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three distillations from what Mutambara
was reported to have told the press in BuJ-
awayo, southeast Zmbabwe.

P.egretting the crisis in the
opposition camp, Mutambara said: '1ile
don't believe in fighting otlrer democratic
forces of this country. We believe in unity,
working with everybody to dislodge and
destroy the ZANLr-PF regime that has cre-
ated chaos in this countr,v". The Guadian
also reponed that Murambara. a former
Zimbabwean snrdent activist who had,iust

Americarer.med ilom a 15-year sojoum in

couotrJ4 oppo.sition to impirialsm ogeth&
with what he called.'uniiateralism": and By Edwin

ratic Change (MDC), the leailing oprposi
tion political movement in Zimbabwe - at
least before its rccent crisis. I am making

face value, Muta':,rrara's three piatforms
cotrstitut€ a critque of the Zmbabwe
regimg or Robert Mugabe, from the left..
Ideologically and politicaliy, and fiom the
information we get fromherc, MDC's oppo-
sition has, siuce its formation in 1999, been
at best libeml in economy, poiitics and rela-
tions with imperialism and at worst, con-
fused. I have never stopped wondering
whether lhe MDC leadership is ever embar-
rassed by the content and form of support
given to it by imperialists, racists" apologists
of cololiaiisnr" modern-day slave-owners
and global fascist dictators aad their ideo-
logues and media insdturions. When a coali.
rion of bad people or a coalition dominated
by bad people, gives you support you ought
to look at yourself again-

commitment to &e radical resolution of the
Iand question.

Put toge-lher and taken on tteir

I should, perhaps,
Mutambara's stalements are
face value. I am convi-nced however, that

can become a credible

smrggle, the last 15 yeas being arme4 Zjn-
tubwe got indep^*ndence as.a Republic wi.th,
in tlre Commonwealth of Nadons- on April
18. I 980. Robert Mugabe, Ieader of the Zm-
babwe ;{,frican National Union-Patriotic
Front (ZANU-PF) and its armed wing, the
Zimbabwe African Nadonal Liberatioo Armv
(ZANLA) became Execurive Prime Ministei.
Canan Banana became ceremonial Presidenl
Ten nationalist political parties,
Mugabe's ZANU-PF, Joshua
ZAPU-PF ard Abel Muzerewa
contesrcd the 80 parliamentary
for biacks. ZANU-PF won -57

ilsluding
Nkomo's

's UANC,
seats.reserved
seats, ZAPU-

and with
"treating

you have
Ihe same

PF 20 and UANC three. Others got nothing.
Twenty seats were resewed for the whites,
who made up only two per cenr of the popu-
lation of about nine million. but controiied

and Europe, studying and working, sent "a
strong message to Europe and the United
States" to &e effect that his faction was
"completely antr-imperialist." He went on:
"We want to wam ourfriends in Europe and
America. In the event of the violation of
human righrs
imperialism,

by Americao and European
we will take a position of

complete condemlation against American
imp--riaJi sm and European uniiateralism".

Mutambara's rhird statement
was very sigaificant:'1ile believe irr land
revolution, we agree that the land issue was

even if the man was just playing politics and
did not truly beiiev'e in what he said, there '
must be hu[dreds if not thousands of MDC
supporters and non-party activists whose
views he tnriy articulated. A poiitical plat-
forrn that rests on these three piliars an<i their
Iogical impiicarioirs,
and popular platform
firl movement can he
ment capable

more than 70 per cent of the iand.
The voling pattem showed ethnic
but nationalists across Africa andcleal'ages,

progressives around the world hoped ttrat this
problem" whicb was not pecuiiar to Zimbab*
we would be resolved or progtessively
reduced with time. It was in unftrmneit
expectation. In his hrst radio address to the
nadon as Prime Minister, Mugabe cailed for
nalional reconciliation wir,hin the . Black

say again that
taken at their

of engaging Robert Mugate
and displacing his regime. I

majority anC their political panies
the wtrite miaori5,. He spoke of

with you as an enemy, today
and ally withbecome a friend

around which a power: swords into plough-shares". ln anothei
built: a credible move- broadcast he declar.ed: "lf yesterday I fought

the basis oi our revolution in the couatrv-
Our land !'trategies and programmes are not
driven by white farrner inlerest. They are
driven by &e interest of all Zmbabweans.

from the left

white and black. *'e desire to give land to

ment to tbe

those thar need it - the poor people:rnd the
work-ers". One may nqw see why I was
anested by u,hat the factional opposition
leader was {eported to have said: commit-

rnay even go on lo say that unless such a

After decades of nationalist

movenrent emergc-s very soon, Robert
Mugabe will be succeeded either by a cnrde-
ly racist fascist or a willing servant of impe-
rialisn The cenual proposition ofthis article
is thar the ZANU-PF governmerit ought to be
radically confronted and supplanted: but not
by the MDq but by a movement to the left
of ZANLI-PF-

national interest:'. The hope of reconciliation
was rrot realised. For, soon afier Mugabe's

.speech an ethnic iivil war erupred a;d the
former liberation amries started decimating
theu ranks.

