
GUARDIAN,Thrnsday, Febnrry 25, L993

this instalment on the neo-

state
transformation of the Nige-
we try to trace the political
of this regime indicating

Traj ectory of neo-fascism o Formation of the National Gusd

i
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'states and local gov-
bringing their num-t

i

urd leftists: October l. 1990 indicated
as the day power would be handed
over to democratically elected gov-
emmexrt; Lifting of the ban imposed
by the Buhari-Idiagbon regime on the
National Association fo Nigerian Stu-
dents (NANS) and Nigerian Medical
Association (NMA).

o Execution of Ceneral Vasta and
others (March): The trial panel was
headed by General C.B. Ndiomu and
the execution was annowrced by Cen-
eral Domkat Bali.

o Snrdent-Worker uprising across
the univenities; Killing of four stu-
dents of Ahmadu Bello University
(ABU), Zaria; proscription of NANS
and de-affiliation of ASUU from the
NLC (June); The Commission of In-
quiry ttrat investigated the crisis was
headed by Justice Mustapha Akanbi.

O Inauguration of the Structural Ad-
justment Programme (SAP) and the
Second Tier Exchange Market
(SFEM), (July). SAP was inEoduced
as a means of solving the nation's
economic crisis but within the context
of the economic system that was
backws{ imperialistdominated and
intemally exploitative. SAP does no:
intend to reverse these three dominant
fearures of the Nigerian economy.

O Removal of Navy Commodore
Ebinr Ukiwe as Chief of General Staff
md his replacement by Rer Admiral
Augustus Aikhomu f.or allegedly ti-
sisting that he was the Number Two vr
the military govemment, (October).

O Some categories of former public
officers and politicians banned from
the umsition politics.
1987:o
O Appointment of a l3-member Na-

tional Question Implementation Panel
headed by kofessor J. E. Inikari.

o Report of tlre Political Bureau
(March 1987); A 9-member panel
headed by General Paul Omu and in-
cluding Professqr Ikerma Nzimiro, a

By Edwin Madunztgu
leftist, set up to draft a White paper on
the report. Newswatch magazine
closed down for prematwely prblish-
ing the Report (April); Political
Bureau's report submitted to govem-
me,nt (March); White paper on the Po-
litical Bureau's Report prblished. In it
the govemment rejected the core of
the report, including the recommenda-
tion for socialist transformation and
the holding of a national referendum.

o The ban on ll labour leaders in-
cluding Imoudrl Goodluck and- S.U.
Bassey, lifted (May)
o Setting up of: MAMSER (Directo-

rate for Mass Mobilisation), headed
by Jerry Gana, a leftist; NEC (Na-
tional Electoral Conrmission) headed
by Professor Eme Aw4 a leftisq

o State Appointments given to al-
most all the people,who served on the
Political Bureau.

o Appointment of the Transition to
Civil Rule Tribunal with Justice Fred
Anyaegbunam as chairman.

O The Transition rro-gramme an-
nounce( handover date shifted from
October 1990 o October 1992.
1988:

e The Delegates Conference of/re
Nigeria Labour Congress (IJLC)
aborted, (Benrn, February): Integlht of
the Nigerian state suspected. '

o Govemr,rent' take-over nf NLC
(Marctu 1988)

o Corutiurent Assembly set-up (in-
undared with state ap,piontees urd
suporters) to delibrue on the con-
servative draftprepared by the CRC

o Proscription of ASUU (Academic
Staff of Universities) (Jure) for going
on strike,

o Attack on "extremists" and. "radi-
cals" initiated.

o Nation-wide worker-snrdent rios
against increases in the prices of pe-
troleum products, brutally suppressed.

leadership elected for the
interest of the Nigerian

stepped up.
l99l:
o Creation of

emment areas

(May).
a A ban plrced on

cal organisations,

oAnew
NLC: The

on recalling theh it is not because
we.wish to re{pen old wounds but
because the present cannot be under-
stood without ow doing so.
1985
o The Coup (August 27) led by

General Ibrahim Babangida; as-
sumed the title of president and is-
sued a proclamation on Human
Righs; Repeal of Decree 4;'Release
of detained politicians and journal-
rsts.

