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Yec, I wa rnt pelytod. Fo I was
still &h to disss thc tragedy with a
comrdo wtro comrnuniceted the srd news
to rne over the elephore. I was able to
voice an immediatc tribute to onc of the
bcst in our ranks. What added paralysis to
my sadhess and confusion was a icction
of The Guardian's report of the sad event.
(.Thc Guardian,) Thursday, December 4.
2001. back page). A nrember of Oni
mrxlc's family was reported to have said:
"llc was known to be a radical economist.
Howcvcr, in his last days, he drew close
to God.'
lf this statcrncnt had been broken into its

two parts, namell', "He was known as a
radical political economist' and "ln his
lasr days. ho drew closer to God," I
would havc merely regarded it as a recol-
lection. of aspects of the life and carcer of
ilis prominent intellectual. But when the
two parts are joined wilh a lou,ever, the
tribute lends itself to various interpreta-
tiqrs. To my mind, if Onirnode was mI
'closer to God' in Ns active lifetime it
vss not because he was a radical political
economist; and if in hie 'last days' he
&cw ncloser to fuo this did not repre-
scot r rc-evaluation of his distinguished
carEer as a radical politicel ccorrcrnist, or
an'atonement' for his radical perspec-
tivcs. This typc of statemeot is anotlEr il-
lustration of the misundcrstanding of left-

, isu rttinrrde to religion. Nigerian Man-
ists,'al lcast those of my generation to
which Onimode belongcd, are critical of
tlrc mrnipulation of rcligion by the ruling
cl*cs. Our gcneration's attitude to reli-
gion is non-exhibitionist, non-

I#ho rrcplaees &r.rVi;afuchr,. Pmf. Ade
rd&cmedical

Sanda (teadiry * thc
rrcc rtmovcd; in-€e$er Bine Ma-
dsmgu and I rrcrc sac*cd; and in Zaria,
*rc Vice{hancclhr, Pmfessor lya Abu-
bakar was removed. The only non-
unrversity permnnel affected was- Basscy
Ekpo Bassey, then Political Editor of thc
Chmnicle, newspaper-owned by Cross
River State government. This is now his-
tory: but I recall it as a tribute to Prottssor
Bado Onrmocle. that brillian(. har.l-
w,rrking anu de<ircated lr'larxist pcrliticll
eC()n0lill)l

i,r nrs lnrlut!:, (lorru'aric Lbenezcr Rarb:it-
Jr)., passr()natciy callci tix thc unit\ of tllc
sur\';\'lilf mcmbcm oi that generatir.ir of
Nrrlerra:; radical patriots. He nleadcti that
w.: re-establisir contact and "kccp ckrse t<r

ourscivcs" in this particuiar difficult 1rc-
ruxl - politicall;r and personallv. I ivas
moved and inspired by his passiou. I am
aware that some indrviduals are already
working in that direction. But I am also
painfully aware of aspccts of the problem.
We of that generation were nct just
fnends. We were comrades-in-combat,
unrted in revolutionary Marxist politics.
But with the dccline of the movement na-
tionally anJ intemationally, with the tri-
umph of the capita.list global dicotoship,
the uniting.force appears to have disap
peared. I ftree with Babatope: we must
maintain contacts and suppon one anoth-
er. tsut beyond that, our movement has to
be rediscovercd and re-built for the sake
of our country and its millions of exploit-
ed, oppressed, marginalised and dispos-
sessed masses. This inevitable rcsurgence
will then print, in letters of gold, the
names of our departcd patriots, including
the latest, Comradc Professor Bade Oni-
mtxle.
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hpecdticd. Itir ffi tbc rdatdcof 'Phrr-
isca" who live by groecquc rdvertise-
ment of ttcir rcligiour deeds. Thcy rcgard
religion as a very p,rivate and personal af-
fair. It is ttrcse attiodes, taken together,
that many conservatives distort, some-
times deliberately. I rest the issue there.

Beyond all this, however, is the fact that
I can now almost see the "last days" of
Comrade Onimode. In spite of his mass-
oriented carecr and the presence in his last
day ol those dear and close to him. Oni-
rrrotlc rlicd r lonclr nrar:. Thr\ i\ not pccil
liai to our departed comradc. It is the most
fiightencd attribute of dying: its absolute
Ioneliness. unati'ectcd hv crowds, whethcr
tl'icnds or rircs. ln this final hour, in this
statc of oblivion. thc utterances and ac-
tions of the dying cannot be easily under-
stood. let alone cxplained. Why? Because
the context of his or her existence has
been removcd. But I agrce that human sol-
idarity can reduce the agony of the last
days. for the dying and for their loved
ones. That, I believe, was what Comrade
Ebenezer Babatope was referring to in his
tribute. I shall come back to it,

