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TITHEN I activated my cell phonc in
YY the m,-,rni,rg of Wcdnesday, Atrgrrst

13, 2OO8, a text message litelrtllyjumpod
at me. Scnt earlier that moming, al. 1.4,5

a.m.. were two (rucstiorts: ":Whv is i[ that
none ofNigcliar.s urilitiuy nrlerc could be
like Nassei or Gaddrrfi, or Rawlings?"
and "Why did ilre pro-democracy move-
ment (iu Nigeria) shy away Ilom stmg-
slinc for power in 1999?" The name of
fhe "senddr was nof auached, but the
nurnber ofthe phone was there.

I thoueht over the matter for some-
time, and -ilecided to ring up the num-
ber. An adult male voice attsweled rttc.
He refused to distlosc his identity,
explainirrg that his posi[iort irt Nigt'r'ia
would not neltnit ltirn to do so, Ih: lttcl
known rneibr a lotrg titnc, lrad lirllowutl
mvwritinss. and corrld cvcu rcuattl ltirrr-
."if 

". 
ofr"' of nry studcnts. l slrr-rtrltl

answer the questions in lny colurrrn. II I
found it convenient to do so. The lirrc
went dead.

The first question to settle was, of
course, whethei I was dealing with an
agent prcvocatelt.r, a person who, for
whatever reasons wa.nied to "draw rne
out". I quicldy dismissed the thought.
His queltions irre sub.iects I frequently
Louch uoon in nrv colunn - either direct-
lv or tairsentiallir. The second issue was
'rirh"th.. 1lr" ttuo quest:ious wet'e related.
The answer is yes, even if nry interroga-
tor was not conscious of this. I'Iis two
questions are thernes in the cdtique of
r-adical politics in Nigeria, and they deal
wilh the question of power, the ultinrate
question -in politica. During General

#.Ibmhim Babangida's transition, and up
0o the election ol' General Olusegun
Obasanjo as Presidelt in 1999, this was
one ofthe most frequent subjects I dealt
with - in mv column and in our rnove-
ment. Mv iosition therr was thut t]re
radical mbvbrnent did not think tlrat the
capture of state power should bc an
immediate political objective.

Going back to the questions, I would
like to assume that this compatfiot was
asking fol dialogue. In other ivords, that
he was asking for my cornments on the

questions, rather than "answers", that I
ias not being examined, or usked to con-
sult and intemret an oracle. I a.lso assume
that the comfratriot considered the ques-
tions to be sujficiently of public inter'6st. I
think I am right to also assurne that the
comoatriot cbnsidelcd it rrnl'ortunate
that'aNasser, or Gitdtl:rli, or llawlings (or,
iudced, a Sarrka.rl.) tlirl uol. ctnerge in
Nigt:ri:r; itrrrl tlrll lrt'rr'grtltcd that
Nig<'riirs prrr-tlt'nrot'r:rt'y utovt:rttcnt did
rr0l prrslr krt powt'r ur l1)lX).

Itinally I irsstttttt: l.ltttl wlt:tl Llrr'(:ompa-
Lliot Ir:rrl irr rrtirul by "puslrirrg lirl power"
wa.s stlrrggliug I'ot lxrwt'r llttorrgh thebal-
Iot lxrx, intl rurt [ltrottglt u It'volttlion or
insrrrnr:[iort. All nrtllrtxls ol' rrrtttittg to
l)ow(,r w('l (:, rtl'trrttt sr', lrislorir':rll-y irtlmis-
sil)kr. ltlrt. I rlon'1. l.lrirrk ttty "sl.ttdent"
worrld lx: tsl'ittg ntt, [.o ttst' 'l'ltr' (luar<]ian
to cxplirirr wlty:t tttttvt:trtt'rrl lo wlriclr I
belong ditl nr.rt, ol rrrttkl rt()1., slirgc ittl
insurrection.

With these assutuptiturs wt: trtiry ltxrh at
the questions morc cltrscly - lirl tlrr' ptrt'-
pose of commcntirtg ott lltctrt, ttrlt
oansweting" them, sint't l.ltt'rt' :trt' tttl
"answers" as such. Ou tlrt: Iirst. rltrcstiott I
would like to believe thr[. tlrtr cotrtl>itl,rittl.
was lumoins three lbntttt Aliir';rrr rrrili-
tary rulers" (Nasscr, (.lirrltl;rli rtrttl
Raivlings) together ou au:ottttl. o[ l.ltt'
soace constraint itnuosctl hv tltc tttt:rlittttt
ht used. In polirica) Iristtrty, Nrrsst:r itrrd
Gaddafi could be callcd "railicirl tt,lirt'ttt-
els" and "modernisers". Rawliugs btlongs
to a different category atrd cau t:vt'tt lx'
separated into two: Rawlings (l), llrc lirsl.
corning (t979); and Rawlilgs (ll), thc
secondcoming (1982 - 1992). I may irlso
insert here that I believe we iu'e cuttsidt:r-
iug Nasser, Gaddafi aud ltawlings in con-
tlast to Idi Amin, Bokassa ol Mobrrt.rr, Ibt'
exarnple.

