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{JnCerstanCing tlae c&srrent situat{on
By Edwin lJladunagu

fA-s I rr,oJ conrlrlrfir] g the rough droft olflri-s e.ssal t/rI
(/rr",,ilit i/n,,;r1, rIrr,,n/th,.{ii,i,r/i 1i\iirrli,,]? rl/tl.,
nnl"',rleI;('rj)ilr?y', l/te. \// I'ro3ersit'r r errglg55
(AlC). lfthis means - 0.s I think ir docs t/re e/ii:cri|e
cltssolrition o/t/rnr prir iorrsf c.yislilJ nr.rin f {,r1lcs
and tlttir incot porul:,,t: ttttoihc netv parqi t, E, l/,r,r
u ithJrcctions ufso,)r(,ull,,,/ funir'i ll](.n il l/r[ (] n(.u
d,ll ldpmcntr/t lrrtin: i:r ,ln1.oliri, r i:r.\r...1r rirr. ll,r
jrr ti,rns ltil{o//urr (r/id/ Iiri.,,/'( r//rA...-r;ir'/lrl.

PEFORF I uenl un rrrv Ir.r .lr,,rr l,rcal, lwas trv-
.lJing to c,rt, lr u;' q 11i,, ,,, ,, , rr r, r L irr{ r rt.an ing ctl.
the, u, r ent I,,'liLi,.rl,ir u.l i.)n rr,,rrr country. i)nL,
of my object ivcs lv.ts to i \ol,t I r I I rL' vJ r-ious elen-rents
olthis crisis.rrrrl sLl Iron, tlrey,rr c Iirrl<etl toproduce
llrr: currrrrl (oliLll(iurr. l\1y relrain, I sjid, was:
"i.rrr.r1h not, w('tl) Iol, btrt Lrrtrlerst.lnd"- In tht
Lotr r se ol tlr.rt t.xL'r r i,;r', I rec.rllei I (in th0 last piere
lx'lirr e llrt lrr r,.rk, ?,r/r,s ltltnt otrr lrtlitical hiitory,
July ts, lor]) twr) lr.rgi.coil)i..rl lroJitlcal evenis
(l9i)l .l r )rl l,)r),)). I i r rl rr r( I to cor)l i r) tlc fronr there.

Irr oil) l,)().) u nt il .l ( I rrrlrlc of nrorrlIts ago, the Niecr
ian a,ovcrnors I ol Llrr rvJs unite(l: it ltad all the 3(,
stali. I1{)\/eutors.rs nterrrbers. Irr the group werr'
stalc.L,,\i.nrur\ Pr,,tlrr, , ,i by thL.r Uling p.rry, tlrc
Peoir)cs p,,,no.r,,t it l'.rr r v (l,DP).,tr rt! Iivi oppori
tion prrties:Action (i)r rltrcss of Nigeria (ACN); Con-
gress. for Progressivo ( h.rnge (Cl,C), All Nlgeria
Peoplcs P,rny (ANPl,), All li u..lrc>sivc Crand AIIian, c
(APCAl anrl r hc I abou I I',il r y (t P).Thc florurn is a yol
LnlflryassoriatioL ll is Ir)t rl)entionetl in the Niger-
i.t;r Coi]5tiirlii)ir . rll theiclcle lias 1to
conrtil rrt iorr,rl r,'1,. irr r lri, l,olitical di'lrnration. I
rloti't Irr,,w il it rr,r. r r,'r, r.,gistercd with thc Cor-
l)ordl( nil.lir \ I 0rilil ri\\r,,n (CAC;.

Until rtr r'rtl1. Irlr,ltr,,t knowthrt tlrc fonrm h.rd
a Constitution,.l Sccrctary ar)d a Director-Gencral.
I did not knolv horv the forum selected its leaders
and spoliespersons, buthad obsen,ed that theyhad
almostalways been Pl)P govemors lvho dorlinated
the group nrrrne rically. BUt sotrt time l.rst yt ar (iov.
emor Pcter Ol,i oIAir.]il)l)t,t \l.rrc.,l Prirlir I irl rr;,
position All Pro!{rrssiv(, (;r ind AIli.rnce (AIr;I),
addressed tlre prcss allor tr rnccting ol thc Iirr.rrut.
TItclr l.,ri,l to rrirs,.ll:"lit,,r,.l,,rrPI., rrrrr'r 1,,.r,'rr
liberal". lt rv.t' rir,,rrtly,,lrrrrirri tir. (rrrI(,rrt ( r'i\r,
tlut I knely that Pctcr Ol)i 1,v.ts t ltc t)qruty (.ll,t rr ol
tlrt forLrrn and h.tcl aclrll'sscri thc press n tli.rt r.r
t)aCity

