt. Otr January 21,
Government announccd

thc defcncc agrec-
1961, th€ Fcdcral
thc annulmcnt of

colonialism of Nigcrie,
called agreerrelt which
eni were said to havc enrered iolo with tho

Senate for conference !o dcnornce a rcplay of the so-
our trditional rul-

ccnt suggestion
a defence pacr

formed
Peoples
Coumil

. in tbc Nigerian
with the US or

pean power to defend democracy in Ni-
geria reminds me of Hegel's observation
and Marx's comment-

Nigeria became in&pendent on October
I, 1960. Thirty-five days later, on Novem-
ber 14, 1960, the Federal Govemment,

tl* pqt. This particular battle against thc
sccond enslavemcnt of or people lasted 68
oays,

The 1960 AngleNigerian Defuncc agrec-
ment u as rmnt, accorrding to the Nigerian
Federal Govcrnrncnt, to gfirantce the-secu-
rity of Nigcria against ircssible hostilitics
from aparthid South A-frica and our Fran-cophone Tbat was the official
explanatiol. But let us sce thc provisions
and implicaiioms of tbc pact to appreciatc
horl a major rragedy could be dresiril up in
idiotic platit*s.

and l-agos airyorts by the British Air Force
and thc granbg of uresticted overflyiag
and-air staging rights to British military- airi
cra& exem@{r of British soldiers 

-ftom

passport, visa, ctstom and immigration rc-
quiremeots; bgal immunity for British sol-
diec in Nigcria; exemptiou of British sol-
dierc from cwrency eichange regulations;
exemption of British soldiers from reshic-

British invadcrs, askilg them to plcase take
over our pcoplc, thek r€sourcqx and their
lands.

troopB world have been uscd

of this rticlc. We only nced !o ask somc
qucstions: Wbat has happened to the long-
esOblish€d conscnsus among Nigerian
politicians that military coups arc possiUtc
becausc of tbc support or aiquies&nce of
the pcorplc and tbat a military-coup can be
stqpcd or-frustratcd by the Nigcrian peo-
ple thcmsclves? Was tbc Senate motion an

There were, of cqrne, sccrct prolocols
accompanying the agreemens, which
would havc providcd for th mcchanisms
for the_use ofBritish troops in political cri-
ses.and g'-uqgfes in Nigeria. Bdtish troops
stationed il Nigeria world havc been usid
against the peoph of the Middle Belt, espe-
cially the Tivs,6ring their srruggle forlo
cal autonomy in. rhc first half of 1960s.

by the alliane of the Northern
Congress (NPC) and the National
of Nigerian Citizens (NCNC) and

(

undcr the prime minisrenhip of NPC's Al-
haji Tafawa Balewa, p$lished the draft of
a defence pact it had entcred with the Brit-
ish govemment. Ttrc pact must hdve heen
signcd before independence, that is, be-
fore Nigcria becamc politically free, but
for soup neasons - it was made sccreie
until Novembcr 14. Fivc days later, on
Novemlhr 19, the Holse of Represcnta-
tives, thc lover chambcr of the National
Assembly sitting in tagos, ratifie.d the
pact. Known officially as the Anglo.
Nigerian DetLnce Agrcemcnt" the paa
was ratified by 166 voes to 37.

But just when the govemmenr dro!,lght
the maner was closed, popular forces vleot
itrto action. Tbe student movement, Jrgar
ised in the Nationel Llnion of Nigerian
Studetrts (MJNS), and its affiliates" the
worters' rnovcrnent, militant nal.ionalists
p"d rrdic.l youths. organised mainly-irn
tlre Nigerian Youth C+ngress (NI'C), nno-

$lised and moval inro L agos tu d...,r,':'n-
(

The agrcemcat, w_hicb the newly inaugu-
ratcd govemment of Nigeria entered into
with our fanncr enshvers provided among
o!q1 th+gr; fm thc srationing of British
sofdiers in Nigeria and thc use of Nigeria as
a basc for aly rr,ar in which, Britain was
involved; thc participation of Nigerian
troopr in British wns including the civil
war in Nortbsn lrelan( the usc of Kano

exprcssion.of lack of faith' in the 1999
Coinsdartion which cnjoins the people to
oppo$e a military hke-over or was it aii
cxprEssim of lack of faith in thc poople?
Wa* tbe Scnar mion a continuaiim. bv
sore othcr mcstrb, of tbe sEuggle betw-eeir
thcporra bloe in Nigeria?

I conclude with a message: Civen the
preseoc slavish disposition of Nigerian pol-
iticians and the cirrent politicil rend in
the wuld, the United States of Arncrica
ard its allies in Europe will not necd r
*i-llqny p"ct to intcrvenc in Nigeria" T.-,
will intervenc if it is in their inte-rest to do
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"democracy,"" which
in the case of Abiola

essarily liave been able the mili-

Out ftdter subverted) - but to maintein
Nigeria in its slavish role in the so.called
global villagc.

If tbe abortive military paci of 15k50 nau
a tragcdy, thc Senate motion of I99{ s.as a

show*, the

tary coup
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