Comrade Ebenezer Babatope's tribute to
Onimode (The Guardian, Deccmber 7,
2001) hightened ne. Babatope rcminded
his compatriots "we are dying; slowly and
gradually tlre left ranks are getting dimin-
ished everyday." Yes nwe are dying.' In
the last decade (1991-2001) tlrc, Nigerian
left has lost many of its prominent leaders:
M.E. Kolagbodi, Wahab Coodluck, Dapo
Fatogun. Tony Engurube, Emcst Etim-
Bassey, Iwoh Udo.Unam, Comrade Olai
Oni, Jonas Abam, Kanmi Isola-Osobu,
Armstrong Ogbonna, Gambo Sawaba, erc.
And now Bade Onimode. What I rcad in

By EdrinlA*ruegu
Babatope's ribute wts that'weo ae dying
without being rcplaced. By 'wc" I nrcan
thorc sections of drc Nigerian left that are
anti-capitalist and anti-imperialist ard see
the liberation of the popular masses. the
working and toiling people, the wretched
of the "eanh" as the essence of theirintel-
lectual exertions and pracrieal poiitici-
From about 195('). the ranks of this partii-
ular segmcnt of the r*igerian lelr greu
continuouslv which nrcans thal tlrr;- ,tr'-
piirting were being rcpiaced trv mtr.: rhar
l([ pcr cent. Rcplaccd, not just in ;:i',
lute tcrrns. but also sector by sector: rrni,r
of revoiutionary political scientists, rroliti
cal econonrists, patriots, orators. philos(!
phers. labour leaders. organisers. idr-'olir
gists, journalists, teachers, polemici'i,,.
etc, continued to grow. This growth
stopped, and a rapid decline set in a linle
over a decade ago. \\D are no longer being
rcplaced. Who is to rcplace Bade Oni-
mode?

I first met Bade &rimode late in 1975 or
early 1976, The location was the Univer-
siy of lbadan. A sudent group, I think the
Snrdents' Union itself, had organised a
symposium and Bade Onimode and I werc
to be among the few speakers. I was thcn
teaching Mathematics at the Universiry- of
lagos, and Onimode was teaching Eco-
nomics at lbadan. I had just becn releascd
from detcntion during which, thanks to the
radical lawyer, Gani Fawehinmi, I becarne
very popular in university studcnts comt-
nunity across the country. I thcrefore hd

to preDare very well for every appearance.
Onim"lle was to spcak first; I was to
speak after him. By thc time Onimodc

had, pcrtgl gc tdf,*ey rth hb. -urs- 
-'

cItlsbr (I thhk e qic *asTllc UntLer-
siry) I knew trat t welH trd 'stcal rho
show" as I had ex@ mtesr I swiEbed
fr,om melysis to agiation. He dealt with all
the pbnomena I had intendcd to touch
upon but.he analysed each phenonrenon
clinically, .so to say, with tlte merhod oJ
political ecanomy; he did not stop at de-
scription and deounciation of each phe-
nomenon, hut wenl brilliantly, and alrnost
effortlessl,v. tr) irs (x)ts. to it political econ-
orr1', Ilt: recr'ivsl' J standing ovatir>rr ()f
t:oursc I rece rvc.l niy owlt oi'atiorr htt:
onl! b\ switchrng lr)m anal_!sls to apr(.r-
tion. I coultl nor have matched hrm in anai-
ysis. I *as latcr k) leam that Onrmode be-
longcd io a small group ol'dedrcaterl Marx-
ist revolutionarl, intellectuals bas:ed in the
University of lhadan and led by late Com-
rade Ola Oni. iBetbre then I had onlv cn-
countered Ola Oni. I drcw closer t6 the
group, but not. too close because at that
time I bclonged o a leftist frmation that
many on the leli considered a.s extremist
and voluntarist, and even anarchistir:.

I was to meet Bade Onimo& again in the
epic university battle of 1978 known as
"Ali Must Go.' Comrade Babatope has
written so mrch about it. Onirnode was in
that lcadership, moving (or rathcr, racing)
from lbadan to Lagos, Ife, Calabar and
Zaria, the main centres of the struggle
against the militsry dictatorship. The "dec-
laration of war' was mr.le in Calabar in
April 1978 at an extraordinar,'meeting of
the Nationel Union of Nigcrian Students
(NUNS), then led by gun Okeowo. We
werc all 'around" bu. ,.rt in lhe meeting
since we werc dismissed. ln August l9l8,
I I university teachers and one journalist
and scveral studcnts \r'rre dismissed: In
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