Even noul.ls I lvritc, I don't l(norvlvhich carle
before thc otlrer: thc llational goycrnors'tbrunr
or the rcgional /par t-v fomnts. Ilolveve4 in spire
of rly iunora nce ot, a nrl cl isinteresteclness in, the
,,ri.irri/,rl i')lr.'J (lct. ilr e1 1 11,, 51..'*,,.U) Lo\et'ilor \
I , 'i u in ( N{ ,l-). l h,r,l t corrr rzcd it .ts .rri irr lbrmrl
gr oi rp crc.rtcd to exert collcctive pressllre on the
"big brorlicr ", the [cder..r] C,ovprnDet)t. That
rnailc scnse to me in "r nrLtiti tier hierarchical
govcn),rnce str ucture .rnd a strong presiclency
tlt,rt t Ir,, ur []l I ] Itr r\v ulrdr JL,\. I.r],o linrh th.'l
llt, l,'r rrrrt r r'rrlrl,.rrrr l rv,r1;1, 1, 5,' lt'r,d lor utltl'l
lltirrgs, rnd that l)erv llienrlsltips and alliances,
.lcro\\ I).lrty lines, corrlrl rlcvclop within the
lirr r rr u. 'l-hc tu,o projtcr ion s havc conie to pass -
I r.lr rsli)rnti ng thc Nigcriat) Goycrnors Fonrm
( N{, I ), a irr forrrr.r I g,ll I I r,r i ng, into .t polvorlill fac-
lor in.tl)o curJCllt l)olir;cil crisii and polver
slrLrl',1]lc itl Niti('t i.t.

I lt,. r,tr roU. (,,I, l.tvr.\ r,l NiA,,r i,iil go\ ernr)rs,
llr, lilillrll lllr' Ni)1r,rr.til t,rrisl116;l FOturrr
lrl,rycrl .t L r ilir.rl rolc ilr (,crrt'r.rl Obasanjo,s re-
norlin.ltion ;l\ l)r(,sitlr.ntirl c.rrrtlitl.rteof therul-
ir rri I'r'01 rh'r I )cnt0cr.ttic I,.lr ty (l,Dp) in the 2O0l
11r.r rtr.rl rlcct ions. I u r)(ltr stin(i Ob.rsanjo had to
lreg (sorrrc sali I)rostratt bcktrc) the plipgover-
rrrr s Irr'lort' Irc wrs rrlopt ctl. In lor rled by expe-
r ier)( c, ()l)Js.tnio lir st h,rrl to "stttle accounts"
lvillr lltc lor urris.rrrrl thrir k'.rtlrr shiosbeforeim,
| "' lllrl lir\ t Itut'c ul \lrLr i,\\i,l IrreiiClrnf Ot: his
l).il I V .il)r I llr,. n.rt r, rn ir r I Irr' 2u07 pr.,slrlenti.rl
t,lecl iorr. t he governors' r olr in resolvine the
pr ol rl l u r ol- strccessor t o lr l r. l\ t'siclenr \hr' Aclua
is ur'll lirrriilrt.
\\ rr.rt rt,t.. llr. sr'.tr I rrl lit,. lr,,, r rr, ( r,,.., [,,])

lrrrrrrrr hr. r,rtlrcr, tlrc I,lrt' rl,lt,' gilr',,il)L,rs
porvt'r1 l hcr c are tlvo sourccs- Irirst, PI)i- slate
1y rvcr r ror s a re ti re lcadcrs of the pany i n th. i r re-
sl)(,r{ ivc statcs. I lt(y start(l n{)t in the statt struc-
tirri:s of their par tJ:, bUt al)ove theju, al)o!c the
statc executive com rnit tees of the parry I n fact
Ih( IDP stdtc !our.r nor\ l.rrr,,l\ det,.r :irilr,, t lrc
( ornl)osil ioD oi tJre p.rny'r rt.rrr"cr,l Lrti\ , \. A , r.r-
ccrrriye governors they havc tLlc "Jiil.tncial nus-
r It,"; tltis transl.rtrs l() lt.r\ir)l ill)ntenrepow('t.\
( ,l 

I 
,.) ( | , ,r r,l1]( . TIre )t.rt. Fovar n, )r'\ I.l r;c11 iorrr r.ot

sr.r I (, (k lcr,lt L's to n.ltional crinvcn tiiiniand this
tr,rIsl,it(.s to (loillin.rnt inllueilce it) the compo-
sil ion ol l l)r N.ttional hxccut iVL. CoDrrnittee. 

