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f, LITTLE over eight years ago, a com-
-Clrade of mine. a 'troublemaker" of
sorts, had a conf'rontation with the
political authority; or rather, the politi-
cal authoritv had a confrontation with
mv comladL since the latter was iust
soins about his "uorrnal business", as
iire iaying goes. For the avoidance of
doubt nry comrade was doing nothing
unlawful; but the authority was
nonetheless offended. A state appalatus
set a trap for hinl and, in no tirne, hc fell
into it.

An explanatory note is uecessary here.
I f a statle, worth'its name, sets a tiap for
you, then your chances of escape are
ilini lndeed. W" can put this poini rnore
dramatically: If a s[ate, a real state,
decides that you musL be lbund guilty of
Lreason, even whetr you have done noth-
ing wrong, theu yout' chances of escape
deuend on extra-oldinarv intervention.
The state has the power, ihe means and
the resources, to manufacture the nec-
essarv evideucc. exhibits and witnesses.
(Remember Ken Saro-Wiwa). The state
rnay even succeed in making nrany good
people believe that you have indeed
cornmitted treason. Being good people
thev nrav lhen oroceed to beE the state
to'temper justite with mercyY and "for-
grve you.

Let us go back to orrr story. As I was
saying, my liiend f'ell into a state-con-
sti'uc[ed trap. He was arrested with
nraxirrtrrn force, charged with a maxi-

' mum oft'eucc and locked up in a uaxi-
muur security jail-house. I coordinated
one of the strategies to have him regain
his ti'eedom. At a point in Lhe stmggle a

' t'ernale member of the "straLegic gloup"
apDroached me and, in a couspiratorial
triire, suggesLed that we shoultl -go and
bcs hiui'. "Whv? What oflence has our
rna"n conrmitted?", I asked. She repiied
tlral oul rnau had not connnitted any
ofl'euce but pleaded, passionately, ihat
we should go and beg "hirn".

Since I was couvinced thal t'he woman
was sincere and that the inconveuience
in whicir our'man was placed was real
and that the lanks of c6mpatriots who
still stuck orrt their necks were rapidly
retlucing, I was contionted wiLh a crisis
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that was at once political and personal.
At last I took a risf<. I nleaded u,ith her to
allow two mote weeks, If our strategy
had not worked at the end of two wee[6,
I assured her, then we would all go and
beE "him". I was luckv: Our man
reeained his lieedom within the time
frime. The story has not ended, but only
this segment is immediately relevant
here.

Now, why am I recalling this event
here? Answer: Mallam Nuhu Ribadu. In
tLe nast several weeks I have heard and
read reports of several prominent
Nigerians - among them traditional
lulErs, political leaders and lawyers -
appealiirg to the Nigelian Federal
Govelnrnen[ and the Nigeria Po]ice to
"folgive" Nuhn Ribadu, a Nigelian pub-
lic o-fficer, who, within 2 months suffered
two disrnissals, one dernotion and one
eestaoo-like evictiou: Disrnissal flom
the ohce of the Chair of the Econornic
and Fiuaucial Critues Commission
(EFCC), evictiou from the graduation
ceLemonies of the.National Institute of
Policy and Strategic Studies (NIPSS),
dismissal iiom the Nigeria Police and,
before then, dcmotion hom the rartk ol'
Assistant lnsoector-General of Police.

I now find inyself in a situation similar
to the one enrbodied in our openiug
story - thc orrly differcnce being that I
am nol as oersonallv close to Ntrhu
Ribadu as I was to thd personage in the
oDenins stor"v. Nuhu Ribadu and his
fimilv "are oLviouslv trarrmatised aud
insecirre - physically, ruaterially psycho-
logically arid otherwise. The people beg-
giirg f<rr forgiveness on ltis bchalfare, no
iloubt, ptroceeding liom gettuiue
hrrrnanist-feelirrgs. Eut we rnay trsk: for
what o{lence, exictly, is Nuhu Ribadtr to
bc folgiven? He was not accused of any
offencE belbre he was relieved of his
position as EFCC chair; he did not scnd
hirnself to NIPSS; he did not pl.omote
himself to Assistant Inspector-General;
and hc did not comrnit auy offence as a
student of NIPSS - a course that he suc-

Uniquely Itligerian "The various Nigerian authorities and
functionaries whb, in the aftermath of
this "madness", swore that it would uot
happen again are hypocrites because
thev liurow that the madness is nol new
and that nothing has ever been done to
prevent it occirlring periodically. I
would take a leao and sav that, even
now, these authorities and flrnctionalies
know that none ofthe steps they have so
far taken, or plan to take, addresses llre
roots of this "madness", and that it can
return even before the fina] rites on the
dead ]rave been performed". I ask aqairr:
"How do you address a problem w'hose
existence vou denv?"

