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l1L'nhrs tlrr: sutrrptl yr.ir.rs ol his l'our-
ycar lonlrrr', it is irl4rrr4rriirk. to luk the
sitttple tlrrt:sliorr: Wltirl. exar.tl.y, do
Nigr.riarr rrrilit;rnts warrt? Specificallv,
whit tlo ilrr. ;ulred militants iri the Niq"i
Dclta want? And whal does the unarm"ed
Movernent for the Actualisation of the
Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB)
wiurt? I am here lirniting myself [o these
two groups - leaving, for now, other socio-
political aud socio-culhrral or.ganisations
asking for oue form ofnational geopoliti-
cal leforrn or another.

We need to pay more aH-elrtion
to what "rrndcrgtound" a.nrI IxrnntrI 1rrrlil.-
i<'irl gnlqls siry lx'r'lrttsc llrc ntoh'srir.iorrs
ofdrem - srlriorrs in tr:r'rrrs ol inrpact, ;xrsi-
tivcl r.rr ncgirtive - havr: orrly uririirrrirl
rttr.rrrs oI'r,ourrrrrltit.trlirr14 willr Ilrrr l;rrgt.r.
public, ;urtl wlrcrr llrt.y t.urrrrrrrrrrir.lrtt., llir.y
a:'e usrtally ecorromiclil wit.h worrls. Wi.
may list 6ve costly rnisLakes, lurrong ollr
ers, that are oflen made in thc surtcs
approach to rebels and rebel movenents.
Onc is to assume that these "ouilaws" ren-
resent only thernselves, or their ''secGt
sponsors'] or at most a minoritv of those
tlty clairu to represent. The "sildnt ma.ior-
ity" arc srLitl tu he "law-abiding" and do not
applove ol'the rcbels' rnission or their
methods.

Anot-helrnisliilre is to assurDe
that the rebe]s'demands are known (bv
the nrlers) but will be better.rnct withoui
the rebels. The idea theu lcads tt-r practical
a.ttcrnpts to appropriat"e the- r.ebels'
d(rrnnr)ds a:rd "sanitise" thcrtr, thereby
rnal<ing tlrt,rn liL l'trr incorporation into the
rukls' agrntlir. 'l'hc thirdinist"Lke is to hv
to bribe souu: re,bcl leader.s to bctray anl
scandalise thcil grorrp ,rr. otlrr.r speci6c
Ieaders. Failirrg ilrat., tlre rulcrs'selcct
amenable people 6rrrrr the rt:lx'l nrove-
ment, proclairn thern ncw or iLltlnrative
"leaders" of the movement; and start
negotiating with them - all in an attempt
to alienate the authentic rebel leaders
fi orn.their claimed constihrents.

'fhe fourth mistake is to adout
and use, nrilitary coercion. The fifth is io
impose strict censorship on informafion

about rebel groups and their activities. The
last policy is however becornirrg less and less
effective with the advarce in communication
technology. In gencra.l, history includinq the
history of Nigeria, argrrcs'against ihese
responses to miliutnts altl militant groups.

I recall t.hal ur Urhobo friend of
mine once sai(l ilrat a. uran "who boasts to
neighlxrut's anrl visitors thtt he is boiling
yam whrl irr liu:t, lrt is lxriling stone, is ultil
nrttdy rltrr,ivirrg lrirrrstll'l I also recallwhata
polilir';rl lrisloli:ur orrrr: sa.icl itbout revolu-
liorrs: "'l'lrt: srr;r,rstiliorr tltat used to asclibe
n.volr rl iorrr I o I lrr. r 11',ly irrl r.rrtiorrs of agitators
is ;r Ilrirrg ol lIrr. ;rirr;1.'lirl:ry r.vt,ryone-klows
llr;rl wlrr.rrr.vr.r' it r.volltii('nar.y upheaval
Irr.ht:s Irlirrrr, ils sor rrrl lir.s irr sorno sodal need
llrirl orrlrlirlrrl irr:;lilulirrrrs ;[rr. nrit meetins.'l'lrr'rrcrrl rrr;ry rrol lr,.lr.ll slrrrngly errough o-r
wir lt:ly t,rror r;';) r I o oI rl rr i r r i r r r rru,iliate suc"cess,
btrl.;r.rry ;rl lr.rrr; rl ;r I I rlr rl:rl rr.;,rr.ssion will only
nrahe il. rrron. 1rrwr.r'lir1..."