-

I I l(,\(, i)olvefs .tIe not poss{,\si{l l)ygovernors of'
r)llr(.r Ir,rrties.This is onc ol the clilfei:ences be-
I \v( ('r I r I l c l)DI, and other prtl it ical p.trties actiyc

in this political dispcnsation. These differences
rvere not deliberatelv created by anyone; they
rverc compclled hy rhe unjquc origihlr; ol rni,
l.rrty (d ( a ruJing cl,r .< p.r rry) a nd ilr mot ivc for ce.
An rulderstanding of this uniqueness, -nhich I
may call the existence in the lrlil, of mtlriple cen-
lr cs ry'lr uvitu. rdr hcr I lran a single one (lil<c rn or Iter
il).rinslreJm p,lrtics) will help u\ s((', tnorr
clearly, the power struggle going on in the coun
try - in particularlvhat happened in the Nigeriarr
Co!ernors Forum and, above all, wh.rt is happen-
inu, ir, and to, rhr ruling plrry I rr r.ry h,'r r pr oi'e5g
tlrJl the ir))nte(liJte polttlcdl lrrr Lrre olNrguri.irvill
bc (l(,rct iltinc(l nror'e by horv the cunenl ( I i\is in
|l )P i. I e\ulvc( l. or resolves itsel l, t I r: n bV r nv ut I rrr
[d( (ur \ r!e cJ n s(,c now lust a \l]lali erroi or i.rr t i..rl
r ri\,,ll, ul.lt iun oraccidcnt m.:y sutltlr'nly protlrrie
I I r i\ r r,\, .l 

r rl ion or sel [-resol trt ion even ,ri t rvritc.
n csft.rin ideological trend, strong anrl tran,

s.L.lrd ir)g class.boundaries, has existed in Niccr ian
l)ol il ics since the period ofdecolonization, i har is,
I rorn .r rorrnd I95o. This trend has existed both .n
t l1c l{iglrr and on the teJi. On the Righr it rakes this
l,,rrI: lh(.counlryncedsunirytoovercome un-
r l, r, l,.vrlol rnrcnt ; therealter rve can talk oI idet_rlo
riies ancl idcological differences; for now there is
r ro rrcerl for idcological politics because tht, coun,
( ry is r)ot I 4)e for it. For this desired unity u,e lteed
.r.rr,,a irl,rrl,,!i, alnationalpan!". On thil{, rhij
j' lt ',1, 

,:v, ,J "1,r1ronal uniql is!1,re.sctl this w.ry:
" i lrr , i ,,r Pr,r iori o[ Nctiortn/ /rrrrror ratic Rn.oftrtiulr
.rnr I rrot S0ci0li.slRevolution or cven po oular t)trno
rr,tli, t, rr,/rrti,rn. ) his periurl c.rlls fdr a nrrti,,prrl
1 .r,.,,1 lll1,'1.,r,..i111 |,r<.,,.111,1i,r1(,,,.1r.,,i,,..r1
//rri). ilt rvir j( i I tllc Lef t sl)ould strive to play activc
rrrl.,,,,,, ttr,t ri'ryh.rrLJ pref,.rably siicni)y-tor
t ) rL. I nrt rr,r. 1, r'l I 

j r.' rrvolur ron, naniely, a soiialisr
rL'vol u t iott".

I lr.rstelr to arkl that this "Left" ideological for-
tlttl,rt r',rr pl l),,lit i' Jl nC(, \srtV lras heen sturrtlv r r,.jtrt,,l I,y tli,. i\l.rni,r Ir'lr .rhht,ugh I wdrrl,l
conccrle tlral t Iie I r errrl h.ts been able to cause clis-
nlptiol)s anil w,irr "souls", that is, ccopt prom!
nenlr lc[tists, for "norr, icleological"-n.rtional
politirs. I sh.rl I l)ot pu rstre tlr is maiter here since
it j. n,r( lllr' [rrcrrs Ul (lri. .il ticle - bevond )Jvi!!
t Ir,r r it rlrd nnr ra Lt. Ior rl Ir,,lorc thc nierg,,r oi thf
Ii.i:tht .r r rd I C[r lr)r r | [r l.lt j,,r)\ o[ "n.rt ion-,rl u rr irv"
idcologu t hi, "nr i r-idcoI,gica)' n.rtion.rl id-,olog1.
louli I li.1p ; ft s' I he r rvtl \\'.lr (1q67 - I();u) \vlt i;h
itr rrl-ologrrcs on r lr,,kBItt .rrrd on the i e-4 cl,rimed
vindicatecl thr.ir posirions.The ideologues rejected

