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What actually h@pcned on Tuesday,

Septemhr lt. 2001? I base my recon-
struction on the 'authorised edition' of thc
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Defence Ministry, the Pentagon, in Wash-
inglon, "travelling at approximately 530
miles per hour". AII on board, "as well as
many civilian and military personnel in the
building were killed".

The fourth plane took off from Newark
(New Jersey) Liberty International Airport
at 8.42 a.m. more than 25 minutes behind

behind schedule. The hijacking started
about 30 minutes later that is, a couple of
minutes after the crash of the first plane. It
ended at 9.37 a.m when it crashed into the

recommendations: One: "The US govern-
ment must identify and prioritise actual or
potential terrorist saDctuaries. For each, it
should have a realistic strategy to keep pos-
sible terrorists insecure and on the run, us-
irg all elements of nationai power. We
should reach out, listen to and work with
other countries that can help". Two: "A
comprehensive US strategy to counter ter-
rorism should include economic policies
that encourage development, Ilrore opel} So:
cieties, and oppoffunities for people to im-
prove the lives of their families and to en-
hance prospects for their children's future".
Three: "The United States should engage
other nations in developing a comprehen-
sive coalition sEategy against Islamist ter-
rorism. There are several multilateral insti-
tutions in which such issues should be ad-
dressed.

My feeling after rcading this report was
that of depression: caused by the convic-
tion that the nrlers of America do not un-
derstand the world in which they wield so
much power. ln particular, they do not un-
derstand the cause and depth of the anger
of the peoples of the world against Ameri-
can imperialism. -n d
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The hijacking
There ensued a long and bitter

started at about

In the

struggle between the hijackers and the pas-
sengers. According to the Commission's
Report, the objective of the hijackers was
to crash the plane into 'symbols of the
American Republic, lhe Capitol or the
White House'. But this was defeated by
the'alerted, unarmed passengers'.
event, the aircraft "plowed into an
field in Shanksville, Pennsylvania

empty
at 580

miles per hour, about 20 minutes' flying
time from Washington D.C.". We note that
it was this fourth plane which had four hi-
jacken, instead of five, that failed to reach
its objective.

The National Commission on Terrorist
Attacks ,( ,r the United States naturally


