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,f erty line world-wide is growing in abso-
lute and relative terms. In every continent
of the world. in every region, in every
country. including those^ countries ruled
by caiies tundamintally opposbd to Maix-
ism, the Marxist ideolbgy lives with'con-
crete manifestations including: humarr ad-
herents, political parties, mass orgairisa-.
tions, ideological influences in the educa-
tional system, publications, armed and un-
armed rebellions, representation or pres-
ence in institutions including state institu-
tions. A socialist has just won the presi-
dential election in Chile more than 26
years after Augusto Pinochet and his im-
perialist backers proclaimed the ideology
dead. Marxism is alive in Nigeria, and ef-
fectively so. The world has of course wit-
nessed rapid changes in the balance of
ideological and political forces in the past
one decade. The marxist ideology has also
lost grounds globally and nationally. But
this is not strange in human history which
is punctuated by waves and cycles.

The strange life-styles and mannerisms
associated with Nigerian marxists are
products of their confrontation with reali-
ty. They are products of contradictions
and live in contradictions: They reject the
present order of things -something only
symbolically - but they are in it. They
have one foot in the present and the other
in a future that is not well defined and
cannot be well defined.'I'trey reject capi-
talism. but they reproduce their lives and
carry on their struggle in the capitalist po-
litical economy. They knorv what culture,
traditions and family are and the social
roles played Lry them; but they are irr those
institutions. i may add here that, in gener-
al, any genuine revolutionary must be a

bundle of contradictions. There is only
one solution to the oddity of Nigerian
Marxists -indeed of all revolutionaries:
the revoiution. There are. of course, op-
portunists and careerists in the marxist
movement. just as in the lurger society.
The difference horvever is that in this
moveilent, these weaknesses are regardetl'
as such. and battled.

Il eAnblC through Reuben Abati's
.[f.ufticte, Where Zre the Marxists?,
pubtished in Tte Gusdian of Friday' Jan-
iarv Zt,20m, I felt therc was a Pblic
duw to respond to some of the issues he

toulh"d up6n. But in deciding to enter this
resoonse, I cautioned myself against abus-
ing the forum by, for instance, writing
wf,at he would label a "Marxist article".
My public duty is to answer and explain,
as simply and effectively as I can, not to
defend or oolemicise. Three months be-
fore Abati'i article appeared. another writ-
er, Wale Okediran, had.contributed in this
same newspaper, an opinion article which
was titled Marx: Not the millennium man
(october 24,1999),a response to my ear-
lier essav on Karl Marx. The articles by
Abati a;d Okediran are complementary.
Incidentally, I am sentirnental about my
relationships with these younger, but very
brieht, friEnds of mine. Abati was mY

forirer colleague on the Editorial Board of
The Guardian and a first-class student in
the university where I had taught.
Okediran was a brilliant student of mine
in the high school. I cannot pretend to be
teaching them now; I can only respond, in
public interest, to the questions they had
raised.

Reuben Abati began his anicle with the
questions "Where are the Marxists?" and
ended with Karl Marx? Candidly, who is
that? kt me expand and extend the ques-
tions: Who are these Nigerians called
Marxists? What are they? What are their
relationships with Nigeria and Nigerians?
I answer and say that Nigerian Marxists
are Nigerians; they are not aliens. In fact
most of them are from the interior parts of
the country where it is not easy to confuse
them with alien refugees or illegal immi-
grants. These are, however, objective
facts, accidents of birth, so to say, over
whic'lr they have no control. To strengthen
the obiective facts we have the subjective
credentials: Nigerian Marxists rre con-
scious and cornmitted nationalists and pa-
triots. Therefore the nationality and citi-
zenship of Nigerian Marxists cannot be in
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