_.. .!r.l rrslx.girrwitlr rlrr.Nig,erDelta.
'l'l te (huu'Lliru t ol' M oI rr li 11, M : rv 1t,'j6O8, car-
ries on page 5, llrc sloly: AliJli;rrrl.s llneaten
t_o confinue ;u'lt(rl slrrr,ri6/r, m lln, Niger
Delta".The s[oty w;rs lr;rs,rl ,rrr ir colrunu-
niqrre issued, throrrglt tlrr. irrrr.rru'1, by the
Joint Revolutiorurry ( irrrrrr.il (.,t((').- The
orga-nisation-is a. grorrp "r.rrrrrprisitrg the
Movetnent for tlrt' l,)rr;rrrr.irr:r.tion o1 lhe
Niger Delta, Thc lil.lirurrr.rl Nigrr. Delta
People's..Volunteel lt )r(\. ;r r r, I I I rri MiLrtyrs'
Brigadel The comrnrrrrirlu. wirs sigrrod"on
behall of JRC by its s;rrfit.s1r'r.sorr, L)nthia
Whyte; and its irnmtv li:r tr' ;r ir r r wr rs' (t,"rcfr rl e
reports that militants in tJl r Ni gcr. [)t:l Er were
in dialogue with the govolrrrrrrrrl, a.rrd to
aflirm the contintratiorr ol'l lrr. ";rrrrrr.rl slrrrs-
gle', The cornmtrniqr rc wlrs r.l r;r r';u.l r.r.isl ic;ilTy
sophisticated and polenrical.

I read tfu'orrglr 'l'|rc lhtutlian's
reporl- a couple of ltnes t,r litrrl irrr arrswer Lo
the queslion, "What dothey really wzul[?" Mv
search yielded fiuit rnidwiy into lhc repori:
'!Vb do not need your apiointments'l'said
the JRC. 'TVe demand irrst recomnense".
Noq what is'Just recomiense?" Thii ques-

Il.y l{rlwin Madunagu president of the Nigclial sutte to an liaw
man"; '\Ue are noi irrrtlrt:sscrl with -the

establishment ol' a larirt.-rlrrt.k n"seuda
interventionist Niger DelLr I )r.vt'ftrpmcnt
Commission (NDDC)"; "We wish to stare
in all fullness that while wc will wr.rrk
towards the continuity of slrzrtegic arxl
progressive armed struggle in the Niger
Delta, we must also ilssure all men of good-
wifl that the hoodlums and bandif ele-
ments who today threaten io pufrefi and
douse the integrity ofthe truetnug{le for
the emancipation o[ the people of the
Niger Delta will be corneied-and dealt
withi

Then thc dialectics: "However,
let us not only fbrget that these people
("crirninals and bandit elements") e;iist
today because those who have lorded over
*re Nigerian state have consciorrsly relirsed
to give unto Cacsar tltat whit:h tr.uly
belongs to Caesar: Whilc wc condcntn tlre
Nigerian state, we must not fail to con-
deml some Iiaw and Niqeria Delta clite
who will do everything to-keep t"heir-iobs
while they snitch on their people'i The mil-
itanls' position is clear enough. You may
not agree with them. But what is called foi
is a serious and honest negotiation.
_ The lead front-page story in

The Guardian of Sunday, May tB, 2OOg
was titled: "MASSOB hoiits flags".itwas a
repoft of the preparation by the
"Movement for the Achralisation of the
Sovereign State of Biafra" or MASSOB, for
its pla-nned protests against, as the move-
rnent alleged, the torture and killing ofits
nrernbers bysecurity agenls'l The Regional
Adrninistrator of tlg Movernent, Chicf
Ikechukrvu Elcwe, had earlier told journzrl-
isl.s at Enugu that "ovet'2OOO registerctl
rnt:rnhers of MASSOB were killed by
irBeilLs between xl.ay 22,2OOO and April
22, this year': As pa.rt of the planned
protests, men wearing black dresses went
zu'ound the city of Enugu placing Biallar
flags on billboa:ds.

Ahnost immediately, security

agents- started removing the flags. Later
came the annouuccrncntthat security agenls
were being deployed in t"he Soutliealtern
stales.to guard against the degeneration of
the planned protests into violence. It is
instrucbive that the Southcastern zouc of the
mling Peoples Democratic Pa.rty (PDP), in a
statement in Abal<iliki, "urged lhe police to
exercise caution in their response to the
artion". Noting thal the protest was essen-
tially non-violent, rhe PDP then voiced its
real concern: "Our attention has been drawn
to thc orchestlated acts of citizens'halass-
ment, bluurlity and intirnidation and wish to
w.iun against dre glave dangel ofallowing a
clirnale of vio'lencc to cndanger. the polic.ies
and programrnes ofYarAdu4-who is !eilirr{
down to provide purposelill leadership t6
our counb]".