The sec6nd poinJ I wish to tnake hete
relates to the 

-attitridds.of 
leading slate

and oarW functionaries to the Govelnot
and'Gov'ernment of Plateau State over
the latter's "confrontation" with the
Presidencv and the Federal
Governmdnt. The State Govenrnreut
had aooroached the Supreme Courl to
oro.roirhce on who or wh'ich institution -
Iocal, slate, or federa] - has the constitu-
tional right and power to inquire into
the crisis. Just tell nre what is wrotrg in
this actiou whose implication,is that the
State government wbuld abide by the
decision of Lhe Suptettre Court which
doubles as Nigeria's Constitutiotral
Court?

But then the "ChiefPriests" of"deuroc-
racy" and "nrle of law", cynical oppot-
tunists ar"rd philistines" think tlrat tlre
Statc Goveinment's actions, which
ouglrt to have been comruended, is "cou-
fiontational". My prcdiction is that the
"unseen" forces that actually rule
Niseria will not rest until the Plateau
StaYte Govenuneut is dismantled and its
Ieadine functionaries are rentoved fi'om
the scEne - one wav or anot]rer'. The
countrv will then waii lbr a bloodier edi-
tion of dre "rnadness" oflate Noveurber,
2008. .

This uiece is uot iu "del'ence" of Nrrlrrr
Ribadrj or Govct'nor Jang. lt is, r'ather; a
statement of the Nigerian nrethod of
"coutlict resolution".
. This colurnn will be on break in
February 2OO9

By Edwin Madunagu
Jos to assess the situation; the wife of
the President sent emissaries; the
National Assembly sent a delegation.
Later, the President approved the set-
ting up of a Comntission to investiga[e
the criiis. The Hottse of Represen[atives
also set up a panel.

Then came reactious and charges. It
was alleeed that when the First Ladv's
emissariEs goL to Jos they concentrat-ed
their svmoathv on onlv one relicious
conrmrinit!, ifinoring 6oth the Sther
entities and the staLc government. IL
was also allesed that the militarv and
legislative del"egations exhibited similar
partisanship. The Plateau State
Govemment, in several statements,
denounced the alleeed federal partisan-
ship. Ethnic and religious grotips, frorn
within and outside the state, took posi-
tions in support or against, the State
Government. The State Government
went further [o set up its own
Commission of Enquiry and challenged,
in the Supreme Court, the legality of the
steps taken in this direction by the
Federal Government and the House of
ReDresentatives.

'Thun came the sLatement from the
Presidency accusing the Plateau State
Government, and the Governor in pat'-
ticular, ofintroducing ethnicity and reli-
eion into the conflict. I was first
ilarmed, then arnused. How catr one
ftirther introduce ethnicity and reiigion
into a conflict whose manifestations
wele entirely ethnic and religious?
Apart from tlre casting of ballots on
Nbvernber 2Z every majol act or devel-
oD[rent or interveittiori in this crisis -
w'ith the oossible exceDtion of the
actions ofs6rne security foirccs - has had
ethnic and rcligious character. How catt
one lhen "inlrodrrce" religion and eth-
niciw into such a conflict?

This mnning away fi'onr reality blings
us to one of Lhe two related points I
wanl to make here. In my piece
Prefatoty notes oil Lhe Jos catastroplrc
(Thursdiy, Decenrber 25, 2oo8) I srid:

cessfullv comoleted.
So foi what^, and to whom, shotrld wc

say "please, don't be annoyed; forgive
him"? I am not, in principle, opposed to
begging. Why should I be opposed to
saylhs "I am sorry or "Please, forgive
me?" All I am saying is that at least I
should know, or be told, why I am beg-
ging or wlry someone is begging on my
behalll Is it because I am wrong, or
because the opponent is powerfu-I, or
perhaps, bothf in any case, the Federal
Goverhment has already rejected the
appeals of those "begging" for Ribadu.
So, what now?

Let us, again, try to recall what hap-
pened in Jos, capital of Plateau State,
betweerr Thuisdiy, November 27, ancl
Sunday, Novernbei 30, 2oo8. Local gov-
ernmenl council electious took place in
the state on Novembet 27. Wlren the
coul)ting of votes was still going on in
Jos Nor[]r Local Council, violence broke
out over the anticipated results. The
uolice tried to do thCir work. But as tlre
histr,,'l,ance was getting out of hand,
soldiers were callet in. T-Le violcnce was
brought under contlol by nightfall on
Sunday, Novembet'3o, but not beforc
about 3oo peoplc had been killed, many
more llourrdeil, and houses, mosques,
churchi-'s, other materials and struc-
tures worth hundreds of millions of
uaira had been destloved.

The fight that appcired to have start-
ed as a oolitical disaereement soou
becarne air clhnic and iiligious war: A
coalition of "Indisenes" zurd Christians
versus a coalitio'n of "settlers" aud
Muslirns. With time the conflict drew
suDDort and intervention llorn outside
ofi'os: Etlrnic and religious leaders aud
orgauisations issued itatements, and
solne othcrs seul in "nten aud rnaierial"
to assist "their" oeople in Jos North.
Federal arrl.htirities ^ also acted: [he
President sent his army comrnander to
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