We have said that the (rnilitary) cxam-
ples given by rny compatriot - Nassct;
Gaddafi and Rawlilgs - belong to two
categories. In the fit's[ category are

Bv lJrlwirr Matlunagiu

Two questions from a compatriotil$;+ffiif,fu[1**X.
respective cruntrics. Niusst'r iurd Gaddafi ^^^I"rh:I:b* 

come to the compatriot's

L*'"is"d^tr- it e ratric^r (",j',:;lil;i'.""dti ::fi1*#"##H#rh1.*1,T,- 3,i,,,0i3;

#ff,T.fits"#ffi :JH:H:',il^',{Hltl3:u-^fli:,,,y**'i;Srf,"i;d$-*fJ
tonc€l context: revoluf,ronaly lermctlt ,r'). D"mo"rltic Coalition (NADECO), formed
the civil s-ogrety agf radicalised Y,nss.gl' i-"-i;;il]ffi';;il';{tc;#ii'5riri
the armed torces. lhese radrcal-\ungs drd ebaJlizr's 

"ooo. 
a part of Nigeria,s pro_

not emerpe .spontaneously. They 
. lqd f;Li,".ii,ii rl",#;;*#ri i+; ,h"; ili+i'r[t

Dcen Oeve-loPrng lor several years wrunn ,, 5v mainstrearn ooliticians to fiSht
ttro anned torces. lt rs arso xnorvntlll Alru"fro, rnilitary dittatorship, part"of
sr,vcr.rloftheofrcerswhotookpptlTlh" itl;j|.i{ pi.o-d"rio"ru"y movrimeht? Wty
I,)gyptirurandLilyanoperationshad.been *r3*.rio'"i"t il"-;t6'nirl.i.-.J'tr" t*o

i;:ix:'i['J':Ti:H'T.liil:i,".i,TTlf,f3ii efml*ilff',Y:'",:$;i.B':,*f]]l,i*Hyinterwention' " "ratic 
r"Ie in the country' And they actual-

l,et me now take the liberty of k?;;;ht. -
addressing-my compatriot.lf mJ "sh- - -- '. But, then, what happened?
dent". In 1977, an itnp-oftant.book_**. Th."" main oolitical'parties emeised in

:xl$:ffd;:"*iill,:i1,Y.fiT,iiT;o':,Ifr ilr"r.Y'*rr";"-:slL:'i':*,..',"*rur"*;tnd Politics. It was a.,, thor'oughly (pDp), the Allia'nce fbr De.rocrncy (AD)
researched, and intcllectually cngaging, ;;;-ft;;'Ali-p""pt"r Forry <aril"*ti"tibook. lt askecl and answelco scveral later became Al] Nigeria Peoples Party
questions, includinq why do ploqressive i pil. if ii-"";^iu?ioiti.irivttrnrit-"
coups take plSfs and some suceeed, whrle I'eadersLips of at least two of these parties,
otlrers, laili YYhy do reacuonaly cgups the pDP and the AD, were initially consti-
take place and solne succee-d, wtnle otners tuted bv the cores of NADECO and G-84.

illl#"i':tI*ll'ti;.filtf i#ilf#triffi gs";,#'}"+[T$"ffi "*lil"?"lfl ;
Sot.iology ofthe arrny, the dialectical rela- presidehcv and the maioriry <rT tlre stltes;
tiortship between the army,.as a coercwe AD caotured all tlie stuLes in the
irrsl"itrrl"ion of.the_state, on the one llmd, Southwist geopolitical zone; and AN?P
anrl tlre pe,ople,,thevarious social,class"s ;;fu";A th[ rcmaining states.
trul l.lre political system, on the other- S.. a sirnolelnswer to nlv com-