- Now, what does MASSOB r-eally
want? Ekuze said in the statenent that th-e
lgbo people, NtLg6o, have been sub'iecled to
"state-sponsored" violence and killings ol'
gcnociilal proportions siuce Ig53: He
claimcd Lhat tlrtr gtnocide reac'hed its peak
dru'ing the Nigeria-llialia Wa:' of (t-g67-
1970). He dec'la'ed: "As 'lives 

and pr operty of
Ndig'bo could not be gualanteed-in -Nig6ria

MASSOB was floated in tggg to continue in
a non-violent-rnarner, ttre pursuit ofa sepa-
rate independent state for the people ofeisf
em Nig_eiiai He also clairned t)rat l plesently,
more than one thousand MASSOB meni-
bers arg languishing in various pr.isons in
Nigerial

Three points can be distilled florn
this report. ,|"'ris( a nriuimurn dernand: that
the Nigcriar slate should stop halassing,
detaining, beating and killing Nfugbo in ger"i
eral arrd MASSOB rnembers in particrrlar;
seculrJ, a rnqximum demand: thaffr4aSSOfi
is conrmitted to the creation of a separate
s-overeign stat$ an{ tftnd, an undertaking:
that ils methodq axe non*violent. I{ere, as [r
the case of the Niger. Delt4 MASSOB was
issuing both a minimurn demand and a
maximurn demand. Only tluough dialogue,
not ha-rassment or violeni represiion, wilithti
rrayimum demand be reduced to another
minimum demand. Remember the state-
ment ofthe political historian cited earlier.

What do the militants want?

*
{

tion lr;rs l,r,r,rr rrrrswr.tr.d exrr[icitlv a:rd
irnplicrlly irr v;rr rorrs w,rys turd several times
in llrr, 1r;1,t, lry tlrr. rrrrrlrr.rlla organisafion
and its rrrrr:,tilrrr.rrl rrrtrulx.rs. EaIh alswer
teduces I o "rt:r r r r.r' r r rr r t.l.ol" urd "political
selfldclclr r ri r rir l ior r'l' l'l rt.sr: are elasiic prin-
ciples thirt r.;rrr lx' g,ivtrr (r,tr(:l.ete conients
only in a, tliirlrgrrr..

'l'lrr. orrlv,.r; rlir.rl r lrrruurd of the
JRC in thrit sl:ttr.nrr.nt ir, ;,r,lilir.ir.l iurd max-
imurn. It is in llrr. Lr,t p:rr';rgr.irplr ol'the
report: 'I,Vc rlt,rrr;rur I, IIrr.rr.li,l., ;r Sovt'reign
National Corr(i.rr.rrrt wlr.rr. llrc var.ioirs
nationali t ics t l ur l wr.rr. lortr.l r r l lv {l,llsctil)t-
ed into tlle Nigr.r'i;rrr r,t ;rlr. w,,rrkl 1,,. ;rllowed
to give-.their' prrsitiolr orr wlrr.tlrr,r they
worild like [o iorrlirrrrr. irr tlris r.rrlr.rlrris-e
called NigeriiL". 'l lri,, ir; ,r rrrrxirirrrm
dernand. Only ir rliirL4,.rr,. witlr rrrrllrr:rrlic
representatives ciur rlisrrrvll nrinirurrnr zurd
intennediate denra.rrr ls. ( lt,r rr.r';r lly, ir r.ebel
movemenL does rxrt go irrlo :r rrcgrrliation
with rninimum derrr:r.rrr ls r,r',r,r r r ;,ror r r ist.s.
It is only honest zurd st:r'iorrs rrr.goli;rl-ions
can produce compromisrrs.

So we hirve 'ir:sorrrrr. rrrrrl.r.ol",
"self-determinatiou" ilnr l "sr rvr.rr.igtr
National Conference'l 'l'lrt'r h'rrlrrr,ls ,.rrn bc
formulated and I'eforntrrlirkxl irr v;rrious
ways. Now, ooe can algru. l.lr;rl llrr.rr. is
nothing new or uniqtre in llrcsc rft.rnirrtrls -
eifter in the Niger Delta. ol irr llrr. r.orrrrtry
as a whole. My responsc is t.hrrt tlrr.rr. is l
difl'elence behieen JRC! rk.rniurrls ;rrrrl
sirnilar demands made bv ot.lrtr nrilitirrrts
and "non-militan t" plo[eslers. A r rr I t l r is r l il'-
lbrence can be found in .lll(lls rrrt.(lrrxl
(armed struggle) and its irk'okrgir.rr.l pr.r'
spective. The perspective crur lx' rlisrilLrl
fi'om the body of the conrrnunirpc rrrrrh'r.
review.

The follrrwiug ideological posi-
tions are taken llom the Eonunu'ii,1u","'Wc
are not impressed with the ca.r.icature
awald of the position of a figur.e - head vice-
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