O Indicative appointments: General
Domkat Bali (Minister of Defence);
Colonel John Shagaya (Minister of
Intemal Muirr)t but Col Anthony
Ukpo (Minister of lnformation);
Prince Bola Ajibola (Minister of Jus-
tice).
o Dhsolution of the Nigerian Secu-

rity oganisarion (NSO) and the build-
ing of the State Security Service
(sss).

O National debates on IMF md
Counter-Trade initiated by 0re gov-
emment (Setrernber-December) ; The
result was the popular rejection of
the IMF loan; but this was later con-
strued as public ryproval for the in-
troduction of the Suucnral Adjusf
m€,nt Prograrnme (SAP).
'o Discovery of a coup plur said to
have been inspired and codinatod by

'Major-General Mamma Vatsa, a
member of the Armed Forces Ruling
Courrcil (AFRC), and jmior rmy of-
ficers.

O Anmuncement of the discovery
r" rs made by General Domkat Bali,
and the press briefing was directed
by Colonel Anthony Ukpo.
1986 1

O lnauguration of the Nitional Polit-
ical Debate undet a l7-member Po-
litical Bureau dominated by liberals

state suspected (December).
bers in the coutry to 30 ard 589

1989:
respectively (August).

a Arrest and detention of'13o The AFRC dissolved, and another former public officers and leading
politicians for contravenhg thereconstirute4 by the Preside,nt (Feb,ru-

dv).
oProfessor Eme Awa removed as

terms of the ban placed on them
(November).

chairman of NEC and replaced by 1992:Professor Nwosu.
Transition O Re-organisation of the ransition

interest of time-table, putting the National As-
sembly elections before the presi-
dential elections.

a SAP relief fir wqrters and de-
regulation oT exchange rates
(March).

o Coqrtry-wide riots agairlSt eo-
nomic hardship, ethnic, dominationTtreatre, 20): The inter-

est of state and the transition Programme

O NL,C workshop on the
(Calabar, April 2-6);' The
the state indicated.

O The ban on open political activities
lifted, and simultaneously impossible
conditions for registering political par-
ties armormced (May 5)..
o Proclarnation of Labour Pafiy (fut

la SAP conference pre-
from

(June

larin as chairman, weeks after the vet-
eran radical was humiliated by the
state.
1990:

Middle-Belt Forum,
Elders'

presidential aspirants (November).
c Nigeria l,aboruCongress dele-

gates' conference (Abuja, De.€mber
I-2); Inrerest of ttrd stari lnaicarca.
o Inauguration of the Nationrh:iAs-

sembly in Abuja (December 5). n

o Dissolution of AFRC and its'iie-
placement by NSDC.

O Swearing-in of chairman and
members of the Transition Courpil.

Indicative designations: General
Sari Abacha (Defence); Abdulrah-
man Okene (hternal Affairs); Dzt
Clement Akpamgbo (Justice); Com-
rade Uche Chukwumerije (nforma-
tion).

o The Zango-Kataf trial and judg-
ment

politi-
the

o Major changes, in the strrrcture and
composition of the Federal Gov-
ernement announced: General' Bali's
retirement from the Armed Forces and
the Govemment, raising the National
Question debatg Coup acempt fol-
lowed by arrcss and harassment in
April.
o Trials and executions of cotrp plot-

ters: Trial was presided over by Gen-
eral Ike Nwachukwu.

o The inauguration and First Na-
tional Conventions of the SDP ard
NRC (Abuja, July): The interest of the
state indicated.
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The 13

set up by the govemment
tion from

Bank withTaiSo- 27, 1993 and

of the the Transi-


