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Opinion
Wahab Dosunmu's'alternatives'
By Edwin Madunagu
.nF{lS is the concludins oart of mv trilosv
I on Revoluriori. In thetist part, t paid trili-
ute to Ieon Tfotsky, the fbundinglheoreti-
cian of Perma n a n I Ravol u t i t n ( l.?o n Trots W

.on revolution,1hursday, September z, zoto).
ln the second, I ran a comn)r'ntary on as.
oects of the debate on the inevitahiliw and
?lesirability of a 'liolent revolrrtion" in Nigc
ria (Thc Nwa buezc - Dan j unta dt'bare, []rurs-
day, September'9,2oto). ln this concluding
.part I wish to look at thc'"alternatives" to a
"violent revolution" ofk'red by Dr. Wahab
Dosumu, former Minister of Housing, in his
intervention,,4ltematives to a violent revo
lution (The Guardr'rn, Monday, July 26, 2olo).
ln his opening paragraph Dosunmu pre-

sented the problem: 'Eminent legal iion,
,Professor Ben Nwabueze, SAN, recently ad-
vocated a violent and bloodv revolutron as

, the only remedy for the ills confronting our
thoroughly corrupt and abused country and
oeooles. .. Mv intervention in this articlc is
to elplore o'ther alternatives to Professor
Nwabueze's prescription". Dosunmu's pres-
entation canbe re-formulated as a question:
How do we Iiberate Nigeria and its peoples
from the current national burden of cor-
ruption and abuse - but doing this without
employing violence, and without blood-
6hed? what altematives to 'violent and
bloody" change exist in Nigeria?
Wahab Dosunmu susqested two broad al-

ternatives: the establiifi'ment of Asses veri-' 
ficadon Contnrission and the convocation of
Constirutional Conference.lt is not entirely
clear if'the two alternatives can be coni.
bined, and.executed either concurrently or
consecutively or il the two alternatives -
Commissionind Conference - are murually
exclusive, that is, "either. . . or". However, this
amblguity does not present an insurmount-
able protilem. We may simply go round it.
Fortunately, the two alternatives have the
same set ol fundamental premises - which
we mav now list and eximine, before re-
turnin[ to the alternatives themselves.

The summary of Dosunmu's premises is
that "all the known agents of peaceful

(lra nge in civilise.d societ ies arc eit her co|lt- tractive t (, ('n!{ngc in corrttPt ltractices". 
'l lre

atgsti,'cgrnDlicit, or.uon-existent in Niqeriil". Comrnissions will "cornllc) all puhlic ollicc
Hc llstctl these "asents" as: the Leeisliture: holders, since 1960, to submit, in an alli-
the Judici,rry; the $'ar;the "new breEd" politi- davit, details of I heir assets". Surviving chil
ciaris crtatetl 5v General Babansida durine dren ofthose deceased should do the same
his (1985-199J) iransition: relieiEus leaderfr on behalf of their departed parenrs. And
traditional rulcrs; tlre "civil so[iet/; and the "any asset that cannot be iustified within
press, "the fourttr estate ol the reilm". Here the legitimate earnings of a pubiic official,
ls a su mmarv of Dosunmu's verdict: ,The se- should be made to revert to the state or local
lL.ctcrl (not Alected) lesislative houses are government area in which the asset is situ-
riddlcd with corruot oi'actict's".,,the iudici- ated, if.fixed". Intervention, via sworn affi-
arvisirredeemablvtaintedbvitio*niotren davits, can be made by members of the
eess, aided bv thdereedv so'-called learned public, and obiections ian be lodged with
riembers of the BarY: Babineida's new5ret d thc Appt'als Cotrns for adludications.
politicians have larselv becdme 4t9s: the re. Wc lnr n ted iately see t he problems with this
lieious and fiaditio-nalru]ers have been cor- "altcrna t ive". Wlur is I o ser u p the Assets Ver-
ruoted and co-ooted bv corruot Dolitical ificationCommissions?lsitth(r Presidencv?
rulers:ttre,.civils6ciep",bvwhichDbsunmu Perhaps, if Dosunmu's piecc is read veiy
meant "civil sociew'ors'anisationi,. have closely. But, then, since th-ey are to be backeil
been hiiacked bv prjliticians: about g0 oer by law, the legislation will have to be passed
cent of'the natioh's electronic and Dr^int . bythe NarionalAssembly. But this ii same
media is owned bv corrupt public officiers. Sroup of "selected" members neck deep in