Wrtldis'book also traces tfie.origil of patriot's second qu'estion would be that
tlrt, arrnies of some countries --including iii;;.rd. oro-de,iocracv movement. or a
Nigrrria _- I,M.h_qle c9]pl had-taken pQce .il!;-6l,i"i ."s,ri".,t oi ii, not only pushecl
sincc World War lI. One of'his co,l,c!u; io[ rfwci: in'igge/S9, 6ut acruilly ca
sions w:x that some arrnies rn.the .tnlro ture4 prwer. But this would be u 

"y"rl.tiWorld lrad not transcended their anti-lib- ;;;;; Mt .r"potriot *n"ia 
"ot 

lie sat-
oratiou and mercenary -origins.- Sevett i.fr"6 *t'it. Noi *""ta I. The problem is
ycil.rs carlicr,in t97O^, Rglt-r }irst, the wrtc. with the definition of Nigeria,s pro-
of latc. Joc Slovo, lrontline -q,lgg!' ot 6*,no".acy movement in rg;9s/SS, ^and

lroth the Communist Par{^an{, {r;9., ul.o iodiv. It would be impoisibie to con-
Niptional Congress (ANC) o,"f South Afiica, ;#.':i#;;";ti"iiU.v"iit-if," p.i"i *"
lrad Put.out a rn3s,sjy.e study titled, /!" trn"" ,o*i.*lr"d uritil the teim *pro-
barrcl ,ot a E7.]D; Yoltl.tclll_poweI .tn,ffIlC? dernocracy movement" is re_conceptu-
zutcl tlrc t'oup tlctat. NlSella tales uP alised.

Nasser (tigypl, ll)5'l ) :ur(l ( l:rrklali (Libya,
D69). Rawlirrgs orcttlics llrc st'trrtrd cat-
egory. We rrr:ry lilsl rlislxrs,' ,rl'llrc latter'.
The Rawlirrgs ;,1 t,'ttottt,'tun (( ilr;rrta), a^s

also noted, r:ln lx' split irtlrt l.wo: Iirst
coming (Jttnt: - St'pl ttt tl rrr l !)'/l)) :rrrtl stx-
ond cominr. (l!)ttz - lr,:):l). l'lris srtottrl
coming oi'll:rwlin1i,, is, itt s.v.r:tl
respects, t'orttprtr:rlrI' willt (it'trcr:tl
Ibrahim Bab:tngitLrls tcgitttc irt Nigr:tirt
(19gS - 1993): t:lrru'ir;rrtir, yorrlltlirlnt'ss,
"uooulisrn". out'tr tt:tliottitl rlt'lritlcs, lx't'-
sbtld couiug" arul rxr':tsi,tt:rl rrrIltf.ss-
ness, but eventual stttrt'tttl.'t lo itttlx'rial-
isrn, neoliberialisttr, sl.rt ttrl.t t ttt.l lt I i r rst -
ment programmes, Workl llrrrk, lMli,
and finally, plans lor st'lllsttt't'r'ssiott
which succeEded witlr llrrwlirrl;s irt
Ghana, but failed wil.lr ll:rlr:rrrgirlrr iIr
Nieeria." We rnav therelblt' rrtttcltrlr llt:tl
Nigeria has, in'fact, prodruttl n llrrwlirtgs
with respect to his sct:utttl cotrtittli.
Nigeria has also produced :r Ilrrwlirrgs irr
ilre sense of the latter's firsl. trrtrrirrg. ll wr'
.iuxtapose Nigeria (JaDuitry ll,, ll)(i(;)
with Nigetia (July 29, 19b'6), yorr will gtl
ulrc fir'st coming of Rawlings - itt t ottlt:ttl,
if not in lbrm.

To the fir'st category of 'lnilit.rrly cxir.llr-
ules" - Nassel and Gaddafi - tla.tt lrt:;ttltlt'rl
'Iho*.. Sankara of Bulkina liiuso wlto
wrs assassinated on Noveurbcr 15, Il)87
We have referred to them im "r'rulit'itl
rclblmers" and "modernisers". II yorr Iikr'
you may add the qualifiers "lcli.isl." lrrrl
"socialiCt", or even Marxist - as itt lhc t:a.str

of Sankara. They and the reg;itucs tlttry
irtaugurated can also be dtlsr:ribotl ix
anti-fcudal zurd antlimperiar.list,.

So. why did a Nasser, or a Gir<ltllli, rtot

"rnerge 
in Nigeria? TIte Iilst obsu'vatiorr

I want to malie is that these anny ollictrrs
crnelued not as isola[ed radical alrrrv rll'li-

".,.. 
ii,r,r', the alrncd lblces ol'-thcir

"t
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