ethnic, tribal, regional, religious and socialist
parri,'S. Oi t ottrrq, thcy.tr r uAJ(r'd trr I I rcm<clye>
t.lte erciusivc c,rpacirl ro iLl,itritv 'rjn(L,\irrhle'
pol i riral pr n ies.1 hc ihcrrl. ,:lv ol in.t riona I u ni i] ''

lvas claimed to have ilrlbnitetl the lbrntation of
the Second I{epublic's t,vationai |arry of Nigeria
(Nl'N) and the present Peoples Demdcratic Fany
(PDr').
llolv did the inspircrs, fbunders and promoters

ol NI'N .il),1 PDI Ao,rl'ilril tlrcir t.r rlir? B,tsrr.rlty
lh,, s.rrl,, r)r(.rl)o(l\,rltlr,,rr;'lr rl)orr lorrl.lrons
were separ,] ted by zo yc,rr s (ttr7s and M9s): po-
Itrir,tl group..rnd Pt orr rirr',t rt r.Jirrr t.rns oIirl/ irle-
u)ogir.rl tenrlcnciv. ,lr'l ritiirrr.rl or erlrnjc
colorrr,rtitrn: rv,'r.. irrr rrrrl tu jr rirr 11r,"'lr.rtitrn,rl ei
lurt'. Nagoti,ttiol\ hr't,' \ {,ndu(l(,(l wirir uvr.11,
group or fcrson.tqc tlr.rt carne along. The usuJl
r1u,'sl ir,n u.rr: "\\ i)dl i\ jlt this rhin.g rur us and lor
thc pcople rue,_reprcsent?" Something lvas al-
\\'Jy\ f ronli\c( 1. Il a group ua nted,'assurances'
tlrcy rvcr.,given: if a si.qrred agreemcnt was dc-
ntrndcd, tltc group u otr ki be ohl igcd.

.\Vhal \vere thc. "sornct hings" t hjt were urrral ty
demanded forthcpurpo.col ncqoriariorr?Cen.
cra Ily t hey inrludcd p.t r ry.rrtr I goi cr n me nr posi.
lrons .tnrl posirjnn\ in iI\titulions ,tnd
parart;lals.tlr c,rrlyexi,t in! or l,) hc \l)e( i.lllycre-
at cd. I: t p,t t t ictt l,ti t .rr,,' rvl r,.r.. ,t E r<]trl ' ori ncl i-
vidLral ',vas bringing akrng; larfe and strong
(otlslItucncy il could 1,,. 1'1r,1;11<q1i a geopoliricjl
sphere to corrtr ol .rr cer i.rin I.vel:. thele Iat rir
pronrises wcrc usu.rlly tlocunrented and sig;ried.
{,roul)\.tn,l in, livirlrr.tl, gir cn prontises o[--con-
I|,'l r,,r.ttt,,1,,,l,,rl,,,r i 1 11rrrirdirtt,,rilrri.n
1, ..,.1,r:,,r\,U,,t tl,,l,!i,.:r,\ 1Ub. ruflillr,.il.j:
Pr r' iil.) uIil t ,l l iotr ( ,llt, I t .ps.

As 0xpcctcd, disaltrrotrlents and splits often oc-
crrr ri'ri .tt I)ro cor)\,!ntion caucus meetit)gs or
cvcn ns lJtr,.r s at irr,tu.gural conventions. Spiiis oc-
rrrrrtrl at tlrc flnal stases of the form.rtions of
Nl'N ,tnrl PLrli but thc tl.rnrage in er( h casc ua!
tluickly r r,pli rrd. Ollrrr nr.ij rr.tr t,.rm polit ir al
p,rnjes in tl)c two polit i.Jl I,dn ie\ (rh.rr-is. orht,r
l han rl)e N I'N in thr 5..rund i{rouhl ic a I rd t hc IDI'
in this dispensar ion) wcrc n"r lorrned rhe uii
t hese t v;o n.ll ine p,rfl icr werr lor mcd: thc jorntei
lvere usuaily fullyJbrnretl, uith leader-s, lecder.
shr7rt,1n6 s/nt, lun,s.pluJrllnl,,tc,, moin ors0ns, -
aorl sonlpii,lrr.i p/psid(,rlfiill J nd I ubu matoia! rcf;-
drdat,;- bel,,rcn|crr irrvit,l ton. l^r ntenrberrhiD.
L,tchof thrrn lr.rtl,rsirr.1/.,i rrlri olnavity.
.1o be crnlintr'.1 nr.r/ /hurrr/ur
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