Dosunmu was riot aetirr'ed bv the bleak comrption. Who is to enforce t}e law?The
oicture of the Niserian situation'he himself existing law enforcement agenciesT Who is
had painted. Heitill went on to present his to de-fend the law and publicise it?The same,.peateful alternatives" to ..viblenr and "civil society" and thti "fourth estate ofthe
bloodv revolution". He equallv did not see realm" already compromised, corrupted
the coltradiction.betwedn hit thesis that and hijacked? Who ii to play the socidlisa-
,.all the known asents ofOeaceful chanse in tiontaskusuallyassigned, in the rural areas,
civilized sociedel are eitlier comatose. Eom- to .religious leaders and traditional rulers?
Dlicit or non-existent in Nieeria" and his o{- Is it these same personages, or new ones to
Ierins su ssesrions for a oeiceful chanse. To be created? Finally, what Appeals Courts was
be a$ie tS"proceed we hive to assume"that Dosunmu talking about? Itit the same judi-
Dosunmuhopesthatthese..aeentsofpeace- ciary'irredeemably tainted by its rorten
ful chanee', ririll somehow bE re-awakened eggs, aided by the greedy socalled leamed
and sive"n the last chance to oerform their members of the Bai"?
histo"rical du$. lt should be rioted rhat DG lt will be unpatriotic, to say the least, to
sunmu did ndt absolutelv rule out ,,violent leave these questions at the level of
and bloodv revolution,: Iie onlv oleads that rhetorics. Beyond that, it will be unfair to Dr.
this shoul'd be "our hst resori. if all other Wahab Dosunmu whose intervention, I be-
non-violentalteirratives fail,. lieve, was a product of deep reflection and
The first alternative to "violent ar,d bloody "righteous indignation". The answer to my

revoluuon",thatis,theseffingupof "fusetl rhetorical questions is that a revolution -
VerificarionCommissions", bVhw, simulta- perhaps not "violent" and not "bloody" -
neouslvinall the36stat"sandinAbuia.is must precede this first "alternative", or
specifiiallypremisid on the fact that'afi ihe rather, must be the first act in this "alrerna-
o'reans of'sovernment responsible for en- tive".
foicing safrctions (against'corruption) are Dosunmu's second "alternative",-namely,
cornoi6mised becifse thev are'also'cor- t]reconvocationofaConstitutionalConfei-
rupti. We should, therefore, dmploy the only ence "to decide, once and for all, the terms
remaining optioir, namely, "ma'kirig it unai- of our union, and our engagement", is a fa-

miliar one. It is Dremised soecificallv on the
ftrllowing equally familiar, ihesis: "Nigeria is
a nation of ethnic nations. The ethnic na-
tionalities bundled together by British ColG
niallsl s wcre Doliticallv co-ioined with their
neighbours without their consent. The al-
luri' of political independence submerged
the centrifugal forces that tended to make
resions drift aoart. Immediatelv after inde-
pe"nderrce, thl centrifugal foices resur-
faced..." As lor the agencies that would
'trigger" the process oF convening the pre-
scribed Constitutional Conference, Do-
sunmu suggested: 'The burden, once again,
is on the incumbent office holders, the Pres-
ident and membeis of the National Assem-
bly, who should take the necessary actions
to convene a conference that is representa-
tive ofall ethnic nationalities".
Mv comments on this second "alternative"

are two. The first is exactlv the comment I
made on the first "alternative", namelv the
need for a revolution of sons to stan off the
Drocess since the institutions identified bv
bosunmu for this task are all corrupt, coni-
oromised and "rotten", Mv second com-
inent is this: How will the c6nvocadon of a
Constitutional Conference or even disinte-
gration solve the problem of corruption
which not onlv Professor Nwabueze and
General Daniuma, but also Dosunmu him-
self, identified as Nigeria's main problem, a
problem that afflicts the entire polity- frorn
North to South, West to East?
We mav leave the mafter there for this is an

ongoinfi discussion. I would, horvever, like
to refer Wahab Dosunmu to the prescrip-
tion offered by late Tai Solarin after the lg79
General Elections. In a piece titled: Ilre
Stolen Presidencyand pub-lished in the Sun-
dav Tibune of November t979, Tai Solarin
or6dicted that the next election would be
between the NPN, parry that "stole" that
Presidencv and a new Revolutionary Party
"which ha'ving studied how the NPfi cam6
to oower knows exactlv what to do to suo-
pla'nr the NPN for the Presidencv". This did
irot take place. Are the prospEcts better
todav?
. This column is proceeding on a ovo-week
break
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