1bday, almost 26 years after
Robert Mugabe assumed oftice, first as head
gfgovernment, and later as Head of Smte as
well the country is not only as divided as
ever, but the govemment of Mugabe's ZANU
is maintained in power decisively by theI

I

ested in the
unity of political
"desrruction" of

forces inter- v
ithe'Mugabe

regime" which had brought chaos to the
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. Wby has Zimbabwe come to this
point? Why has it been impossible for the
government and the ru1ing party to mobilise
the masses and establish a social and political
hegemony in the sense of Antonio Gramsci
whom ZANU intellectual defenders alwavs
invoked at the beguning? Wh1 has the opp+.
sirion drawn and mobiliseci t're masses away
from ZANU, which is now seen and indeed

Robert Mugabe's third mistake
was the inkoduction of the Structural
Adjusment Programrre (SAP) in fte late
198Os. We rememirel 6e devasr^ring rcsult
and impacts of this IMF prograrnme on the

. masses across the ThirdWorid. SAP was &e
forerunner of the present neo-liberal capital-
ist giobalisation. Jusr as in Nigeria and bther
countries wtrere SAP was introCuced" the
pro$amme was opposed by Zimbabwean
masses: workers, students, women and sev-
eral strata of the middle"classes. Mugabe
and his government tried to 'txplain".
When the people did -not show any under-
standing, and instead went otr .strikes and

Sorne party and gncrlffi pcirions -
later to be taken bact; wclc given o tbc
defeated opponenii -

Mugabe's secord misiekP $,as
the adoption of the executive prcsid€otial
system in December 1987.As the hisury of
I etin America showq &is system was one
of the several parallel roorcs to dictaronship.
It was a sustainer of diaaorship wherever'it
came into being. As &e country became
increasingly divided aloag ethnic, racial and
political lineg Robert Mugabe became the
Executive Presideot ofthe country, head of
the de-facto single party and Commander-
in-Chief of the Armed Forces"

African

sercive 4pparaars of the stare Thc opposi-
tion in Zimbatrwe is populaand mass based-
The siuration in Zimbabwe today is exaaly
Iike that in Eastem Europe in &e second half
of 1989 when all the communist party gov-
ernments vere overthror+tr by mass action.
As Joe Slovo, the leader of the South Africar
Communist Party said at the time, the forces
that overttrrew these governmerts were pop
ular, and the governments they overthrew
were unpopular. I do not say that the opposi-
tion forces in Zimbabwe are revolutionary -
in fact they are counter-reyolutionar5r. But
they are popular il the sense that they are
supported by workers, students, women, pro-
fessionals and de-classed masses.

appears, as oppressor of the masses? The
answer is that President Mugabe and his
ZANLI part5, and govemment have progres-
siveiy ceased to be revoiutionary-except in
t}re abstracl Since the late 1980s they have
responded to every chalienge of govema*rce
with arrogant rhetoric, witch-huntiag, and
then armed repression-' It is possible to isolate some land-
marks in ZANU's decline: It n'as clear from
the time it assumed pcwer in April 1980 that
ZANU .wanted to create a one-party state.
The protagonists embarked on the project
through a twin-policy of neutralisation and
absolption of other nationalist paties- It was
a wrong poiicy as wrong as the objective.
lronically, as ZANU was holding talks with
ZAPU for a merger, an ethnic civil war in
which they were placed on opposite sides

protests, Mugabe rcsofted to force.
Mugabe's open renuciation of Ma-xism in
1989, just to please the IMF and World
Bank was pathetic. So riso is his homopho-
bia de'fined as "irrational fear of aversion to,
or discrinrilation agaiast homosex-uality or
homosexuals"-

Another terrible mistake was on
the land question. As thr ,,.1e world
knows, the iand question u,as llis main ques-
tion in the national iiberation revolution.
Mugabe wasted ixniosi two decades before
embarking seriously m laod redisribution.
And when he eventually embarked on it, he
made it look like:i vindicrive and puoitive
programme, ratber than a programme of his-
torical restiturr:.': and social justice. The
2005 forced evictron of hundreds of thou-was going on. Eventually an agleement was

reached between the leadenhip of ZANU and sands of poor people frnm thc-gh*os of
Harare was suf&cient to briag.dcxa a gov-
ernment - whalever iB claims.

ZAPU, and the latrer dissolved inro history.


